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MDOCOXEVIU. 


PREFACE, 


‘Bavine been frequently saked to commit to peper tha 
varied soones of an Actor's Life, in which I have been en- 
gaged, I have commenced, partly from mamoranda made at 
‘various periods, the present journal If any amusement 
may be derived from such a source, render, it is at your 
service; but should the frequent occurrence of the personal 
7, alagust you, lay down the book. if you travel through 
it-—spare ita faults—under the asvarance of its veracity, 
‘Wherever a change of opinion hes taken place it is faith- 
fally chronicled, without reference to the fint impronton, 
which remaina as it first struck the sothor, thus endeavour: 
ing to do full justioe to my profesional brethren, 


THE AUTHOR. 


UFE OF 


AN@ACTOR AND MANAGER, 


CHAPTER J. 


Birth Parantagy Réueetian, igh School of Bullnburgh. Early 
‘Purmits, Private Thestricala Yirst Appenrance in Publi, strolling 
Actors. Wis Reflections, Theory eerews Prastice. 


Know all men, that I, Francis 
ee eae Gest 
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deserve s niche in the of fame, He wos mooeeded in 
the Bectormhip by a Mr. very learned gentleman, 
‘whoeo English pronunciation of Latin words had nearly caused 
arevolution in the School, which Mr, Taws ansisted in redu 

to obsdienoe, to the no smal! annoyance of the refractory bo 


fiogera, 

‘The first bias my mind received towarda the stage waa thus 
early given in acting the part of Lady Randolph, in the tra- 
pei of ‘Douglas, at the house of a echoolfellow named Miller, 

which 1 elicited much xadeserved approbatic Private 
Theatricals are, at the beat, ludicrous, aud have a eran 
tendency on any young mind imbued with romano. Although 
I bad not at this time the most distant idea of the possibility 
‘af over becoming an actor, the applause I received on this 
coasion scted on my imagination at a later period in life and 
‘Kindled a flams which nothing could extinguish. 

After going through the usnal number of Latin and Grock 
verbs, and bese sevhse ‘an apt tobolar, bearing off several 

imia wt the public examinations, 1 waa one morniny called 

to my uncle's etudy, and a communication laid before me 
from Mr, Thomas Conrtaey, jun., my mother’s brother, offt 
to take cliarge of my future welfare if I should think proper 
te change my views in life, (baving been up to this time 


ae & willing asent,and my whole puruits were at once 

Hered ; instead of ardently parsaing  tiberal profeslon, T 
‘wras to be tranformed into a plein, plo 
‘Meas. Courtney and Sons, haviug introduced into Scotland 
the manufacture of raven dusk, since dignitied by the name 
of linen drilling, establisbed » house in 2, whare the 
junior partner was to reside, and to whose caro my fature 
‘denting waa now entrusted, 

‘Never did boy enter upou life with brighter prospects, or 
never did boy exert himself more succesatully in the outset. 
My attention and auduity guined mie the entire confidence 

approbation of my uncle, at the ear! sixtesn, 
T'was entrusted with the cuperintendence of « business, which 
jo tho various departments of fan-Jraciug, spinning, bch 
ing, warping, winding, weaving, lapphug and packing, employ. 
nearly twothirds of the tetulcarae lation ot ir 
Kaldy, Dysart, East and West Womyss, Pert, Dundee, Forfar, - 
Azbroath, Brechin, Montrose, and Aberdeen,—all furniahi 
‘their quota of labour, and all passing for inspection 
my hands The government contrast, hald by the house of 
Courtuey and Sous, requiring the weekly delivery of at least 
two hasared pieces of cloth, not less than soventy-nine yards 
each in lengeh, ond as much more as could be Taraisbed j 
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insurance and cheques upon the bank, ss the authorised agent 
of Thomas Courtagy, jun. when businow required his preesnoe 
{a London. What then, it may well be asked, could induoe 
me to throw away such sdvantager? 


‘Too xucm Ixpuicance ax roo xocu Moma, 


‘My lamented uncle has bean for years numbered with the 
dead” the only fault F ean ‘lay to wir charge, was Yoo. much 
Iindnen in, general, and only onc eg harsh sevcrity. Picture 
a heedetrong, high spirited boy of Pinca on par 
with men, asaociatin, an ich mens entrunced wth busines and 

transacting business like s man, money at bis command, and 
no control exercised over his sctions, his word a law to thono 
around him. Thus eituated, ia it to be wondered at, if aveniled 
fo all quarters by tomptstion, I sometimes exceeded the 


forgot [ was a boy, and gar , the most seductive of vices, 
‘became the source of alforence between my uncle and myself. 
‘Not contented with the card at which, in his com- 
poy, 1 was frequent visitor, 1 enrolled myself as s member 

labs, composed of clerks and young tradesmen, who mot 
st an hotel once or twice a waek. My visits to thesa places 
wore communicated with muck exaggeration to Mr. Courtney, 
rho, tance, peremptory forbade ie to touch a card exonpe 


cy ‘Nreak up these amocistions, he signided bis intention. of 
sar Fe ieee eae et 
le di dink, when ing for t 
Ploarare it wouldbe the Lax tite sould ever soe my 
mother more. She diod ten days after my arnval. Thus the 
Tous of my surviving parent turned a visit of intended enjoy- 
ment into one of monenfel condolence, and ‘hastened my return. 
jandee. 
Thad a brother fv year older than mynelf, who, from sudden 
fright, had been labouring under temporary insanity. Ho was 
just recovering ; and hisfriends, fearfal the shook of his mother's 
ith might occasion » relapse, his uncle invited him to follow 
tA to Dundee, oping, by change change of soene, to obliterate all 
traces of recent sorrow. He acospted tho invitation, and from 
thd opps Set A coluany wickoot any Sop eat =u, 
‘any 3] cause, 
took place in Mr, Goartney's treatment : he was 
distant and reserved; while I have frequent et him ated 
praize upon my brother for wark Tees setaaliy 
formed by me; nor did he ever, owing to 


sition, Jeesma sealble of Pectecte rah fall 
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the y, bod Wiliam wis fount of what 
Sytem: ot ein tat 
‘vered to be the labour of Frank. Poor fellow, he was 
not accountable for his actions, and I verily believa, would 
have laid down his life to serve him, of whom he was uncon- 
seioualy the worst foc. Ho died at Kirkaldy shortly after 7 
entered my ptofessional carecr. 

‘About this time, Mr. Tenry Johnston, accompanied by 
Bartley, and James Wallack, then a boy, arrived in Dundeo, 
‘and announced 5 medley performance at the theatre, Befora 
the commencement of the entertainment, a change of soene 
placed Mr. Jobnaton within the walls of « psn, ‘on suspicion 
of debt: having suddenly left Ireland, and taken leave of his 
creditors, who, following close at his heels, a him in 
the North of Scotland. Thus, my first tance with 
the man, who was destined to be the means of my embracing 
the stage as a profewion, commenced within the walls of the 
Dandes gaol. Sympathy for a man of talent in first 
induced mo to visit him; when, finding his situation almost 
dostitute, I used every effort in my power to alleviate bis dis- 
tress, furnishing him with overy luxury which my uncle's 
house could sfford, frequently ing my evenings in his 
eovisty, until I imbibed from conversation s romantic 
veneration for the dramn, and its humblest profemar, ending 
in an attempt to catablish a private theatre in Bains’ Square, 
in which I acted once a fortnight before all the fashfonables 
Dundes, Here it was, I acquired a reputation among my 
companions for dramatic talent, which fixed the stake upon 
wi was to hazard all, 

‘Mr. Johnston having been relessed from prison under the 
‘act of “cemio bonorum,” became manager of 5 company of 

oni 








Jn Dundee: poor fillows, 
Shortly afterwards found a bloody, but glorious grave at 
WOnimy return hom Shc ae ete 
in 0, & le 
and which, in the spice of » fow abort hour, my 
ay, raporintendlng and slowing in toe “oe of 
a in the warehoute, 
"Tr E flax, which bad arrived from London, ‘The sub: 
i to take place at the Town Hall in the 
my 
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dancing, would wilingly have forgone the bal. My brother 
fiat, Dasly engaged in adorning his perton, bad Negleoted 
bee copy @ lotter of some im to Mr. Wiliis, of Kir 
kaldy, which my uacle; much diapleaed at tho neglect, desired 
me to copy, at once. F told him ] was very tired, and that 
Witiam Wd betier be ealed down. He raid rather hrehly 
‘No, tin, do St yonrcelt" This I refused. What followed, { 
novor oan f¢ Mg delibemntely rose hom hls ho, Feoshed 
the leer boak, placed it leak tputed the condicn 
placed » chair before tho desk, and then addrensod me thar. 
* Young man, I ive yoo fiva stlaubes te determine ¥f you do 
nt begin to copy this letter at the ‘expiration of that timo, by 
d above us, we ebsll cee whether you or I are master 
hora fort Dogin to doubt it.” He laid his watch upou the 


table, and paciug ap ang down theroom, became etch moment 
more excited. When he again sted me if 
I intended to oop; ‘as letter oaylinble 20 wan 


scarcely ubiared, when I found myself prosireted by a blow— 
that blow made me an actor. I roso, took the sia i the 
Ictter, and left the home, with a firm determination never to 
enter itagtin, That evening, Mr. Courtney and my brother, 
the caure of al the mi-chie, visited the ball, I, while I yaraded 

the stzeota, scarcely knowing, from passion and mortilieation, 
what [wat doing, aud caring still low. With my mind in this 
feverish state, Lenry Jokaston, aud the idea of becoming on 
actor, first presented itself. 

Taddraned a lotter 40 Mr. Jubnston, tolling him T had 
Retolved ta leave Dundee for ever, requesting his instraction 
and support, as I wished to make the stage my profession, In 
the morning, T informed Sir. Courtacy of what’ I bad done-— 
Hr laughed i dhe ides, but Ending te eriously bent pon it, 

‘hia utmost endeavour to combat it, Asan amruenené, 

hoaald, he had no objection to it, but ty make x tho only 
dependence, whereby to tivo, he nover ould emaent, adding — 
“Your own, hesdstrong, and ungovernable tonper led to a 





which I most Ler ae and could wish obli- 
terated foo “You have dosraded 
ire ie Flow: und T'dooLI nevorann bo onatertatle gaia 


lor your roof; on your return from London, you will not 
find me a here” And thus we p.rted. 

Honry Johnston, ina few days after this interview, passod 
throngh tho town of Dundee, with bis oampyny, on the way 
‘to Montrose. Io ale nrvel rae nv t strention Jy to abandon 
my intention ; but finding me fired in my re-olve, promai-ed1 
aid my viows to the utmost of his power, asa poor requir! 
for the Kindnes, he was plegeed to , L hed heaped upon 
‘him. 1¢ waa decided I ‘hold myself in readiness to obey 
his summons, and he would write to mo aa carly as he could to 
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make arrangements for my resoption, At the end of three 
weeks I received the following letter from him:— 


¢oDaan Faaxe, ‘Montrose, July, 1814, 
“« Buppose you muster your Dundee friends for a trial here in Zanga, 

on Friday wext, If you are still bent upou ruins but remember the hints 
‘predictions of ane who has #0 other motive at heart than your welfare, 


On receipt of this, I started the following evening for Mon- 
rose, where I arrived early on Friday morning. 1 breakfusted 
at Mr. Hunter's, The Muntroso Arma, and asked with « palpi- 
tating heart for a play bill, which, fo my astonishment, an- 
Bounced the Tragedy of lay for this ominous 
Fridey, | Bagniring of rewson of the change, 
it Mr, Spencer. who was to have played Cazloe, was 
conte with «Ae of gout, and the Revenge could not be 
acted, Bat, ssid ho, “ You have played Norvat; do it to-ni fir 
itil give nea oppoonaty sin aaeee ei in cue off 
woh we will not anti 
your own breast.” meng ovr a nan 
6 in the lay bil for the part, eae ts this shonld, in atrict 
so Fastioe, be oontidered my 7 tint Appeareare on 8 pablio scape ¢ 
at no record of i¢ being in in dat heat 
career from my 0} ing in Hlasgow, an the wgedy 
@f Barbarosss, two mouths lator’ Donglan was thus cart ox 
ths oooasion— Youn; ‘Norval, Wemyw; Glenalvon, Scott; Lord 
Randolph, Bosley ; Old Norval, H. Johneton: Ledy Randolph, 
Mra. Bt. Leger; and Anna, Mian Charlotte O'Keefe, ‘Thus waa 
the decisive step taken. I returned to Dundee, with the per- 
foot understanding that I was to meet Mr. Johnaton n Glasgow, 
an the opening of the theatre there, of which be had beoune 


Ono fine cummer morning I crowed the Tay, with the de- 
termination of ipso wean , and 60 crossing the Frith 
ch; the distance to be 














ime, 
undertaking; however, I arrived at re * lang town” of Kir. 
Kaldy, where I mado « halt, sleoping at the faotory of Measra. 
‘Courtney and Bon, there; reosived five pounds from Mz. 
Jemioton, thelr agent, telling him I was on my way to Glas 
gor, Yat nat divulging the secret of my journey. i 
secu 


solved to spend the day with my uncle and Aunt Wemym— 
tha last Lorex pawed in their company, Mz, Otho Wemyas 
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od me to the conch, little dreaming, when he bade 
God blew me, and send me safely to my Joarney's end, on 
what errand I'was bound. The guard's hara blew, the words 
“it right" pronoune-d, and { wos fairly etarted. We arrived 
in Glasgow at two o'clock on Munday morning, wheu J retired 
‘to bed to dream of succem, and 8 pros] propre eazene. 

After s hearty breakfust at the Tontine Coffee flouse, I 
walked to the theatre, where I found the play announced for 
a A ing was Liemlot, in which Mr. and Mra Charles 

lo were to play Hamlet and Ophelia; H. Jubnston, the 
Ghee; Airs, St. Leger, the Queen: Emley, Laerten; Berry, 
(the bast comedian ix Scotland) Puloniue aud Spencer, the 
King. This was tho best acted play 1 bad sven, The im- 
pression made upon any mind was onv of unqualified delight : 
gach langnage delivered by such artista is not often heard 
out of London, I can, at a distance of twenty six years, 
bein almost every action of every player engaged on that 
night. 

iy reception by Mr, Johnston was, a3 Baillie Nichol Jarvie 
ways, “the north side of friendly"—coolnera is voarcely « snf- 
ficient name—it was actually rudeness, He called me into 
the manager's room, and addreued me thue— Well, young 
man, here you are, Lace, Have you your uncle's consent for 
this folly? (Ho knew 1 had nod, as [had distinctly explained 
to him my situation in Montrose, when he pledged himself to 
do every thing in his power to advance my interest in the 
profenioa I hed chosen.) Tef couree answered, “Na.” ™ Then 
T do not suffer you to act until I have his written consent.” And, 
without another word, he walked out of the room, leaving me 
perfectly astonished at the change in bis behaviour, heretofore 
fo kind and courteous, Had he, when the subject was first 
‘proached between us, acted thus, although I might have felt 
hurt at his conduct, my judgment, knowing myself to be « 
minor, and a runaway boy, maiz lave pronounced it right ; 
‘but I was at this moment in Glaagow, on his expresa invitation, 
with the fall knowledge of hing 2 Bhat bed transpired 
petweon my uncle aad myself, sel od he tive sazarunce, nob 
only of hie protection, "aon what has sinoo 
cocurred, 1 may Aen righ junto be justice, had Mr. Jobnaton at this 
‘time devoted a amall portion of of his leisure to my instruction, 
he would havo repaid himsolf handsomely, from my future 
exertions, and deserved the gratitude of one, to whem he hed 
acknowledged himself under many favours, Hoe chose 
the course already mentioned, converted s warm friend 
‘and devoted onthuriast into a bitter foe. 

ietspretle Thad of my home withoct money, feed 
my without money, offen 
my friends, depending upon the word of » man who had sud> 
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denly apprived me that Thad nothing to hope from him. Thus 
foiled, pradenes shoni? have dictated an immediate return: 
but my pride was wounded, and the fear of ridicule provented. 
am acknowledgment of error, which would have immediately 
reinstated me in the affection of my uncle. I therefore boldly 
reantved to make an application to strolling manager, named 
‘Moos, well known in the theatrical world, and not unknown 
to fame, in s metropelitan theatre. Fle was at this time with 
his company at Fatkirk. Thither T proceaded in the canal 
oat, and waited upon him, drewed for the occaxion—when, 
after an intorview of nearly an hour. it was agreed I shonld 
open on the following Thnreday, as Young Norval, and bo 
rated on the hooks for a shere, Well pleased with thin ar 
rangement, ell present diffienlty seemed overcome, and T was 
already, in my opinion, the fntnre here of the camming. Hors, 
again, I was doomed to meet o bitter mortification. I was 
punctual, according to promixe, at the thoatre for rehearsal ; 
hat, oh! shat a check to proud amhition”—thia theatre, the 
object of my hope, and my dlesiro, was a darn, fitted up in the 
rudest atyle; but I consoled soyself with the knowledge that 
Jobn Kemble bad acted in a harn: therefore, it conld be no 
Ainparngement to me, and there was something romantic in 
the iden of thua entering the profession at the lowest ronnd 
of the Indder. Bint whon the ladies and gentlemen arsembler 
ta rehearse, Faleteff's raeved regiment in spparel were princes 
to them—with tho enlitary exception of the manager, thera 
wna not a decently-dremed individual As to a whole coat, 
that appeared to bo a luxury totally unknown ; yet, there was 
a shabby gentest appearance among them, which spoke of 
batter days, and s certain strat, by which the strolling player 
is veadily detected by the eye of a profemional brother. 

each actor was introduced, 1 could scarce repre n smile—but 
make oue of their nom- 





convertation; rolated to him as much of my history as it was 
necersary he should know: told hima I had decided on return- 
ing hore, and wished to decline acting altogether. To his 
orodit be {t spoken, although be had s prospect of « well-Alled 
house, he approved my resolution, offering ta loud mo the 
moan’, if neoewiry, of putting, as he said. my prisoworthy 
intention inta practice. This was my secnnd and last interview 
‘with Mow. Poor fellow, he is dead : bat this generons act of 
bis wold shame mavy of theso who are cmatioually railing 
a¢ the immorality of the stage, yet would not stretch forth 
their hand to prevent o youth from plunging headlong into 
ru x of vice ation, an they describe ik 

erbure sat, which, being in American, Mean 
uff sed.” ‘a 
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CHAPTER II. 


‘Bifeets af Badinage, Wellcctions and Regrets. Stage Fright. Gratitude 
offs Manager. A Lawyer's Opinion of the Stage av Profil. Two 
Letters, Look on this Pleture and on that. 


Ip 1 could believe in the doctrine of predestination, 1 shonld 
say it was my fate to become an actor ; for I solerunly decluro, 
st the moment 1 placed any foot in the Glasgow mil couch, 
fa it pasod thro Falkirk, to return home, { had firmly re- 
solved to abandon, for ever, my foolish projoct, and by 
strenuously devoting myvelf to business, ranke all the atono- 
ment in my power for the Inws of time and tronble I had occa- 
sioned to my relations One unfortunnte occurrence again 
altered all my well formed resolutions, On my arrival in 

s, om the 20th of Jane, 1814, Mr. Courtney wan enter. 
taining s party of gentlemen at dinner. The officionsness of 
a servant, in announcing my arrival, produced 9 message ro- 
questing my ce in the diningroom. This sammons I 
Siadily obeyed ; but no sooner had I opened tho door, and 
stood fairly over the threshold, than one aniversal roar of 
isughter burst from the crowded table, accompanied with 
Sxpresions like the following: “ Make reom for Rosciua”— 
Here comex the proud renrewntative of Shakspeare’s heroca” 
~~ Right weleoma back to Denmark"—" A frog he would a 
‘wookng @0,” éc. ke. bee. 

‘this ilt-timed badinago sealed my fate. Smarting under the 
lash of jeste, the trath of which I could not but inwardly 
scknowledge, I replied to my uncle's queation of—" Ave you 
cured of your folly, and determined for the future to attend 
elosely to basiness.” “ No, sir, I am off again to motrow morn- 
ing.” Not another word was uttered upon the aubject; hut 
from that moment, 1 used all my endesvours to obtain his 
consent to my becoming an notor. Instead of candidly ac 
Knowledging myvelf disgusted with scones I bad witnewed, I 
uttered the tirat untruth that ever passed my lips to Mr. 
Courtney, stating my return was only for the purpose of ob- 
taining from him a writtan ackno! ent of his approbation 
of the course I was pursuing, without which Mr. Johnston 
would not Remit me to act; that my mind was frmly fixed 
‘Upon the subject; that his refusal wonld havo the effect of 
Griving me into the society of the firs’ strolling company who 
would reosive me, instead of comuencing my career in 


theatre, with Pros] success, 
ius urged, his Sindneas and dhduigenco got the better of 
his judgment, He furnished me with the nocewary doramnent, 
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gencrously adding a monthly allowance of ten pounds sterling, 
Sihou war aftarturds reduved to, five, and ‘Aoslly to threes 
which suns he contiuned to allow me to the hour of his death. 
Fons, the folly of rimds, ina moment of hilarity, prevented 
by an ilktimed jeat, the return of « headstrong lad of soven- 
toon, to the path which interest and duty pointed clearly to 


‘Phe die being now cast, before I proosed, let me do justioe 
to one whose memory 1 revere, whose kindness I abuted, to 
‘Whom I was indebted for more than parental indulgence. 
liberality In not withdrawing from me his countenance and 
support, but granting me aid, with the hope that | 
should repent my folly, will be so strongly contrasted with the 
conduct of my father’s family, that, had Mr. Courtney fol- 
lowed their advice, i should, in all probability, have beoome 
the worthless vagabond they feared. Many 2 time hus the 
monthly allowance, which arrived punotually to the hour, 
been the support not only of myvelf, but others iu the same 
distressed situation. Those only who have experienced tho 
‘vicissitndes of a atrolling player ife, can know or feel the joy 
with which such @ windfall as three pounds would be bailed 
in what is termed @ dad town, where, probably, all were in 
debt, many without penny in their pockets, and none with 9 
dinner to ly wants. Through bis bounty was I 
enabled to avoid the abifts and tricks of my professional amo- 
cintes, aithongh Thave felt, and keenly too, the bitter smart 
of poverty, “Ycan proudly axy, in reviewing this part of my 
career, that no disho: 





nourable act staine ita progres, nover 
having quitted atoms, us sroling ator, in which I Hid not 
ithfully discharge every claim against mo. 

"Pho obaraoter of Mr. Thomas Courtney, junior, may be thus 
summed up. He powesed o soul of honour, a heart at all 
‘Himes open to» tale of distress, and a hand ever ready to ro- 
Heve it; he was the orpban’s friend, the poor man's hope, 
and the rich man’s example. ‘To him may be traly applied 
Shakspeare’s language— 


+" He wasn map, take him for all io all, 
[Byes shall not look upon hia like again.” 


Death closed his career at the early age of twonty sight; but 
hho lives in the recollection Sf hls faserous som of Eininoms 
and masy my children, while they drop a tear to the memory 
of their father’s benefactor, learn to imitate his virtue, and 
avoid their father's failings. 

With what diferent did I now leave the town of 
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approval of my ovurse—to present myself before Mr. Johnston, 
convineed thas every difficulty was surmounted. When J mot 
him, he seemed at a lor how to receive me. Being informed 
Thad procured my uncle's approbation, he desired me to meet 
him i the green room ou the following morning. Ilere I wax 
introduced ta Mr. Charles Kemble, who drew anything but 
flattering picture of the life of an actor, giving himself os an 
instance of the precarious tenure of their engagements enjoy- 
ing the favour of the pablic in the hichest degree; but srom 
the caprice of the management, excluded at that time from 
Both the London theatres, of which he was one of the brightest 
orneanents, and strongly recommending me to abandon all 
thoughts of the stage. 

Te waa now arranged that I should make my first appearance 
as Selim, in tho play of Barbaroma, which part war selected 
by Mr, Johnston on scocunt of my youth, 1 committed the 
werds to memory, expeoting to receive from the mavager those 
instructions in the business of tho stage be was 0 capable of 
imparting; but to my astonishment, Mr, Johnston did not 
even attend my firet aid only rehearsal. 

‘The awful night, preguant with my fate, arrived. I entarod 
on my theatrical career on the first night of the Glasgow fair, 
Tuly 14th, 1814; never ehall I forget the dreadfal soneation I 
experienced, aa I heard the prompter's bell ring to begin the 
psy, My mouth bocame ly parched, my tongue re 

ite. office, and, dressed as I was, one word would have 
provented wy attempt. Stag. fright—I will not stomp to 
describe thea—actora Know too well what it is; and auditory, 
who tee no difficulty in acting, should be placed but once 
bofore the lamps, in = crowded theatre, to make them silent 
eritics for ever. 

Like William the Conqueror, I made » stumbling entrance 
to my fature throne, Wishing to appear erect, and not to 














Josa an inch of my height, I was carrying my head with 
martial precision, nee hy toe ht in the stage carpet, 
bringing me to a kneeling ‘position tho mighty Barbe- 


rome, uot in the most graceful manner. This added to my 
fright, und induced » facetious member of the oompany to 
a r@, af the end of the performance, if I wanted my voice 
again, it would be found in the folds of the green curtain, 
beyond which not «sound had penetrated. Yet, I was loudly 
applauded by the audience, and iy satisfied with my 
reception ; s0 much so, that I ventured to sak Mr. Johnston 
what cmolument I was to receive for my future exertions. 
Here in his reply. 


worn.) 
‘Stay—It is my opinion you will never antke an sector, and the sponer you 
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citwation in soelecy, fo obalt be prod and Revyy fo renew pedro 
(signed) "eine amcor Somenro.* 


And thas ended all the is i Eberally 
azide on ha pay and wo tiny dope chon 
separated, to mest again in Phil meee ets 
Inte . then he applied to me for an engagement at the 
nat Btreet Theatre, What {crenta daily ooonr fn this 
would Who could have a that the Glargo mer 
who %© summarily aby of ernie, in 1S 


amall itinerant company, then playing in Port Glasgow. 
i fetter eyes received @ mot 
Sattaring answer, offering me » flr tial, statin ‘he hed been 
introdagsd fo oa Horley, in Dandee, wh en 8 member 
¢ Rdinbur; any of comedians, under the manage- 
ment of Me. Henry § ia 4 sad hd 2 favourable ides of 37 
lent i eu! s Fequorted me to 
oxi delayr te Pore ‘Glasgow, all minor points could be 
satiled tetween tr wien eer ‘On the 4th day of 
ber, 1814, I departed from Gi fm the Clyde steaml 
ead ea the following Monday, Young Norval, at Port 
‘Tho manager being with the performance, 
a me esa mamber of his company, the same evening, 
at the enormous sum of fifteen 2} (not quite 3 dollars 
0 centa) per wook, with a promiso of incroase, ux I should 
improvo, or appear worthy ; which promiso he faithfully 
T paid clght ubillings per week for board and lodging. 
ever having, heretofore, Known the want of money, ¥ hare 
Sequel in one afternoon, spent double the amount of ry 
stipend ; — Tndingmypelf in debt, from which 
had no other means of extricating myself, than by pawning 
amy watch and chain, on which ] borrowed ten pounds sterling, 
waa was unable to redeem for as many montha. ‘This wat 
ealutary Temas, teaching me the necessity of living ac- 
cording t© the rules of ‘economy, and may be called my Srvt 
Jeason in adversity. 
nthe 22nd of September, my salary was raised to one 
d sterling, for studying the words of Captain Avene 
ting mynelf be 
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tht 1 preening tke ania, cal on the 
ote informed me of’ 
Poe tote oh tory 
Mr. an W, 

Pee oon eas Nevith 

of ‘esare. 

and Bhar, he maxon) Ms and Mee 8 yer, Mr Mallen. 
der, Mr. own af old Joe Hi) 3°Cann. Mr. 





ride in affording me 
Pleased with thesa sitentions, t Tooked “a ‘he Lifer es 
actor, as one of uninterrapted felicity. Ey diffientty T had 
ced in enrolling my name among ther, adding to my 
ion a 


Theo slcased with myself and with every one arvand mie, 1 
received the following letter from my uncle Courtney. My 
fefaxing to listen to the proposal geopreal theres contained prover the 
entire ascendancy which the stage at this time possested over 
may mind, 

(Corz,) 


Dean Faaxx, 
‘Thave but just returned from Edinburgh, where I found your Uncle 
ami Aunt Wemyss in the greatest mental distress, on account of the tor 
of life you havo thought proper to adopt. At their instigation Tam in 
ducod to repeat the offer already made, provided you wifl abondon your 
Present ely of alowing you th ehoe of any profealon you may nas, 
for the prosocutiog of which, I will provide you with t ealtabte maine 
‘tamanee, unt!l you shall be enabled to five hy the praBts of your oocapa- 
ion. Weigh this well in your mind, and after duo consideration, let me 
know the result of your determination jt all evonts, writen few linea to 
your uncle in Ratninryh. 
‘Yours mott affectionately, 
(Signed) Tros, Covarwey, Jown. 
‘Bain’; Square, Dundee, Sept., 1814. 


On the day I recaived this letter, my firmt Benefit was to 
take place." ‘Tho play fized upon was Georpe Barnwell, hu 
afterpieca The Lying Valet. My name was aunounced in 


‘This produced me, after paying (he charges of fhe mmsret, the sats 
‘mous profit of thres shillings snd cixpenon, 
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large letéexs for Barnwell—first time. 
a good ‘conveying to my friends the idea thet I 
‘was mi rapid strides in my new profession, I enclosed a 
Dill of the play te each of my uncles—ona to Mr. Courtney at 
Dandee, the other to Mr. Wemyss at Edinburgh. I should 
soaroaly have recorded this circumstance, but that my uncle 
‘Wanye alludes to it bereafter in s most bitter manner. 
ean aa das nage rites 
s 6 ion ti 
be tained 


in the above letter, yot such was the caso; and had a fortune 
Beyond my wildest hopea beon tendered to me at that sie, 
coupled with the positive injunction ef never egxin appearing 
‘upon the stage, { should have rejected it without th the slightest 
: my only wonder is, thst Mr. Courtney continued his 

Kind allowanoe, urged sa ho was by Mr. Wemyas to abandon 
me to my fate, and even reproached by him as encouraging me 
im my headetrong disobedience. 

‘A few days brought me an suswer to both my letters, the 
contents of which were a2 follows :— 


(Cory FROM 0. ». WERES.} 
“Dublin St, Edinburgh, Sep., 2814, 
‘Your unexpected eplstie, so well calculated to call forth all the angry 
pamions on # subject tequiring peculiar care and circumspection, now Iiew 
before me. 


‘4 ‘The infatuation munt indeed be irresistibic, that can induce any tne 
sman belo, Nasa with am codinary deo of lotic waleninly to peo- 
fer the society of the prodigate and lowest drops of the community, to- 

gether with 2 life of contempt, penury, and wretchedess of every 
Srecription, and not wntrequeoUy attended with ulirlor consequences of 





still more alarming nature, to the countenance and esteem of « numerous 
circle of friends aad relations, and to those habita of industry, which 
anust infallthly have led, in a few years, to's useful, creditable, Undepen- 
deat aituation in sockety. 

“ Sueh, however, is your resolution, not Laken under the ixopulec of pan 


‘Bathape never beroro made to soy young sian le caller elreumetxnon. 
foaful expetienee will teach you, too late, the real value of these advan 
tages you bare drut unaesountahy neglected, T say, tee late—for you 

deceive yourvelf miserably if you imagine you can at eny Sune relinquuh 
‘Your prowat dlagracsful career, and resume your proper sphere in eociety : 
your best frisods may not always be willing to receivo even a returt« 
ing penitent, Habits of idlsoees inivalcal co all manly exertions, will in- 


socktty. 
TT as aot fo Panmaptores as bo eepes trons, when chen, 
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entitled to aqual raspect with myself, have already tailed: Det T fee! it aa. 
Amperious call of duty to make the attempt. Let ms then ooajure you In. 
the most forelbie manner, aguin to peruse your Uaele 





faction in comveying to him your sentiawnts, procuring « total obliteration 
‘of the past, and forwarding your views, a1 far as cousistont with reason and 
propnety-tut this resolution must be (mumrdtate. Should you aiU perat 
imyour presentrutnonssnd disgraceful carver, your refusel cen add nothing 
tothe polgnancy of that dietrees, which T, [a common with all your friends, 
have felt from your miscanduct: but supported by the proad con. 
ecloumners of having performed wy duty to you, from the eatliest hour up 
tothe prevent moment, I shall attempt the painful task of forgetting Cor 
cevor that such » being exists, as was once the object of my fondest care, 
‘and unremitting solicituide, and from whom I had every reasoasble proe- 
ect of much better thingy. You eanuot have forgotten how, in earnest 
‘conversation, I once told you I would rather see you & commen Agegman 
than a players since the one, though unquestionsbly the lowest, was 
still a weqficd member of society; while the other, in my opinion, was 
something worve than uselea. ‘These opinions would rensin unaltered, 
even if you, by « miracle, should beeome a perfect paragon, exceeding any 
‘thing ever dreamt of, not to sy, actually een or heard, of thessnetl ex- 
eallenee, instead of gaining, with a set of miserable strollers, « pittance Ines 
‘han the wages of s comaon porter, or daily labourer, 

“< Tome itlanow perfectly unuateial under what name* you pay the 
fool, or whether your fooleries shll be succesful or nots howev 
practical bull of enclosing your play-bill might have bem spared: tind 
the piace was certalnly well chosen. In Barnwell, if T mistake not, there 
19 an affectionste, il-used uncle, wuifering the extremo of misery, from the 
Profignte hablts of an infatuated and misled nephew. IC tho similarity 
‘of titustlon was felt by the actor, the character must have been portrayed 
with couch natural effect. 

+ Having thus put it once more within your power tp extricate yourself 
‘with honour from the ruinous and disgraceful career in which you have 
so iemprudently embarked, my paper permlts me to add three words only—= 


Pavax—Restacr—Decre: 


stud on your dectulow it rests, whethor this shall or shall not be, the last 
Vetter you ever receive from Your Jaa offended, bat stil! affectionate 
‘unele, (Signed) = Oruo Risamax Wantvas.” 


‘This letter mud robably have had satevie eto 





the language been lom strong, I nothing per 

‘be more felicitous Caer ot my playbll bas oem ay 

calif alld C oeyer to 
wag xp lomparing & 

a hangman, ond giving the latter the preference in society, 


‘* ‘My wade had previously requested that I would cease to dishouowr 
my Gather's memory, by woing bia name nt the desigaatioa of @ roouste- 
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the Glasgow company were then performing, and proceeded on 
the beg e “i a Neils and — to ae in 
company of Mr. and Mre. iret strolling journey. 
Thanet torn a eso tere were to perform, me Tino: and 
iu my pooket, the procesds 
of my benefit, 1 started to walk thie Jouteey. 
Pit aud Mra Ryder’s family, consisted e three children, 
two young girls and sn infant boy, the last, rather a tax upon 
travellers, a8 he had to be carried the whole Cerood In order 
to relieve the Jedy ae much, an possible, I volanteered to 
‘Aira, mile and mile, wis ‘ther; but before we reuohed 
Kilwinning, Twas eearesty ‘able to carry myself, Mra Ryder 
the best vest podeatrian of the party, and I have ever grate 
Ry. remembered the care and attention she heaped upon me 
‘after our arrival in Irvine, when the blistered state of my feat 
rendered me unable to walk for two or three days, Bho is 
wit ep ears never: bet Jn women on 
witl 0 possessed 2 most violent temper. atime 
yresence averted the storm from. poor! Ryder; but with all 
hot Huulte, when abe died, he Tost, in rath, bis a beter for 
she was 8 most excellent and hon 
Irvine is a very prott; ade ton, noorenaded ws nick 
of diversified walke. Our theatre was the Town Hall 
Neville bad fitted ap with much taste, and more tact, than 
commonly falls to the lot of an actor descending from the stilts 
of « royal theatre, to be the humble manager of a company of 
wirolliog players. 
jar company was here reinforced, by the addition of Me. 
Bertman fad Mie Laing. The Irvine folks appeared de- 
lighted with our efforts; the pieces ware really well ucted, the 
tact of the manager refasing to attempt whatover he deemed 
Beyond the “talent of thove under his control, and selecting 
gach pieces, a2 he was enabled to present, with every part 
filled bith ability." With all the knowledge’ I. subsea 
soquired of patented theatres, few, if any out of London, could 
have illea ¢ “ dramatis persona” 23 well as this little com~ 


‘the people of Irvine, I, at least, am bound to speak 
with grat fade the bal ‘upon my benefit ‘night being Uiterally 
orammed. was fortunate enough, thus, to celle all the 
Souren ecara ti Ubut fair fsbound Sogn the reese A gen 
temsa of the town had written a trifling drama on the #ub- 
ject of Barns’ Tam O'Shanter, which was produced for Ryder’s 
Tbeaeft, fu whioh I was ont the part of "C *Ontty Sark.” With 
‘the tuition of Ryder, the witches’ soene, in the interior of 
Allon Rink vo well eerie bythe immortal pooh eps 

with all the effect which paint, canvass, and 
dren could ive it. The business of the scans was capitally 
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atranged; aud with such epirit was it up, that when Teb- 
teines the tail of Tam's mare, on progeehy ter the Brig of 
Dion, ous universal shout of “ Well done, Cutty Sark,” fol- 
Jowed the descent of the cartain, exob night of performance, 

‘arching in the street would salute mo as I pansed, 
h * Well dons, Cutty Sark,” and when my name was an- 
noanced for a benefit, every budy was determined to be there; 
an overflowing house was the conveqaencs, but Catty Sark 
‘had nearly become Rear! nickname, of which I wa 
‘Bot at all ambitions, although it had put several pounds stor~ 
Ting in my pocket. 

‘This veason was very suocessfal, and I left the little town, with 
regret, to proceed to Kilmarnock, a brisk manufacturing town, 
not far distant: here my old friend B uley and hit (late 
‘Miss Fanny O'Keefe.) joined the company, which the managers 
‘were gradually recraiting for the winter season, which was to 
be passed at Ayr. 
the betes snet ee i Ue etd 

respectubility of my profession, in reply to a request 
that my uncle would somember te to all ioquiriey friends 
heretth—"*  * ee eee 
Yow request to be remembered to all friends—wao ane YonE—for 
ver since it was kaown you had taken to the stage, you Aaee been 
Looked wpom as a lost cAaracter, and no one thinks st worth their 
‘hile a mention your name. Zfear your Edinburgh friends have 
adyxforkf * * 8 oe ee ee 

‘nis only served to increase the romantic attachment I had 
formed ta the theatrical profession, white tha daily e 
ment [ received, to renewed exertion, was the approbation 
estowed upon my efforts by the managers. Mr. Neville wax 
Pleared to compliment me highly on my evident improvement, 
and his partner, Shaw, took every opportualty to sound my 


raine, 
Prrfe was an original —well known as a singer of merit in 
Hdinburgh, and having also received the approbation of 9 
London audience, his shat T'was a credit 40 any cow: 
pany, and should be in London in three years, if I continued 
fo pay the mane abatioes sttention to the : as, fall Ie 
tmurie upon my eary, inspiring me to study Jong parts, wi 
tines inomeetabl ly. Bie tuon a rap 
brought to é termination, by a sudden it 
peulon upon. his part. Hs had played w concerto admirably 
‘upon the violin, between the play and farce, and after 
sung “Tak your suid cloak about yo;” when, as he left the 
Soak ih Gsittes whee socl was nol adianed to sweet avant, 
liberty ta with “s hiss” curtain 
Had reached the sfgo, and'Bhaw would not even take tne fo 
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hour, he was persuaded to make a trial of his pes on the 
stage: his success was complete, but unfortunately fer him, it 
interfered with the views of the mansger, who, after s few 
nights, the profits of which were his only object, refused him. 
an opportunity of acting. even gratuitously. Being a native 
of the town of Ayr, and the fcliit of his ciagon Pertermance 
Tor Us purpon of ecgnging tin He made his st appear 
for en, le made a 
ance ini ‘ative city as Octavian, in the Mountaineers, in 
which I played Count Virolet, Ho next appeared as Romeo, 
and such was the anxicty to witnaw his performance in a 
character which he had never before atudied, that he agreed 
to play Durimel in the Point of Honour. Finding more dif. 
‘than he had anticipated, in committing the words to 
ReplcGst altogether, pasado preeding Light din 
n er, night in diss. 
poloe, snd reclealy ffaed to oof the peti atal. ‘Pabls 
excitement was raised to the highest pitch by his previous 
excellent performances, so that not s seat rerosined untaken 
in the boxes. The whole house was filled to overflowing, af 


Ne 
muested me to make an apology to the following effect : 
**HTadles and gentlemen el em deputed by the managers 
to inform you, that in consequence of a moat untoward and 
‘unforeseen event, it will be utterly imposible for Mr. M’Al- 
pine to appear before you in tho character of Durimel, as an- 
nounced this evening. The prompt book of the play having 
been mislaid or lost, the managers throw themselves upon 
your indulgence, and request to be allowed the favour of aub- 
stitating the play of the Mountaineers, in which Mr. M’Al- 

pine will support the part of Octavian.” 

‘The apology, the first I had cver been. called upon to utter, 
‘was well received by the ydienve, until come young man in 
the pit, who had rided him-elf with a book of the Point 
of Honour, offered it to the managers. A deputation with 
the book was seut behind the scenes, but Revilla, like a good 
general, a 


‘bad secnred and was nowhere to be found, 
‘wall knowing the utter of performing the play. 
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od, Sarees, tn Oe ait to see the manager, the opi- 

poe gualr ined gro ‘the manager were averse to 
Mtr WE aipin aepiing Ty Bart to that when the curtain, 
eee, 08 4 first scene of the Monntaineera, and Mr. Emley 
‘and myself were discovered as Kilmallook and Count Virolat, 
we were aaluted with oe _—“ og?" “ofr “ Point of 
Honour or no play" —" M » ‘We continued to speak 
for some ppd withont eat te of f being heard, until 





the top of jolence on the 
10 to wr both dpe in dole ui time. 
whe wi once vacated, the if continued, while tho 


orien for 1 Tannager beouae #0 | and Jong, that Neville 
St lut made his sppoarance in company with M'Alpine, en- 
tering into an explanation, very wide of the truth, (+ practice 
too common in theatres when a discuntended audience have 
to be suddenty appeased) paciying the and by & pro. 

part of M'Aipine to ing the comic song of 
ued Mall ‘Souk ‘after the play of the Mountaineers Thua 
termingted a row, which at one time threatened the destruc: 
tion of the interior of the theatre. 

‘This was the lest time I ever usw M’Alpine play, He 
continued to improve in bis profession with astonishing t 
pidity, and waa pronounced by many excellent jud 
young man of uncommon talent, who would shortly reek 
Gmineuoe. Alaa! that “man should put sn enemy into his 
mouth to steal sical away ‘bis brains.” bis bright prospects 
have been crashed by his own folly, and the convivislity of 
his toxp = Fre rd Bis rein. Ths lod 1 beert of vin was a8 

¢ hero of a strolling company in Cartmel, near Ulverston, 
Lancashire ; his Feipne aly tolerated from the, roool. 
Jection of what he had been, aud in all probability, he has 
wank into an carly grave, another victim to intemperance, 

It was in Ayr I first formed the rerolntion of providin; 
ayeelf with my own theatrical wardrobe, Having reoei 
8 proses irom Londan of two very bandsome tunica, I re- 
Lircedtn Oo ere ernst te weekly reovipts to 


tht be for correctly 
Tare cotruted o me. ow wall 1 sconiaed mya 
ject, thore who have ever sean mo on the atage ure the best 
It noon scquired for me the reputation of being one 
of the most attentive actors to costume, and one of the beat 
dresarn in the country: this alded me vary materially in my 
ire provincial engagements, 

I know that actors of the old school have exclaimed loadly 
against the praotion; and that managers have taken most an- 
warrantable liberties with the pab'io, in consequence of meny 
perro chooeing to find their own warurobe, cannot be 

‘Jf an actor now refuses to find his own drome, he 
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‘will frequently be compelled to appear in rags and filth; yet 
the comfort may be obtained at to slight s eacrifios on the 

rt of any actor, that the reputation he is sure to obtain 
From his avdience will staply ovorpay him for the attempt, 
‘Yet would I endeavour to fe the public to prevent 
aminagera from encroaching ta often on their good nature, 
whero actors cither will not, or cannot find their awn dremes, 
hy loudly hixing, not the actor, bnt the manager, boldly ex. 
plainine the canes of disipprobation. A fow lowons of this 
detcription would speedily oorrect the evil, 

‘Whenever new picoo is advertised with tho additional 
flourish of new recnery and drossce, unlesa they aro new, it is 
an imposition, which ehould bo treated an uch by the apeutn. 
tors, How frequently docs o play-bill trampet forth the ex- 
pense and Inbour hestowed upon a new, when in the third or 
fourth scene, on comes 1m old acquaintance of the andienca 
not even touched hy the brush of the artist, while the por. 
furmars, wich the everption of fm ox three principal charac. 

» appear in the jing dresses, worn nightly; 
‘wherees 8 few pounde judiciously expended, would ave ren 
dered them new in appearance, and produced every requisite 
effect. This parsimony, when jeals are well supported, 
should not ba tolerated an instant; and oven in the degraded 
state to which I have se tho drama reduced, is unjustifiable, 
and only tends to make bad, worte. 

very lino in play bil shotld bo strictly trun: bat to 
such m height e pernicious nystem of puffing heen car- 
ried, that tt Sen common serine "that the 9 foatert liar in 
world except = newspaper, bill.” The consequence 
of thus frequently disappointing the public, has produced an 
apathy towards the theatre, which it will take years to de- 


‘My firat participation in a trick too frequently resorted to 
by strolling players, occurred the night previous to my de- 
partnre from Ayr, Harry M'Cann, (Paddy M’Cann—glorious 
Paddy, who, when engaged to carry » torch in = procession, 
provoked the laughter of every one connected with the thea- 
ire, by declar.ng to Kean he was improving in his profession, 
for ha was acting the light business at the Cobourg every 
night) a worthy little fellow, and at this time my constant 
companion, having failed in his attempt at = benefit, and in- 
steal o” realising a profit, finding himeelf indebted four 
pounds to the manager, (not an unfreqneut exo on sich oct i+ 
sions") wsa placed under stoppage of fivo shillings per week, 


* Here let ma observe, that the pablie Iabour under an ofranoous bm 
Pression with regard to actory’ benefits, It is aeually eupposed that actor 
rg 
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‘which had eo crippled his finances, he was unable to discht 
a debt of ¢wo guineas at his lodgings; for which eum, all his 
wearing apparel, tozether with his stock of wigs, red stock 
ings, and other properties most needful to a low comedian. 
He was allowed to take each evening at the thestro what he 
‘wanted for that night's perfurmunce, provide! iv did not ex: 
ceed in bulk the sige of 3 common pocket handkerchief, 
which was to be regularly brought bome ufter the perfurm- 
ence. He therefore extracted the moat necessary articles, re- 
placing their ba'k by sall pieces of painted canvas or otber 
‘useleas articles which abound in all theatres, Theso things 
were deposited in the tranks of his brother actors, who wero 
more fortunately ated than himecif, while the bnadle of 
Tabbish was regularly deposited at the bottom of the trunk, 
fo me he applied on the last occasion to place in my trank 
two or three wigs and a pair of rarest boots, the posession of 
which was a matter of grest importance to him. 1 confess 1 
felt afew qualms of conscience as 1 gave my reluctant con- 
sont, on reoviving the pledge of hia honour that the money 
should be fuithfally paid, which was done in my presence two 
afterwards, “Never shall I forget the alarm of his Jand- 
Jandy when the trank was opened iu ber presence to eee that 
the things were safe. She was under the impremion that 
they had been abstracted by some one about ber house, not 
tbinkiog it powible a strolling actor could bare honour 
enongh to pay a debt after having abstracted piece mesl the 
only security she thought herself possessed of. She actually 
offered him the two guineas to say nothing about the matter, 
us it might injare the reputation of her house. This was too 
much for oar risible faculties: he confessed himself the offen- 
der; and with a hearty sheke of the hand snd an extorted 
yromiee fo prove kind to the next unbappy actor who might 
Be placed th difficulty, we left her, with her 0 of the 
honesty of the pley actors much improved, and an anecdote 
which the repeated to every company of actors who visited 

for many years afterwards. 

‘he season at Ayr having terminated, Neville and Shaw 
diwolved thoir partnership, Neville retaining the mansge- 
ment, Shaw leat the company, and taking with him Mri, 





‘play gratuitously for each other on these occasions. On thr contrary, the 
Sxpmunes are fixed at a certain sum by the manager, which, if not re 
eelved at the doors, the unfortuaate actor Is placed onder stoppages until 
‘the deficiency 1a paid into the treasury; although in many instances, 1f it 
‘had not heen for the exertions of the sctor whose name is placed at the 
hhead of the play bills, the menager would not probably bave received 
Dalf of the aroount taken on the oceaslon withont including the deficiency 
‘whish the actor has to make good, 
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Bhaw, and his sister, Mra Milla, Mr. and Mra and 
family also left us, to commence management ou their own 
account, at Port Glaigow; a speculation in which the 
strongly urged me to embark aa partuer, In «hort, thi 
may be termed the breaking up of our mug aud bappy party. 
In a abort time afterwards, we were seattered in all directions, 
many of un never to meet again, 

Neville’s tirst effort on hia own account wos at Mauchline, 
where he slecidedly failed, our forve being inettisient. Ho 
‘was advised to try his fortune for a few nights, at Catherine 
‘Mills, a large manafacturing village, but a few miles distant, 
Having obtained permission from the readent preprictor, 
‘Mr. Buchanan, to perform for twelve nights, a burn was fitted 
up for the purpose; and here it was, I for the first time, num- 
Dered myvalf among the barn-door fowl of the prafecsion, 
without which my strolling adventures would have been 
inoompleta. Te houses for the Gret four nighta were ex- 
collent; after which, we could scarcely muster money anough 
to Pay for candles. With some ditficulty, the m: er con- 
trived to pay bis actors; but for bie other debta, I doubt much 
whether they are paid to this boar, 

‘To me, our visit to Manchline was marked by an incident. 
At was here for the firet time that I was hised—the part, 
Fatnwould, in Raising the Wiad. I sappose I deserved it, 
but it was the sdmirable actieg of Emley, in Jeremy Diddler, 
that caused the offence. He inade me laugh so heartily at 
the breakfast table, that I could not speak for laughing, until 
the audience tried to change my tune. 1 went off the stage 
Isughing, while the sudieuce were hiwing, but I did not 
yetnro that might: I ran out of the (theatre) barn, home. 
How the farce was finished, I never exnotty heard. I re 
ceived a long lecture from the manaxer the follawing morning, 
‘upon the folly of my course, concluding with whut I then 
thought » remarkable expression, bat which experience hes 
‘taught mo was correct, that no actor, however high his station, 
vor passed through his career, without at some period ea- 
countering the displeasure of an audience ; that mast make 
‘Up my mrnd to such scones, if I intended to remain pon the 

and thet nothing bat my inexperience prevented him 
from discharging me forthwith, 

M Cann and myself lodged in the same house, and most ex- 
cellent quarters wo had, paming » pleasant fortnight, not- 
withstanding the bad Dusioes Not oo tho manager: his 
troubles were beginning, oa we thought ours ending. Being 
in arrears for rent, his goods and chattels were arronted “in 
transita,” as a lawyer would express himeclf, So well bad the 
landlord taken his measures, and with such secrecy, that he 
not daly eeoured the scenery, Wardrobe, dremes and properticd 


of the manager, but the trunks containing the wearing ap: 
parel of the and whatever little private property they 
poreased—all was in pomenion of the Philistines. 
Tnoonseious of what had happened, M’Cann, Emley, Mrs, 
Emloy, her children, and myroif, were on our road to Cum- 
nock, a8 merry as Jarks, little drowning of the mishap which 
wag ahartly to overtake us, only thinking what sort of a houre 
weabouli open to on the following evening, none of us overe 
Irurdened with money, but all in high spirtu. We reached 
our destination, ordered dinner, which, while wo were in the 
act of anjoying, Neville provented himeelf, with a face fall of 
sorrow, ta recount the aad tale of our undoing, ‘To me it was 
of awfal import. Every thing I , the clothes 
in which T was seated, appeared lot, without tho posibility 
of recovery. But actors, like other hurasn beings, seem to be 
moat when they have mort canso for sorrow. The bad 
ft, which pamed by wholesale, elovated my eptrita, and the 
by axpreasions of regret past, I never spent » moro ploasant 


evening. 
A council of war was awembled, when the ladies retire: 
and the course wo to pursue being marked ont 
dagen, Beat wore loft to take their chance, and 
not to interrapt our ilacty. Tt was now my 
Knowledge of businoss was to be turnod to account. Being 
able to talk sensibly of warp and weft, winding, heckling, 





via 
1 yan in Gunnock heard ofthe doth of poor Dery, 
the fanbarve por and, beyond beri ae 
a 
comedian 7. Liston, Mather sind 


of this duy, we, and Emory, oom: 
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bined, would not have formed » better actor than Jack 
Berry: bat dissipation and repeated acte of neglect of his 
rofession, through dissipation, at length eo exhausted the 
Rindees and patience of Mr. Henry Biddone thet be wae 
Teluctantly compelled to abandon him; and, in leaving the 
Edinburgh theatre, the lavt reatraint upon his unhey 
failing, was loat in Dumbarton, where be aud his wife 
heen giving an entertainment of a theatrical nature. He fall 
in a otate of intoxication against a glam door, Incerating ix 
arm iu a0 dreadfal & manner a to produce Jockjaw, Srom 
which, by the care and attention of bis physician, he re- 
covered, bat was never the same man again. He became a 
member of a travelling company, performing in the open air, 
at fairs: and thus the man whose talents bad delighted the 
moat enlightened audience in the British empire, was oon~ 
verted into the low buffoon of s mountebank’s caravan. 
died in abject misery, almoat shrmued by his pot bouse oom- 
panions. Let hie example be a warning to others, who while 
they breathe a sizh to the memory of lost talent, will avoid 
that dangerous of all seductions to an actor—oonvivial meet- 
ings, and free and ea-y <ocietice—where your company it 
yalued only by the song you may be able to sing, or the amus- 
ing anecdote you are expected to relate—where many who 
court your society within the walls of s tavern, would refuse 
to acknowledge an actor's satute in the open day, in the broad 
highway. ‘To all such be your motto— 


Nemo me impun: Tacesse 











CHAPTER Iv. 


Parting of old Frends. Greve of Burns. Greta Green. Alnwick, 
‘Kendal. New Acquamtance. Journey Acrom the Mountain, Hare 
rogate Springs. Mr. Booth and Mrs. Renaud, (late Mra  Powell,) 
Theatre Royal, York. Captivity of Bonaparte. Edmund Kean, 
Canterbury and Rochester, 


‘Pru separation from Neville being finally determined upon, I 
saw the landlord at Maucbline paid in full, and passed on to 
‘pay a farewell visit to my uumerous friends in Ayr; hav: 
‘once more tasted the good cheer of Mrs, M'Cullool ble, 
turned wy course towarda England, resolved if postible, to 
procures situation in Mra, Batler’s company, then performing 
at Kondal, Westmoreland, or, failing there, to proceed to 
Newenatle ou ‘Tyne, and offer my services to Mr. Macready, 
for any sam he might think proper to offer; hoping, under 
‘Lis sxoellent tuition, to rise rapidly in the profeuion. Full 





period i and 
aware I led with me the good wishes of the whole frater- 
nity. and { know ! parted from them with repret. Emley 
Meaiz ith The latter] Suvesponded reeset mth thin 

ii latter regularly until within 
a few months of his death ; previoun to which I Jost sight of 
him, ard have learned ho was confined in the King’s Bench 
Prison for debt. Fale ie pera him from making 
known hia eitustion, If T not have paid his debts, I 
could, af least, have administered to his wants, and would 
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syers £0 totally devoid of thooe little feelings of 
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in English history, (irefna Green, “where ranaway cou 
jen crows tho boundary of their native kingdom to vicit a 
Bootch blackamith, whore fetters having boen tightly rivetted, 
most of them wish in vain to untivet again, before the end of 
‘pwelve months.” This place was, of course, an object of 


curiosity to most of the and the driver ind 
arwith tre ralnaber dolay; ater’ wich we proceeded . 
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to the inn, whare we changed horses, and which 
Parag pomesing the same accommodation in leaving 
Aftor an absenoe of seven years, I entered Fngland, widol; 
motemorphoved. “When I departol, as. boy, with stita 
of youthful hope, for the roof of my uncle m Hdinburgh, my 
prospects in life were uf the brightest nature. My own uctiona 


tiacted onward in the mail for Venrith, passing hrough Sha 
and over the mountains of W ad to Mondal at w 


1 
, 
At the Crown Inn I onjoyed an excellent night's and 
breakfast over, my first inquiry of Mr. gt hei 


Pi ednes 

the theatre, I was introduced to her brother, Mr. 
Jefferson; it was a neat building, regularly built, and capable 
of holding fram sixty to eeventy pounds, I waa much pl 

with the inanner in which the business was conducted. Mes- 


W 1 sppeared in to a house fortunately weil 
filled. ‘The acter being a fayoutite, the debwé wat 
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oo promising, that I was offered fifteen shilli: week, tha 
bighes nalaey ‘given, whioh { cheerfully coepted really hoppy 
tothink (had obtained a sitaction. Che following ladies and 
getileiten ormped the company: —Mr, G. defferun, # 
Townager; Mc, Browsr, Me, Meadows Mc. Mercer, Mr. Hal 
Jam, Me, Ganrge, Me. Martin, Me. Bristow, Mr. J. O"Gonner, 
Master Ssmocl Basier, Mr. Stoxer, Mra. Batler, Mr. Mare 
ray, Mra Moroer, Muss Craven, Mua Stoker, Miss Batler, Mra 
Martin; to which tist | bave now to add, Mr, Wemyss, In 
‘Mra Butler's company I remained thres years, & very langh- 
able adventare took place, arising from the custom of closing 
all the Licensed theatres during the Passion Wook, The 
autor, on these oovasions, gunerally divide themselves into 
mull’ parties of fuur and five, and visit tho villages in the 
neighbourhood, where dramatic amuvements are seldom seen, 
and never for @ longer perind then thres or four nights, A 

wrty of this devription, ovnsisting of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Mone 
Sowa Mr J. 0 Conner, Bre ‘Murray, and Mise Craven, having 
annowuced George Barnwell for representation, at Kirby 
‘Longudale, found themselves deficient ia numbers to compicte 
the cast, aud, as tho leader of oar orchestra, Mr. William 
‘Moroor, had acoompanied them, they porrunded him to make 
bis fir appearance on aay stage, a8 the Uncle, in Geo: 
Barowoll. | As he bad frequently boasted, that the young I 
(as he used to call thom, although he was but twenty-five 
im, of age himself) knew nothing of scting, he would do it, 

only to show them what it was Therefore, having dili- 
gontly perfected himself in the words of the author, (which, 
Bt rehearsal, he spoke very well, bat with s broad Yorkshire 
dinleet,) he prepared to give the lads a lesson, which was to 
‘be of service to them during their natural lives But when 
the time arrived, stage fright deprived this boster of hie 
‘courage—he could scarcely utter word. The stage being 
cleared for his entrance, he commenced thus— 

“If 1 wore superstitious now.” —(A dead pause.) 

“1 aay, if I was superstitious."—(Another pause.) 

If {was puperstitions, I should may.” (Aside)—“ Tom, 
why don't you stick mer” 

Yi Toxi, who played George Barnwell, did not intend to 

Jet, him off' so easily, but remained in his retirement, oon- 
‘valved with langhter. So the Uncle was compelled to pro- 
proceed, which he did, thae— 

Ob, religion is a blessed thing”—(A pause.) 

be ‘wmauch”——-(Another pause} 








pause) 

Beligion is—Oh, Tom, I aay, do stick me" (Aside, 
ein ow pe tin nth 
‘ 

upon the audience, who of 
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the only thing to restore gravity waa to slexpatch the Uncle 
aa quick as possible: bat this was not to be so easily done. 
Mr, William Mercer's memory had, by this time, returned— 
he suddenly exclaimed, “Stop, Tum, know it now—1 can 
repeat every word of it.” And he begin— If } were aupar- 
atitious now, I should say"—dingie, dingle, wont the promp- 
ters boll, and down came the curtain, amid the upioarious 
laughter of the audience; and so ended tho third uct of the 
tragedy of George Barnwell, and the last attempt of Mr. 
‘Mercer to give practical lessons in acting. 

‘Tho seaton at Kendal being concluded, we next procesded 
to Northallerton, in Yorkshire. This distance is something 
over sixty miles, which, on a fino summer morning, in com: 
at with O'Conner, Meadows, Willian: Mercer, and Mr. 

elly, I started to walk. We allowed ourselves two days to 
accomplish the tak, walking twenty miles before breakfast 
‘the first day, fourteen to dinner, and fourteen after dinner ; 
thus accomplishing forty-eight tiles the firt day, over & 
mountainous country, and icisurely waiking fifteen miles on 
the following day, 80 accustomed had 1 become to fatigue of 
this devcription, that a walk of thirty miles wax no common 
occurrence, for & day's amusement, when we had xo act a6 


niet orthallerton we remained nix wocks, when wo repaired. 
to the races at Beverley, and from thence to Harrogate 
Rprings, forthe summer, Here it was I first met 


BOOTH, 


‘the most eooentric of all miad tragedians. He was the first 
‘London star I ever acted with, and ot that time in the height 
‘of his popularity. Whaconld have sappoed that the “ Wilford,” 
who trowbled with fear before this little tragediun, at Har- 
Togate, in 1825, should, years afterwards, have paid him 
thonsands of dollars as the mansger of an American theatre? 

Tis performance of Bertram, at this time, was terrifically 
grand. His mind was in its full vigour, and a well cultivated 
soil if was, A more delightful companion, “whew not in his 
snood,” it would be difienlt Ca find, Oified vith powers of 
conversation the most a; mast several lauguages, 
Enelus Junfos Booth wis bora to oontol hove over whom he 
‘Wished to cast a epell of fascination. He waa the only actor 
‘who had dared to mearure strength with Kean—failing only 
through his own impradence—tritling with his reputation— 
and af the same time with the public, who were as of 
Sesacing talent, which had suddenly burst upon them in a 
laze Played 











excellence, He first ‘at Covent Garden, then 


shal only obentee tat he played mation At, Boot agin, I 
rs Tiree m 

‘saa thzes nighie at Ti » in the some wok, and Loftus ell 

Gilighted with hiswetlng and opaly all plowed wih him 

wage, 

re ali Ye Mea, Powel of Drazy Lane, (fi Renan) 

the rival of the grea! ‘Bs. Siddons, who, when young, mut 

hare bons a bata woman, “Hor aeng apo maze to 
She ar han that of aay lady T evar ab polare or 

heraelf with the chacester she. was ey 
‘until you forgot the poten in the actress, The first 
foled: with hor was Jifier, in Vouice “Preserved, 


Be 


tion, and the second, the consciousness of my inability to 
whe her properly—but thst I would do the best I could 
with pare {ar beyond my abllity, and of which I know 

but the words, In manner, she repented 

ioe oe at to, mp ‘upon may mand those portions of 
i umally lucing the greatest effect upou an 
Siienoe’ To her (uition I owed the suooess of my perform- 
noe; sud as we left the stage, at the end of the first act, her 
expression of “ Very well, indeed, sir—excellent,” enabled moe 
to proceed with that confidence which, in an acter, is the sare 
forerunner of success. ‘The prow complimented mie highly on 
a performance, and oven the manager condesended to thank 
ibe green noon. For afterwards, I used to consider 
Fetter my beet part, and folt a desire to act it, long after I had 
coated to appear in tragedy, Mra Renaud remained with us 
one year, playing & fow nights in each town, and left us in 
Kendal, in 13175 {2 ein one ‘Edinburgh company, whore she 
remained until her Ter pedormange of Elvira, in 
Bim and Alice: is Sane ese a perfection of the 
i although not 90 pow- 
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spare such an actress from the London boards, was a question 
auked very often, but not readily answered. Oh, theep 
F these Mansvers 11 
‘The eventfal year of 1815 was i. de risusora sh: ‘iy another 
remarkable occurrence. In conjiny with Mr, George and 
‘Mr, O'Connor, I had paid a vinit to the city of York, where the 
theatre was then under the manavement uf Mr. Fitzscrald.— 
The play was the Fortune of Wur, the afiurpios- the Wen- 
dering 7, in which Man-cl, fanons for: wellewrinten 
Defence of the Stage, was acting Comut de Crosay, when n 
gentleman iu the dress cirele of boxes sudde ily placcd hia feet, 
‘apon the cushion of the hand rail, aud holuing lumeelf in that 
position by the pillar af the hoaes, with rosrovdy breath 
‘enough to mako himself distinctly heard “cwwudod that the 
mance should ceaxe, ontil he aduresacd the audience.— 
is was met by histes, and cric¢ of “turn Lim out,’ until, 
amid the uproar, the name of Bonuparte was heard, followed 
hy acty of “hear him, hear hin,’ He preeeoded nearly thas, 
‘his agitation choking his utterance :-—“ Gentle1eu, I have the 
b pee epinl infurm you—Napoleon Bonajrte—hay rnrren- 
lered himself a prisoner of war—(dead +i: 
intent upon catching the next word)—to Capt 
is Majesty's ehip Bullero:-hon.” Tho wholo andience rme— 
cheer followed chesr—the mon waved their hats, the ladies 
their hundkercbirfs—Gud save the King was called for 
—the whole company, male and fomule, appeared upon the 
atage, sang the national anthem, the -ucicuce joining in the 
chorus. At the conclusion, threo cheers wore given—Itule 
Britannia was played by the band, aud three-fourths of the 
audience immediately left the theatro, to talk of the won- 
derfal news, and to ask cach other if it could beirae. hus 
ended my ficat visit to the York theatre, My readers will agreo 
with me, that it was not casily to be forgotten. 
‘From Harrogate we proceeded to Richmond, in Yorkshire, 
erossod to Northallerton, for the race week, returning to 
‘Richmond ; and, at the clove of the seen, taking our depar 
ture for Whitby, where wo remained duriug tho winter, and 
opened the spring campaign at Ripon; from thence to 
rrley ; back to ‘Harrogate end Richmond; then, over the 
mount to Ulverstone, in Lancushire, and Kendal, in 
‘Westmoreland—thus performing my first ‘tour of a regular 
Provincial cireuit, occnpyiug two years, from my first joining 
‘the company at Kundul; during which time Mr Meadows, 
Mr, Hallam, tfr. aud Mrs. Mercer, Mr. Brewer, Mr, Bristow, 
and Mist Craven, left. us, their plaoes being anpplivd by Mr. 
Galvert, (then playing under the name of Young, but now 
‘known by his contest with the Rev. Mr, Best and his edi 
ble anawer to that gentleman's attack pon the stage and ite 
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Mr, O'Conner, Mr. Francis O'Conner, Mis 0’Con- 
Ptend iim Stancord : 


16 was dari ey aley in Mra. Bate’ compan 1 had tho 
stra eos the Tend td eestor of my youth 


in London, rng tie 
month of Gotaber, ay bet ‘but he lives in my heart, will 
continue there unt tbat heart cees to beat ‘Those only 
sho Kaew is worth onl apprec 


Reguiescat in 
In Mra, Butler's company 1 rmsined neatly ¢hree years, 
during which time an attachment had taken place betwoon 
ler and myself, which was the cause of my dey 
Yio objection waa offered to our marriage by the friends of 
ie party, but our extreme youth. 1 was searealy twon 
of ago, and the young lady not more than goventeen. It 
ras agrocd all parties, that wo should separate for twelve 
month, at the expiration of which time, if we remained 
ateadiadt in our affections, we were to be united, with the per 
‘approbation of our friends, Un arrangement we 
petal breathing vows of eternil constancy, never to mect 


ate t. Munden, of Drury Lane theatre, procured me » situa: 
ith Mr. Dowton, in Canterbury, at sualary of twenty-five 
iilnge re ‘week, where I srrived in January, 1818, making 
# firm eppearance as Rover, in O'Keufe' play of Wild Ga 
be oo 1y consis Hiaseerbon, the Bt anager) 
W, Dowion, Mel Dowton, Me Wharton’ Mn 
ME Jean ‘Slomen,) Mr. Marshall, Mr. Hamertoo, oe ie 
Jeffries, My. Hubbard, Mr, Womyea; and, shortly "shoriards, 
‘Mr. Caleraft, Miss Barry, Mra. H. Dowizn, atareasie Ae Are, 
J. Sloman, Mrs. Owen, Miss Leigh, Mim Kennedy, Mre 
Hamerton, jun. A compeny of handsomer women I’ never 
saw collected within the walla of a theatre, 

‘Tho four months I pamed in Canterbury was really a round 
of delight. Miss Barry led tho way, with social party, 
‘which wan repeated hy the Indies alternately, TFreate 
night inc ach Wednesday night wo °payed in 


ted ning a he "rey to Gastar a fang a te ot 
nally mado unoomfortal ble bye rainy day 

Dita ot farand Sood humour, that we were ike oo any 

schook boys let loots fr a holiday, 

From Ci to Rochester. In this city 


{fot owe fin wih th Ge ofthe Laden, sar, 
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England. Here I wss fist introduced to that bright 
Peete the atage, . 


EDMUND KEAN. 


‘How shall 3 attempt to describe “the ster” of the British 
stage the man, who, without ae le friend, overeime ob- 
rtacloa almost insurmountable ; one bold effort, awept 
the cold and polished school of eA from the stage, 
astonishing the English metropolis by his bold and natural 
oon det of dharuthan, whieh haekecated ta. soos w.eerio ot 
lence, that “no one but himeelf could be his parallel.” 
’ o Treated with marked indifference, amounting elmost to 
insult, by the actors and actrewea who filled the. “ dramatis 
jertonss,” on fhe night of his first appearance at the Theatre 
Royal, ry lane yand finding, ‘before the end of the season, 
thoas aame lignified Jadiesand gentlemen, who would scarcely 
return with civility the salute of an obscare country actor, 
among his most servile ilatterers-—filling the theatre nightly 
to overflowing—rejecting the society of the noble and learned 
weocking his companions among thove xotors whom be had 
‘known in advoreity, and to whom hoover proved a kind fiend. 
—he moved like ‘a comet, to be wondered at, but not ay 
proached. Throughout bis triumphal carcer,—raising tl 
Prise ale fortunes of the theatre to which he was ttaohed =~ 
Sao mreicarts vimat gu ak 
Ppablic,—ans ing up, at . ou spirit, in one 
great effort to sustain his fame. 

Prine may haya been a thet fault of his dia private, li ig his 
is career was a trinm| jadice; and 
The name of Edmund Kean, hke fitter Garside, Sit descend 

to posterity, as “the actor” of his 
‘The first time I eyer saw him act, peered Wellborn, to his 
Bir Giles Overreach, in Mamingort Pha y of A New Way to 
Pay Old Debta. With the exception of my first aj 
at Glasgow, I never suffered so much from et Set bat 
Lis known ‘kindness and affability, to actors of every 
goon relieved me from my embarrassment. J su snpred wh with 
him after the performance, and, from that hour, 
amy friend. Many yoars aftorwards, in Baltimore, I had the 
fortune to extricate him from a most ‘unpleasant and 
situation, But, of this, arenfier,—if, good reader, 
You can travel with me across the Atlant 
ing visit, es: which I aoted, for 


the fet tines, nye pat et in CI 


sherry’s comedy 

sa Wesley sould have 
bees character on avert Gal con® boing ‘bent, 
Treas compelled to samme the Light comely hero. There is 
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an expremion of the author's frequently used in this charnober 
Goring the dialogue of, "In fer it again,” which proved & 
source of much annoyance to me on this ocoasion, bit is too 
gnod a joke nat to he recorded. A gentleman in the boxes, 
who did not appear to reli-h my acting, and who must have 
been tomething of a wit, having hit patience worn oub, re 

ted the wide of "In for it azaiu.” atter me thus, Yea, 

heaven you are 1% for it ouly for I will be hanged if you 
can pliy it, T wish sou good night,” and immediately left 
the boxes. This prodaced a roar of Ieughter, not only from 
the audience bur frond the actors, which must have rained the 
whole play, had I not goodnataredly added at the first pans, 
“Well, now I ax 1" for it, eure enough,” which was recoived. 
hy a round of applause, and the play pusod off without far 
terruption. 











ict mae fe the liv sof Roctaatis 2 iret my naee eee 
avelling beyond the company I was immodiately attac 
to. ‘Mr, Thomas Robertson, eke manager of the Lincola ols. 
cuit, unsolicited, made mo sn offer of one guinea and a half 
ar week, to lead tho Tit comedy and juvonilo tragedy in 
ia compeny. Here, then, was the offer of a recular line of 
business, and an inereato of six por cent to my income. This 
offer I accepted, and in six weoks froin this timo T finished 
my cerwr vith Vir, Dowton, Ieiving the souiuty of Mr. 
Oslorats, Mr. Marshail, end Mr. 8 nman, nith regret, 

Thus, in fuar yeurs’I bad doubled my income, ox derived 
from w} profonional exertion The Net part played ia 
Rocherwr was Don Lodowieh, ia the Jew of Malta, for Mr. 
Hamerton's benefit. I pasted two days in London, with m} 
family, and then ‘proceoded “en route” to Peterborough, 
Northamptonshire. 


CHAPTER Y. 


Peterborough, Joe Cowell, Walkutson and Meadows. Singular Loss 
‘of Memory, Bhameful Rresch of Decorum. Out, out, Damned Spot. 
wager, and an Honest Man. Mz. Thomas Robertson. Offers 






T annrvrp in Peterborough on the 10th of June, 1818, making 
my firet apps trance, in Mr Bbertem’s company, as Rich- 
mond, in “Richa the Third,” following it by Rover, in 
Wild Oats,” which had become quite a favourite character 
with me, The company consisted of Mr. ond Mm T. 
Robertson, Mr. Fortescue, Mr. Haug, Mr. Collin, Mr. 
Frederick Robertson, Mr. Cooke, Mr. J, O'Connor, Mx. Red- 


ward, Mr. Boreaford, Mr, ‘Mr. Stanhope, Mr. and 
‘Mu. Brooke, Miss Danby, Mis EDanby, ‘Miss Stannard, 
‘Mas, Norris, Mr. Cowell and Mr, Wemyss. 

‘The manager was pleased to express to me his satisfaction 
at my euccess, and during the time I remained a member of 
his comp ny, which was nearly tivo years, I enjoyed ay much 
felicity a3 ever falls to the lot of a country actor. Reposted 
‘by the manager, one of the few members of the company ad. 
aitted to his priate parties held in entination by the andience, 
my pocketa well filled, my theatrical wardrobe increased until 
it hud beoome an object of envy to many of my brother per. 
formers, I had nothing left to ‘wish for—but—a London en 

ent, Could I have divested myself of ambition, ¥ could 

wwe terminated my theatrical career in the Linooln circuit, 
pouemed of a handsome competence. We visited Peterbo- 
Tough, Spalding, Borton, Lincole, Newark-upon Trent, Grane 
tham, Wisbeach, Whittlesea, and Huntingdon, in each of which 
towns } had the fourth part of a benefit ; that isto say, the 
names of two performers were nnnounced at the head of the 
bills, and they shared the amount of the house with the 
manager, after eight pounds, This is decidedly the most 
tqnitablo modo of givlag benefits—the actor riaktog nothin 
but bis perronal exertions, in case of failure ; if suocest 
the manager received a portion of the gain, to bear the loas 
of & lew table aight hy which means every actor was 
certain of obtaining some little emolument from the night 
intended for his benefit. My finances were never in such & 
flourishing state, althongh I havo received ten times the 
amount of weekly salary. 

A country actor, of rising reputation, looks forward with 
foverish anxiety to the momont that will allow him the oppor 
tunity of his powers before a metropolitan audfence— 
that tert of merit whi fatal to so many, and from 
wich there ia noappes!. Lat an actor, on he rst sppoarancn 
in London, be rejected, and his prospects are blighted for ever. 
‘He returns to the country # ruined man, (professionally,) 
managers rarely feeling disposed to offer engagements un 
tach circumstances, and the ready to pronounce his 
failare a just retribution for his presumption. But let success 
‘crown his efforts, and the theatres in which he has previously 
Played will be scarcely Jarge cnough to admit the sudience 
which will nightly flook to witness his performance, each town 
claiming the merit of having been the first ta discover and 
Oe eth Tondon engagement was the a6 plus ulira of 

formerly, & was the ns ira of a0 
actor's wishin, Once susosmafal there, he wae fixed for lif 
good behaviour. Not so now. A London engage. 
sort precarious; of mahagers, desire of 


3 





or di 
‘ment is 
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new faces on the part of the pablic, with » hundred other 
minor causes, render the London actor (unlem on the to] 

round of the ledder) the most dependent of his tribe. He is 
of his engagement from foason to season. Thus, 








he 

ith us, both before and behind the 
supplied by or. Meadows, of Bath, 

whom I had not sean sinos he left Butler's company, and from 
whom 1 was indebted to him for my recoxamendation 


ude 
whose of Geoffrey Muffincap, in “4 
farce of “ Amateurs and Actors,” stam] fame a one of 


‘with us in Bostoo, and returned to London in the spring. Ho 

is another who may be held up os an example of what actors 

aught tobp-uprght honestand honourable eal i elngy, 

warm friend, snd en excellent husband and father, 
fantingdon, 


bowing to the audience, 1 resumed the part as flendiy an if 
Sabre ee is eames at 
coourrence, I had Flaped the ‘ i pect 
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eneelahs yet could not think of s ingle word, and ex: 
hibited a de of childish sensitiveness whenever the subject 
Yas allads to. Never afterwards aid 1 appear on the stage 
ae this character without a feeling of doubt and few, and an 
taxisiy to Salah Phe nocendl speech sa the fourth act os rapidly 
le. 
Huntingdon we went to Whittlewa in the Inle of Ely, 
where for the first and only time in my theatrical career, I 
appeared upon the stage in state of intoxication. Being 
lider time, I was induced to taste some old English ale, 
brewed expresly for this festival, kept by all the substantial 
in the neighbourhood, who vit with each other as to 
ape of their malt liquor, frealy disbursed 
their frien: Althor I did not drink more than 
one las, so powerful wan tho efcot, that Tao, became 
aware I was “non compos ” however, to the theatre I hied, 
‘Whother the glare of the Float aided 1 fames of the liquor, 
1 know not, but well do I remember, that no answer did I 
return, but a laugh, to all Rob Roy's flaming speeches—not 
one word of the part of Osbaldlstone ai did I utter 
during the whole performance. I Isughed, and the audience 
Inughed with me, or at me ; had they hissed me it would have 
been more to their credit, and what I richly merited. The 
orime carried along with it the punishment a sick headache 
mand long did . remember the fecling of shame with or r 
encountered my manager on the following morning; he said 
not «word, bat he looked—what he thought he 
According to the rules of the theatre, | had forfe 
to fo my easy, and wishing to avold a lecture, I did not 
the treasary until vent for, when Mr. Robertaon nddrosed mre 
Pies :—" Young man, acorn sense of right and wrong, 
e  dowp contrition you shown for your impropriety 
foot; will make a more lssting improstion thas any 
fanimes ¥ can infliot—there is money your only re 
Proach will be never to mention the subject again. 

‘Thin well-timed lenity hed ita effect; but Mr. Robertson 
always know how to make himself respected, even when com- 
polled 6p comme The collected profession could not have 

rised me off my guard on any oconsion after this, when I 

my 4 duty to gin fy at the theatre in the evening; but 

just manner in which the Linooln manager oon 
ro clay, for eee bonged mae 
of salary, for 

and should, on ao cecasien, be alma to its way into the 
manager's pocket ; the forfeits, therefore, were chearfally i, 
‘whenever Ingurred, and » fan oreated, from which poi hogy 
Giatrees were copaaionally relieved, 
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bers of the Company derived a nource of gratifiestion and 
sootal intereonrse—n supper or dinner being given regularly 
once ayear. If that {cits amonnted tra sufficient sam, they 
were appropriated tod fray the «x, 0", If the calla npon 
this faud hid becn t:9 freqnent, or 10 forfeitures had been 
inourred, the maniger cheerfilly imide ood tho difference, 
with a complimentary speech on th+ god behaviour of the 
company fer the mcs i. yan. Mr Rybertson was regarded, 
more like the futhur ci ai wil , then the director of a theatre; 
wero Laswd Gs puint oa _aetrictly just and bonest man, 
Mr. Thomas Kshorsem, the Lincoln manager, vould be that 
an Healtu,h pyinc-s, nud ] roepority to him and his, ism 
fervent wiw. Wo puted the let of friends; end, shoul 
fate ordain we weet uzain, the hearty eLake of the hand, that 
genuine mark of friendship, would be cordially reciprocated. 

Of Mrs ‘T. obarteon, it is unnce scary to say moore than 
she hac been an exc.ticnt actress; aud although somewhat 
impaired hy ago, there are few uf tho yuan, diea in the 
profession who poses her flow of animal epirits, added to 
Which che is an suthores cf <omo merit, and a woman pow 
sessing a strons, well cultivated mind, 

In the month of Auust, 1819. I received an offer from Mr. 
Macready, lewee of the Theatre Royal, Bristol, of two pounds 
per week, oti the elerr b L€ of the reccip's ofa benefit, Bee 
fore ace ptinz this oer. 1 leid it 5 fore Mr. Rohert-m, asking 
Ais advice, which Le ¢-ve in the moat friendly manner, adding, 
FL) Se soery ¢ yoa, hut 14 iak runt reputation wil 
he ineromed wu li wenld make the rivl: but I exact from 
you a promise, :f yoa find youre” uncomfortable, that you 
Rovept no other situ.ziun without firet writing to me.” I 
therefore closed with Macready, in the full hope that my ap- 
pearsnoe in Bristol would be the stcpringstone to s London 


























ent. 

‘Pe Bristol Theatre was to open on Monday evening, the 
bth of November; nud the '.s* time I playci in the Lineoln 
compiny, waa on the 18*h of Oc.odvr, 1819, on which ocoasion 
Mr. Riyner, now of Covent Garden Theatre, made bis fret 
appearance ‘ag Tyke, ia the “ School of Ruf-cin.” I played 
Mr. Verunt; and how Landon. anuficnes could talorate Me 

synor’s Tyke, with Emery performace of the same part 
viva in tholt rooolleotion, a's theatrical paradex wbich aot 
unfrequently occurs. Without any disparagement to Mr, 
Raynor's talents, Mr. Meadows was as far superior to him, in 
Iyke, ge Ms, John Kemble ever was to Mr. Barrymore, in 


a 

Before bidding a final adica to Linocin, I ought to mention, 
that in a trip of pleamure to London, to spend the Passion 
Week, I mw on Baster Monday, Mr. Buck’a tragedy of “ The 
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Ytaliang,” damned at Drury Lane Theatre. Tt was the first 
time I had ever witnessed any thing of the kind, and it had ab 
Ieast the charm of novelty to recommonded it. ''The pit, fo a 
man, indulged in the motion formerly known as the “0, P, 
dance ;” this, with the discordant yells of the gallery, the hin. 
ing and clapping of hands in the hoses, Iid in a rensonable 
atoxk of headache for s week. Tho first signal of decided 
hostility was shown to Mr. H. Kemble, who played one of the 
heroes; “ Kemble, do your duty,” from an auditor in the pit, 
was the signal for a general attack. Had Mr. Buck's friends 
doen Jean noisy, the play might have escaped, but the displa 
of re placard, Prepared for the purpose, reading thus—“ Wil 
a British public suffer an insolent actor (alluding to Kean) 
and his pot companions, to trample on deserving. merit 
sealed the fate of the play. Mr. Itve and Mr. Hamblin were 
the only two individuals who obtained any thing like a hear- 
ing while the ladies, Mrs Glover in particular, came in for & 

share of censure. Mr. Stephen Kemble at length came 
forward, and commencing an addreve, with, “ Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, I sare yon 1 was called out of town"——a wag in 
the gulery, asked in the xame tone nf voice, “ Why the devil 
did you not take the ‘Italians’ with yout” 

‘This was followed by a roar cf laughter, and the manager 
could no longer succecd in obtaining a hearing. The noise 
and tumult became iouder moment, until a placard 
‘was displayed, in the front of the stage, with the words, 
“* The Htatians, ts withdraxn.” 

‘Three cheera followed the annnuciation, and in 9 short time 
the house was empty, leaving the actors to enjoy the Custle 
of Wonders by themselves. 


CHAPTER VI. 


‘Theatre Royal Brutol. Fit Night of the Scavom Darkness Mado 
‘Vuuble, Sucecssm Rover. Macready the Manager, and Mocroady the 
‘Trageiin, Father and Son, Bath Theatre. Domertle Aithetions, 
‘Infrrngement of Managerual Dneiplime. Departure for Exeter, Royal 
‘Desths, Fire. Actors’ Lowes. Kindness of the People at Exetor 
‘Oppreseion of Managers. Open Rebellion. Fust Atteropt at Manage 
‘ment. 


I razz Lincoln on Wednesday, tho 20th of October, 1810; 
spent fortnight in London, during which timo I visited the 
eatres every night, and arriving in Bristol on Saturds 
morning, the 18th of Nevember, icund my nome snncun 
for Rover, in “ Wild Oats,” for Monday evening. 1 waited 
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‘upon Mr. Maoresdy, to report my arrival, and securin, 

ings i Ting etigot, « few doors fram tke theatre, 4 
the campaign, which the manager bimself on 

nouniced in the following manner :— 


“Mu, Macuxapy most respectfully acquaints the Jadies and gentle 


apinion, judgment, decision, sod support of the Bristol audienoe,” 


On ent the theatre on Monday morning, I was rejoloed 
tofad Mir Leigh, whom) iad formedy Keown in eer 
‘bury, was engaged as the first comedy actress; this was an 
sble meeting to both parties, for of all the sunoyance to 

‘which an actor is subjected, there is none so horrible as a first 
in 3 new oom ny. The nods, the winks, the obser 
ations, rade rafictently loud to be overheard, and the stric- 


i 


‘patsed upon the new comers, have shaken the nerves of 
some of the oldest stagers. 
However, time, which waits for no man, brought on the 
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My ‘sooond syposrance was in Doricomt, in, the Ball 
Steatagem ;” my George Airy, © 
Body? then Dick Dowias, in the “ Heir at Taw," be Ba, 

I was never better received by any audience before whom I 
have bed the honour of playing, than by tho citizens of 

Briatol. Congratulated upon my snocess from ull gqaarters, 
I Pe forward to « pleasant winter season, but my 2: 
with Mr. Macready was destined to re of short difution. 

T received a letter from London, dated December 34, 1a, 
{pfemming me of the death of ny beloved preninoee This 
Blow, slthough long expected, was » painful bereavement, 
Brought ‘up under = fas ay ler her roof, and ao- 
customed to regard her with even more reverence than my 
ike meat fey of rpc y ig rent nat 

sing present af, her 
fener I requested Mr, 


permimion, 
had the bratality to withhold, resolved at all "ynaards to 
go to London, and communicated to him my resolution ; his 
answer was in keeping with his previous refusal. He told me 
“to goat my peril.” J did go, and the breach of my engage- 
ment was the consequence. 

T left Bristol en Tin evening, and retumed in the 
night coach on Saturday, ready to play Colonel Mannering on. 
the Monday, for which I found myself announced. He re- 
fused to pay me a single shilling for the past week, and when. 
T expressed myself perfectly to leave the theatre, and 
sbandon my engagement, whica was for the ssaton, ho insisted 
‘upon my giving him aix weekv notice, This T complied with, 
and immodiately wrote to Mesrs, Bennet & Hughes, of Bxeter, 
from whom I received an offer of engagement, by the return 
of mail. No sooner was Macready aoqainted with this fuct, 
than he expressed w desire to retain me, At the expiration 
of the six ‘weeks he insisted upon my remaining one week 








might have bean so, for 1 believe be was an honest man, but 
if much a letter was ever forwarded to Exeter it never came 


Notwithstanding the gross cause Ihave to complain of Mr. 
Macready ooaduct toward me, yot 1 larned more daring 27 
shure tay in hia company, of the practical part of my profer 


experience had afforded 
Hs rasa es Gncllaas—cue the bet anes of 
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acting Y evar met, but » perfect oddity tn his manner ot ime 
Eigelse ‘tasodotes = the erly man oho knee 


wapletaly how to 2 
dition to bis So Rod frst 


prereiee fe hmm] ani ofan Sieg eval pet 
offence, bad crotod & vacuum in the dramas persons of 
y of tl 

® One anecdote I will seats, balers I bid him adieu, which 
will cerve to ilinstrate hi character, and manner of 
transacting business, zz and Mr. Garthwaite, aus- 

two characters in a play, in which it was for 
Doth to wear their hata, Mr. had neglected to take his 
am the stage, for which he both the actors, alleging 
that Mr. Darley bad Ered the rules of the theatre 


Bre Rhy ce doe 


si, mo ths seponog tbe acini fo oor hae 
companion. To this sct of injustice Garthwnite refused to 
Submit, and actually left the theatre. Hoe was engaged from 
~~ York Theatre como afterwards, but to treat 


arke To 
to While iy Baia I fret met 


‘Ma, WILLIAM MACREADY, 
tleman who a ranks high, 
asians areas Ma 
no equiste, but by laborions 
profecton,attcloiag smineson, Hie is 
a ematlman, although an Srscible ce, 


‘edvantages, in the tui 
Which most have made an sotor of any young man 


Ertan a mabily. No, wonder 
20 73) fame, part 

edocs, ‘Amurnth, end Ladovior and suoonied 
Lonny such scion w Young, Obtes Kool aud Mins O'Neil, 









Ait Sel re sokiveled mind, To Me 
Sater ase OF 3 and well did 
author for ‘oh baal the e daring vil- 
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menced on the first bench of the pit, extended a Little further, 
this gentleman, who justly prides himself on having placed 
the plays of Shak-peste before his countrymen in their proper 
gurl, would hare retarned to, the country a, broken-hearted 
and refected actor! few men, Jike Vandenhoff, p sewing iron’ 
nerve sufficient to enenunter two failuroy, yet finally make 
good his position on the Landen staze. 

‘He acted with us but two nights, “Coriolnnua” and 
“Richard the Third” Bya singular chance, Kean playod 
the msmo part st Bath on the sume night, which, as { had 
tenn, Marready play the part at Covent Garden, 1 took, the 

ty ing & visit to my friend Meadows, for # 
purpose of wituossing. At Bath I was introdnoed to Mr. 
Wonlds, Mr. Rowbottam, Mr. C mway and Mr, Pal Bedford, 
and many plearant hours we spent together. 

In the month of January, 1820, I started from Bristol, in a 
mow storm, on my journey to Exeter, where 1 arrived in 
eafety, and found myself underlined for Rover, on Wednesday 
evening ; but I found the whole city in a state of commotion, 
‘in consequence of the death of the Duke of Kent, (the father 
‘of Queen Victoria,) for whose fon a box had een splen- 
didly fitted up at the theatre, which he was to have visited 
on Monday evening. By the advice of the mayor, the theatre 
‘waa cli for one week, aa 2 mark of respect to the memory 
of the royat doko, Thus, the managers not only lost the 
profits of an overflowing house, bat the avtors leat their 
work's salary ; thus was the first stumbling block in this most 
"Oa the llowing Monday I opened ia Rover. The 

In the followin opsned in Rover. com 
consisted of Mr. Bennett and’ Mr. Hughes, (the managers 
‘Mr. Harvey, Mr, W. H. Bennett, Mr. Dawson, Mr, J, Dawson, 
‘Mr, Butler, Mr. J, Salter, Mr. Libby, Mr, Harris, Mr. Southey, 
(Qrother to the poet laureate of England, Mrs, Hughes, Bre, 
it, Mrs. Dawson, Mrs, Harvey, and, shortly afterwards, 
Min Leigh, "My est pearance was pronounced most sation 
factory, both to the audience and the managers; but fortune 
treated ws moat scurvily. Scarcely bad I played one week 
before the death of the King, (George the Third,) again closed 
tho theatre, during a general mourning of three weeks, 

_ The mi ted. this forced vacation to the produc- 
tion of the burletta of “ Rochester,” which had been #0 suc- 
comfal in London, at the Olympic Theatre, under the direction 
of Mr. Elliston, "This pico wes furnished with new rand 9 
tal 
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I was stoused by a violent knocking at my bed-room 
sand a request from Mz, Bennett, who was much afflicted 
ith asthma, for God’s sake to take the key and run as fast ax 
ible to the thestre—wwhich was on fre. 1 was the first 
who reached the spot, just in time to see the roof fall 
in: all hope of rescuing any thing from the theatre, was at 
‘an end. By great exer! ‘the 18 Were prevented from 
spreading devastation all around, The mye J dawned on 9 
heap of smouldering ruins, and a company of 
employment, This was the first theatro 1 ever had the mire 
fortune to belong to which was destroyed by fire, although 
conflagrations, during my career, have been vory numerous, 
‘The people of Exeter, with a praiseworthy spirit, eet on foot 
‘8 aubsoription for the relief of the actors, and in less than forty~ 
eight hours a sum amounting to one hundred and seventy 
pounds was received, which was distributed among those actors: 
‘who had lost their theatrical y by this fatal ocourrence. 
The directors of the New ibly buildings, leading on to 
the Northernay, at that time only roofed in, granted the use 
of the building to Messrs. Bennet and Hughes, and by almost 
y py: we F cdot an entire new theatre on the 


his na a 


‘The managers wera not insured, and consequently ware 
heavy loeorss bat by exertions of the most indefatigeble 
nature, they succeeded in having their theatre rebuilt, and 
opened on the 10th of January, in the following yoar, 1821, 
It is without exception the most besutifal theatre out of 
London, How the old building was destroyod must ever be 
matter of surmiee, but it was generally attributed to the in- 


apaoe, waa supposed to have itaneows 
combustion ; the H Py eee ser ped 
sonably bo attributed to any other » 
pe 
y e 

had been great sufferers, bat powemed many 
resouross—they had a theatre in in Dock, 
‘Deeldes Weymouth and Totnes, ands in the Isle of 
Guernsey; to any one of which they could hava repaired, 
with an atwarance of smcoees, They availing them- 
welves of the sympathy of the public of Exeter, warmly 
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‘the result, thelr receipts exceeded thelz most aanguine 
cxpeotsttaan, It al ith echcgs of eae therefore, we 
saw a notice posted in the green-room, that the salaries would 
be reduced during the ensuing season at Plymouth, 

‘This proposition, under the olroumetances, was iliberal and 
upjust, The actors had borne patiently the depsivations of 
‘the season, which had curtailed more than ono-third of their 
income—they had, one and all, atremnovaly contributed to the 
completion of the temporary theatre, so fortunately thrown in 
their way—tho managers had reaped a rich harvest from those 
Salute of is salty ducing tho whale sean, at Piymavthy 

jautéon of hia whole season, th, 
and Dock, (Devonpert,)—a most tagenarons ‘and {iL-timed 
pesslmeny, whic I, for one determined net to mubmit to. 


lis proposition of the managers, at which I offered 
‘@ reaolation, that rather than submit to the terms offered, we 


should form « strotling on our own account, or 
take the Plymouth Theatre on our own responsibility, a6 & 
commonwealth, paying the such & rent for the use 


of their property sa might be agreed on between ua, This last 
pope (00, was ejected by Mosara, Bennet and Hughes, and 
alternative presented, to aocept their terme or close the 
wees nltagether, i She eee * Weymoath 
now offered to advance furty sterling, without any 
consideration but the re: rt of the money at the firs 
moment the should contain as much over the current 
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CHAPTER VIL 


Rural Wanderings. Castle of Launceston, Great Liskeard, 

‘Plymouth, Letter from an Aged Relative. Booth and Clara Fisher, 
First Ofer of London Engagement, Robert Gore Buliston, the Napo- 
Jeon of the Drama. All at Coventry. Actors in Durance, Pageant 
‘of the Coronation, Polltics Interrupting Pleasure, Wigan. Ameri 
can Engagement all but Abandoned, First Starring Expedition. Pro- 
‘parations for» Long Voyage. 


‘Ws commenced our new arrangement at Great Torrington, in 
Devonshire, a very pretty romantic little town, about thirty 
milea from Exeter. Our plan was to psy one pound ster! 
poz work to ench individual, the everplus to be appropri 

a general fund, to against reverses, Mr, Wemyss, 
‘Mr. Batler, Mr. Osbaldistone, and Mr. J. Dawson, were ap- 
pointed inanagers—one of the four to have sole and undivided 
Control of the affairs of the company, alternately, in esch town 
ro might visit. We cass lota for preoedency, and ft fell to my 
Tot to eommence ; consequently, Thad ell the trouble of orgw- 
nizing our new scheme. The scenery wes really handaome; 
wo hired a tolerable wardrobe from Mr. Libby, and started, 
at the eloze of the Exete cearon, well equipped. 

In Great Torrington, I first wielded the theatrical aceptre, 
over a small but very merry and contented set of sabjecta, 
‘We remained in Torrington three months, at the expiration 
of which, we had neither added to nor diminished our funds: 
we paid our way, and no mare. Having secured the waggona 
to transport our baggage to Liskeard, in Cornwall, ting 
to agreement, I surrendered the powor into the hands of Mr. 
James Dawson, who was to be our next governor, as the actors 
favoti terms 


yual to the tank, and was gled to svail mysolf of & con 
Shoo, foe afew ialeg ta Elim cave yhich overtook am a 
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garment, failing to ploone wherever it, waa This 
fBisfortune was ithough it camsedtuany'8 
‘at my expense, 


in 
ether it was thot Iwas ticed with our expedition, and 
fhongit the goal reached, gure mo a fevonrable impression of 
e town, I am not prepared to ray, bat 1 think Launceston, 
with Yee old forhioned tod Tuned sactlo, he most Bent 
gud vigrareque place I over saw, earpatring Richmond, ta 
Yorkshire, for beauty of aituatiou. aa We wore, we 
ramabled abont for three or four hours, aud were really loth to 
Teave the place, which we did, havinz fully determined to 
visit Profedioualy ¢ ‘tt the first opportunity. 
Whit in Liake hens in anewer to & letter wherein. i had re- 
capitulated the mishap of my apparel, I received 
thet following from my Grandfatbers ir oo hnasleiatio ef the 
meee htly humour of an old gentleman in bis seventicth year, 
T must give it an honourable place in these recollections, 





(corr.) 
Lonsow, August £24, 1880, 

+ Daan Praxx 

‘<<'The best answer to your mclancholy Jetter is the enclosed 102, 
‘bank pou BM. You shall not he lost while I have a shot ie the locker 
for 102,, nnd you shall will Enve the £07. im Ostaber, when you write for 
484 for how the desil ean the rervier, if we withhold the supplicy, ge 03 
ad Tshould be very toth ta let my lord duke go to bed supperloes. 

“These Little, and sometimes greater diuaters (oo, oft happen to gentlos 
men af the anck and buskio. 

"Mr, and Mrs, Abbot ars woll, but st the country houre—will not see 
your letter patil evening, und E was lotr you should wait another day for 
fhe needful. Unele George joins in love, and I remain, 

“* Your affeetionste grandfather, 
{Sigsed) ‘Tuomas Courrway.” 








‘Ma, Faasom Counrarx Warra. 


In Liskeard wa remained five weeks, under tho management 
of Mr, J. Dawson, and added a few ponnds to our common 
Atock: we then made an arrangement with Bonnett and 
‘Hughes for the Plymouth and Dock Theatres, where we passed 
the winter of 1820. Butler was the manager hore, but wat 

teo lnay and indoleat to attend to the dutice of bis’ position. 
juested mo to officiate for hin, for which he was to give 
mo us handsome a suit of lothes as I chosa to order. 

In Plymouth | met@fr. Buoth and Mis Clara Fiaher, (then 
a child of soven yours of a.r2, and a mowt extraordinary instance 
of precocious draristic talent,) to both of whom I was under 





- Plymouth and Jagh only’ two miles dstant, have 


3 
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pepe own liar audience. The Ply ith Theatre 
the lag of «aie, i claenth ly built, and as 
eeztone ‘a8 Drary Lane, or Covent Garden, being capable 
of containing, at country prices of admission, from three to 
four hundred pounds sterling, yet rately yielding in its 
nightl remelpis more than thirty pounds, and not unfre- 
quent ly fulling below five ve pounds, From its size and beauty, 
and belng eo seldom filled, it had, at the time I 
of, aoquired the significant title of the Theatre of splendid 
misery, The Dock tre, on the other hand, is one of the 
most inconvenient in Ragland 3 bat for the fact of possessing o 
rogulatly built atage, and an excellent stock of good scanery, 
‘a more like o country barn farnished up for theatrical 
representation, than a thestre situated in a large and flourish- 
foe fas tore, Wien fall, it will hold about sighty pounds ater- 
; but throughout a long season yon can calculate upon an 
aveage of twenty, the inhebitants Being partial to theatrical 
gmpmemen, ond ba and aoe the garrison and dock-yards to assist 
Hare Gott ie Booth and Clara Fisher played to good houses 
in comparison to their xeoeipts at Plymonth, and by a range 
Porvervion of taste, the inhabitants of Plymouth would 
over to this inconvenient theatre to see a piey, when their 
own palace, with the same attraction, would be utterly de 


sort 
Ja Plymouth and Dock wo four months 
ably, Onbaldistone alone contcivingto wake Biel au thers 
2 ‘uncomfortable as possible. Fortunately, his power to do 

hed very limited, and finaily fell entirely upon his own, 


It was in Plymouth 1 received the first offer of # London 
engagement, from no lesa a personage than 


Mz ROBERT BLLISTON, 


‘the Napoleon of the draws, of whom it has Leen justly said, if 
thrown overboard, in rags, from one side of a ship, he would 
appear before his tormentors could turn round, upon fhe 
er side of the deck dressed az a gentleman, rendy to 
the world sein; who, of the manager of « igor theatre, od 
the town ca] ly infringing the rights of the patentees 
of the Roy thekare ‘with impunity, and who a tha levee of 
@ patented theatre, forthwith broughé civil actions against 
the minor theatres for infringing Aw rights; the favourite 
of the public by whom he was spoiled; honoured by the 
Segre Ss ee eee 
fag a King—in ropresenting tho 
George the Fourth, in the pageant of the coronation respand- 
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ing to the applanse of his wudience by the emphatic phrase of 


“ Blers yor, sy people” 
‘One of the best actors on the London endon sage, decidedly in 
talent, the moat versatile of thore by whom he wes surrounded, 
srowning the play of the Iron Chest with that sucoew, which 
has made it keep cession oft tage, by his excellent acting 
in a part in which John Kemble, with all his popularity, 
faile.|, sinensis Wels express ly a by Gelman the 
ounger—whoue merry laugh snd qi yreasion of coun: 
onan sin comedy, wonld force tatoo ‘a rng ith He ia; 
whose owers 8 on 
mort offended Sudience, hss never been equalled led by aoe 
oractor; to whom no man conld talk without being persuaded, 
against hia reason and his will, that he was wrong. Tho well 
earn anecdotes of Elliston would fill a volume, from 
the perusal of which no one would rise fatigued. 
te offer from such a man, for which I was indebted = ae 
Manden was not to be @ Higated, or an opening at Dru 
‘Theatre, of which he thrown aside without i ‘de 
liberation. The great desideratum of my hopes and fears waa 
within my reach; Fynos lost, the op} pac might not reeally 
ocent again; 1 therefore realgned ‘nto the hands of the Meus 
‘Dawson all my tight and title to the occupation of the theatres 
in Plymouth, Deck, Liskeard, Bodmin, Penzance, Truro, atid 
Falmontb, laid down the manageriat trancheon, and departed 
for London fall of anticipated honours, On my arrival 2 feud 
the situation for which my services were required, so many 
Gegrees below the object a ambition aimed gt, that Tat once 
dectined it, and not evon the wishes of Mr, Munden, that I 
play any character of my own selection for his benefit, 
which was shortly to take place, could induce me to abide: such 
areslt. I concluded an engagement with ‘Mr. Biliston os & 


member of his country theatres at Coventry, Leamington, Spa, 
Northampton, &e., ke, where Ispent 4 delightful summer. 
Previous to my departure 1 acted Sponge, in the burletta 


of Where Shall { Dine, at the Adelphit ‘theatre, for my friend 
Wilkinson's benefit. 3 in falflment of a promise, made when we 
wore together in Lincoln, from which I could not recede, 20 
that I made my first bow before s London audience on Mon- 
day, April 2nd, 1821. 1 was londly applauded thoughout the 
whole of this is performance, Teceiving no less than three dif- 
‘ferent ag gps geod rT weld Escatze 
evening, which I refused, having su on. UP & 
‘wains to visit the United States of Aso hs 4 ? 
_ der as Elliston’s banner, I 
8. Penley, of Drary Lane, 
more gentlemanly young man, or ono 
oonciliste the good wil of s of m company of 
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actors, it would be difficult to find, The company consisted 
of Mr. & Penley, Mr. Mendows. Mr. Wena, We. Farrell, 
(ee late manager of the Pavilion theatre, White-chapel) Mr. 
lontague Penley, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Julian, Mr. Manford, 
Mr, Kent, Mr. Bhnkspeare, (thia gentleman was tho last re- 
maining descendant of the immortal poet, cunsequently = 
it lion,) Mr. Cleaver, Mr. Hughes, Mrs, Edwin, (uf Drary 
fone) ‘Mas Tarner, Mrs. Taylor, Mre. Hugher, Mins Davis, 
and Migs Brown, 

‘Meadows and myself lived in the same hovry, aud were 
componions on all occasions. The summer of 1821 waa uv 
tories of delightful jaunta to Warrick, Birmingham, North- 
ampton, Werdox, &0.. ke. During the teason at Leamington 
Spa, we acted avery Wednesday night at Coventry, on which 
oooasion the manager provided vohicles for our conveyatios, 
then well known at Spa as pleasure cara: six were generally 
crammed into each, and we returned after the play to Lea 

During these excursions, we usually disturbed the 

people of the village of Kenilworth about one o'clock fn 

morning, by singing God save the King, in full choras, in 

honour, as we were pleated to say, of the revels of the Har! 
of Leicester to Queen Elizabeth. 

Everybody acquainted with English theatricala is aware, 
‘that by Inw, actora and actresses playing without a licence, 
‘are liable to be apprehended as sturdy vaerant- aa” vagabonde, 
and a3 ‘knch, committed to the house of correction, Somo 
sqnabbling having taken place between Mr. Eliision and the 
mungistrates of Coveutry, in which the Istter felt themeelves 
insulted by the dignificd patentee of the Theatre Royal, 
Drary Lane, they resulved upon avenging their wrouga upon 
the unconscious actors Aud on our arrival from Lvamington, 
while dreming for the play of Venice Preserved, a gentleman 
with a red coliar and cufis to his ooat, uenally known as & po- 
Hoe officer, walked into the room, and informed ws in the most 
polite manner, that we were his prisoners; that none of us 
must leave the building, until the return of Mr, Penley, 
‘who was forthwith summoned before ths mayor. We enjoyed 
this joke highly, feeling really disap winted, when Penley re- 
turned, after an absence of an hour aud 3 half and Informe 
was everything was amicibly arranged. Had we have boen 
oammitied to pring, ‘a threatened, it would havo crested a 
sensation in the profession throughout the country, and in all 
probsbility have made the fortune of more than one of our 
community, who, whatever might have been the opinion of 
the public as to their merit 2s players, were universally re- 
pected for thelr deportment off the stage. 

‘The curtain rose about half past nine o'clock to = much 
ether house than wo should have had, if no excitement had 
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existed. I played Jafficr in the play, and Carwin in Therese, 


This dilemma arose ont of the question of the termination 
of the liceuse, the manager coustruing his right to play sixty 
nights, when and how he ploased, during oue calendar year, 
White tho magistrates iuelaved that the sixty nights, to which 
the license extended, must be played consecutively, excluding 
only the Sabbath day, which they contended wns the meaning 
of the act of Parliament, and in accordance with this dee-non 
‘we closed the Theatre. 

‘The first time I acted with Mr. Eltiston was in Coventry, 
the part of Ennui in the Dramatist, on which occamon he was 
pleased to compliment me very highly, and renewed the old 
‘offer to play the following searon at Drary Leno. However, 1 
could not forget that he tried to petwume me at our first 
interview, that Willoughby in this same play was an 9) 
priate part to make a debit before a London sudience. What 
8 difference between the Mr. Ellsston, manager of 3 count 
theatre, and the eame gentleman, lessee of the Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane. In the tormer character he was a delightful 
companion, promoting fan and frolic, joining in it heart and 
noul, the merriest among the merry, idolized hy the actors, 
who, accustomed to this familurity, on a visit to London, 
yentured sometimes ta addre s him as an old companion, Lut 
Were sure to meet the cold and haushty shvulder, which 
plainly said, “1 am astonished at your impertinence: do you 
now to whom you are speaking? keep your distance—sare; 
T know you not,” 

Daring the summer of 1821, took place the coronation of 
George the Fourth, as King of England, a spectecle which 
Dronght together the rich, the noble, and the talented, from 
every quarter of the globe; an event which had not occurred 
fe elie oa half @ century before, bireps fepieorated 

‘@ atyle of gorgeous splendour, recalling tho days of chivalry 
and tournament, the nobility of England vying with the 
Tepresentatives of royalty throughout Europe, and eclipei 
many of them in extravagant display of unbounded wealth, 





of the original received the Spprobation of the citizens 
of London and Westminster, the King himself condesconding 
to visit the theatre, during the representation, of course stamp- 
ing it with fashion. It was, in faot, as perfect a8 such 9 repre: 
sentation could Poaibly be, 
‘The manager having reaped a golden harvest in London, 
‘wisely reeolved, at the close of the season, to represent this 
x seme throughout the provincis! thestres, ccm: 
mencing in Noxthampton, to which place we were summoned, 
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manager of the nant ect, (nde otal ad Sm) 

‘ones, ) 

foe ee 
ext d varl 
Rochester Tt was ye poet, thal all the bs regi 


Montagne Ponte Penley, Pri Lape a OF onpee Land 
enley, Prince .. om 

Onatleroagh ; may ne a order of 
She Gates Hheay geutlamen is the theatre was voquicel fe 


ly particulared thee i 

wih iced at leat halon hoy ajar Sy, pre 

wi at ‘sn hour to properly, pre- 
the pouty of a cpld change of reas, 
fon, in passing, oooupied at least three quarters of an 


jour. 
In Northampton, , everything passed off with great eclit, and 
in remembered thon who wnemed Sn Ce or dig 
theatrical representation ever seen. Tho champion tnd and fhe 
Brocension accompanying the King into the ly of 
thee ree, adr eanee ae very contre of the ye 
a 
From Northamptou we Froceeded to Covent }, decidedly af 
tna ime one af fie meat radieal toonae fer amr Here 
‘the actors had to endure the grosne and hisses of the audience, 
an the representatives of those persons politically offensive to 
the spectator, The procession was ® soene of tumult, each 
charactor being reccived with tumultuous applause, or with 
‘bisaes, cat-calls, and other deafening n T, as Lord 
Castlereagh, was the first obnoxious person who mede his 
appearance ectem the moment I placed By foot upon ihe 
ago, un my my train ypeared, 
of “8! La ORT oft” TF Qaven.{” 
Quoen Who veld his oountey * “er “OM “Go 


along !” mingled with himes and groans, 
parece 4 about to mints,” The Dake ake of) York 


Right, ftrleed om fo me i 
iposed upon me during career. 
"We revamed to to ‘Nectamptes for for the semen, sad hero 
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Mandiron Yeh ws, Go make kis Suh eppetzanes st Covent Garden 
"Theatre, ea Scrub, in the Beaux’s 7 

In Northampton, I received a letter from Mr. Miller, the 
agent of Mou, Warren and Wood, of Philadelphia, so unsd 
tisfactory, that I abandoned all thoughts of purming the 
application in that quarter any further, er, notwithstanding {hed 
Thased London offers, in order to meet the wishes of my 
friends Hughes and Wilkinees, ‘whoee eiraag reenmmente 
‘tions in my ious bask Opened the correspond sce: 

‘The Leamington oompany was now disbanded, the London 
actors returning to their winter engagements in the metropolis, 
and the others wandering, no one knew whither, Among 
man) goed fe fellows this i beppy season ‘introduced me to, 1 must 

the leader of our orchestra, Paddy Day, Many s 
‘tedious hour was relieved by bia good fello ywahip. 
its tk cogent, at gues nd hal per oak, ore 
fn engagement, at at goin an half par w in 
iim ‘at Wigan, which 
fas tomnds on open wat him fn Mrsgent 


Ws 

Sly tat ith Heeved was exewealh short. However, the 
cause of of taparation ata ealy Inui Sb deren tobe 
recorded. Having to to act Kanazara, in the Falla of Cpde 
Teathad time a very pula piece in ev very conntry theatre 
—in the Asal tne, ‘a being wounded, 
and supposed to edad turan the set of thaeplot of ths 
drama ; pistols missed fire, and were cocked with 
better moces, Another pair of was 


8 


Of the performance, for your airs of grandeur ete only ft for 
Soren "Gcdo Bary noe wet do for my theatre." 
‘Daring my six weekr expiation, for an unintentional error, 
with Howard, Lroceived the following letter from Me- Miler, 
which again direoted my views to tho United States of 
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(ort) 
* London, Peb, 25, 1828. 
Dm Bate 


“<1 am fully aathorlted to conclude an engegerncat with you, and 
wn inclined to thin’ 1t would amvwer both youre and the roanager’ pur- 
poe, Our frlends, Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Hughes, speak in high terms 
Of your abilities, and T am satisfied that thetr report fs correet, UML, if it 
Wi likely I can have the pleasure of soeing you play »a or near London 
within the next few weeks, I should be glad todo #0. Thls, however, 
hall not atand in ths way of an arrangement. Will you be good enough 
to say what you think of the terms offered to you in September lust? If T 
recollect nightly, I made you adistine, and detaitod offvr. {cannot just 
now turn to Mr. Wood's letter, though 1 have it on my file, and he does 
not in his lastiettor reeapitulate them. The now theatto opanson the 
first of December, oo that we have plenty of time. I hoye, and indeed feel, 
‘tasured, that you will mahext extremely well wosth your purposes Hoping 
to hear from you shortly, { remain, dear air, Yours truly, 


(+09, Pleot Street, (Signed) “Jonn Maun 


Before tha receipt of this latter, I had engaged to play six 
nigh ta at Kirkham, with the manager of the Kendal theatre, 
fess Sooper) x the close of the reason in Wigan. 

‘kham, therefore, on the 4th of April, 1822, at I 
sally agreed to the torms offered by the American managers, 
and Bogan to prepare fur my departure. In Chorley, 18 J again 
met my old frieud Jack Ealoy, reduced to S mer w of 
his former self, surrounded by a house fall of ay ile, 
the complete picture of a sirlling actor rapidly g into 
oblivion, T coald scarcely believe that aay man, possessing 
smuperiar telent in the Profession of his own choice, ould hare 
fered himself to recede so far in the estimation of 
Ba for want of energy—the highest object of his sions 
‘@ pipe of tobacco snd a pot ot porter. 0 long as he 
mall comand these without much trouble, he seemed per- 
fectly indifferent to every thing around him; laughing ss 
merrily, as if his pockata were lined with guineas, and he had 
‘not a care in this world, He accompanied me as fara Preston, 
where he shook hands, and parted to meet no more, “Good 
bye, Jack.” “God bless you, Frank, my boy, and send you 
safe aotuss the herring pond,” were the lsat words wo ex- 
changed. He retarned to Gnorley, and I made the bast of 
my Way to Kirkham, 

‘Here I_met Mr. +» who was snxiously expecting my 
arrival. I opened in Vapid, in the Dramiit, Being ane 
nounoed ad the star of the company, 1 was of ararse received 
well by the wadiencs, The company waa by no means a bad. 
one, consisting of Lr. Cooper, te manager,) Mr. Robson, me, 


Gardner, Mr. Lardner, jr, 
‘Hotohinson, Mr, Mz, Goddend, Master Sealey, Mes, Cooper, Six 
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Laniner, Mre Hobson, Me, Tardner, jr. and Mrs. Aldis, 
(formerly Mss. Buanley, ofthe New York Theatre) 

From Kirkham, I proceeded direct to London, to make the 
requisite preparatious fir the voyage, which wax to commence 
ancw erain my theatrical life. In the year 1822, it was & 
difficnit matter to indus nu netor to erees the Atinutic; and 
even Mr, Biller, the sent of Wiren apd Wood, told me he 
conld scarcely calculate upon ms eepartare until he saw me 
on board of the packet. althuwyh 7 mstred him, that having 
pledged my word, no offer on this vide of the Atlantic could 
induce me t»atay, although they might expedite my retnrn, 
Offer upon offer was made, and many urged oven to rndeness, 
Iut without being able to shake my rerolution—until it ber 
came a atandiag joke among theee actors with whom I was 
pon, terme of friendship, to ask whenever they met me, 
"Well, Wemyss, when do you retire into banishment?” 














CHAPTER VII 


Expectations of Americ. Wintor Tbcatre. Last Engagement in Rage 
land, Captain Sherburne, aud the Ship Robert Ldwarde Departure 
from England, Arrival ot New York. Yellow Fever. Park Theatre. 
Journey to Philad lphia. Firt Inuprosiony of the Quaker City. The 
New Theate se Chesnut Stree. Introdecoom to Meer. Warren end 

o 


‘Havia determined to crow the Atlantic, my firet care wan 
to provide myself with a new rtage wardrobe, determined, if 
Y failed in the United States of America, that it shonld not 
be for want of exertion on my own part. I expended on ny 
outfit, three hundred pounds sterling, adding such of the 
aresses I thon possevsed, which I deemed sufficiently handsome, 
A better wardrobe, or of more general utility, no actor ever 
commenced an engagement with, Yet I wai not buoyed up 
with any extravagant idees of brilliant mucces; my plain 
caleulation was, having been considered a recreotable actor 
in my own country, surrounded by competitors of ¢ 
grade, have a right to expect I may ho considered somethi 
Sore’ then reepestuble inv Amerion, where mumbers prevail 
not: and such aid as external ornament conld bestow, I was 
reeolved to huve. 

‘What could indnoe Mr. Wood ta send to England for a 
Jight comedian, while be was himcelf anateining all the prin- 
cipal parts, and in high estimation ak an gotor, with the 
public, Iam at a loss to conjecture. Had I been in 


sion of that secret oe Se never should J have 


left England on such » expedition. Expecting to 








favourite, 
Bover entered into my calculation, and for which, 1 certain! 
never Would have ‘daeaeasd og Prospects in England, whic 
Sppoared most favourable, daring oy Tegociation. 
ate ordained i tberwing; sad amy = bitter hour i 
my engagement 
orth al opnt in pope pce. . 
ed by of ‘offex# onall sides, I accepted an engagement 
fora ie oaks fem m Ms, Gmith, the manager of the Windsor 
‘tre, where I could superintend arations, 
attend to my theatrical duties at the Tame tine. This was 
the laat theatre I aoted in, in England. 
par tring the season at Windsor Lact with Freed oe 
‘me in England against my will, ani 
deny declarations, Te noting Gorinttian, om, bu thy 
eazy ‘of Tom and Jerry, I had one of my knees so ‘twisted, 
ts to render iy doubt better a be able to act for 
howover, I was determined it should be no trifle 
yaw srabould prevent the falfilment of my engagement, which 
sal 


"Duan Sta, 
AG frome with our Ie, dat tof May, and gre, 
without hesitation, om the part of the prop: the Philadsiphia 


‘Ats and advantages, on your engaging to play the light eomedy of the 
‘theatre, end being with Messrs. Wood end Warren by the first of December, 
‘1822, the time fixed for opening their new thestre. Should you require a 
‘more formal and detailed agreement previous to your miling, I engage to 
have it prepared end witnessed. 
«Tam, dear Six, yours truly, 
“<Jomn Maun, 
(agent to the Theatre.) 
Seances te ere ee 


for my departure, I secured a 
Pits gees ds, trom London to New York, 


detphin on board, and I started for 
Fonanouih tos ‘on her arrival at the Isle of 

ish emer 3 1 placed my foot upon her 
deck, where Captain Sh srbane wilonoed me’ on boord, and 


on the follo 7, With a fair wind, we triy our anchor, 
nites Wey edi meet 4 


ta Now Teek oh Baturde, the a6sh of Never 0 
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ing Sandy Hook, the first intelligence we received from the 
Pilot was very flattering to a foreigner; it w- simply this— 
Gentlemen, [think you had better not veuture up to the 
city, the yellaw fever Taces there very Ladly.” 

What a delightful reception, after a long voyace; however, 
we did goup tothe cify, and without any evil ¢fleots, although 
the populous city of New York luoked like a deserted village, 
The gloomy imprewion made on my firet approach has never 
boon totally obliterated; the words + infected district” will 
cour whenever 1 think of my arrival. 1 slept the first night 
at the Coartland House; but by the recommendation of Capt. 
Sherburne, removed the following morning to Niblon Hotel, 
corner of William and —— strest, where 1 remained until my 
departure tor Philadelphin, 

in Saturday evening, myself and fellow passengerx visited 

the Park Theatre, to sco Matthews play Dr, Ollapad, in the 

Poor Gentleman. The hone was nut erowded, and the play 

vory indifferently acted, giving me a mort unfavourable im- 

pigeion of the actors. It was certainly the worst company £ 
ad ever seen in a metropolitan theatre. 

After the performance, I mot my old friend Joe Cowell, who 
‘was attached to the theatre, huving arrived in America only a 
few months before me. Le afterwards became very popular, 
both in New Yuk and Philadelphia, 

Tn his company I a throneh the streets of New 
York, visiting such places at he pointed out to me, and feeling 
as only those can feel who, in a foreign cvmntry, mect a friend. 
whom they know takes some interest in thoir welfare, relieving 
the horrible knowledge of being olane among multitudes. 

On Saturday, the 28rd of November, 1822, I took my 
departure from New York fur Philadelphia, and by some un- 
accountable mistake got on bard the wrong steambout, 60 
that, instead of proceeding to New Branswick, I found myvelf 
with all my heavy baggage landed at Elizabethtown Point, 
with the prospect of remainiug until Munday, or proceeding 
by a private conveyance to Trenton by land, and so endeavuur 
to reach the boat before her departure from that place. I 
therefore hired a dearborn to convey me thither, At New 
Brunswick, the negro who drove intormed ms that one of his 
horaes was 80 Iame, it would be impo-ible to before 
the morning. I ordered him to hire snother, with which we 
rooeeded to Kingston, where I arrived ot two o'clock on Bam 

y morning; aud finding it impureible to reach Treuton in 
time for the boat, I resolved to emain. This wes tho firnt 
country inn I had seen in America ; it is on the top of a bill, 
on the left hand side of the road coming from New York—by 
whom he Yam ignorant to this day—but never was way 

> 
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faring pamengtr better treated ; was a4 clean and 
sblo aa it was posible to be. I have seen © great 
‘many inns in my time, good, bad, and indifferent, but never 
enjoyed myself more than on the t oocasion. 

dept soundly until ten Cologk, when T ordered breakfast, 
and an excellent one it was ; despatched the black man home, 


who had drivan mo from Elizabethtown ; conaluded e bargain 
‘ith the landlord, to convey me and my baggage to Phi 
delphia that day, in an extrs stage—ao that I may say, I ar- 
vived in my earriage and four in that city, on Bunday evening, 
the 24th of November,—this journey from New York having 
cost me nearly sixty dollars, 
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cane, sad 1 do see Stak ang : revail upon 
permanently ‘up my abode in my nati 3 
pees ‘ot fallow that T should at quietly by and hens 


i : for 
Dirth. ‘And never dol heat an Eogliahmsn lowly denoustny 
Ma patie land, thet I not quickly repeat the lines of the 


{tm—— For be it understood, 
‘Hle left his country far his country's good.” —Auxn ! 


But toretura to Philadelphis—the cleanliness of ita atrosts, 


in her favour, as compared to the 1 od visages of the 
citizens of New York just emerging from tho sooutge of the 
yellow fever, formed a ‘contrast, reviving my spirits, 

‘The most striking object waathe Bank of the United States, 
built in © prominent situation in Cheanut strost, and in a 
very chaste style of architecture; the State House, from 
whose halls issned that declaration which severed from the 

colonial possessions ; 
the Museum, in the same building; the Academy of Fino 
Arte—all in Obomut street—and last, not least, New 
Theatce then building in the same street, were with 
different feelings of interest. 

‘Phe language spoken by all around me, the nasal twang 
with whiob it was pronounced, alone revealing the scoret that 
I was not in England, but making me feel a stranger in what 
I might otherwise have conceived to be the land of my fathers, 
spoke to the feelings of the heart, pronouncing me to be the 


T waited upon Mr. Warren at his house in Sansom streot, 
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that it to view that 
Hhould’be apt aa mage as posible in the thahey aad tad whieh 
has contributed more to the downfall of the drama, than. all 
the other canses put together; 1 allude to the third tier of 
boxes, where icentiowsnra prevail in its worst form. 

I waa introduced to Mr. Wood, with whose arbanit 
epparent Kindnow I'was moore than plesved, and dittoctly 
Femember saying, among. other foosh things in his praise 
that he was the mor prfot rontlemnn I had evar met in tht 
profession. ranoe, I kava had no 
Toason to alter my rr opiniony bat 3 bit conduct tovarit me 
tripped of his specious manners, are to form his alam to that 
character, he must not choose me as his biogra pher ; yot I 
pale afford to forgive all his transgresrions, in me Lad 

me with a wife, Had he kept mo 6 
fesjonal dy, Sn al ity Tahoutd never bare eset 

‘marrying 5 is important event of » man’s life, 

Jeant, néver can regret my visit to America. 





CHAPTER IX, 


‘Opening of the New Theatre. List of the Company. Mr. Cooper. 
‘First Appesrance in Americs. Reception. Newspaper Criticisms, 
James Wallack. His Address to the Baltimore Audience. Booth in 
‘America, Mathews, Conviviol Parties, Marriags. ‘Tom and 
Jerry. Stephen Price. First Appearmice in Baltimore, Washington 
City. Returnto Philadelphia, Season of 1825and 1624. 


Tax theatre opened on Monday, the 2a of December, 1822, 
with a neat addres, written, asthe pluy-bills informed me, 
Me. Spragae of Boston, and very well delivered by Mr. Wool, 
lay was, The School for Scandal, which was admirably 
tered Warren playing Sir Peter Teazle; Iood, Charles 
Burface ; If. Wallack, Joveph Surface; Jefferson, Crabtres : 
Francis, Sir Oliver Surface ; 7. Jofcrson, Sir Benjamin Baake 
bite; Hathoutl, Rowley: Burke, Moses; Darley, Carel 
Iferson, Tri 1 Gren Boake Aire Woods La Lad MTaaes Are 


La Fotle, Lady Sinecrvell; 2¢re. Francis, Mrs, Candour j and 
My. Walia, Masi, 
‘Mra, "Wood was the only person in the play with whom I 


‘was not ly satisfied ; Hough I ar fierwards became one 
grits eye exer wrmest admirers, As an actross, in smooth, 

speaking, she bad no equal on the American stage ; but 
ea rive me for saying, I think her sister, Mra 
Dat! have been & much better representative af 


‘comedy was followed by the melo-drama of the Wan- 
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dering Boyt, which was aleo very well but did not 
" ‘exalted opinion ‘of the talent of the artist, the 
Sitery being decidedly bad, and entirely out of kerping, 


The manner in which these pleces were acted, convinesd 
mol had harder task before me, to insure succes, than I 
‘had hitherto suffered myself to suppose, The members of the 
tir prsonion Sad whe aeriona wert dy apeesated 

70 and wl ions were duly a) 
t discriminating endlenoe, ‘They conuated cf Mesra, 
farren and Wood, the managers; Mr. Henry Wallack, Mr. 
Jefferson, Mr. Barke, Mr. Francis, Mr. Wileon, Mr. T. Jeffer. 
‘on, Mr. J. Jefferson, Mr. D. Johnston, Mr. Barclay, Mr. 
Greon, Mr, Wheatley, Mr. Hathwell, Mr. Parker, Mr. Bignall, 
‘Mr, Murray, Mr. Andes, Mr. Scrivener, and Mr. Lopea, the 


Pompe ‘Mrs, Wood, Mrs, , Mr Entwistle, Mm H, 
fallack, Mra, La Folle, Mrs. Mra. Francis, Mra, Jef: 
forson, Mra. Anderson, Mrs. ‘Mrs, Green, Mra. Mur- 


Tay, Misa Hathwell, Miss Parker Miss L, Hathwell, Miss H. 
‘Hathwell ; to whom was now to be added, Mr, Wemym, and 
before the end of the season, Mr. and Mrs. Mestsyer and their 


ly. 
‘With such ay array of talent, every part was filled by an 
actor fally competent to sustain the reputation of the 
and the unfavourable opinion | had formed of the state of the 
Drama, from the first play I witnessed in the city of Kew 
‘York, was converted into a feeling of gratification, 
manner in which the busines of this theatre was 
conducted. 

Tt was ed upon by Mr. Wood and mypelf, that 1 shonld 
make my first appearance as. Vapid, in the Dramatiat; to be 
followed by Marplot, in the Busy Body; and Rover, in Wild 
Osta, but no night was fixed upon. 1 had stipulated for three 
pr at the opening of my engagement, to ensure « fair 

ing, and avail myself of the oppertnnit to make, if 
pombe, a favourable impremion upon the audience. Had I 
Supposed the first part would bave been the touchstone, I 
should have selected Marplot, which was decidedly 
my best effort, and whioh I ly reserved, 
to follow up a succesful debut, or to retrieve lost ground, 
which I knew it would do, in case of failure, But m 
m had detarnined I should not succeed, before 
nced my foot apen the American stage—that is, if he could, 

any means, prevent it, 

‘Tha first object of curicalty te me in the theatre was the 
announcement of 


1°, 
at that time 
ther to 
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‘Mi, THOMAS COOPER, 


a name bright in the annals of theatrical fame—at one time 
the pride and boast of the American stage—who has received 
more money from the public, and drawn more into the trear 
sury of the theatre, than any actor of the present day—whoee 
name. at the head of the play bills, wae the asmurance of a 
well-filled house whore «ty ¢ of decimation wax held up ad 
worthy of imitation. both by the pulpit and the bar—who 
haa, in moat inclement weather, travelled a hundred miles 
aay, over roads almmt impassable—plaving on alternate 
in the cities of New York and Philadelphia, to delighted 

» until he wae denominated “the flying sctor’— 
whove haughty demeanour and rudenem, amounting almost to 
inwalt to his brother actors, rendered him an object of fear 
instead of admiration, 


As un actor in the vigour of his fame, he must hava been 
one of the best of the Kemble school. It waa not my 
fortune to see him until he was in the wane; but even then, 
his performance of Damon, in Damon and Pythias, was a 
weasterpiece of art, which all who now perform the part on 
the Amerioen tage from Mr. R. Forrest to thore of humble 
pretensions, have az closely a4 poreible. 
energy almost to the verge of caricature, who, that Bas teen 
Mr. in this part, can forget the manner in which ha 
reosives from Lucullus the intimation of the death of his 
horse, upon whose ewiftners of foot depended the life of ix 
dear friend, perilled by this act ; the perfect stupor which for 
an instant overcomes his whole frame, suddenly roused to 
frenzy by the ideal picture of the blood of Pythias flowing for 
him; hi etern resolution to racrifice on the Instant both im, 
self and the slave, who, from affection for his master, had 
wrought the ruin of his honour. Nothing on the stage—not 
even the thfrd act of Othello, by Kean—ever eurpanced this, 
Té was painfully true to nature, equalled only hy his delirious 
Sey when he arrives just in time to save his friend, and falls 
‘exhaunted by his efforts at the foot of the seaffald,-—receiving, 
inetead of tumultuous applause, the tears of the audience.— 
‘This was the conception of szarter-mind. For my own part, 
after witneaing it. I slwavs wi-! ed to leave the theatre, that 
nothing might break the chare for the evening. 

‘What a pity if fs that rei ctor abould remain upon the 
stage after they have outlived heir reputation: yet how fow 
retire until old age has bo in pr | their faculties, that reepect 
for what they lava been, alon tring an audicnce from open. 
inmult. Of rofessions, th~ p!+s-r contemned and despised, 
aa he freq ‘is, pomseates no means of recording to posterity 





‘PHRATRICAL ROGBAPEE. nm 


the triamph of his art; therefore, the recollection of his taste 
and beanty should be at least preserved intact by the generw: 


And here let me ask, why an actor should not receive from 
soclety the honours due to talent! ‘The physician, the bar 
rhiter, the clergyman, the soldier, are all received with the 
honour Uae to their ocoupation, The player, whose toil 
equal, and whose task to gam eminence is more severe, is on} 
reoaived a8 clever buffoon, tolerated, but not accepted in the 
bowm of society. It is true, the Kemble family form an 

to thia general rule of exclusion ; but even they 
hold their position ‘pon raffrance, not upon Fight 

On the dth of ber, I first saw Mr, Cooper ast 
‘Virginius, which, in my humble opinion, was» failure, The 

jlay was wo mutilated, that with difficulty 1 could recognise 
ywlea' Tragedy—a liberry no manager or actor should take, 
unless to remove indeceat language or allusion, which must 
mar any work. It matters not who the author may be; the 
more celebrated the name, the more disgraosful the outrage? 
bus for caprce, fo, mangle the work of an absent author, i, 
to say the least of it, a most unfair proceeding, 

It wan not until [ aaw Mr Cooper play Damon that 1 would 
emilee ee fa an actor of the highest meri, nok 
-withstan popularity; but after that perfarmance, 
required but little rhetoric ta persuade me he was capable of 
woy effort which could be required from a man of genius, 

that the reputation he enjoyed was justly merited. 

On Wednesday, the 11th of Broeber, I made 

jearance in America, as in the dramatist I was 
ever a fortunate fellow, ig ey night before & strange 
audience, and on this cocasion, the most important to me 
1g theatrical fe, Damo Fortine ‘was not inclined to let me 
‘without some fresk to annoy aud distarb me, 

Tn tho first soene of the rv.vad act, the hous was euddonly 
filled with smoke, inducin§ 4 viel that the thestre was on 
fire, which caused a simuitaneous movement of alarm to 
wards the doors, until Mr. Wood stepped jorward und ex- 

lained from whenve the sim ske proceeded. ‘Thiv satiated 

audience, who resained thetr veita; but auch an incident 

in & firet appearance 1m s foroiga ovuntry, of whose manners 

‘I was totally ignorant, waa oaiculated to shake Armer nerves 
ian mine, 

Howaver, all prugressed mn othly enough, and the soone be- 
tween Lord Serated, Lady Waitford, and Vapid, behind the 
tofa, was received with both applanss and guunine laughter, 
which Mr, Warren's excellent aoung os Lord Scratoh, ai 


much it ing, and 1 left the ith the ep 
Plows af tha addlenoe leaiog most graded ta my came 


<s 
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Bete Nencae to uscsish, cust Ep theadeie of Me Wace, 
ce of Mr. 
Dy own Tealings Tagreed to spat, the Epi 


cause to 


. 
From the Philadelphia Gasette, Dee. 18, 1892. 


* New Theatre—The house was very respectebly attended last evening, 
to witness the revival of ‘ The Dramatist, or Stop him who Can.’ The 


‘Wemyss, who made his first sppoarance in the character of Vapia, Re- 
‘Post had spoke in golden terms of bis theatrical aoquirements. That he 

© great degres of merit aa young performer, will not be de- 
nied but itis equally manifest, from bu last night's representation, that 
stady, experience and practice, are to be superadded to hig natural sooom- 
‘Plishments, before he can expect to treed the stage with great exedit to 


fe gh < raed nerves malo adlryaret hay me eiclir of 
which, prudentiy martingale’, may ina few years pesider Bim ze 
mpostable in the light and fashionable walks of the stags, . 


} 
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«* Hia volon did not appant to ave attained its proper piteh. This tay 


‘From the United States Ganette, April 2¢, 1696, 


wa © © & Vapld the Dramstist, was written for Lewis, as indeed, 
‘lo, the prineipsl charecter in each of his (Reynalds’) comediet and it is 
aid, the author, in drawing the portrait, set for himself. Supported as tt 
‘vas by Mx. Wemyss, Mr. Reynolds could not have wished for e better re- 

ve) if we are vot mistaken, this gentleman made his fret appear- 





‘where Mr, Wemyss showed to so much advantage, that no ome who mw 
‘him could refrain from expressing thelr spprobation of hls excellence, The 
first and second scene in the secomd act, when starting from his eoncask 
ment behind the sofa, he exclaimed—"Prologue or Epilogue "Tm 
Gee man "+ Tl write you both.” To dmeribe the expression of his 


These two opinions were written, the frst when I wa 
‘unknown, and the dast when I wes surrounded 


ae of Deombar wail the 19th, my name wee 
Twos pee pe hae Wild Osta,” Mz, Cooper pall 
ing played on all the intervening is was giving 3 
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tn which this excellent compeny was deficient, 


which I determined chould nover be filled by me. 
‘Although my third should have bem in the 
play of the Busy Body, wa J found myself annomnoed 


oe esomph eee ates 
¢ play of the Busy Body, for many months, when 

to act Air Genge Airy, to Mé. Woods Murplot which 1 found 
te be a favourite character of the manager, 

Of all the characters in the varied round of the drama, 
which a light comedian may be called upon to avsnme, Dori 
tourt, in the Belles Stratagom, ia decidedly the most dificult. 
Uatil an actor ia firmly rooted in the good opinion of his au- 
lence, the necessity of extravagance in the aymmed mad 
gomne, and the fear of carrying Wat extravagance too far, 10 8 
fase whore the actor and Lis audience are strangers to’ each 
other, places the former in 2 most delicate situation ; yet this 
‘was selected by Mr. Wood for my third appeurance,  Fortun- 
ately, tho oxcellent tuition of Mr, Naorendy, in Bristol, had 
taads mo perfectly conversant with the busfaets of the play, 
and enabled me to oacape on this occaton the censure of tho 
andionoe, and even to carry off uo amall ahare of approbation. 

On the 28rd, I again appeared ax Uolonel Freclove, in the 
Day after the Wedding to the lady Elizabeth of rx ‘Tatnall, 
fan actreat of some little repute, but by no means equal either 
to Mre. Wood, Mrs, Darley, or Mra, Butwistlo; butit wason the 
28th T had to perfurm the most diffienlt task yet placed before 
me, A stranger in the city of Philadelphia, in the fifth part 
I played wus one entirely new to me, the words of which I had 
te commit to memry, and to appear before the public, in one 
of Mr. Wood's most popnlar characters, without the audience 
Doing apprised of the fact that it was a Girt attempt, This 
was Prinoo Hal, in Shakspeare'’s play of Heary the Fourth. 
Gooper played Hotspur, and Warren, Falatafl. I endeavoured 
to avoid this, in vain; ‘Sle, Wood wes peremptory, and it wat 
amy business to obey. Tecan at lomt say, I was perfect in the 
language, but it was most c2verable cxhibution, and the applause 
t Bu thelnor daly Tea, T played Hans Gayvelt, in Col 

a. the Ist of July, 1898, fans Gayvelt, in Colman’s 
Pin of the Lav of Sava, ‘elich, althongh well got up, was & 
lure, being played twice, and consigned to the “Tomb of 
tho Capulets,” notwithwlanding it had the oid of Henry Wal- 
Took, Jefferson, and Warren, in the princi:al characters, and 
the tiausic very well sung, lei by Mrv. Burke, at that time the 
incipal female vocalist in the Uuited States and an universal 
ourite, aod by the other Indies and gontlemen of ‘the 


then 
_ On the 17th of January, Mr. James Wallock mado his first 
appearence in the new thostre as Holls, in Pizarro, a character 
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40 decidedly his own, that competition was mure defeat: he was 
at that ‘dite very popalas, of should rather nay, attractive. 
‘Hie popularity was never diminished, but his attraction wore 
out frequent repetition of the same characters, Ass 
manager, he was the best qualified who ever awumed the reins 
of an American theatro, and the torininstion of his career, by 
the burning of tbe Natzonsl Thoatic in New York, © - "16 
trograde movemtt t.« twenty yerrs at least, to the ju t taste 
for theatrical amusern  ~ which hie judicious arrangem stein 
every Gepartment v «5 de tering. 

‘He was not only popular as anartor, but as a man; and his 
address to the audicnce st the Holiday Street Thextre, in 
Baltimore, i+ tho year 1815, waa a just and manly rebuke, to 
that ridiculous cu om of calling for e favourite performer at 
the close of every eneayement, to return thanks for patronage 
received, even in n failing engagement, I give it an copied mn 
‘the “Vade Mecum,” of the 17th of October, from the Balti- 


more papers 

s Lapigs asp Gauturwzx,—I appear before you nt your enll, 
I sm unaconstomed to extemporaneous speaking; but how- 
ever reluctart I may umally be to addres s public audience, 
Tam free to coutcss, that I never felt more embarrassment 
than on the present ocration. Jam but s plain man, an 
speak the words of trath, notwithstanding my profewion 
Teada me to axoume the garb of fiction. if 1 were to tell you 
that leave Baltimore gratified, I should tell you a He—for, 
of the ten uight. I have played in this city, this is the only 
audience I bave had the ‘of witnersing, and you have 
my sincero thanks for honouring my name by your appear- 
ance this evening, 1 am awarc of the duties—of far more 
importance to you then my poor servicos—that have prevent: 
ed your honouring ma with your attendance, which, other- 
‘wiso, if I muy be cllowed to judge by the andicnce J have 
Teoaived in ather citics, would, I doubt not, have been more 

eral, J therefore repeat, that I thank you most kindly for 

ing me the honour yuu have, by appearing here to-night ; 
and, with the hope that when I muy come among you again, 
Tshall at leost ocowionally soe an audience as the one 
before me, I bid you farvwell.” 

‘Mr, Wallack acted six nights by himeelf, and afterwards 
appeared, wirh Mr. Cooper, in ‘Venioe Preserved, Douglas, 

thello, Jalins Ca.sr, Kirg Juha, aud Rnle a Wife and Hive 
tt Wife, when he ook lis departure for the season, and abortly 

0; the Toth of Pebronzy, Thad the of ehaki 

in the 1641 el a amare ing 

hands with Mr. Booth, who was anno od to ippese a8 
Richard the Third, on the 17th. Always coventric in his 
movements, he suddenly left England, without the place of 
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‘Tt was not ‘until Booth played Bamlet, for the benefit of the 
udienoe, that he began to be ects a dant) = 
a y fated an ily 
‘iatil he beosm the greatent favourite 
in certain characters belonging to the American stage. Ha 
farm in Maryland, near Baltimore, between 
wi mn he was steadily employed—during 
the day selling g produce in tho market, and at night perform: 
ing the hero of one of Shakspeare’s tragedies at the Holiday- 


Sow be pleased, Pad sotueh dine apen my bende, the for 
rw he LJ ‘Upon mm} 
want atte actyeett sc make love, nao 


ing that a oslobrated author said, “whenever doubts or 
feare perplex & the form of woman strikes upon his 
troubled =pitit, like rainbow stealing from the clouds, the 
spe of beeuty and the sign of hope.” Like Rolando, in the 
ioney Moon, { resolved to 5 and on the 10th of April, 
823, 1 was united to Miss Strembeck, the youngost da chtar 
of the late worthy Sheriff of the city and county of Philadel 
“ How dost thow, Benedict, the married fan.” 
‘Tom and Jerry, or Life in London, was produced in Phil- 
detphia, on the 25th of April; and to the socom of that 
age ee he gen 
sy going ry 
Kterisn, om | tadobeea Gor the ‘our with which T wat 
‘the fires part in sae Epp nee Sigrat diptaying 
part in wi ‘en opportunity playing 1} 
extensive wardrobe, of which I availed myself to the fullest 
extent, From the complete sucotes which crowned our efforta 
in this piece, I nightly gained ground; and ultimately, not- 
withsten: ‘all obstacles, I ed the object of my wishes, 
the unqualified approbation of a Philadelphia sudionce, 

‘Tho season closed on the 30.h of April, with a new play, 
ond Tom and Jerry. What inured the = mi to out Fined 
@ piece which was crowding ouse nightly is w mystery, 
known galy te ‘thamaclyes; however, the proprietors ot the 

roux, in Walnutatreet, were indebted to them, for Cowell 
instantly prodneed it there, and it without intermission 


a deatre to 20a Tom and Je for the benefit, not of themsels 
‘but of Memrs. Price and who reaped e golden bar 


Hi 


§ 
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while to miserable houses in 
rab, ‘we were playing ‘tha city of 


Before bidding adicu to my first season in Philadelphia, Mr, 
Priga made me an offer for New York, which my engagement 
with Warren and Wood did not permit me to accept. 

‘At what time 


STEPHEN PRICE 


became connected with the stags, I am utterly 5 bet. 
it wos in the 1823 that the success of Matthews’ engage. 
went ind: ‘him to form, and carry into execution, the bold 
idea of farming, if | may be allowed the expression, the talent 
of those actors belonging to the London stage, which he 
thought might be made available in the United States, thus 
making Philadelphi and Baltimore pay for the 
amusement offered to the public in New York ; acquiring for 
himeelf in England the title of “ Star Giver Goneral to the 
United States,” and for the Park Theatre, the reputation of 
being the first in the country—which, until this period had 
heen claimed, and (judging from the talent of the actors en- 
gaged at the two cetablichments), Jostly co by the Cheanat- 
street Theatre of Philadelphia, the critical acimen of whose 
audience was the severest ordeal the English stars had to 
encounter. 

To Mr. Price's exertions ihe Americans are indebted for the 
opportunity of witnessing the performance of Mr. Kean, Mr, 
Matthows, Bir. Macready, Mr. Conway, Mr. Obarlea Kemble, 
Mr. Power, Mr. Wood, Mrs. Wood, Miss Fanny Kemble, Miss 
Clara Fisher, me Vestris, and Mie Ellen Treo, with a 
hort of talented artiats of minor im 108, 

‘He was a box vivant, & glorious companion over s bottle of 
shanpapna se cxealions und, x peed manager, in business a 
aman of honour, although a strict discipliuartan, 

After directing for years with profit aud success the destiny 
of the theatres in the New World, he carried the war into 
Africa; and boldly seizel the helm of D: Lane for one 
beasun, sustaining himself in London against all the odds that 
could be brought to bear upon him. But the lation was 
eveutcally ruinous to hia fortune, but not his credit: the 
honourable manner in which he paid the domanda of his 
creditors, with a legal discharge in his pocket, ought to havo 
secured him a better reception from his fellow-citizens than ho 
received in New York, upon his return to hia native country. 

On the 8rd of May, 1823, I left Philadelphia, accom) 
by my wife, for the city of Baltimore; on the 
fellowing, (he Sih of May.) opanea ns Vapid, in the Drama 
at the Holidsy-street Theatre. The season waa a bad one; 00 
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to which be did honour, and assumed the humble station of 
promptes, fo ‘avoid—what—tell it not in Gath—publish it not 
‘the streets of Ascalon—the ribaldry of a newspaper whose 
iSton wos upheld aniyhy fant love for roullag vandal tein 
was ly love for reading wean 
oat ncighiurs iabetent inthe huiman Tose bat from Sich 
‘we shriol invuitively when levelled at ourselves. 
‘Pheodore Hook drove Mr. Conway fem the atage, by his 
gavage attacks in the John Bull. Mr, Price endeavoured to 
restore him to the patie bes ho jelt he ought to hold ; but even 
in America the poisor ached him. ‘Although 
‘those who witnessed oe perforaauce, appreciated his talent ; 
he failed to attract an: like 8 numerous audience, 
tie Aan jamin wo hit gs getom New 
yy Sumy e from New 
York to Charl 2 lone hoviog evidently meditated this suicide, 
Mien ‘ho ut hie oot ‘tion the seeamboat, which he bad 


‘universal commiseration from those who knew him best, and 
could apprecato tho noble qualities of his nature, 
pee rm “ights by imal, a pereree seats 
than in conjuno- 
ein Goon ‘The theatre closed on the 19th of 
May, ‘with his benefit; Cooper playing Bratas, in Julias 
Onsar, and Conway, Marc Antony, in he play, aod Frank 
bb terrain in the fares of Too late for Dinner. 
the season of 1823 and 1824, nothing ooourred to 
diaturb the harmony of the compromise commenced ia Balti. 
more. I was fortunsie io enengh fo ata Mr. Bromley, in 
Simpiom and Co, und ® lucky one it 
roved fo me, paving ho ont tor the ciation Te shorty 
to in the good. ares of the audience; and 20 
ended my second season in iphia, 





CHAPTER X. 
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Jedgeienty elect re ray of the best hage af 
j 7 collecting « company, worthy of 6 
idiame in the Talted Biatoy which be placed under tee 
direction of Mr. Kilner, the manager of una Federil Strest 
Theatre, in Boston, Anny others, he engaged from the 
Philadelphia Thertre, Mr. aud Bre IC Wallick, Mfr, and Mrs, 
Burke, and Mr. Jobu Jefferson, thus breaking into the sua- 
mer arrangements of onr Theatre; and by withdrawing much 
of the talent of the company, compelling the managers to an- 
nounce their determinution of abandoning tho season at Bal- 
timore, altogether. Thus I found myself ont of employment, 
withont the pre of obtaining it, unsanctioned by Messra, 
‘Warren and Wood. * 

The rales of the theatre would not admit of my acting alse. 
where during my engagement, which was for three years, 
from the 1st of December, 1822; bus was likely to ho reduced 
one half, by the coutinued closing of season, without any 
urgent necessity for such a course, 

A diplomatic correspondence, if 1 may be allowed the use of 
such a term, commenced on the oth of July, hotween Mr, 
‘Wood and myself, (to enable mo ta accept on offer, wade by 
Messrs. Fisher and Jones, to act a fow nights at Vauzl 
Gardens, for which they offerod me tou dollars a night,) the 
cautious style of which might ueve as a inodut to any prime 
minister, All I wanted was bis perminsion to act elsewhere, 
withont infringing existing engagemeuts, which, having ob- 
tained, I felt once more at my wn dixporal.. 

While fulfilling my engu/ement with Fivber and Jones, I 
unexpectedly received un offic frum Mr. Barrera, to play in 

hatham Theatre, New York, now in the full tide of sao 
ces, He offered ine the samo amount of salary paid to Mr, 
George Barrett, (whow place ho wished me to suypiy,) and & 
benefit before f left, by which he insnreu me to m..ho not lee 
than fifty dollars, ‘This proposition { noce,tal, and made my 
first appearance in New York ctv on tno 20th day of Sep- 
tember, 1824, as Marplot, in tuo“ Busy Body.” My reception 
was beyond my most sanguine oxpectations, and the Theatrical 
Register thus spoke of it :— Nira Ceutlivre's comedy of the 
“Busy Body,” introduced tu a Now Yorkaudionve Mr. Wemyas 
formerly of the Philadelphia Theatre) in the character of 

jot. Ho sustained the part well throaghout; and if we 
may judge frou the applause which he received, gave general 
ston He appested to have realizad the author ides 

- natured, silly, and officious person, having no business 
of his own, aud anxious to be sequainted with that of every 
body. ‘Mr. Burke personated the part of Sir Francis Gripe 
with great affect, and exhibited a tras picture of the syari- 
Gout and amorous old dupe, Ho was particularly excellent 
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6 THEATRICAL BIOGRAFEY. 
cleatly Smportant to make an “ epoch” in the history of the 


Cooper waa the first star of the sesson, as usual, 
good bons although his Richard the Tint wunsn sxocrble 
Strange as it may appear, he wea not even per- 
tin the text, for whioh he was haxtly handled by the able 
sritic of the United States Gaze:te, who wrote under the nig- 
*Afathiea Bocooghs alo played 3, in the early 
rong ‘a engagoment 
art ofthe eesoa, aud ad an exollnt boneSt—‘t, “ontrh 
ant, 

‘Mr. Keon arrived in Now York during the fall of 1825 : of 
his reouptiun no one is ignorant. Tho insult sald to havo 
boon offered to the citizens of Boston, during his frat visit to 
tho United States, by refesing to act, because the house was 
not aniciently filled. was felt and resented by every city ia 
the Union, In New York, after the first and second night 
‘the storm was ished, and Teetored between the eet 
and his audience; Lat in 1, the only city who could 

lead Justificaon, and in whom recentmont was praiseworthy, 
fe waa unt permitted to act,—flight alone preserved hia per- 
tonal sufety. Ho led cuicred into an engegement with 
Messrs, Werrea and Wood, to play in Philadelphia ; but after 
his reception ia Now Yi2k und Boston, Mr. Woot became 
alarmed, and wrute to Kean thet while te prisept excite- 
ment vontinued, if be came to Philadelphia in faltiiuent of 
‘his contract, ho could not be anawerable for the consequences, 

‘Tho manager having thus ex; his forts, it nuturally 
followed thet Mz, Kean should decline a contest co unequal 
a whole mation i arms againat o single switeidual, aad that 

dual a forcigncr aud an actor 

te Sow ‘ork, he published the following Card in the 
Courier and Euguiver -— 





+ Max, Enron :—Sir—With oppressed feelings, heart rending to my 
frlends, and trlumphant to my evernies, I make au sppeal to that country 
famnnd for hospitality to the stranger, and merey to the conquered. Allow 

Satention of ofler- 


‘the private worth of those cireles in which I had the honour of moving. 
«+ That I have committed an error appears too evident, from the all<ie- 
eisiva volce af the publie; but surely it is but justice to the delinquent, 
‘whatever may be his enoraities, to be allowed to make reparation where 
the offbuets wers committed, My misunderstanding took place in Boston, 
s=to Boston { shall assuredly go to apologise for my indiscretions. I visit 
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this countey now under diffrent feelings and ansyiect than on a former 
eceasion. ‘Then I was an ambitious man, and the proud representative 
‘of Shakspeero’s heroes. The spark of ambition u extinct, and 1 merely 
‘wk shelter in which to close sry profoesoual and mortal catrers [give 
‘the wespon into the hanls of my cuemiey; if they arc beave they will uot 
‘ura it against the defenceloss, 

(signed) Zonuxy Kua." 


‘On the evening of tho 9th of Janunry, in answer to 9 cal 
from the audience, Mr, Won, aftar wha’ ind passed, had th 
temerity to inform them that it was is wish, ax well as bi 
interest, to gratify the audience; but lo bad no power to 
rag Mr. Kean before them. If he dvc'ined fulfilling bis en- 
gagement, Mr. Wood had no power to compel his appesranos. 

Knowing what had tuken place, I could nut suffer a friond, 
to whom I was indebted for nany acta of kindness, to labour 
undor a charge which was adding fuel to fire. I atated to 
several gentlemen, who felt an it terest in hia couse, thnt 
Kean would willingly visit tho city, if assured of parvonal 
safety; thag Mr, Word had writ.en to him that his life might 
be endangered by tho fululment of an engagewent he had 
openly this night accured him of violitisg. 

The result is known, Zr, Moi.i ter war de.patobed to 
‘New York to inqaire ints the tcuds of ail the +t itumonts; 
the theatre wax lool for tre nights; ed op Weduesday, 
tho 18th of Janoy, Kvn oigearel os “Rickard the 
third,” Tuo row wich tubowed was a serious affair—tho 








‘outrages trated disgrscefal to s civilized community. 
Rotten eghe, Suildron's ballet tnd otberstaall tail, 
‘wero thrown upon thestage in o@antlon wumbers; long bofore 
the opening of the doors, the to the theatre wore 


blocked up by n deneo mass cf human beings, eager to obtain 
sdmission, The appearance of Keau was the signul of amault. 
Yn vain ho etcempted to muke himself heard umid the din and 
Uproar. in pantomime, he prucvedod ; leaving to stage, to 
‘be greeted in a similar manner upon his euranoe. His 
wus a a'tuation in which his worst enemy anight have pitied 
him, At length, wearied by weir ou ars, the noise 

‘ceased, and afforded him an opportunity of addressing 
E"fow words to the audienco:—“‘Friende of tho drama, 
this is your quarrel—not mine.” From thet moment ho 
‘was snffered to with lesa interrsption—the curtain 
falling enaid hisses and applauto so nearly equal, ax to rendux 
it doubtfat which party obtained a triumph, Many there 
‘were, who, having their disapprobation of bis conduot, 
Dy mluting him with » abarp bias on his first appearance, 
‘became warm advocates for his it to without 
further insult. twas crowd umeniled sono th sags dor 
in Carpenter Street, to witness his departure from the 
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‘The only parties to whom I was indebted for attention, and 
om are my old friend Boole, of Baltimore, 
ESTs, Hours, ef Now Tose 

Tuesday, the $@ of February, 1826, introduced to Phila 
delphia one of the favourites who had trod their 
Dosrds for years, in the petsou of 


MISS LYDIA KELLY. 


Porhaps I am svaroly jostifed in recording Mls Kallys 
‘Ramo a¢ @ star 10 ity bei 
Krmerioon. Ms. Stephen Price engage her in Londen 


the <t of her sister, Miss ¥: Kelly, the melo 
Granite herelne of the Britah lage, lend nga arm tobe, 
Ems gt which the American manager judiciously availed 


‘No opportunity ever offered more favourable to the views 
® Young and fashionable girl to take the town by storm, 
The Philadelphia audience were tired of the faooa of the 
ladies belonging to tho theatre: although Mise Kelly's 
features were too masculine to ba consic bandsome, yet 
the dashing 4; and lively spirit of her acting at once 
carried the feel of her audience captive. She made her 
yarteey in haracter of Letitia Hardy, in the “ Belle’ 
Stratagew,” with trinmphant succes, Engagement followi 
engagement in rapid succession ; she must have remained ai 
least two months di her first visit, leaving the theatre 
with a repatation estab asa leading star inthe theatrical 
hemiaphere. 
Everything seemed to operate in her favour. The ladies 


» appeared to claim 
boxes. Bo at did 
favour, that a gentleman might 
consider himself highly favoured if he obtein a saat. 
Bhe wan the reigning goddess of comedy: and the excellent 
or in which they were act.j was a constant theme of 
their continued attraction, 3 proof of the gratification 
received by the audience. Wo had Wood, Warren, Jefferson, 
Duff, Wemyss, Francis, Burke, and oocasionally Cooper and, 
Burroughs; while in the female department, no theatre in 
‘America could approach us in talent, Mra. Wood, Mra, Duff. 
‘Mrs. Darley, Mra. Anderson, and Mra. Francis, all ranging 
hout the dramatis 

Pi yhia hea cont Jergely to that fortune which 
Mim Kelly sho bas ithout receiving from a 
manager #fingle dollar until jhis expenses ware fully 
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paid, the profits only, and entailing . 
Fame oven be nakagument- “an exammpleslSsam ougtt to 
iow. 


Alt th thus gens sho was rigid in o: her 
righta. On one occasion, the Siosguesnt or tere 
and Coyle, sho refased to proceed with tho fifth act of 
“Know pe Own Mind,” until the money due her was 
forthcoming. It was ridicnlous enough to see Lady Ball, 
aitting on the stage, reosiving in her lap tho roleuus of silva, 
handing them to her Irish waiting-woman to count, who bore 
them off in triumph before the eyes of the poor actors, who 
knew too well the oonsequence of this drain upon tho treasury, 
Mase fe ia * a 

e Was & an agreonble oue: quarrelliny 
‘plats yor ta day, cad Go cioerow willing’ to wake aay Temaeee 
able concession to reinstate herself in your good opinion, it 
‘was imposible to be angry with her for any of time, 
She had « diftont tank to “manage managers,” but she waa 
fally equal to it, 

As an actress she will be remembered with pleasure, ag one 
whose popularity remained undiminished to the last hour of 
her appearance ; retiring from the stage with her fame in its 
meridian, she played Letitia Hardy, Beitrice, Lady Teasle, 
Bowlind, Miss Hardeastle, Mrs, Oakley, Lady Bell, Violante, 
Julians, Juliet, Emily ‘Tempest, Lydia Languish, Portia, Miss 
‘Dorrilon—and had likewise cousiderable pretensions ag a 
‘Yoostiat. Sne left us on the 25th of March, playing a longer 
consecutive engagement than any star within my recollection. 

I now approach a period of my theatrical career which had 
almost terminated i abruptly. The play of “Columbus,” 
having been revived, I was oust the part of Harry Herbert, 
an Engliah adventurer. During the first rehearsal J had 
oarclesely neglacted to bring my written part of the character 
fo the fs tro, mad was reading the following passage from 

\pt-book -— 

«Will you, great sir, condescend to indulge the last wish 
of vanity, and when you have nothing else to do, write to 
England the atory of iy fate, that when my fortunes shall be 
inquired after, wy fricnds, with joy sparkling through a tear, 
may gay, ‘Herbert stuck to his commander to the last, and 
died a3 every Englishman should,” 

‘Me, Wood interrupted me by exclaiming, “You must not 
aay that, sir: say ‘brave man, act ‘Englishman.’” Not 
Porcelving say reason for such an alteration uf the language 
of the author, I merely asked the necessity for such a change 
Thin lod se Sena” nt ery Grd to lier pu. 

a scene,” ial A 
om oertaily 


‘WI filed in the respect due to my manager, he 
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ded. 12 Gil wes dated when 1 ae 
x such & general hiss es is seldom 
of « theatre, 

Limmediately dropped my asrumed character, and addremed 
the audience :— 


é 


“Lavmms ao Gurimmex:—These are sounds I am #0 an: 
med to these 
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Gens foie conversation. Opinion being divided as to 
2 Justice of the decision of the audience, and a general belief 
thaé the contest Between the manager and the notor would ba 
resumed, became prevalent, my fiends demanded from me a 
pledge that I would remain quiet and leave my cause anit 
entirely in their bands. To this I contd socretly ohject, 
and ¥ entered the t'vatro on the evening of tho 18th, expcot- 
ing, T hardly knew mot, but dotarmiand to meet it boldly. 
rhen L appeared es Captain Balding, in the Rendezvout, 
fheto wan oalight attempt to hiss promptly slencod. Ax T 
tained my oyes, I enw two gentlemen, buuily engore? with 
foot aud band, oxch cjecting from the pic cu offender, the 
sudienoe apyirently enjoying the scene. Tho enemy being 
routed, my iriends peg desisted from ebuwine amy marks 
of dlsapprolnition towards Mz. Wood; and ao f+: xs tle public 
were concerned, the matter was aet at rest foruver, 

‘This was the Roland dealt to me by Mr. Wood, for the 
Oliver administered to him by mo in the affuirs of Kenn. 
However, he minscd hia calenlation, as tho erent proved, but 
ho mado tho attempt holdly. 

In consequence of this f:acat, for four year we actod tore- 
thor, in the same theatre, without exchanzing words, off the 
atago ; but like all other fuolish quarrels, timo hae obliterated 
its recollection, and Mr. Wood aad Mr. Wemyss aro upon the 
same terms on When they firs; met, 


CHAPTER XIl. 


‘Mr, Francis’ Farewell of the Stage, Oh, Shame! where ts thy Btosh. 
Firat Appearance of Mr. E. Forrest naa Star, Portrait of the Americen 
‘Tragedian as Rolls, Account of his First Appesrance in Loudon, 


Ox the 18th of May, Mr, Francia, the oldo*t actor in the 
United States, and one to whom tho Philadelphians were 
indebted for many a hearty Jaugh, atuounced his farewell 
benefit, previous to his retirement from the dntics of an 
arduous profession, I almost blush to write, that it was one 
of the worst hour, not only of the ressen, but which had 
ever been acen in the prosent theatre. I cannot butter ox- 
prem my indignation than ta quote from the corre-pondent of 
the United State: Gaxetto. “Mr. Franci,’ unsuccerefi! appeal 
is astigms on our city ; but thus it ever is—the favoar of the 

uublic is lavished on stars, while the deserving but leas aspix- 


former is ne and . Although 
tolad and opplauded. he is vufered fo wink into want and 
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. This afford the useful 1 
Pe ee sy Char public tear cee Pee 


—He that depends upoa 
‘Swiras with fires of lead, 
And hews down osks with rushes, 


The current of popniarity is as changeable ns the winds which 
blow from all poiuts of the heavens, aud ho acts tacst wieely 
who makes the best of it when it sote in his f your, The 
publio are neither just or generous in the distribution of ite 


patronage. 

‘The performance selected for the oceaxion was the comedy 
of * Bho stoops to Conquer,” and a new farce which bad been 
written for mo, entitled “Exit ina Hurry.” Poor Francis 
did not survive this mortification many months. 

‘The 16th of May, 1826, is a night not easily to bo forgotten 
by these who take on interest in thestrical matters. It was 
on the occasion of Mr, Porter's benefit, on thia evening that 
‘Mr. B, Forrest returned to his natice city, which he had left 
aaa boy to seck for fame in the far West. is acting a5 
Anffier, in Otway’s tragedy of Venica Prosorred, was warmly, 
nay enthusiastically applauded, and as the curtain fell, an en- 
geegment called for, which was announced for Thuradsy, 

iday, and Saturday. ‘The theatre, however, was closed on 
Thursdsy, but Bir. Forrest acted Kolla, on Friday ihe 1th of 
May, and repeated it again on Saturday, when the theatro 
‘cloned for the season. 
‘When I first met 


Ma. EDWIN FORREST, 


behind the scenes of the Chesnut Street Thentre, in the month 
of May, 1826, He was a modest, unassnming young man, 
who scarcely mustered courage anfficient to enter the green 
room, where were asembled many of the best actoru the 
rican stage could boast of, Mr. Charles Porter introduced 

me to him, and expressed a wish that I rhonld ree him act 
the part of Jaffier. 1 took my seat in the boxes, determined 
to be pleased; and I wassn. I expressed mysolf warmly in 
his praize to Afr, Frederick Huber, who took much interest in 
his welfare, He said, “ Frank, it you really think what you 
say, do ma the favour to publish his likeness in the noxt 
number of the ‘Acting American Theatre ;* it will verve = 
Yery worthy young man, and do yon no hai “Very well, 
Rae. his ageent to ait for the picturo; 1 will instract Mr. 
feagte when ho visita New York to paint it.” Laddremed 8 
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he has si 
tee th el more ratcas terms to he manages ot cor 


3 


wight have bem. [Hare follows s description of the plotof the play.) 
"The Inter part of hi ‘lay is Sow vigeroea ‘than the former; but 
¥ 


thurs nre some scenes of stisring interest in which Mr, Forrest mate a 
‘ower nnyematon.cn the sadleoen. The poetry of the drama fa rather 
1 and although it contains some passages of con- 

ile taf mee por caer Wp ‘a rough paslonate 
utraja, in which gracefulness is serificed to force, One specch, in which 
describes the beauty of his Thracian vallies before the invasion 

of the Romans, and contrasts It with the devastation which had followed. 
‘thote footateys, struck us as being particularly happy. At the conclusion 
‘of the play Mr, Forrest was called for, and began to address the audience, 
‘@ ptactlog not ususl nor tafe, at least on this wide of the Atlantic, He 
‘thanked them for the reception they had bestowed ou him, and exprewed 
his eatisfaction at finding fn that reception s proof of their good will ta- 
wards Americ, Now, although their prastca were warm od hearty, 
they wera given to him personally, and simply because they thought he 
Assarved them, and would have been just as freely bestowed if he had come 
from Bamtechatka as from New, York. ‘There are no national preju- 
ices between an audience and an actor, not any whore elec in this country, 


an able performer, who, to very considerable akill in his profession, adds 
the atersction of s somewhat novel and = much more spirited style of 
playing than any other tragio actor now on our stage.” 


1 will now give the cast of the on ite first tar 
tion om the ‘lenton stage, ~*~ ae 
Marcus Luciniua Crasus, Warde ; Gellins, F. Cooks; Len- 
tulus, Hooper ; Jovins, Laritey; Braochiua, Matthews ; Florus, 
Brindal ; Spartacus, E. Forrest ; Phasarius, Cooper ; Hnomais, 
Baber ; Orixus, Durweet; Mammius, Mears ; Baropha, Honwer 
Boy, Mise Marshall; Centurion, 7. Matthews ; Julia, Are. 
Rooper, (her first sppearance) ; Senona, Mis Huddart, (fret 


apposrince fa Ave yours). 
he original cast in New York :— 

‘Marous Lucinius Crassus, Rickings ; Lucina Gellius, Povey: 
Borophs, Wheatley; Jovius, Woodiull; Mummins, Hayden + 
Ballatus Lentalus, Blakeley; Florne, con to Lentulus, Field ; 
Braochins, Thorns; Spartacus, Z. Forrest; Phansrius, Berry: 





Bnomals, Vizen; Crixus, Reed; Contarion, King; Blave, 

Biss; Boy of Spanos, Mis E, Turnbull; Talia, Mrs, 
Weltact: Benona, Mre. Sharpe. Gladiators, 20; Roman 

Guard 18; dors, 6; Petriians, 6; Ladi, 8; "G Female 
‘4 frosimile 


of the ee nomen, is hs wader 
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‘ern rere 


tate rer 


‘this thentre,) elicited those enthusiastic testimonials 
of saccees, which 
have stamped him 
tates pet eee ment te, 
ever. 0 v consequence. 
‘unbounded spplate ith srhich he was reosived Sn the 
low iy 
nist bi ents Gledistor! ” 

ve jour oc repeating the character rtacus three 

of Spar 

‘Mz. Bann was determined to make the most of his 
and doubtless reaped a rich harvest from the exertions is 
American tragedian. 

Me, Forrest's Bhakspearian ckareoters, with the exept 
of Othello, where his Terrific energy in ti the third snd fourth 
acts holds bis audience in breathless amazement, are not above 
modloerigs bis Bichard the Third, and his Macbeth, do not even 

deeervo that name; but in those characters which have been 
‘written for him, in which his physical requisites have been 
brought into pley in the most favourable manner, he main 
tains s reputation which will be cherished so long as the Ameri- 
oan drama, of which he may be called the: r, Shall exist, 

‘There is no name I shall have occasion to refer to more fre. 
geeey ta Me Me, Forrest, ae I progress, or of whom I shal 





com) obtod to Balsinore, here we oponed with the 
play of the " Btranger vee nh ng 


would commence, or whether he intended to visit Baltimore. 
‘No sooner did the announcement of his name apy than it 
boame evident his re would not Lo a fiona aly one, 
although he hoped, ond his friends were ganguine the result 
0 the same 23 in New York and Philadelplia—an ox- 
preamion of public feeling which would subside. He had re- 
Tequested me to play « Bidnond knowing that eo long as it 
‘poutible to Wold should never desert him, 
although the he pruspect of tooted an and pelted, mae by nto 


means a pleasent When he Richard the 
hid th tho hubba sa asual commenood, bus had sppaenty 

bled during th 19 third act, when erary thing wasso restored 
to quist, that I left the theatre to some portion of my 
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necessity 

about two hundred Sellars; this I procared from my friend 
Conine, and sucoseded in getting him safely ont of the city. 
‘While many were enjoying, in anticipation, the seune they 
Exoctd, Kean masa ly on board the steamboat, on hia way 
to Philadelphia, 1 nocompanisd Lim, leaving my wife and 
children in the charge of Mr. Jutierion. The Theatre in Bal 
timore was closed fur the auasou, and the company returned to 
Philadelphia, 

Kean was received in Philadelphia with open araw; & reno- 
‘tion had taken piace in the tentiment, Conceiving ho 
had bean sufficiently punished, pity resumed the place of 
redentment, and he waa looked tpon as an illtreated man. 
‘The theatre was reopened on the 12th of June, and he ap- 

«s Richard the Third, with the tide of popular favour 
strong in his behalf as ever it had been in his proudest days 
of snocess; and although he did shed team st the idea of 
playing Shylock for a quarter of a dollar, all he received, 
science! Sai Sat Sp A aa 
two huni night) ye 
fis onan of which shoald Be Wesied in livion,) crused from 





Hy Hf Eee ie een 


re ey F ae 
die eget Tt HL i alga; 
i i il te Lah 
fal Hat is Hae i 
i i: ai Baal q a a at Ha 
Fath lta ial il a in 
Hae eles 


103 


to the 


Author. First Appearance of Mis Hester Warren, First Appearanca 


pearance of Mrs. 
of Mis E. JoGervon, sfterwards Mra 8. Chapman. First Attempt at 
‘Mansgernent in the United State. Preparations to crow the Atlantic, 


Instrvetions and Departure, 


GY Ue Ha 
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Approbation Sir Hubert Stanley is praise indeed ! 

wnout a ae Tate tine 

made ber first in iphis, on the 29th of 
dots not 


‘ow. KNIGHT? 


‘The archness and vivacit in her acting, oo 
forth in ber She was the first female singer of cul- 
tivated taste, who had visited the United States since the days. 


of Min the Wowski of Coleman's “ Inkle and Yarioo.” 

Her and ity remained undiminished fot 

malenal voutite but her eng ein tue OBdenis “Per 

rere eenrg es ad asl mailing wile t 
; 70 

have fox cane or consume in edit named plane. Bo 

com e take her audience by surprise, thet si the 


n0 mean honour. She was to thank me perenally 
for my performance of Paregon, L was 
entitled to my fall share of the unexpected but wah 

. 
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a for star, fod soto, Iki noodles tg 
mo + ANAEETS, edd, it 
lags ever since. coher may Hate 


Baluding wie ims Kall, ere Fisher und Mise 


one who spprosch in exoellenoe. It was indeed. 
Om abe 26th of ebraary, Booth acted the tragedy of 
jn the ‘el act 
eGeslla Mr, B, Forrest apveared as Damon, on the 7th of 


Mareb, Aud daring bis rien which ‘was not 8 pro- 
fable one, be played 9 Wiliam Tell, Sir B 
Mortimer, ‘Ki ing Leas affier, and on the 14th of March, 
the Third; the aa Tepresentative of 
J ever witnessed ; nor do 1 think be hhas ever improved upon 
avo nae 
mat mach ia 
Macready 1eterno! tout on the 26th of March, commen: 


with Ota Wamlet, Gordiaal Wo. 

b, Bomoge in ‘the weed play of the. Fetal 

Boo far he, Vici, Ring jand Felix, in 

On the 16th of April, 1827, Mondsy,) Henry 

Wallack, who ko a mr, death of Beare the 

Ieece of Chatham Garden ‘Theatre, was sogaged to produge 
the epectacle of “Brian Borvibome,* which hed dra 


:WH1 GFT 
in the city of New York. It was well mred, the 
excellent Hapbil teoended with ve been. 

with its play-bill surrounded with “ fren) “Brin 


ing out of the theatre. Mr Heyl read the art; and the 
piece, in consequence of Webb's misconduct, was aire. 
aally Camel Af aver 8 penal code should be enacted, 

sole punishment of actors, drunkenness should bo a rhachond 
Seis ctanes, at it the Leese hed merig How pany 
managers have had a ray 
Anot of one esers erat ruadeeds a3 aoa jeconty 
sree tn err, Dy emer of ot Ma Te cee 

is ands 0: alone; wl i 
‘am actor, who has thus fealeed thems to appear again, as if 
io offense had born committed, reformation fe hopelee. "Had 
Booth been baniahed, the stage might have lost an admirable 
actor, buf the example have deterred others, who pos 
nomed ‘trom the experiment— 
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George Frederick Cooke was tolerated in his bratelity, which, 
if ply checked and rebuked, would have ited, 
Edmund Kean from offending in the same manver, “It is paid, 
genius will be erratic,—this may be true; but like the mad: 
nee of the ora, tn Sheridan's farce of the “ Critie” let 
it, nest, be kept in ground. 
For Coober of Mr efferson, Shoes wame wat rare to AN 
the house, his daughter, Miss B. Jeffereon, made her first 
ypearance upon any stoge, at Rosina, in the “Spanish 
rer.” It Mis Warren was the best “debutante” I had 
ever soon, Miss Jeffereon was decidedly the worst; she apoke 
20 low, and so completely Jost all eelf posession, that, had if 
‘not been fur her father, she would scarcely have escaped deri- 
sion, The only redeoming point waa her cong of “ An ald 
msn would be wooing,” in which she was feebly encored. From 
auch an unfavourable beginning, little was to be ex; 
But in the race commenced between Miss Warren and herself, 
although distanced in the firet attempt, she far outstripped 
her in her fature career; rising step by step, until she be- 
camo, a» Mrs. 8 Chapman, the leadiny actress of the American 
stage, nthe Prk Theatre of Now ¥ 
every frequent 1@ theatro 
al rs the battle 








A jas Richardson, of Baltimore, retiring from 18 Binge. 


was 8 similarity of the career of these two 

ladien; both handsome, and both of talent, both 
married to foreigners, both left ws at an ear and 
look; one 


both entering a second time into the atate of w 
dying in the aenith ot her fame; the other having reached 
the highest gosl of her ambition, voluntarily resigned the 
plaudits nightly bestowed upon her in the first theatre of her 
native county, to eajoy the blessings of domestic Hifs, in 
‘The play of “John Ball,” established Mr. John Green in 

favour of the audionoe, as e good deltnestor of irish 
His Deanls Bulgruddery was the greatest charm of, the play, 
beason, 


which was reposted nights 

‘Mr. Warron’s benefit took place on the 12th of , 1827 ;the 
theatre closing with the play of the “ Cure for the Heartache,” 
and the “ Agroeable Burprive.” 

‘We proceeded a3 usasl, to Baltimore, for tho spring season, 
and while there, I was taken one morning by rurprisa, by an 
effer from Mr. Warren, to accept the acting and stage manage- 
pe pide ropes ‘under his direction ; to crom the see 
and recrzit ramatio company, by engaging new 
from England, Tho afer ‘he and. Fas so itberal, that F 
deniced s few days for consideration. My friends whom! ocn- 
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‘urged my acceptance; wnong 
others Mr, Lewis . Pratt, dreaming that this srrange, 
Tt oti te rey dant period him co-lesnee of 


* 


those very theatres. 

My was also fisttered by the ides, that 
Me. Patt anonick oftay total falene jure in Americs, would be 
forever vet st ret, by my among my old smociates 
‘after an absence of five years, as the of the Philadel 

Theatre 1 to relinguich 
sad on the 6th of May, 1827, made on eng gement 
for three years in which I promised to 
devote my time entirely to his interests. 
On the 20th of June, I from Philadelphia, in the Tus- 


Seite ane ac eed cueteared 
tomes ve wi ‘T returned to open the reason of 
corr.) Ma. Waznmn’s Inernvcrions. 

«Mr Daas Sm: 


{10 the migdon you hare go Lindy undetsben for mey you wil 
please to observe the following inetructions-—~Arat, the performers: 


‘Wheatley. 
© A young man whocensing,—on that subject you understand my views. 
\ A Usefal man to pley low comedy, aud if espable of playing Irisb- 


Rin fermlg rep in tragedy, Belvideras also another lady, 
who would ‘Lady Macbeth. Ifa woman of the time of life who 


“Rvery for two years, mpd the defiustion shill be appot- 
tHoued tothe ime, It may happen that tome of the parties muy be xiar- 
sed. You think necteutzy for thair comfutt, 
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‘With respect to Mr, Miller, you will please to enquire whet he has 
went; and bring with you, what he has not, that you think will be use- 
ful; but I don't want anything else. Ho can draw for tho amount by 
way of Catey aad Les.” 


‘These inatractions 1 was desired toshow Mr. Richard Potery, 
Junr. of Entetl ph ae tree upon the nature of 

1° . 
them, : fune, 1827, he addremed me the fol. 


(oorx.) 
‘Philadelphia, Juno 19, 18¢7, 





already delivered to you x bill of exshange for TSt, stere 
Ung, and have paid to you, by a check to your oredit two hundrod snd 
thirty dollars. Tuow hand you s letter of eredit from my friend, Mr. Wa 
1B, Bvans, addremed to Mr. Grey Wilds, London, by which you will be 
enabled to draw 1802 sterling. ‘Theee sre on aceount of Kr, Warren, and. 
‘HDL bs accounted for to me, Dy him. 1 have also made arrangements with 
Memrs. Thomas P, Cope and Son, by whieh all persons for whom you 
‘may request » passage on board of any of ths PLlladelphis packets by 2 
Hine addressed to the eaptains, will be received, and the prices of tho pas- 
age will be peid here by Mr. Warren, Csptain West, of the Montezuma, 
hhas agreed to charge for the passages, ths stipulated price payable at the 
Parof exchenge, This will be saving of ebont fifteen dollars in each, 

‘The other captains wiD do the same, if you insist upon it, end if 
‘will not, there is angther line, which sails from Liverpool the 20th of 
every month. I have thus completed all the arrangements assigned to me 
by Mz. Warren, and I trast they will be found satisfactory. 

“1A word or two about your project—as Ms. Warren has authorised me 
towpeak of It. I think it fortunate that Hallam has been before you, and 
‘nas made his selection ; you know the force of those he bas engaged, and. 
must go beyond him. You willbe able to ascertain what the taleots of 
‘all those he has brought with him are, end you must get persons who aro 
superior to them in talent and in personal appearance, end in reputation. 
Do not iet aguines a week, or even more, separate you, if they can be 
obtained, I know Warren will confirm this, and I will get him to say 90 
to you in writing. {it will beall-importent that you ascomplish the ob- 
Ject of your visit upon the prineiples I have stated, and sumoeding in It, 
‘You will put Mr. Cowell and 8. at defiance, Allow me toremind you. 
‘that with the audlenee, who are to be amused at th Chesnut Street 
‘Theatre, polished manners, good exterior, and » guarded kense of deoorans. 
Areall-important. 1 claim no more than your knowledge of us will eon- 
code, when I say that am actor who docs not appext fee gentleman will 
ever sucoved here; this deficiency has been the cause of the failuro of 
many. It fs not that he shall sct the gentionan woll, but that he shall 
‘bes gentleman who pleases us. Mr, Hallam has not competency to as- 
certain and judge of this matter, for his geutleman was vulgar, and his 
taste ar low and as coarse as possible, Ido youno mare than Justice to 
sy, you have always exhibited the qualifestions so nogassery and fm, 
powtants 

e 
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+ Let your slager be agestionss, aod capsblect playing the parts of 
pers, a5 seek 5 parson would exhibit their superior voice, High tauslaal 
attalmmaenis are Dot oo essential as expremion, feeling, and vivaeliy; 3 
good einget, not a superior one, who will meintain with respectability his 
‘parts in opera, wilf have much to do next seasoa, with the Jefferson, who 
‘promlsee to bo vary attractive, I do mot exactly understand what Ms. W. 
yasaza by 4 female to play Belvidere, and another to play Lady Macbeth 5 
‘the lady who can play the firnt ought to play the second, J think {f you 
can gete Indy to play high tragedy, of middle age, not old, of good ap- 
peeranee, and I should say @ lady who can play Lady Teasle, acid the 
females in very high comedy, you would do better. If you eovld finda 
‘Perea, who with low comedy, ean play well in melo<drama and in petto- 
‘mime, it would be woll. Bring out the materials for two or more good 
Pantomimes. Our friend Warren ls too much disposed to confidence; 1 
‘wold advise you to establish an agency for bim altogether independent 
of Prlee & Co., and the New Yorkers, and let it be private: they will 
Tbetbe tea off if they een, bat this you can prevent, by s judicious etloetion, 

«* Arrangemanta should be made to bave sept out all pisces which bit, 4f 
they are of a general nature. You may arrange with Mr. Corwin, to 
‘whom I give you a letter, to forward them from Liverpool, and let the 
agent send them to him} alittle expense, &¢., incurred, will be repaid. 
‘You remember you have active, enterprising, and aktiful oppoventa; they 
ae more—they atv without priaeiple, for #0 1 must aay of thoes, who, 
Uke Mr, Cowell, ‘have bribed off Mr. W.'s actors,” and of Mr. Simpson, 
who said, ** Let Warren get ont who he will, I will have them in New 
York ina month.” Tsay this to sow you the necessity of exertion, of 
caution, and of making your contracts explicit and posltive, 

#1 also ty s0 to induce you to proeure performers of mote attraction 
‘than those which the cireus habits of Mr. Hallam have enabled blm to 
éelect, Remember the comparison will be betweta those selected by 
Hallam apd Mr, Wemuyas. It will bo the test of your judgment and your 
taste, and I feel satiated you will surpass in both. J Fecommend to you, 
nd will get Warten to confirm it, if the payment of the passage out. 
ehould be made an insurmountable objection, with » performer of high 
attaloments, thet you agree to pay it, stipulating that if Warren, to repay 
Inbmeaif, desires t0 put up a benedt, in his or het mame, he may doit, St 
‘Will be very unfortunate, if, under such an acrangemeat, we would not be 
opel the coat of the passage. The plan of making the weekly salary 
Jem, and paying the passage, 1s 8 good one, 

<Whblog you & good voyage, ad requesting you to uy to Mra, 
‘Weanyss, it I can be of any service to her while you are sbrond, she may 
command me, Tara yours, very respectfully, 

(Signed) Booman Parana, Jom, 


« P,8.—Let me recommend to yor to call upon the stats in Loudon, all 
Yee think may come here, and tell them not to sel themealves to Prise 
and Co. Put an article in the Theatrical Messenger, stating what stars 
ant here when they come on thei own ascount. 1 will send you the ma- 
‘tarials for this by the packet from New York. which unils the 4th of 
Joly. ‘This will break up the New York plans. T bis will iet the Ofg fish 
cuuse hare without Price snd Simpson, and, in the end, will do more fat 
‘Werteo's schema than they eancounterset, You may leave the documaets 
‘cortisied by Warren's treasurer, with the publisher of the artiele. 
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© Asecstala what agreement the stars would maske with Warren, to some 
ont bere, and be may write thers om your return, or before, This will 
have two effeets: it will give you weight with them, give Warren # 
standing, amd make them hesitate to sell themselves to Price.” 


‘All the contents of this Ieteer were afterwards approved 
Mr. Warren, in a letter addressed to mein London. It wil 
bo noen that one of tbo groat objects of my vist to Puglaud, 
ras to place the Chesunt Btzcot Pheatro a tho Ligh gra 
from which It had lately roveded, by treating direotly with 

stars, in London, instead of receiving them, seoond-hand, 

hh the managers of the Park Theatre, New York, with 
‘whom it had booome fashion, to say, “ you must reoeive Atr,, 
or Mra, or Miss ————, on auch 8 day, or thoy cannot visic 
Philadelphia ot al” ‘The breakup in theatricals 

+ whioh took place iu 1829 and 1830, alone provented the auc- 
cou of thin scheme, Mra. Sloman's success induced Afrs. W. 
Wert and Mre, Vining, to enter at once into terms, which, 
‘Warren retiring from the management, prevented from heing 
carried into effect. 















CHAPTER XIV. 


Amival in Liverpool. Meeting of Price snd James Wallack. Stars in 
‘prowpect. Miserable situation of the Provincial ‘Theatres in regard to 


Engagement concluded with Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Mra, Austin, Mats 
and Join Thompson Norton, Numcrous Engagements with 
‘Actor. Whole Shipioad of Actors for Philadelphia. Safe 
Arival. Pleasant Voyage. Managerial Trouble commencing. Tho 
Opening of the Season of 1827 and 1828, 


1 aunryzp at Liverpool on the 20th July, and as the vessel 
‘was made fast to the duck, the first porson I saw atanding on 
the wharf was Stophen Price, at that time manager of Drary 
‘Lane Theatre. He, and James Wallack, wore anxiously vx- 
pains Macready hoy 1 informed thom, I had left acting in 

timore. They invited me to dino with them, anxious to 
rang, whislrve peat toptier|proceing fo the thste, 
» Which we spent r Proceeding to the theatre, 
here F met my ‘old frionds, Meadows and Paul Bedford. 
iss ee me he Nal so connection with Anuariete 
trioals, mew no ext rpaon, whom 
‘Would be mare happy to serve than, Warren, cinoe’he had out 
hah Mr. ees. 1 received much valuable information 
‘from hizo, as to the whereabouts of many actors I was anxious 
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to 800; but 1 soon found, on my arrival in London, that Mr, 
Price i usta covaldored the maanecr of the Park Theatre, 
New York; however, fram him I learnt that Mra. Sloman 
might be indnoed to cross tho Atlantic if I could make her an 
offer worth acoopting. Having been. an intimate associate of 
Sloman, when we were together in tho Canterbury oompany, 
{ lost no time in addressing a Jettar to him, requesting to neo 
him as early na possible, after my arrival in London. On the 
Jat of August we.met, and concluded an engagemont for one 
yoar, for the service of himself and Mrs, Sloman, for which I 
agreed, on behalf of Mr. Warren, to pay him twenty-seven 
years per and allow him all his travelling expenses. 
his wae one of ¢ moat important as well as most moveseful 


mania for theatrical ion to Amerios was at its 
¢ when I arrived in ‘Dr. Hart of New York, 
engaged strong reinforcement for the ‘Theatre 


of that oy. ‘The Boston managers wore also oxerting them 
selves to meet the oppouiti preparing for them by the ereo- 
fion of the ‘Tremont These, of which Pelby was to be the 
manager. Jia ‘engaged nearly an antire company for 
the Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, among whom were 
Higery Smith and John Shefion. Applicalions from, acto ators of 
minor repute flocked in upon mo by dozens, employi 
Teast an hour a day to answer. My fat care was to see what 
could be procured in the incial theatroa, but never was 1 
more dissppointed; with the exception of Miss Hiuddart and 
‘Miss Kenneth, both of Birmingham, and a Mr. Hammond, at 
Liverpool, there was not an actor worth making m offer to, 
and I was determined, if I could not meet with those w] 

my judgment approved, to return to the United Staten wi 
forming any engagements at all. 

Booth had wrongly recommended to my notice Mr, B. 
Chapmsn, as a young man of talent, worth enquiring after, 
and] fortunately found him in the humour to answer my pur 
Ye His other Wiliam having boen engaged for the 

bo eatre, no difficulty forming an engagement: 
mataaly aatiafactory. agreed to give hine five poweds por 

a 


tat hia srry fe tho United Beaten, sithough roger 

iT in the 

paid, he 10 frambled ‘at exceedingly, becanso he ‘4 

of loge value to the theatre than himself, in reosipt of higher 

emolument, 

oR BEEK enquiry was afer 3s, Southwell, and I mast oon 

feos TOY surprise waa oq my pleasure, in finding the 

dashing Romeo, my old strolling acqusintancs, Francis, whom 
‘with in Bol hha considerable 


I ith in Bolton, I 
JaRoalty ix prevailing opin hum tolutea tony Sees 
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Janghed at the idea; nor do I think oven our old friendship 
would have induced him to listen to my overtures, had he not 
have had a quarrel with Elliston upon tho scoro of business, 
when, Leishman-like, acting upon the impuleo of the moment, 
Ke came directly from the theatre to me, and to prevant tho 

bility of reconciliation, eigned his articles beforo ho left 
iny lodgings, to my no rraall gratification, although much to 
the annoyance of Elliston, who threatened to arrest him for 
breach of contract, if ho attempted to asil for America; and 
poor Sonthwell felt uneany unl he was safely at enon board 


era, 

‘Mercer anil family next engaged my attention, a most 
valuable acquisition to any theatre. I now tried Rowbotham, 
aad wor equally successful. Mise ery, of the Surrey 
Theatre, I was foriunate enough to eagige ond co Te 


counting my recruits, I began to feel proud of my aucoeas, A 
male singer was the guly important person I now wanted, and 


hore I waa completely and a¢ last impor upon by 
Feurman, who recommended to me bis pupil Hutchings, at 
thet time engaged in the York Theatre. He was tho onl 
porson to whose talent I was a stranger, util I had commit 

myvelf beyond the possibility of retracting, and bad as was the 
bargain, i¢ was Hobson's choice, “thot or none.” I now turned 


fe 
‘Mr. Honry Lewis was recommended to me arey- 
‘mechanic, 


more, a most able ache hose falling Reece a 
a sours more though he was 
to the thestre, and Mian Kerr, and Mis 


who failed to make their Sppearance at the appointed time, 

‘Mr, Willis on « melodramatic leader, completed my arrange- 

‘efpenting hin fury sachs © errying oot all ie row” 
success in ont ‘views, 

T now reosived « note enclosed. to Mz. Kenneth, from the 
Hon, 8, H. F. Berkeley, ing an. interview, which I 
found was an application from Mra, Austin, which I’ was most 
willing to entertain. Sho was then singing st Vauxhall, 
where I went to hear her, and was eo delighted with her 
voise, that on the following morning, after a few moments? 
conversation, I 1eft two for Bor consideration, to tho 
last of which oho repliod — 


<CMin, Austin is propared (0 accede to an engageinont a1 Philadelptia, 
at proposod by Bui, Wennyre, for twelve nights, al tom pounds yterting jer 
night, and a half clear benefit, totake place on any day, Fuuday at Saturday 
execptols the atrength, or any pat of the company being at Mrs. Austin’s 
<alspomal on that nighl. " Mis. Austin to appear at Philadelphia (unkes 1 
disposed by the voyage) within a wock after ber arrival; not to play more 
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an threa Cimes a week, and to be guaranteed sn engagement at Baltimners” 
sharing with the manager, after the expruses; the balance to bestrack be 
tween the parties each night; the payment either wockly or mightiy, a 
may please the manager.” 


‘This was the substance of the ement, which was finally 
arranged, with the option of a renewal for twelve nighta longer, 
on the part of the manager, on the same terms, 


(core oF ma. x. xEREmEY's xOTR) 


#* Mr, HL Berkeley's compliments to Mr, Kenneth, bogs to aequaint him, 
that om Monday he will meet Mr. Wemyss sud himself at Mrs. Austin’s, at 
any the Mz. Keaneth rosy fix, fntlly to arrange everything, Mr. Berkeley 
tees no obstacle, but will make every rematk on paper, to the most parti- 
cular lota, for Mr. Wemyss’ approval, Mr. Keuneth will be kind enough 
to acquaint Mr. W. that Mrs, Austin can get an engagement at elther theatre 
in Now York, sad sppear there first, bat that she certainly shall consider 
herself bound to Mr. Warren, and respecting all other engagements in 
Amestoa, shall makes point to be guided by that which will be most agres- 
able or useful to the Philadelphia manager. 

+¢ Respecting the ten pounds, nightly, Mrs, Austin will be entirely guided 
by Colonel Berkeley, who arrives on Suturday st Berkeley House, and it 
‘as owing to his opinion, that che made the proposal: but it hes removed 
‘much objection in her mind to find Mr. Wemyss ready to meet the terms, 
tan it clearly proves his good opinion of the venture. In short, Mr. Berkeley 
‘merely proposes Monday, because of the arrival of his brother, the neces- 
sity of attending to whom, Mr. Kenneth can very well understand.” 


Hore was 8 it point ina eintion for a star + 
the Chemut Kies pha neciciog te ference to either 
the Park or Bowery Theatres of New York, and through 8 
fosrcn which might ereter be tamed t gest advanigs 
‘The petranage of Colonel Berkeley to theatre and thoatri 
in Esndom, belag tao well known to require comment. 

Tt wes in juenoe of this ent, which was con 
adel on the Men that Joka Bere Norn the re 
ater, par excellence, was engaged a fortine in 
Veter world soquieltion to tho orchestra of no mean 


On the Tussday, Augast 21+, I found tho following note 
‘upon my table, 


«* Dr. Hart, of New York, has had the pleasure of waiting on Mr, Wamyss, 
‘om businews relative to the Philadelphia Theatre. Tf it wlll sult the entire 
convenience of Mz. W., Dz. Hart will be giad to see him any time to-mors 
Tow, betwegn 1 and 3 o'clock, at his recidence, No. 14, Pall Mall. 

 Tusetay, Aug. $1, 1887." 


wg Za 
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Hie made ale on flr which 1 to, subject to the final 

ats, Warren in Phatedephia’ fabio fo te Host 

fatre of Now York, of which he was the agent in London 
would receive auch stars an we engaged, on fair and real 

terms that the Philadelphia Theatre would enter into am ar 
yanzepent io gxclado entively every sat Enowa obo in 

Price and Sim) ™ and lend our aid to the cngagement of 

Bie and Ms e Vertris, for the Bowery and Philadel- 


Phis theatres Dr. Haré further pledged hismuels if Warren 
Eg hanes ar tt e French Dancers, now on. 

lr way to Amerlos, or 8m: aid from their com 
pany, which could frustrate the New York man 


, in Philadel; ante be ei vas di sl, ving ono 
age i iphis. lispon: a By af fring one 
= lnlpia hive eiclana ies 
most 


‘ud Simpson in tho aituation of suppliants, rather than the 
despots which they had hitherto proved. 
ifert was the first Yo break this arrangement by an an 

Keer Tata that Miss George was. od only for the 
wery Theat ii announcement to the contrary not. 
withstanding, I had » written ent in my pow 

rio, cap astifoation, 1 published at 

Dewspe) iin Lhpteala 


promised so fairly, 
acted in faith towards Mz. Warren, the 
Park Theatre must have lost the omnipotent name of the The- 
atre ; for, during the winter of 1827 and 1828, it presented the 
‘noommon # eof being dependent or tor org attraction, 


almost en theatres; Clare 
Saher and Me Hora bes forn being ig de ouly now lars over whoa they 
exerciaed any control. 

‘But the first proposition made to the Bowery Theatre, to 
exchange stars on fair and reciprocal terms, in the perron of 
Are, Stoman for Mr. E. Forrest; (and every body who reool- 


lect: any thing nbout theatrical Fepresenfations } knows that 
‘Mrs. Sloman’s ‘was 8 succemion of well-filled 
houses, the worst of which was better than any house Mr. 
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‘The disavowal of Dr. Hart’s authority to enter into anymach 
‘atrangement, and the coolness that followed, healed the 


nut Street Theatre; Mr. Warren bein; willing to 
fort w trealy, offondive tnd defensive, tin tho Bowery Thon: 
tre, bat by no moans anxious merely to change masters, which 
appeared to be Mr. ilfaria' view of tho alliance 

the Monterey Gopiin Wanton ay retura fo Philp, 

ie 8 on 0) iJ 

nocompanied by Mr. and Mra. Southwell, son and servant; 
Me. & Chapman end brother; Mr. Hotahings; Mz. and Mrs. 
‘Mercer, and son; Miss Emery; Mr. J.T. Norton; Mr. Willis; 
‘Mr, Mra, and Miss Ker; Mise Hawthorn and Mist Wonghman; 
Mr-and Mra, Lewis, and ; leaving Mr. and Mrs. 3 


My Austin; Mis Goarge,; Mise Minter; and Mo, and Mra 
T mast do ‘Went the justice to,say he made us all as 


had one masquerade, two or three concerts, which, 

‘the musioal talent, were excellent, indeed—better than aa 
audience amembled on shore paid a dollar per ticket to hear 
and several danoce, which we must honour with the name of 
bell; all this tending to make a summer pemage o pleasant 


De the 17th of October, 1827, I loft the ship, with the 
letter bag, proceeding mp to town‘on the Norfolk steamboat, 


id 
i 
fi 
H 
ce 
i 
i 


He 


Z 
5 
a 
u 
3 
a 
E 
= 
j 


the Cheanut Street Theatre. Tho ent 
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Amarigan theatre, yet the roosipts of the first week fell short 

of the nightly expenditure, Tt was not until the produstion 

of “ Evadne,” and the“ Rencontre,” that the soasou bogan to 

‘Une & rourabee appearance, and was bronght to a most 
lone. 


‘On the 2ith of October, a concert was given, to introduce 
‘the new band with eclat; in which I had the sati-faction of 
hearing Mr. Willis alone encored, ‘This I looked upom as a 
favourable omen, and recoived many congratulations from my 


Tho theatre was announced to open on the 20tb, with 
Romeo and Juliet,” and “Is he Jealous,” to givo Mr. South- 
well an opportunity of appearing in Romeo, 1 soon dis- 
covered that the stage manager's sitastion was not to be a 
bed of roses, I received no less than seven anonynous letters 
upon ike sabject of Mins Warren's playing Jalit 

Southwell, however, made quite o hit in Romeo, and Ming 
Frarren, notwithstanding ll the hints of socrot fot, layed 


becoming at once a decided favourite, dir. 8. Chapman made 
his appearance aa Picrre, in “ Venice Proserved,” under most 
unfavourable circumstances: Mr. Wood having been an- 
Somneel foe the yart, Bat castle fiom slakaom to Nay, Miss 
Emery was the Belvidera. Mr. Norton also made his first ap- 
pearance, The houses during these preliminary arrangoments 
‘wore rey i, but on the production of © Evadne,” in which, 
for the first time, all the atranzers wore placed before the 
audience in one play, warboalty hed ‘the house, and from that 
moment prosperity to dawn, At the conclusion of the 
play Mr. Warren publicly returned me his thanks for the ablo 
manner in which I bed accomplished his mission, 

‘The next suocessfal step was the production of a new comedy 
entitled the “ Rencontre,” which, with “ Evadno,” filled tho 
house for rel Dae eae nar ay of Mra sue, 
expected, by the Robert mo in uncertainty 
aa to Oe ements with regard to stars; therefore, it was 
fortunate that the public appreciated the efforts of our really 

Stock company. 

On the 14th of Septembor Mr. Charles Horm made his Sat 
appearance in iphia, a: Young Meadows, fu “ Love in 
a Y Mns Knight playing Rosctta; although the fimt 
‘stars of the season, they were not very succeafal. 

‘On the 26th, I received the following letter from the Hon. 
FHF, Beekeley — 


os : 
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 Algonquis,” (ut nea,) Susudzy, Nov. 90th, 6x1, 
+My Dea Sire, 


«Mn Austin, Mrs, Sloman, and Mr. Sloman, are hers, all fo 
health, as well os 

Yours, truly, 

“7, H. F. Demceier! 


‘Thia was s weight removed from mind, although it was 
janate; the two stars, from ‘thom I expected most, 

in the same vessel. Had Mrs, Austin have come a 

by the Robert Edwards, the money paid to 

Hom ud Ue Koight would have beon saved to the treasury, 
and her own recep! ronda have heen: zeaee fo ber ealicho- 
Hon. She made her ‘fret oo in America, at tho 
Chomnutatreet Theatre, De ‘10th, 1827, 





Mos. AUBTIN. 


aso Gn ees made Kuglish Opera vere 

able, was engaged. by me om for ihe samt siseet 
Bheatte, P Philadelph: re She made her first 3] 

Rosetta, in “ Love 3” the brilliant style in Walch 

he exeouted the vausio ‘at once established her reputation a8 

lager of more than ordinary talent, but the taste for musio 

0 ope in its infancy ; to Mr. Warren belongs the 

cultivation ih saeallent t orcheatra of the year 

iar al 1208, provided for the Ohesnut-street Theatre, de- 

fate than to be scattered throughout the 

Taleo. "Dh yor te later, such music within the walls of » 

theatr. would no ingonsic 


iderable portion of the 

Men Austin’ ment, although rioh i tation, 
ire, "a eD; in was 

» fil “in the mast Suuportant matter to the 

“ moneygy. Brery body who heard her sing, praleed ber 

i Ey pets 
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peed America than on this cocasion. Bho procecded 
‘Bow York, where she became a favourite, assisted, 
bby Hoen onde Cegrmee copelring the wound Mrs Sloman's 

inflicted upan her vanity, snd tara: tables 
sarap attrnotinn was concerned, decidedly ia bes teroae 


CHAPTER XV. 


Mr. Gloman's First Aypearmnos in America. Great Receipts, Good 
Genoralshlp. Bidloulous Hubite, Mr, Austin. I, Forrest, Play 
‘of the ‘*Usorper.® Grand Flare Up, After Thunder, Clear Wow 
ther Aguine 


‘Tun Tth of December, 1827, was a day of anxiety. On that 
evening Mra Sloman made her fitst appearance as Isabelle, 
in the “Fatal Marriage.” To me her suoccss or failure was a 
matter of it importance; for, as the first star imported for 
the Philadelphia ‘Theatre, our future exertions would be 
grided dy het reception, ‘She was an old acquaintance; we 
wusband bad been an intimate eobenicn, in the happiest 
days of my strolling career. Mr. Warren was pledged, 
throagh me, to pay py, bee ee realy sterling por pol, ft 
one year; if 8 mat surprise 
exerted mi; the ature’ in hor fsvouse that I entered 
the theatre fal of fears for the result, vo a one hope, #0 
spendidly realized, that she might the audience. 

the howe was only intidoendy is filled, but the pit was 
overfiowing, and her success triamp! 


Maz. SLOMAN 


ed and dre for thir. 

Finn ousoantre nights than soy aiat who hod hiberia graced 

ike bourds of the Oheant Street ‘Theatre. She was © com: 
a of fll and Dantiny nth at of anit banda 


iY performance 

or very bad, aaldom fuiba te lease 
re id * 

teh i aw hes, ta Ceaterbory, ig deed Wah, OS 

Saari Dine che won great nvobeie abe en 

Deoame the wife of Mr. Henry Dowton, (the manager’s son,) 
tedious illness, Ww 

knew dion Siem sevice tho tinetin the wife 

of Mr. John Sloman, und made her appearance as & tragic 
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ecome an established favourite) played 
Alicia, there was quite an animated contest for superiority 
‘Mr. Matthew Oarey, whose opinion was of somo 
matters, openly deolaring his ference for Miss Emery, who 
wasn valuable actress. This. 0¢ of opinion waa of aor- 
vige to the treanary. 
Mr, Sloman us, for the Federal Street Theatre, in 
where the samo success did not attend her efforta; 


once @ cal, by crushing hor with superior atiraction, 
on the igh we eS ‘she did not appear: Mr. Horn, Mr. 
Pearman and Mr. Austin, playing together in opera three 

Unsupported, occupied 


is the publio mind, that on her aie Phiindalphin bears 
i on her return to Philadelphia, 
the olose of the season, sho could not attract a single dollar, 
‘Tho same thing ooourred to Clara Fisher, whose first engage- 
ment was only eclipsed by Mrs, Blomans 

‘Mr. Bloman made his bow io an American audienos, on the 
cocasion of hix wife's benefit, December 17th. His omic 






ag proved very attractive, giving a fresh i to the 
tengo te audlaee Be omens of Hi Sloman, 
‘Mr. Slowan's acting, ha 

‘paris, was considered 

‘Promomnes it a0. 


was excellent; im thet 
‘alone consisted the secret of his great benefite throughout 
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the United States, 16 was only from this source in New 
Tock tees engegement of Mr. and Mrs, Sloman paid Mr. 


‘While upon the subject of New York theatricals, the 
mannagers there have a foolish abit of announcing pices for 
representation for the first tims in America, which have fre 
questiy been Bisyed in in Philadelphia, deceiving on}, a 
selves by this miserable trick, and provoking com: 

no meana favourable to their managerial enterprise, sey, 


“Why, 
have not asen that, 7 must nave 
asloop; it has boon soted in our eity eix saonthe age. 

‘Mrs. Austin ba 2 New York the pate 
vacated ware ‘FE Yor on emslton 

Should refern and Gniah the engugenien a the 26th of 
March, He appeared a8 Brutus, in ewark Payeoes y, 
on the bth of Janay, but the ‘houses were indifrenty wt 
tended ; but if must be remembered at this time Mr. F 

had not soqaired the fame which sttarwands enabled bis Ye 
Aictate terms to Ho wax climbing the hill with 
rs] 


stcidoe, bul had Sot reached Tee sumimie 
the 26th of December, 1827, the long ssonnoed trae ay 


Hh 





ef epeak cot selene pat ae tae Hate that 
yablic, mo vat 
Dr. eat the characters Bimnelf, 


those 
actor ho thonght best qualitied to give nduree reoord, 
this, to uhow the feeling which oxiated towards him os an 
author, and the aispeatioo of the Smenagement t0 to afford him 
ovay facility in their power, which could oontribute to his 


“ihe Doctor reosived an stsurinso, that so long as the 

ly would draw the nightly expenses incidental to the 

(200 dollars) i€ should ‘be repeated. | Tho news: 

‘were sealous in their endeavours to aid his cnuse, and 

4 writer in the Selurday Post went so far on to say, In 

rope, on a piece being more than commonly mcoesful, it 

warts grasa “x tho gadieseo to cll for i Te tion by 

fere the cue of action was distinctly given. Tho 

night “ef Berformance arrived. The prologue, written by 

‘Exq,, foll to my lot. I will first give the 

persons; for since thst eventful night, the infant, 

whoso dasth és announced in the second scene, which incident 

had nearly iapsat the gravity of the spectators, bas grown uP 

snd become a talker on his own behalf; whether the play bo 
improved by the alteration, 1 leave those who 

performance, and {since the Doctor's resolution "to vt, 

Gad shame the foots f} have had courage to read it, to 


ist ‘FHEAVAICAL RIOGRASEY. 


Cobtha (he Usurper) Mr. Southwell; Labrs, King of Mun- 
ster, Mr. Brown ; rihifut Aer vo the trond) Mr. 
‘Mercer; Partholon, Mr. B. 
ii Gets) “Memod i Sgt, Heh A Se Dasley 
lat ley 5 
b, Mr. Wheatley; First Obiof. Mr. Parker; Seooad 
; Chief, Mr. Delarue ; Fire Soldier, 
jecond Soldier, Mr. Lyons 5 Third Soldier, Mr. 
rot Bard, Mr, ‘Tatehiogs: Ben Bard, Bir, Jetfer- 
ins Emery ; Elifinor, Fins Warren ; Morest, 
Misi Darley; Servant, Mies Hathwell 
Mauls oomposed exproraly forthe pice by Mf. Willis 
‘The Prologue written by James 8, Ea, to be spoken 


by Mr. Wem 
is es PROLOGUE, 


row Ct reasentse Te whose emarab plains 
{nmiling verdure, de their wnguine sess 

‘The land of heroes, and by patriots trod, 

‘The land of lovers, and tho bard's abode. 

From Eria bore on 








A stranger's 
‘The poet of the seems, who trembling woos, 


To ‘To rach thefudgment, und fo tush the heat 
From the historic page his theme he draws, 

‘And days when Xrin dared give Erin laws. 

‘What time the sage’s voice and soldier's call, 

And berds’ proud anthem rung through Tara's Hell 

rill Rata pelate yet hah thats Druid sia, 


eyes. 
‘Hiusi'd from a throne, or from the altar driv'ns 
‘Detestad, sora’ of man, condemned of Heet’a 
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‘White in the patriot priser, and faithful maid, 
‘And generous friend, the Hving truths portreyed. 


‘The Addicons, and Steeles, atd Johnsons taught. 
And though to-night, we boast no golden name, 
‘Like thelrs, bright sperkling on the seroll of fame, 
‘Let the endeavour to uphold the laws. 


‘The condid Judgment, and the Just reward. 


Well would it havo been for Dr. M'Heny's cause, bad his 

ragedy contained but hslf the merit of this prologue, Not- 
withstanding the exertions of his friends, I never witnessed 
a more complete failure. It is true, that as the curtain fell, 
many young men, fond of making # nolse, and delighting in 
the prospect of a theatrical row, voolferously owed for the 
author, and a repotition of the play, which I promlted for the 
following Thuradsy, announcing it in the yy billss follows: 


The Usurper having been unanimously caliod for by the audience on 
ii fat presentation, will be played again om Thurday pext.” 


rani of tev nest peracencn {ws ofey lag tl 
of mext ‘was every thin, 

tratitulo oould'mako moe 1 oven receitod a present af ono of 
the suthor’a poems, accompanied with, “from his sasured 
friend, Dr, M’Henry,” written by hie own hand, on the title 
page. |The necond night, producing one hundred dolfare lees 
than the amount of the expenses, released me from all pro- 
mises, and turned the gratitude of Dr. M'Henry to gall; end 
in an instant I was transformed from one of tho best to one 
of the worst of human bei 

‘The play of the Urarpor had heen accopted for representa 
tion by Mx, Warren, previous to my retara from 5 
the hope of suooe was dosuied by Dr. MC Henry « saficlent 
remuneration. He now demanded a third representation, for 
the bene of the author, founding his elatm upon the unages 
of th large thestet, in London. this arrangement, many 
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Ad not feat inclined to lt the responiblity of thle perform, 
manos rest U1 ma bat mihont an Tavestion of woundin 
Dr his benefit in the fol- 
Ping aoe 


In consequence of the persevering and unceasing application of Dr, 
MiHienry and his friends, the tregedy of the Unurper will be playod for 
be third and laut time at thia theatre, on Friday, the Ist of Fobruary, for 
‘the benefit of the author." 


only chjeot, in this annonnoement, was to prove to thove 
whe'wore in foe habit of frequenting the abensr—to whom 
the play was realy obmoxions—that it was the author's dot 

I was therefore surprised to read in the 
nites States Gazette of the 30th of January, 1828, the 
following :— 


“TO THE PUBLIC. 


+" T¢ a well-known to the play-going portion of the inhabitants of Phila 
dolphis, that 5 new tragedy of my composition, has recently been twice 
performed st the Cheaut Street Theatre, and that it received om both 


reprosentation, I was induced by the numerous inquiries that wero juade 
at my house by respectable individuals, relative to the time when a third 
Tepretentation, which it was supposed would be for my benefit, would take 
placo, toapply to the managers for information. To this applicatton, Mr. 
‘Wemyss replied in a style of ambiguity, which occuatoned ma to require 
from him a verbal explanation. This be gave in #0 abrupt « masmor, 
‘hat I resolved to hold no more communication with him. seme of wy 





14 caleulsted to destroy all my prospecta of profit 
from s benefit.‘ In comequence of the persevering and cnoessing sppll- 
sation of Dr, M’Henry and his friends, the tregedy of * The Usurper will 
‘be played for the third and Inst time at this Theatre, on Thursday next, 
February 1st, for the benefit of the sothor.” 
“Comment on the evident detign and tendency of such so announce. 
ment ia unecessary. 1t might bo observed, however, that the foregolng 
statement affords a positive contradiction to the assertion, that I had mada 
‘persevering snd unceasing applications for s benefit; 1 had, in fact, nover 
ones. 


“Under these clreumstanees, I hope an allowable degres on ot elcome 
‘will be admitted by thove who sre desirous to witnem another representa} 
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tion of # The Userper,’ as an apology for my prohibiting that representa. 
tion, which I have dane, in « note addressed to Mr. Warren. 

«From the sympathy and support of @ generous and calightenod 
publio—the public of Philsdelphia—from whom I have never failed to 
receive justlee and Kindness, Lf T wore to seek for redrew in the present 
instanee, 1 know I should fiod it, Many maguraimous minds would feel 
pens in is tating yest with an individual 4o clearly 111 treated. and in 

trary managers of theatres, that they ought dot altogethire to 
Sacogut tre approbation of a community, which can never approve of 
injustion and oppression. But I ask no redress, My fellow-etison, I am 
persuaded, Will continue to manlfert towards me that good will, which 1 
Jhave experienced from thers, and which forms, st this moment, my prido 
‘a well as my consalation, 


«Jan. Soth, 1828." Signed) Jams MW'iiamr” 
is as pratty a piece of inosndiarism as ever 
a een etre an the idedly “ a row.” 
“DM Ho that he made bus ove 
cation fora bende 1 in “not content 
my answer to his ate ‘personal intex. 
‘view, and after that bold 30 communica. 


tion with me: h me: Bat (a tack tici) is jiende-conesbved. ha sean 
‘unjustly treated, from his satement {it appears dey took 
up fhe eabjest, ‘which he had rere to 

q] allowing me & benefit." 

Moeknonnte TERS bed net 


ike theatres ond’ thas be not penaveranos for the Teli. 
ment ofan object, 1 am sf x lout to know what it 

Bat to diamis the Doctor and his tragedy, on whom I have 
already wasted too mush space, 


On the evenin, dog the 1st of F the night 
roa trata’ bcasy, the night 


play of “7 fers lca ceding sick — — 


din my wr chich wun truly dstibuted nee 

of the theatre. low, what will an enlightened and 
fiberal ps pablo may of the man we net icly relinquishing 
means to obtain it. 
The fe Ba Samuel Chapman very facetiously interlined this 


“the Polio rppotely informed that the 
declines any 


Dr. Mie ashamed of pasting 
Fe ae then 


Jiard 
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Ta which state { remsined in the green rem for soveral days, 
and was enjoyed, even by the friends, oa an excellant 


joke. 
5s ‘This was the fie time had inonrred the dspiengnre of the 
audience, a4 a manager; and never, in any cuso, was it less 
deserved. “Tied pared mae Than de to theantiue 
I had devoted ae rzren bed expen 
money, on & lesa 
valine at ee 
a ho 
. isaxper, ant 


reorn jvooad ; 
any nethy Mayes ois eG 
pope to ~ exthor, of 






‘and only withdrawn beonuse 
jnct of the acting , (meaning 
me) to be gromly ingulting towards himself and his friends; 
sithongh i fy n doing to, ke was aware of making w considerable 
sacrifice of his pecuntery interests. 
Nil fuit tam dmpar abi." 
Thave prorod ha that every exertion was used y im to rap, it 


possible, the mndary ad: and the 
eR ann sceed ie Mas the oh tad his a 
His attompt to orento a dltasbance ia the ¢ theatre failed ; 
he a ri of ar nmi wee sree fb by ain 
os 

Iiveid wary of natiro talen ate tit a in 
this instance, of leat, und (eating 
with disrepect, wat revived, some ae rans 
malignity #0 far as to agcuse me of having as 
orokesra to play the nation any, Sightly cled for by the 


<a from this unmanly and insidious attack, I 
to addreas the ic, 1 the end of the play: 
Billy, whieh T did on the Bra ‘February, thas ;— 
m0 ua PUBLIC. 

**A report being in elreulation, thst I had forbdden the orchestsa to 
lay the National Airs, I bog leave respectfully to oform the pubdie, thet, 
vo fax from forbldiltng them, 1 have frequently given orders that oue or 
pore should be played overy eveulngs and from this date, the 
arrangement will take place previous to the commencement of the play 1— 
‘The band will perform the overture of the plece, of much overture 13 tho 
leader of the orchestra may soe ft to substitnte, Between the play and the 
farce, each night, the tims will be exeluslvely sppropriated to 

‘mArTOOAL AIRS. 
1 trust this arrangement wilt prove astiathotory to all parties, and at ance 
dlaprove the monstrous catwinng, St le tp uincero wish, and Mr, Wars 
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en's Interest, that every individual who contributes im the slighfiat de 
gros to the cupport of the theatre, should leave, if pomible, perfectly 
aatiafied with the evening’samasement, 

«F.C, Wanna, 


«rDasaran, Fob. 2nd, 1888," +" Stage Manager.” 


‘This order, publicly given, annoyed poor Braun, the leader, 
who oomld fot eudure the frequent repetition of “ Yankee 
Doodle,” to the exclusion of Mozart, Weber, ko. ; not entering 
into the national feeling, which mado it the most agresable 
to an American car. 

Ido not aocwe Dr. M'Henzy or his friends, of circulating 
theese reports 5 pat it is an ae rerio that Lo 
acousstion in’ the newapspers appeared eimultancously wit 
De Miearys acpedl ond sinay tbe fracen about Harry 
Herbert, « predilection for end her institutions hae 

Teesived aa my creed. of our native country ig 
implanted by nature in our bosoms, and I most warmly ap- 
plaud it, wherever met. Much as 1 have sufforod from wilful 
misrepresentation, I admire that feeling of patriotism, which 
will not brook even « breath of insult from the lips of a 
foreigner. I have always regarded the institutions of America 
with pride, while I never shrink from defending my native 
Bagland, ‘when unjustly assailed. My feelings towards 
America and England cannot be better expressed, than in 

i tonst of a worthy Irish baronet, in the 
alker.” Speaking of England, 
en. of your country, and mine, never 
meet in altercation, but in good humaur, a bottle.” 
Snob shonld be the fecling of every Englishman towards an 
ican, and every American towards an Englishman. 
















OHAPTER XVI. 


‘Miss George, Mian Kelly. Wiss Clara Fisbar. Lillipotian the Third, 
Excellent Prologue, Load Talking of third Thestre, 
Actor? Benefits, Colonel M'Cahen's First 
Cooper's Return from England. Forrest and 
Opera. First Appearance of Mr. and Mra. 
‘An Elopement, Spirit of Brosh at the 
‘Third Heat. ‘The Cheanut aa it Again, Victorious. The Gnome 
King ve. Sleeping Bosuty. Close of a most Splendid Season, 


‘Om the 10th of January, Mise George, of whom so much hed 
been sald, made her spRgaanoe i Philadelphia, oa Susanna, 
in, an 


in the of the of Figaro.” She was much 
inferfor to Mrs, Austin, singer; attracting but little 
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nasi, exons in Sete Sara Beat mat 


fe tho mt hb sntiautien of (ne fadiance, aa Kelly play 


ing on the 2nd of Februar, 
Sig Donna Wictnate’ in the « Lert On the 17th of 
February, quite novelty was placed before the audienen, in 
the shape of a now ours by , in German, in which 
‘Mr. Braun and Mr. ‘were particalarly happy. The 
overiura was performed entirely by French S kerme gal en 
x Wolsey, the 20th of Feb beng rato _ 
in rust , Reynolds’ 
of “The Will,” was performed, Yor th 
Sniredaolng 


MISS OLARA FISHER. 


Although in France, “the children’s theatre” frequently pro- 
‘duces an extracrdinary juvenile actor, precocious dramatio 
talent has rarely mot success in England or the United 
States, where people ly have something of more ore 
portance to cocnpy thelr time, than listening to children 
suming the garb sad manners of men and women. 

Master ne, # Young Doscius, xo termed; the young 
lady whose pame 1 ‘am recording ; and Master Barke, ‘whose 
‘musical talent i enlisted public curionty in his favour, are ex- 


ions to this 

ii Clara ¥ evan wily i ie a ig, wal indeed a 
d the judicious manner in which she waa placod 
before the publi, aided her suocesa. In Lord Flinnip, her 
Sor rig ‘wartiors, sorte pagan 
my was ; aa the performance of a 
pinta et eet @ man, it 

have been ridicnlous. 





Filed more eet ober, respon het were of 
g the won: 


orities of London, who Y oeveioned her a Kean in minature, 
Bat like all other oases of precocity, premature decay fol- 
lows; either the public are too exacting, or the mind of the 
Javenile player breaks down from over action, ere it reachos 
maturity—there being no case on record of s child acquiring 
Wea by at #0 early an age who retained it in after life. 
m Miss Clara Fisher first visited the United States, hur 
youth gnd reputation induced crowds to visit the theatre 
whenever her uame was announced. Now, how changed hor 
destiny —surpasiod by many who, j in her carly carour, nuver 
dared to think of approaching her in the favour of the public. 
1 can sonroely conceive a more fal situation to an actor 
posseesing a sensitive mind, than couscionsness of having 
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metaontion, pene ya top ronnd of the 
of fame, Ni foplected as Clara, Pisher row ia, ber name will 
descend among the few who have arrived at eminonco, when 
thone who ener short-lived triumph, from her pny 


humiliation, he for By her pereirica lip 

family ba have been an respecta ly educated, and established 

while in private "ray, pen in ibe we reton 

more universally eatoe: ‘This must consolation a 


retirement, for that fortune which the Paste to have por 


Her first ugucoment in Philadetphis averaged upwasis of 
seven hundred Bet night, ont of which she reotired 
nearly four thousand Sollarey but as, in the one of Mri, 
Biomio, wien ahe returned, all curiosity to neo her bad ead 
Hidedj hor do T remember that she ever afterwards get 


‘be remembered an a finished specimen of comic acting. 

‘Mr, Barronghs played a aight ‘or two; but his houses, after 
the great business wo had been acting to, appeared really worsa 
than they were. 

On te 2let of Felauary, the “ Red Rover” waa produced, 
‘Mevara, Carey und Lea, the spitited booksellers and publishory, 
having announced Cooper's new novel of the “ Red Rover’ 
as nearly ready for delivery, a thought strook me, that if = 
copy of ‘he novel could be ‘procured, in advance of the publi- 
cation, and a nautical drams founded upon it, it would be 
productive both of reputation aod money. 

Ewnited upon these gentlemen, who, in the kindest manner, 
granted my request, stipulating only that it should not be eae seen 
by my ‘any person except those concerned in our prey Preparations, 

it! trinmp! 


th my prize in my T returned 
ths th Se ee rapes ety daliee eeu, 
hlsthonld bo soto i he would comin 








e ‘which he ared at lent,) such as should meet my 
approbation, from the “ he Rover,” retaining auch ene 8k 
T pointed out—the moving panorama bei edad eth for the 
great scene, as a novelty. Here wae s 

author, painter, and machinist; and well ia each actu aoquié 
themselves, not forgetting the exelent mu masio of Mr. Brann. 


‘Never in any theatre was a more seta eat piece pros 
Srndred dlltcs per aight: ent aoa os lay nights tots 
Min Olas Pa ee era ae Bibel Peon 
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Rinatth, was epeken with mach 
perarpiek sorb yer terniy hater rt pieed 
for iteelf. 
PROLOGUE TO THE “ RED ROVER.” 
Apoken by Mr, Tome and Mr, 8. Chapman ; written by 
P, Satth, Fag, 


‘AVIA TUE WamAORA, FOLLOWED BY TUE GALL BOY. 


‘Mamaern-Another author! what is thls you s0y, 
Another author, with another play, 


“That I must forthwith bring it on the stages 
‘The fellows madaestark mad—to brave the town, 
And ef ef armés, Fores bis rubbish down; 
‘But show him in—(exit boyy, they shall not make me fear 
‘Tho! authors now like Banqu@s rave, appear 
‘A moment, sed then vaniah 
(Enter author.}—Sir, your most — 
A virgin author, to give up tha ghost. 
jporeon— Vout wing, my fra, ay drome —(oey MS.) 
Mamas. Let me see! 
Avraoa—Well charea the town, wt 6ll your treanury. 
Marsart—A modest youth—the town—t understand ; 
But gonvuslike, you write a d——4 cramp'd hand, 
‘Which I cannot deeypher }—Sir, no doubt 
‘You ean explain wbat this isall aboot. 
Avrnon-=The title will explain} there—there, tara over; 
‘One leaf speaks volumes, 
Mansoxa—{Reading,)—' The Red Rover.” 
A canning rogue, the erities to confound, 
‘Herr bullds hie fatale om another's growndy 
‘Bat tet us hear what arguments you bring, 
By way of recommending this strange tog. 
‘Atrenon.~-Our seanes are drawn from Coopers graphic page, 
Sufclent passport, surely, to the tage, 
‘Sublime hig taxte—in beauty gen profuse; 
‘Yet plalding Little to the Drame’s muse. 
‘Por these descriptions, whlch with nature vie, 
‘The painter's brush but feebly can supply ; 
‘Yet umash depends upon the painter's arts 
‘And how—the plane—and ssw—perfora thele part. 
So critics who upbold the stagyiite, 
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Mawsamn—(Surprised,) —You mean to my, 
ie ‘With hammer, peint, and boards, you wrote thts play. 
weaen.—Preciatly 00. 
‘Maxsona.—And should it chance to hit, 
’ ‘Of couree you'll ley a clalm to toast and wit, 
Actson.—Vou're right again. 
Mamaaun --Modest,——but if it fails— 
‘Avruon—-Welll damn the carpenter, the boards and nail, 
‘Bout that's impossible —tsaposible, 
‘Mansorn—Indeed ! 
‘Acaoa.—My dukedom to s dernier, ‘twill sucesed, 
‘A dowy dransa from a native tale, 
In his fale city, ne'er was known to fall, 
Manaoux—W'D try that point 
‘Avraon—Parhaps ‘twill be the rage; 
"Phe «* Rover*—what | already on the singe— 
‘This looks Ifke expedition, cries that bear 
‘While sauntering in the lobby, to and fro, 
‘A wish to please thestown; egad! that's right— 
A native play—I take a box to-ulght, 
‘Mawaazn,e~To please the town, has been, I here declazc, 
‘My provadest study, snd my hourly onre; 
‘And when I prove imperfect in the part, 
‘The fault lies heres (touching his head) but comes not 
sear the heart. 
‘Tho wish to please, at loaat all must allow : 
‘The “ Rover,” shall be done—so make your bow. 


Bereunt together. 


Lewis, for his manner of sinking the Caroline, and his wr- 
Tangement of the deck of the Dart with the whole plan of 
ha panorams, devorved and reosived unqualited approbation, 
oth before and behind the curtain. ‘The effect produced 
on the audience by the firtt representation, was capitel. Ds 
ing taken by aurprize, many declared the ship was positively 
in motion, the optical delusion practised being so perfestly 


One incident only ogourred, which might have rained oar 
smooess, At the night rehearaal for the scenery, everything 
had ensoeaded beyond my most sanguine expectations; when 
Mz, 8. Chapman, slated by the approbation bestowed on hit 
exertions, saddenly said, “Me. Weaym, expend fifty dollars 
more, and I will astoniah you; I will make a shower of rain 
whioh shall induce the audienos to look for umbretian; but I 
rout pave three gauze corisins | As T never saw but one 

»y gauss, (the dresm scene of “Cherry and Fair 
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with the appearanes of snocess, which every thing promised, 
called ont; “Let him have it, Wemya.” The order was 
given, and on the following evening, the rain descended amid 
thunders of applanre from tho andience,—snveloping the 

Wilder and his lady companions were resoued, 


Cheam 
the Intter house. Mr, Wood took his frrewell benefit at the 
Chemut strest Theatre, on the 14th of April.“ Adelgitha” 
and “Mr. H.” were ths pisces selected. At the close of the 
‘the sudience called loudly for Mr. Wood, who 
addrenol them in his usual happy manner, To do him jus 
tice I never saw a man who made an extemporary addres 
with 9 better or pomiewsed so happy a facility of mould- 

ing an audience to his own peoullar views 
ins Rock, the first failing star of the season, appeared as 
Letitis Hardy ond Jenny Transit. She was a clever aptress, 
but her appearance was by no means prepomesing, and the 
manner in which she dressed, to ancient, compared with the 
‘Mien Kelly, that ahs excited little or no interest in 


Coleato—the divine La Beyadere, whose career has been one 


iy 
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of the most fortunate in the annals of the American Drama, 
mado her first appearance, on the 18th of Marob, at tho 
Chesnut Rtreet, ina Cirand T'as Seul, Ter poetry of motion. 
‘was not at this timo appreciated: and when eho appeared a8 
‘Myrtillo, in the “ Broken Sword,” her acting was tho enuse of 
more mirth than sympathy, Who can forgot her cxclamation 
of * My fadcs's murthcrer,” and repress n smile at tho announce 
mont of the Rlesbille—* Celeais tn @ speaking chavarter.” 
Her husband, Ar. Henry Elliott, vory soon discovered the 
seoret of success was not fo much in appearing before am aur 
pull preliatoney und by his jeliious nowepener aronge, 
proliminary ; j wewspaper . 
ments, succeeded in placing Caleste foremost fa the ranks og 
‘those whom managers were anxious to deoanse their 
onta ware alway to the theatre, Her 
popularity remained undiminished to the last hour’ of her 


name, 1y moment 
On the 26th of March, Mr. E. Forrest was announood to 
aot in Boston, in New York, and in Philadelphia, Not being 
hlest with the power of cbignty, bo remained in Boston, 
while we were placed in a twofold dilemma, Having on- 
gaged Mr. Forrest to finish the number of nights due a¢ this 
‘time, we could make no other arrangement without violation 
of contract, while Mr. Gilfert (for I will do Forrest the justice 
to think it was not his arrangement) did not condesoond to 
inform the management of the chango which had taken pleoe 
in his views, ‘To the Philadelphia Theatre it was s lo of 
time which oould have been profitably employed; and disap- 
iatment was prevented by an snouncoment in tho play. 
ills, that should Mr. H. Forrest arrive, as expocted, he would 
appear, but that the ‘Ted Rover” would bo tho sabiitto, 
as 1 adroitly avoided the possibility of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of the audience om the sensitive point of native 
talent, leaving the matter to be settled by Mr. Forrest and 
hia audience when they next met. 

‘The benefits of the actors were very well attended this 
feason. W. Chapman, a TeFy good comedian soted Crack for 
his brother Samuel's benefit, Bouthwall aided her bro- 
ther in the opera of Malvina, while Mr, M'Caben made a 
second attempt for Mr. Brown's benefit; but the Colonel 
makes a mach better politician than an actor; his first ap- 
Poarance was in Young Norval, on the 29th of January ; after 
‘which he played Murtooh Delany, in the Irishman in Lon: 
don.” On the 25th of April, Mr. Cooper made his fit appear 
ance in Macbeth, on his return from Eogland, after his un- 
suocessful attempt on the London stage, The house war 
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crowded to giva him a welcome. One of those laughable 

ocourrences Which sometimes take place in a theatre, 

Gaged much amuomant but robbed Mis; Cooper of half of the 

enthusiam of his Mr, Brown, who played a misior 
per 


|, was mistaken for him, and recelred with cheers by 
the audience, who, when they discovered their mistake, en- 
Joyed a hearty Teugh at the ‘of poor Brown's feel 
‘which was only interrupted by the appearanos of their 
yourite, who received their jons with much satisfhc- 
ton, 1 was in “hopes that this feeling in Cooper's favour, 
would have caused the thenire to bo filled nightly, during 
Ms engagomont ; bat, although aided by Mr. E. Porrest, 1¢ 
‘was a most unprofitable one to the treasury; yet the attrac 
tion of Cooper and Forrest, in the same plays, should have 
been powerful enough, in the worst of tines to nance snooses 
to any manager bold enough to present it to the public, 
the cost to himself of fifty per cent on the amount which he 
received for admimion. Ruinous terms—as all managers have 
winoo learnt, to their sorrow, but which some atars still de- 
mand, and what is more extraordinary reosivo, 

Plantou, the dentist, attempted Richard the Third, on the 
6th of May, to the amusement of those only who can derive 

titlcation from very bad acting, and who discovered that, 
a kead, wea not Shakspeare, a discovery Mr. Plaatou 
mnade before them, as he searched the book diligently to amure 
himself the promptor had given him the wrong word, com 
cluding with, “Tao ses him—he is not there—go-a head—your 
Baakspeare t2 too hard for me,” and the cortain fell amid 
roars of laughter, groant and hisses, Nor wonld the audienco 
suffer the farce of ‘ Where Shall I Dino,” to proceed, until 
made an apology for what they desmoed a pleco of imperti- 
nenoe, in permitting Mr. Plantou to perform. What a pity 
they do not retain the same notions of propriety now,—the 
theatres would be batter worth attending. 

Mr, and Mra. Sloman sppesred for my benefit, to a full and 
fashionable house; the more to my feelings, from 
the numerous mortifications experienced during the 
season in the discharge of my duties an stage manager. Like 
the man and bis ass, in the fable, I found that to endeavour 
to please every hody, was the mure method to pleas nobody. 

fotwithstanding the extraordinary exertions made by the 
management, and the continued novelty presented to the 
andionee, much dissatisfaction was expressed, that Huglish 
opens, which had been produced et the Park Theatre, New 

fork, ‘Pearman i i 


the 
Bbtenss Bircoe, wre they ecg convinool if woul be moe 
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‘Mr, Warren, anxious t. al parties, entered 
ses eemment wi with he i A those gentlemen, 
‘and pay for s TALE: beck aad ool 
seh ee yangemoots calod forth th Pring of 
i 16 arrangemon| forth tho 
He Berkeley, to whom the details were intrusted. Ripe 
were sanguine in their expectations ; but by this ‘ape 
Mr, ‘Warren lost upwards of a thousand dollars, (only ms 
ite producing the expenses, sud one of these a bouefit,) and 
my ‘eration Tago, During these estinuals ope 
were outof tune. Mr. Horn bi 
Oeste ‘gia raat the Integrity of the theatre, which eonett 
blows in return for impertinenco, During the melee, Ae re 
onived black eye, und J had the morteation of 
paraded before the Msyor of the city, on a charge of assaul 
ot oop with Sirois of farther Violence, en bead over nd er 
oe, under = penalty of one thousand dollars. 
id not ada to the attraction Hf 


of the opera or the repute- 
tion of the theatre; but euch will happen occasionally 
in the best ted famailies, and such occasions are better 


met with the old proverb of “least said, soonest mended.” 

‘On the 18th of May, Mr, ‘Rowbotham, one of the most we 
ful actors sttached to the theatre, made his first appearance 
as Dumont, in “Jane Shore,” 1¢ will be ecarcely credited by 
those who afterwards were his warm admirers, that it was 


with difficulty 1 could on the newspaper critica to 
give him a fair chance. as but one feeing amg the 

corps editorial toward him, and that one of the moa un- 
fimndly nature, Hoe afterwards became a groatfsvourite, ond 


of the Chesmut Street Theatre, universally re 
at ‘Rowbotham eppeared as Lmoretia in the 
2" on the 19th of Moy, eing by pid de de 
grees, inte favour with her sadicnce, er Toes wad 
ore) severaly Bese ee a any ca cl bec ee, 
‘ihe a me in London, for a oomparae 
jut ut became one of the tent 
favourites ee he the Ee talented company of the Oheanut 
Street Theatre. Death made sad havoc in a few years amor 
those who crossed the Atlantic duriug that senson. Mr, anc 
‘Mra. Rowbotham, Mr. Southwell, Mrs. 8. Chapman, Mr. Korr, 
‘Miu Emery, and Mr, Willis, all paid the debt’ of nature 





within « few years after thoir arrit 
‘On the in od of June, Misa Warren “eloped with Mr, Willie, 
daring the performance ot “Cleri,” leaving tho see for 


the time being, minus a leader of the ena 


the This foolish the 
Warran "wha pavar recovered from the aiook fel 
tained upon the opoasion ; although reoonolled to 
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ter, it preyed a his mind and his health ; he was 
never the ‘pumsoured Sir John taf more, 

ng Sioman [an Clara Fisher, were the lst stars of 

@ neason, their wttraction com] gone, en, 
ments commenced and promt waar iy account of 
ompty boxes, with the exception of Mrs. Sloman’s benefit— 
never known to fail. 

‘Mr, Cowell having returned from Baltimore, (where his 
season had been a most brilliant one) opened the Walnut 
Street Theatre, announcing that, with the aid of the brush of 
Mr. Walker, the talented scene painter of the Park Theatre, 
New York, he would produce 2 es which should eclipee 

‘ing heretofore seen in elphia, for beauty of 
goenery and machinery, 

Pouseming, as I did, the sid of Lewis in the mechanical de- 
prrenent, and of Chapman in thearrangement of melodrama, 

‘was determined that the well merit yatation acquired 
by eed Rover,” ys not be igbieyotl a we iron 
an effo socepted the challenge, an: & consultation 
with 8, Chapman, Lewis, H. Warren, and Griffith, the st 
carpenter, to find some plece which should enable us to rel 
from the contest of the longest season ever known in Phila- 
King psnted iw farang ihe great ope 

” itself, aa e 00) 

aah aol Sanerntk entty, ‘but — feat, Pie Mr. 

rarren’s 3) mn, I gave orders to prepare it for repre- 
eststien, 2 the aod petich mimatas.. 1b wie probwsed aa 
the loth of June, completely snnihilsting the “ Bleeping 
Beauty,” which was weil got up a¢ the Walnut Sirest Theatro, 
thus the first seston of my management, on the 2ist of 
Jane, with flying colour. ‘he “Gnome King” woe estat 
eleven ita, and when the theatre closed, I entertained 
sanguine it would be « oatd to open with for the follow. 
‘seaaon, 


theatre was two hundred acting nights, daring 
oh nt one Wok kad apaed widhoct theopes 0 of & 
“stax.” Notwithstan: ‘rapid succession with which all 
‘the talent that could be of 10d, was placed before the public, 
T produced the dramatic spectacle of “ Peter Wilkins,” “The 
Red Rover,” “Thirty years of the Life of » Gambler,” and 
the “ Qnome Kivg,” four heavy scenery piooces in one season, 
despatch hitherto unknown in an American theatre; four 
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verrging five hundred dollars per ‘The 
amount ? the ex; to renovate 
the Feber whit vas shone finn the 


be Pear tnd rarel inhy ae acon steed Bh the 
came ly j, if ever, al oom] 
Ae the condlarion. of this is Mi eae es 
season, Mr. 

prumed to ma, Ms Warren's unqualited approbs tion. of the 
furl evs prootat ha saoediy propead ata one 
and, asa i le to me, on 
‘Warren was getting too old for active busincss, that he ahould 
take me into partnership. This wns the first idea I had of 
becoming on my own aoecunt, Flattering as the 
propel was ‘the prospect of two now theairesin the field 
fr the flowing waren, I decided to reject it; but cir 
stances oosurred 
that resolution. 

Dr the visit paid annually in the summer to Washington 
cit, bythe member of the Philadelphia Thentre, Mr. Cowell 

Manly dedlined presooding with the alterations commenced 

atthe Walnut Birdot Theatre. Had I taken what he rejected, 
how different would have been the result, both to Mr. Warren 
and myself; by acting in concert and not in opposition, we 
should have secured an undivided field, One oxpresion of 
Mr. Warren's altered my intontions; he sxid, “ Wemym, don’t 
Jeavo me.” Warren, 1 will aot : we sink or rin 


Mr, Verets desire ; aot to Fiat letter may oak 
ste partnerubip of Pratt abtende 
one slight gleam of rensdine-—tD0 ‘uyasl, declotion and rwi 


rapid succession, which indused me to alter 
pi 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Rattlo! Baitlot Battle! ‘Three Theatres, when one was deemed mh. 
clent, A Firmament of Btars. “Lay on, Macduff,” Mow for Blow, 
‘Madaine Feern’s Fist Appesrance a Philadephia, E-¥orrot. French 
‘Dramas and German Musicians. Unfortunate Accident. 
te Close the Season. ‘He that Fights and Rune Away,” &e,, dec, 
Hanily Used, but not Besten, 


‘At the close of the W. Mr. 8. lefts 
deijoin Ma Woods whoee te theatre in drsh was to 
ei cia tne scnss tn te onl ear an Poord 
le, Whose sense of honour was n soba po 
ex of increased emolument for 


the offer 
= the violation of to sesist a rival stabil: 
A ee Ce a Tee cdning Cf pealtich 
Mr. Ws oot alguns they ware at presont in 
viel i Mer. Ghapmaan bad of compat, the flloto 
a no canse of comy in 
after Sr. Wood relinquished the 


ot ney ha, he wished to return to the service +4 
|, will prove: 


ESE 


{oorr.) 

«* Philadelphis, December 12, 1898, 
‘coal write by the dealre, and at the suggestion of Mr. Jefferson, It 
in bls wish thet I should aguin enlist under your banners; and from the 
gentlemanly treatment I met with from yourself and Mr. Wemyss, Imoust 
acknowledge that nothing would give me greater pleasure, provided I 
yeceived s fair remuneration for my services, I understand you are about 
to take a part of your company to Baltimore; should that be the otss, 1 
should like much to become a member of it; and should amy hostility exist 
Vetween Mr, Wemyss, or yourself, and me, most happy to consider it (as I 
always have) a matter of business, snd forget it, You know, I believe, 
my willingnea to.serve, and my ability, and how anxious I am to forward 
the Interest of that leader, whose officer I consider myself, Mr, Jefferson 
hus kindly efered to deliver you this, who will perhays state more fully 
amy wishes on the occasion, 





‘shen “Saori CHAPRAM, 
«To Wate Wanann, Big 
Chesnut Street Theatre.” 


‘Mr. Chapman was of much importanos to the theatre, To 
him I had oonfled the arrangement of melo-dramatic spectacle, 
which he executed with credit to himself and the theatre. 
‘He had, since his arrival in the United Btates exhibited much 


THEAYRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 139 


Aisoontent ot what he was pleased to term hie paltry salary, 
rect ea eg tind tik hs ecertont wa 


idea of his intended treanon, to piace his sala: make ne 
Pal vening Faredad at Semnty eet dollars mper nay instead é 
went tt 
tion pple rien to hm, end met a by the informati: 
that he fe aia not intend to remain in the theatre unlem his 
‘waa advanced to the same amount offered him by Mr. 


We 
I¢ is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that even the 


eth, Chapman had married, could not ‘pon him 
‘to noonde to any it taewho hal se anchemon 
ously violated contracts, he te nly 


measure bondeman for ‘sn tality, was the only course 
death, we neve tenia ot Hon eithongh io mat 
‘We never ox: & tation, altho no: 
believe any ill-feeling Biel on cfthar ide, My = ition a 
manager of the Chanut Strest Theatre rendered th impoe- 
sible to receive his visite, without apparently countenan 
his dereliction tryna tha sctat vt of Footie le, which ‘howl 
have guided bis business transactions ; while, as he says, he 
looked upon it asa matter of business and laughed at it. 
‘We commenced the wintor campaign of 1828, in Baltimore, 
bara in the month of ber ; and notwithstanding the 
téraction of a new and tigood tock company, thea 
ite. and Mra, Sloman, Miss oe, ee er, Mademoiselle 
Celeste, and the succesful melodramas eo * Red Rover,” 
a Gambler's Fats” and the “Gnome Thing Holley sit 
lure. |, ex ‘proves that a5 
aby Sere 
luatly grow worse, unt e 
end, the manager alm always io Siftenity. ‘he one sin py 
trent paix free admissions, transferrable once in exch nosso, 
the cause. No sooner is an attractive bill nia before before 
Bei tone dalla to The beeen th the newapspers toon. 
at one an 
with advertisements o air cosas bouaw uae rend 
por night, for the o— only great house was Sloman’ 
vent, hire as usual, was filled to overflowing. 
ttle—batile—Lbaitle,—We now approach the season 1828 
afi 3890, O40, in Philadetph pia, whore wo thal all hoa ive Coir 
for 
domed Senco ae ‘Wood openad the Arch Btrest Theptre 
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‘the Lat of 18: ith the comely of the * Honey 
Hen se pln sao and Deuce.” ‘The 
in_the Chesnut Street Theatre to 

was 
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On the 17th of November, Mra. Knight opened 
Se ore an eae te 
while ie’ Aioman ware nok dog ‘ate 
On the 2nd of November, » was in the pers 
son of Herr whose the el 


erous 


od 
by ‘Aremorks, for the 20th of November. Aided by Mrw, 
ats and the new farve of “The Invincibles,” which had 
le go m donde & Rit, the adentralile smermnte fa wich, the 
manual exercise, being marked 
the lonpoontine Peyplane of the salience whale rf 
able talent of the thes: ses es to bear, hed the de- 
sived effect : we triumphed, brought to, beer, bed ¢ worth 
the sactifice made to ol 


snasion, induced Warren to announce Ais benefit on the same 
“A gail foptsin we 
‘the 


¢ gauntlet of ion was thus boldly thrown ; al- 
many == s ah onough en pe pare . arzen for 

mame to appoar ion to 
bat now rival, The daly businrst answer a ike "ood ax 


nounced his name to st ‘Wallack's ent, which 
began to be known as 5 “ee, and Mr. spe met 

suse de gucrve by a similar announcement, to vcrengthen ‘he 
engagement of Miss Clara Fisher. In the whole courte of my 


management, I never exercised a better piece of generalehip, 
as the event proved. 
‘The contest was s0 close, that the houses were as near « tiv 25 


posible; but it was a death blow to the Arch Streot Theatre, 
under Mr, Wood's mpaagement, After trying the reduction 
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the prices of admission, (of which Mr. Wood enjoys the 
honowy, for to him and not to me, it Din the maddie 
‘of Mr. Wallack's engagement, tha theatro never to be 
gpened spain under Mr. Wood's management, whote relgn, in 

Mia new bad been a short and not very merry one. 
Mz, Wallack made an spplication to nq, to, play at, the 
Cheatnut Strect Theatre, in consequence of Mr Wood's failure 
to comply with the terms of his contract,—As could not pay 
Kimj—and_on the 20th of Deoeaber, 1828, he api a 
Brutay, in Howard Payne’, play, ab the Chestnut, Street 
; the night, as Oberlen Surface, 


and on 
and Michael, in the “ Adopted Child.” Thus terminated bis 
‘visit to Philadelphia, most unprofitably to him, 


MADAME FEARON 


made har first appearance in Philadelphia, at the Arch Street 
Thoatrs, on the Sth of Deotmber, ax Florette, in “The Oabe 
nok" ‘was decidedly the best English singer who 
ever visited the United 3 although one who never 

‘Ss muccomfal cagagoment, Her appearence was not in 


a 


E 


z 


with no very exalted opinion of 
‘She donlared. this to be the couatry ‘where mediourity of 
talent id beyond ite but where lence 


Tafayetto into the arms of Blake, who seoured their 
i any prion, With the flare of Woed before Ris 
Fy, aren, whe to rote fom he suche he al 

ou are ‘and ont 3 6 bat an ‘ve 
me ua aides gouerul, give you advio: two thonsand 
dollars will relieve me from 


cam wbraaog Cheb Saas, T ill tah the whcle crnseen ‘epea 


In an ovil hour for all parties, Iindueed Mr. Lewis T. Pratt 
to join me in the offered speculation; and on the 28th of De- 
comber, 1828, the leave of the Chesnut Street Theatre was by 
consont of the stockholders, assigned to Pratt and Wemyss} 
‘we puid two thousand dollars, oash down, and agreed to pay 
the'rent of the Chesnut Street Theatre, and allow Mr. 
‘Warren threo thoumnd a year for tho use of his thestricat 
property, inclading the rent of Baltimore and Wi 

theatres; in addition to which, he was to reosive forty dollars 
a week, as an actor, during the continuation of the Ioase ; 
Poumesion of tho property to be given on the first of 

fanaaty, 1829. 

‘Warren took hfs farewell benefit, as manager, Deosmber 
0th, 1828 ; the play of “Merry Wives of Windnor,” and the 
spectacle of “ Ilusion,” moat beautifully got up, and intended 
for the New Year's pageant, had no alteration in the manage- 
ment, taken. place, ‘The last night of Mr, Warren's 
ment, waa the play of Ac * and “Iasion.” 

On the first ot Jannary, 1829, Pratt and Wemym com 

written by James 8. 


Barker the grand’sezctacle of “littega,” and a sew posto: 
Bie nti Pui Quaia” be Walaut Bteoo! Thenire 
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opened for the fiest time, since its alteration from a cireus to 
a thestre, under the management of Indea and Rake, with 
the “Tloneymoon,” and tho “Lottery Ticket” their house 
‘was filled to overflowing, while our yielded only foar hundred 
dollara. 

In the commencement of our undertaking, difficalty sur- 
Tounded us at every step—Mz, Warren having declined the 
aid of stars, at the exorbitant prices iad we 
oven heen willing to , the moat attractive were engaged 
to the managers of the Walnut Strest Theatre. Wo were 
therefore i tio 


f, at tho close of last season, for the of bringing 
over a falland efficient corps de ballet, for wi we had ke; 


hier cia carne 
who were 





vanished; stiraction alone was required to induce them 10 
Tepent their vsi~wand yot the leader of fhion, through Me. 

alah, at that time their organ, cautioned the managers of 
fhe Chomat Birat Theatre agunat engaging French dancers, 
aa no ladies could visit the to witness much an exhibl- 


tion. 
On the Sth of January, Richard Penn Smith's dreams, in 
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honour of General Jackson, waa produced to a house of one 
‘thousand dollars, the first and feat of the same races On the 
2th, the “Battle of Waterloo,” with the aid of seven 
Volunteer companies, was brought out with great sucocas, and 
on the same night Mr, E. Forrest made his at 
the Walnut Strest Sheakse, 28 Demos, te which Teoei ved, 
two hundred dollars 111 he torn for a 

mad, and the managers a harvest from their mad 
speculation. Without to detract from Mr. Forrest's 
merit, it was ® Jucky circumstance that Mudam Veetris pre- 
cooded him. Ho deserves his fortune, and long mnsy he 
ive to enjoy it T know no one rho has encountered more 
rom to 


Gifficalty from managers, to extabliah his position ; and that 
fnew akon macnn he ght, now te ble 
aze tamed, to agueese out of wa pomible, al- 


‘Cooper, in bis brightest day, never asled more than 50, 
riddle, for ‘those only who pit ‘the money, to solve, 

Onr pieca of the “Battle of Waterloo,” was as ruccemful 
ax we could wish, and would have continued to crowd the 
theatre, but for a melancholy accident. On the 16th of 
January, Mr. Tryal Devos, 2 member of one of the volunteer 
companies, was shot upon the stage, during the performance ; 
he Hingered until the 16th, at 2 o'clock, but never spoke after 
the fhtal ascident, Such an occurrence within the walls of a 
theatre, was well calculated to strike the audience with dia 
my. ‘They retired immediately, but to me the bortor of the 
scone was increased by the fact that the unbsppy man, who 
had thus met his death in the performance of an aot of kind- 
Forage nec mento) who wes cxtry dependent 

six mont ‘who were ent 
‘on his exertions for their Pa ‘bread. 7 

‘The only reparation in my power | offered to the widow—a 
Denefit, free of any expense whatever ; aud wishing to havo 
the house crowded, I addressed a note to the managers of the 
‘Walnut Street Theatre, requesting, if compatible with their 
wrrangements, they would close their Thestre, and add to the 


closing 
their doors, but Kindly offered to appropriate a night ot the 
Walnut Btroct Theatte, at no dirment “period, oS 
Benovolent purpose, for which Mr. B. Forrest volunteered his 
grataitoas aid. 


ch Min Send the doaghler of Me Hela satuntorod 

* . 

het secvioes, ‘The play was “Every One hes his Fault,” and, 
I 





ohsritable purpore, 5 i 
the whole city, the boxes being taken for the sid of the widow 
and orphans, and an overflowing house the managers, 
(shame upon them /) not content with deducting their nightly 
expenses, in the bills of the day that one-half only 
of the gross proceeds would be given to Mre. Deves and her 
children, thus turning the misfortunes of the widow and 
orphans into a vile source of profit to themselven, No one 
‘was wore indignant than Mr. E. Forrest at such conduct, and 
He Sa only $e be roqrolted. be did not daseend from Inslee and 
Blake 2 





te true: but the benefit advertised at the Chesnut Streat 
‘Theatre was rondered Jena productive hy thair announcement 
that # benefit would also be given for the same object at the 
Walnut Street Theatre—thus preventing thoso who 

only have deserted their theatro on such an oocssion 

visiting the Chesnut Street Theatre at sll. Certain it is 
their houso was crowded, and that they pocketed between 
free und four hundred dollars designed for the children of 


28. 
‘Mr. B, Forrest had not the most distant idea he was 
senting his vervices to Mears, Inslee and Blake, but travelied 
up of an hundred miles, in a sovere winter, with the 
laudable purpoie of aiding those unhappy children who wera 
saddenly deprived of their natural protector in an awfal and 
unexpected manner. He expressed bis indigustion loudly to 
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Hathedt: Faulkland, Southwell: Bir Lucius ee 
Morccr : Aores, Jefferson : David, J. Jufurson: Mizu, Malaprop, 
‘Mea, Francia; Lydia Languish, irs. Rowtotham : Julia, Mra. 


Darley: ema iss Hathwell: for the bencht of a star, 
(Matone Heloise,) produced only trunty-two dollars and fifty 
conts /f qe ope Togitimate dra One of the finest 


comedies in the inh Iangusge, acted ns wall a it could be 
at at any theatre i in oie Us of America, to such a 
 Uafortuncs never come single, Mr, E. Forrest who at- 
tracted admiring crowds in Philadelphia, could not play toan 
average of one hundred and thirty dollars a night in Washing. 
ton oty daring th the session of Congress. ‘Mr. Wallack played 
itT Jess, and on one occasion not a single individual 
himbelf to inquire whether the theatro was open, when 
‘hia name graced the head of the bill. The inauguration woek 
‘waa supported by the aid of Herr Cline, and Washington did, 
ain with the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Sloman, Miss Clara 
nai Vestria, Mr. E. Forrest, and Mr. Wallack, yield 
tpt of five hundred dollars in » season of three months, 
fell done! Washington. It is more than either Philadelphia 
or Baltimore did to—Pratt and Womyzs. 

On the 28th of January, 1829, the *Chesnnt Street Theatro 
closed for the season, for my benefit, with the comedy of 
"Wild Ont," and the drama of the “ Bottle Imp.” ll billa 
paid, and no outatanding demands against the treasury. 





CHAPTER XVIII 
Full Cry for Baltimore. More difficulties, Waggona fast in 3 Snow- 
Plan 


Storm, Theatre Opened. Bagnifieent redecorating Ohl 
Drury, Return to Philadelphia. In at the Death. Walnut Street 
‘Theatre closed for ever, under tho t of Blake and Inslee. 


Fresh Start io a very Ralny Night. Play of tho ‘ Poor Gentleman,” 
and Fateo of the “Invincibles.” ‘The First full Opora ever acted in 
‘Philadelphia th Italien Language. ‘The two Theatres selnging xp 
in existenee again, under fresh Management, ‘The Beginning of tho 
End, Clove of the Management of Pratt and Wemyss. 


Woe willing heart, but yielding to necosity, 
dived flue dear held to oor mucenfal ale and ind Sy 
what Baltimore would © fore winter 

by Wollak, ‘Herr Patt, Meosieur ond Madame 


i 


ation, I waited upon Mer. Laces, jun. and Br. Cohen, who 
called» meoting of the frosts, ani all dificaty was aa 
ly ara 


T commenced the season on Monday, the 2nd February, 
disadvantage, ‘The mow-storm had 0 ret 


Madame Achille—th 

‘This was ruinous—Wallack 100 Herr Cline 50 dollars, 
Achilte 60 dollars, Mrs. Hamblin 20 dollars, two hundred dol- 
lara for extra sid. Vestris and Rosalie, still worse—and now 
hold up your bands in wonder, and then blash for the spirit 
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© Ho Hea Like Trath,” and “ The Bottle limp.” To my friend 
Boole, the auctioneer, I was indebted for this hours; not the 
only favour I have received at his hands, for which I have no« 
thing to offer but the assurance his kindness is gratefully 


remem! 

Richard Penn Smith's of “the Prodigals,” was by més 
rechristened “ The Dacre” to avail mat of ihe ope 
larity of Bulwer's novel of that name. I produced it for 
firat time, at the Holiday Strect Theatre in Balt 
exertions of Mr, Southwell and Mr. Jefferson saved the piece, 
before the excellent acting of 2ir. Rowbotham had sn oppor. 
tunity of rendering it triumphantly succemful. It was 
watds performed in London. 

‘During this whole season, the weather was our greatatt 
enemy. A good box book was the sure forerunner of § mow: 
storm, ora deluge of rain, which continued during the evening. 

‘Now for a marvellous story, but a tras onc. “Mr, amd Mrs, 
Pearman having been engaged to perform tho opera of "Der 
i utz,” some ty occurred with Mr. Braun the 
leader of the orchestra and Mr, Pearman, which ended with 
‘Mr. Braun leaving the orchestra and taking with him m 
ail the German musicians. Mr. Diolman took tho 
obsir, and with five 


instrumenta, we setnally played the 
of “Der Freyachuts,” in the city of Baltimore, three 
Sei eps Aurea Tamed ek 

. Meignen oa us thus a which ap: 
peared iamrmounvable. 

‘The reason was thus brought toaclose, On the 9thof Apsil 
we reopened the Chesnut Street Theatre, with the “Poor 
Gentlemen” and the “Invincibles;” the rain descending in 
torrents during the whole of the day, The Walnnt Btree! 


announcement, 
that Mx. Blake's benefit would be postponed until there-opening 
of tha theatre; which never took place under the mansgement 
of Inslee and Blake. 

‘As our former failnre had been attributed to want of attrao- 
tion in the shape of stars, we resolved to make a vigorous 
effort to restore the fortunes of Old Drury. The attraction 
offered, even satisfied the stockholders, and t] tative 
neason ‘tickets, (che bane of all thestres:) but this likewlse 
failing, the ory was, “Why did you not do this before you 


Wallack snd Hain tn the mmo playts the French 
Corps ; Italian opera; and even fancy dress Balls 
were all offered in vain. % ‘ 
pie tmz wes Zo deoated in bande sale; Do ano, 
opposition awaited us, ao' tans, followed 
By ein Mer Aaron Pullip the Arch 
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y . 
On the 28th of April, we announced a Grand Fi Drees 


increasing 

hundred dollars for four nights, while the management, in 

raceiving an equal sum, did not receive sufficient to defray 

the expenses of extra music, and incidental charges, ‘Thus it 

is, when stars appesr, and draw crowded houtes, they not only 
the profits, but leave the manager sinus ; of it seldom 

the nights on which they do play, yicld money sufft- 
m expenditure; which defici 


astonishment 
At that time, a play was cast properly in every depart- 
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ment; ts at present, the minor parts are filled fn muah manner, 
that all gratification derived from the talents of a superior 
actor, iu marred by the miserable Dugling, and wore 
grammar, of those who are deemed of too litt E importance, 
‘to atiract the notice of even a critic, 
Peo must correct evil for themselves. While 
mamnagers can procure actors—(no, not actors—indiriduals,) 
for threo or four dollars per week ; and the public allow such 
itlemen to strut their ‘hour upon the stage, murder- 
agin grammar ab rey sotenes, tee ‘no hope of 


Bat, if thoes Persons who condesoend to write about the 
drama would unveil this system, they would do moro good 
Stone mouth Sowards the ceane th profess to support, shan 
‘will be socompliahed in one year, by pnffing @ manager, or 
lauding « “star,” who needs not such praise, or dreads their 


censure, 
ea thg Sth of May, Pratt and Wemye closed the Chomat 
‘Theatre, and terminated their management with the 
ee “ Wandering Boys," and “Fortune's Frolic.” 
Pay) the jet < Ostober, 1838, ‘until the 27th of May, 1829, 
had been maintained throughout 
wom! Woot on the new theatre, and was the firat 
‘to retire ‘from the contest; Warren followed; and Pratt and 
Wemyss guoceeded him. Inelee and Blake, Aaron Philips, 
Commonwealth, formed from the broken nnd scat 
tered forces of all the theatres, alone remained—the success of 
their summer's season cai 


sey, 
of Fe ft been DET oe he ch and ay parent ‘ones 
triends—his misfortunes hastening his deat m ef 


the summer, the Wi Crous wan altered 
inbo's Thasiee which yor foe wed was very suocemful ; 


aided by the talents of Isherwood, Walstein, Nr, and Misa 
‘Wells; Mrs. Maywood, Mrs Stickney, Somerville, aud Heyl, 
A played Marplct there, on tho 28rd of Jaly, for the benefit of 
luddy, the artist, who had been unfortunately burnt out 

of bis hemes ee Barty beneed, Wenren and. mreeif, ead Me. 
in “Tho way to got Married.” It waa a 

Lele theatre, tad’ wall Gundected, Iahall bave 

to cada few words about it, ab the clove of the next sonson, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
‘Mz, Pratt in the field Alone, Mr. Philips at the Arch. Dani's French 


parent necesalty 

for such an Estublishment. Coldnoss and Apathy of Actors in its behalf 

Mz. Part made an application for a new lease to the board 
rith that if 


of agents, with the un I made no applica 

fon and soa be obtained th thot, she oy ing debts of the 
ae 

Sui sing Kom the nei intandd fo inte te 

ty of Iphia; but ermit me. ap 


Pilad to every age ana Yo P mad Benton, withost 
suooess | Thenéicals were state, that theatros ware 
Slotog, and managers hewntng bankrorts every dope 

‘The winter season of 1829 and 1830, Ps cxannased 
‘Mr. A. J. Philips, at the Arch Street Theatre, on the Slat of 
‘August, with splay of the “West Indien,” and the m¢ 
Grama of Labourer He intredod to the Phil 


opened the Che nut Thestre’on the 7¢h of § \ber, and 

¢ Cheant of Septem! 

‘Mr. Pratt commenced his ptink, ™ the 20th of Oaaber, 

with the “Honey Moon,” and “A Roland for an Oliver.” 
‘The Walant Street Theatre alee opened under the manage 


emporium of all the dramatic talent of the 
United ceien yet it was most disastrous one ever 
known ; literally in» state of desperation, 
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English opera was the attempted attraction of the Chesnut 
Brest Theatre, with Mr. and Mrs, Pearman. Tews peodnced 
with ovary 1 every proper attention to rehearsals; but met with 

le 

Ti wpe wae marke by tion of Stone's prise 
tragedy of “ Mctawors,” by Fang) erin at the Arch Stroot 
‘Theatre, on the 22nd of eas 1850, The anxiety to seo 
Mr. KE. Forrest in tho original c'.stucter thus pre for 
him, crowded the theatre on cach night of the performanos, 
adding to his reputation as an aotor, av well as to his private 
fortune, aa man. It ix a very isdifferent play, devoid of 
interest; but the character of Metamora ia beautifolly oon- 
ovived, ‘and will conti us to attract, so long as Mr, B, Forrest 
in hin representative ; it was written for him, and will, in all 
prety die with him, Few actors would have the hardi- 

ood to risk their reputation in a character, so decidedly 
ety = the bost performance of the fmt tragedtan of the 
stage, provoking comparizon to thcir disadvantage, 
an Fay too, formed quito a topic of eye 
Philips bad 
draioa in a stylo worthy of = metropolitan theatre, Coyle 
teed wos delightfai; but the tact of Mr. 5. Chapman, 
tare ite spalling of his antagonist to his own advantas 
the aid ‘of Lewis, he forestalled yu yublic opinion, by 
ora this yi jiece at the Walnut Strest Theatre, on Satur- 
December 120h, 1820, in such » manzer su to satisfy the 
Public, and rnin the prospects of the Arch Street Theatre, 

‘where every thing that scenery, music, costume, or: askin 
could do, was perfect. Bat ie i€ war not played until the 1¢ 
of Devembar, when, for the cause hero stated, it did not a 





the menager for his laboor. ‘This was a fair business ri 
for which 8 Chapman desorved grout credit. Ho rou 
by promptionde, the reward walch belonged to Philips 
a theae two thentros ware thus emloyed in the endeavour 

to neutralize their attraction, the Chesnut continued to drag 
on from wook to week, without a chanca of snooess. 

‘Mr. James BMurdook’ mado his fr-t appearance at the Arch 
Btreet Thontro on the 18th of Oct., 1829, aa Frederick, in 
“Lover's Vo ‘much 


Kimerionn stage. 





THEATRICAL FUND. 


Actors are ae proverbial fr their improvidenoe in all money 
arrangements: honest in principle, where they receive their 
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Income, but Livi up to the fall amount of it, Bhould a 
season overtake is unable 


» When the manager to 
their weekly anlary, a few months will involve them tu debe, 
from which they experience more than ordinary difficulty to 
exblae themselves ; their vocation renders them also lisble 

‘accidents, end when ill health asaails them, they are indeed 
iitee mortals, With the the knowledge of these facta, it is 
not strange that every effort to establish a fand for the relief 
of diatremed and decayed actors in the United Btates, should. 

abortive. It wasattempted in Boston, where Matthewa 
ail the propeeds of preminm sales for tickets on, the 
nighta of his performance, to be devoted to such an institution, 
in New York, large sama have been contributed, of the 
Soper ich no pean con of il gh give an socount, In 
thought we had hit upon the right plea, by 
sppein ae ® majority of the trustees from from the eal 
vate B, bot oar fonds were salfered to nemeta idle for 
fovea year in the Phil Bank, and when —_ in 
-veated in. the loan of the Coal’ and Navigat m- 
pany, ao iniereat was added tor the principal, whila to the de. 
preciation of the stock renders it doubtful whether the 
original investment will ever be paid. 

‘he prospects of the fund, commenced in Philadelphia on 
the 6th Pot December, 1829, wero most flattering. ‘The de- 
pression of the interests of the drama made w collective 
movement of vital jmpariance;& a coramitien of five met 
from each theatre for the of forming a “ General 
Theatrical Fand.” From the he Chestnut Street: Jefferson, 
‘Wemyss, Kilner, Maywood, end Rowhotham. From the Arch 
Street: Archer, Walton, Andrews, Roberts and Foot. From 
the Walant Street: 8, Chapman, John Jefferson, Clarke, 
Green, W. Chapman, Afcer preliminary arrangements, on 
the 20th of December, 1829, a set of rules sod regal regulations 
for the goverment of the association, wero formed, and 
signed by the following tlemen:—-W. B. Wood, z 
Forrest, F.C, Wemyss, J Jefferson, J. Green, 8. Chay 
John Jefferson, Thomas , B, 0, Maywood, G. 

‘Thos. Archsr, W. B. ;Ghapman, iB Clarke, BH. ¢ anion, 





iphel!, 
‘aa Trustees; John Henry ‘diate, as President ; alien B 
Wood, aa Seoretary; R. 0. Maywood, J. ba Foot, ¥. C. We 


‘Thomas Archer, Samuel H. 

Fund a8 sagunised the following 
circular was addressed to theatre in the United States, 
‘with a printed copy of the and Regalations : 





(bigned) Joun Fonazstas Foor. 
TF. 
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‘Your ettention s earnestly requested to Ux, enclosed Rak. 
und Regulations of the Geveral Theatrical Fund. 

‘The lst of members will convince you of the readiness und sincenty 
with which {ta objects have been entered into; the expedience and neoes- 
duty of such 8 society, 1 trust, will indveo your bearty eonsurrenoe and 00+ 
operston; and I en authorised. to add, that many libersl donatiams already 

By order, 


Dave been bestowed. 


Sim, on Mana, 


6 


segs spiqapaaayiayys PTI 
Fe ee eatete aa 

se Saleen itis of 
tea eel le rill 
un i Hallie ee nui 
Ge aide 
3 se fetal fiiadty the 
eee aie 
udsvgagegsdasy edd os fae ME CreR riety 
#333 fee Then 
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it by experience, and ctablish a General Fund, which 
aa lasting as the profeaion, and io which each sy 
paint with pride and sey, “ This is my work, 


CHAPTER XX, 


No soug no Supper. ‘Jefferson leaves tho Theatre, and never afterwards 

in Philadelphia. Plenty of Hari Work. No money. I give up 

a nt in Dewplt, and come out with an Advertisement, “*Btarved Out.” 

‘Man of Business behind & Counter, Calvin Edson, the Living Skele- 

ton, turned Actos. Horrible Destitatlon of the Philadelphia Actors 
during this Season, 


‘Dasotaztox and misery was now the order of the day. Tncky 
zu ine robe he = nay took for oak tng To 
asto salary, if was insanity a thing, 
change your situation was mu by nomeans to better 
Theor, performed the opera of Wo Song no Seppe amt 
ea fo Song no Supper,” wi 
‘Sak h noha of leetritmanial cameo, the axchasera havtag sheadle 
‘because they were not paid, eome ea may be, formed of the 
state of the theatres. The audience permitted the vocal mu- 
aio to proceed, end even honoured one or two pisces with an 
‘eucore,”” 
‘Booth, who was engsged, was attacked with one of those 
i i he is abject, and was 
our 





enongh to pay the expenses, and resdivod to leave tha theabre, 
The manager having demanded and reosived the full amoant 


not bres snoceas of 2 
actor 00 greatly his infe ferion, had irritated him both with 
s manager end the an adionoe; but Wh ayhat mast have been the 
ay wards Dy 
Heh gan, whow sopetation shed fuse onthe thal 10 
which he was attached, was permitted to leave the city of 
Philadel erry scarcely an sat of hs his whereabout, 


sndience oa erat kin ‘The 
‘time he aoted in Pi lis was for kindly 
she pect of Sir Constant, Ja“ The Way t0 

he 
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‘Ms, JOSEPH JEFFERSON 


‘Wan an sctor formed in nature's merriest mood, a genuine son 
of Momus; there was a vein of rich humour running through- 
gut all he dig, which frosd you to langh dapito of Youreat 
‘He discarded grimace as unworthy of him, alth no actor 
possessed a greater command over the muscles of his own face, 
‘or the faces of his audience, compelling Zou to Ieugh or ory 
at hin pleasure. His excellent personation of old men acqt 
for him, before he had reachod ths meridian of life, the title 
othe ake t of at seeing © good looking 
© ent of atraugers at seeing & 
youg man pointed out in the street as Jefferson, whom they 
feen the night previous, at the theatre, tottering appa- 
rently on the verge of existence, was the greatest compliment 
‘which could be paid to the talént of the actor. 

His versatility was estoniching; light comedy, old meu, 
pantomime, low comedy, and oocasionally jnvenile tragedy. 
‘Eduoated in the very best achool for acquiring knowledge in 
his profession, his father boing an actor of no mean repute in 
Drary Lane Theatre, during the reign of Garrick, Jefferson 
was an adept in all tho “ trickery” of the stage, which, when 
‘it euited his purpose, he could turn to excellent acoonnt. He 
‘was the reigning favourite of the Philadelphia Theatre for a 
Jonger period than any other actor ever attached to the city, 
and left it with s reputation all might envy. 

In his social relations he was the model of what « gentleman 
should be, a kind husband, an affectionate father, a warm 
friend, and a truly honest man. He died at Harrisburg, 
‘where he had been playing, at his son's theatre, but no atone 
marke the spot where moulder the remains of one of the 
brightest ornaments of his profession. 

“* Alast poor Yorlck 


During no period of my theatrical life did I work barder or 
reosive les money than the season under Mr. Pratt's 

ij of 1829 and 1830; it was no uncommon cocur 
Fence to appear in two new characters on the same evening, 
and on more than one occasion, “three.” So Jong as there 
appeared the slightest cans of resuscitation to the fallen 
fortanca of the Chosnutatréet Theatre, the actors laboured 
diligently, but when after all their toil, no money could ho 


to 
of March, 
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1880, much to the annoyance of many of my profeasional 
teotkeenT iaaed the following sverteomeay 


es (CBTARVED out! 

+ The unprecedented depresion of Theatricals in the cit} 
of Philadelphia having deprived the managers of the different 
theatres of the means of paying their actors, or fulfilling their 
contracts, the profession no longer affords the means of pro- 
curing the humble fare of bread and cheese for the support 
of a family. Under those circumstances, am 1 compiled 
fo eck for other meant of subastence, and to exclaim reluc 

7 
“<Othello’s oceupation’s goneI™ 


“B,C, Wemyss. qratefal for past favours, again solicits the 
patronage of his iiends and the public, having opened a lot- 
tory office in the Arcade, No. 34, Raat Avenue, and 86, West 
Avenue, where, by strict attention, he hopes to merit support. 
Tiaving been three yoats out of basiness, he can only ub 
present refer to prizes sold in days of ‘Auld lang Syne,” 
and many whow fortunes have been amply increased by their 
purchsses from him, can bear testimony that Womyss? oflloe 
was fortunes own abode. He has pont = most preasin, 
invitation to her, ond doubts not she will return to her ol 


quarter’ 
{Here followed a schemo of tho Union Canal Lottery.) 


‘The heading of this advertisement gave particular offence 
tothe managers. Totheir remonstrauces I could only suswer, 
Js it not true? and then laughingly using the lan; of 
Shakspeare, tay, “Iam not bound to please thee with my 
(aunwers) advertismenta.” 

I now made known my terms for acting, to be five dollars 
per night, payeblo in advance, for any parts I had previously 
acted, and ten dollars if required to study a new character. 


Although I could receive money from the Sw 
regularly engaged actor, yet this arrangement yielded me an 
average of from to twenty dollars and was 8 


who opened the Washington in York Road; and 
‘thote who witnessed the of the comediss of 
“John Ball,” and “The .” left the theatre delighted 


with the representation. Mr. Duff, Mr. Wemym, Mr, Foote, 
Mr, Clarke, Mr. Webb, Mx. Logan, Mra. Wheatley, Mra, Stick- 
ey, Mr. and Mrs. O, Darang, were members of the oompeay. 
‘Tt -was here that Mz. ‘ingersoll a young msn. af much 
promise, and well known in New York as an excellent actor, 
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meade hie publi effort. Dimipation fninhed his carer 
at an early age, ‘common prudence would have made 
Brilliant eae” Wate pity ite aiee while so many eonors 
have imitated Mr, E. Forrest on the stage, so few have imi- 
teted hit adeirable example, of vobriety and economy, i 


jobbet Mr. A, Adams, his oly sacooerfel rival, would 

as peel a Diane oral. © o lian, had 
his conduct off the stage been Hiarket Sy the ane correct 
demeanour. 


«© Alas! that « roan should put an enemy 
‘Within his mouth, to steal away Ins brains.”-6eAxerz4abs 


One of thove spon public decency, too commen in 
the minor theatres of Londen but which bad hitherto never 
been attempted in America, was perpetrated at the Walnut- 


Bicect Theatre, in the production of «plese under the title of 
the = Afail Robbers” while Yorter and Wilsen were upon tral 
for their lives, for the commission of the crime of robbing the 
United States mail; both being found guilty and senten 


to be exeonted. Can anything be more revolting than making 
much a subject the theme of dramatic representation, whils 
the victims were awaiting the penalty due to their crimes, 
‘among the community whose lawa they had outraged. Surely 
this igs caso in which the anthoritios of the city should have 
interfered, to prohibit such an exhibition; that they did not 


do to, is e Iasting disgrace, ‘The orime, however, did not go 
“ie, 8 Chaya, the manager, having, with his artint 
t. aving, with his 
ted ‘Turner's Laie, where the robbery was committed, to 
Hoon Sik eealt Vge cee spot, contracted a violent 
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“* Philadelphia, May 18, 2850. 
Me Daan Mapas 
“+ In deep condolence for your late bereavement, the members of the 
General Thastrical Fund respectfully tender their mxistance, profession: 
ally, in ald of a beneBit, should you foe! disposed to avail yourself of their 
exertions. With best wishes for your prosperity, we remala 
‘Your servants, 


JH. Coane, 
<Sigaed,) Faas. C. Waste, 


+ J.T, Foor, Secretary." 


On the 26th of May, this benefit took place at the Walnut 
Street Theatre. 'The pieces selected, the “School for Scandal,” 
and “High Life Below Stairs ;” every momber of the Fund 
affording their gratuitous services, thua placing five hundred 
dollars at the disposal of the widow. 

Before the close of this calamitous season actors were to be 
ween. walking the atrects of Philadelphia, with their toes pro- 
trading from thelr shoes, their elbows from their ooata; and 
their hata, which had once bean black,—oh ! name them not— 


«mm Thad a hat, 
‘Yet it was not all a hat: 


‘The rim was, " 
(Vide) Parody on Lord Byron's Darkness." 


ly seizing the occasional chance of obtaining a dollar, for 
woting, as the substitute for one whose ‘ndiapogtion (to aot 
‘without being paid—bs! ha! ha!) ented their 2] 
ance; forcing the manager into an apology, which the 

knew to bo untrag, and moored at scoondingly. 





under: bad becsme worse, until the doors of the Chescut 
Btroot Theatre closed for the season, under Mr, Pratt's manage- 


take ‘place, because actor, musicians and carpenters, were 
svora but by hope delayed and broken promises, of -money to- 


morrow never came. 
‘If matters fared thus badly with the performers of Old 
‘Drury, they ware not much better at the other house, Mr. 
Philips, efter a disastrous season, attempted to open agein 
but for want of an audience, on the fourth night. Ti 
‘Walnut Street Theatre, whose chance of success ended with 


F 
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the death of Sermuel C to the Jatt, clos 
ing with a load of “obt Phlah forced the oabagers to Welter 
themselves under the benefit of the insolvent laws, 

Uf the season of 1828 and 1829, aaw the retireinent of Wood, 
‘Watren, Blaks, (Ainslee,) Inslee, and Wee 1829 and 1880 
terminated the career of 8. T. Pratt, A. J. Philips, Green, 
‘Hémonda, and poor Sam Chapman ; for ther suocessors, 1 refet 
you te the next charter. 


CHAPTER XXi. 


Campaign of 1680 and 1851, Nonpayment of Salaries Charles Kem. 
‘Master Burke. ‘The ftar System-—Rush-lights. Mademolaetle D'Jlek, 
the greatactor, Tyke, 10 the “Sehool of Reforma.” 


‘Taw campaign of 130-31, was on Saturday, the 28th 
of August, by the Chapman family at the Walnut Street Thea- 
tre with the “Heir at Law,” and “ Love Laughs at Lock- 
amiths.” The company was realy ‘one of talent, and merited 
n better fata than uon-payment of salarier, 

Bat norelly, new faces, sense fares, has ever been the 
in Philadelphia when amusement is proposed, which deaire {8 
Bo sooner complicd with, than a wish succveds for the thoes 
of thoir old favourites, whosa absence is lamented when too 
Inte, and comparisons instituted by no means favourable to 
the new comers. It a] alnost incredible, after the 
misery of the spring nud summer seston of 1830, thnt any 
capable getor should bave been found hardy cnough to ven- 
ture upon management ; yet all threa of the theatres were 
ococupied, and ready for a fuir start in thia road to rain. 

‘The present season wos marked by the appearance of the 
smallest and the largeet star that ever graced the same 
theatre—Master Burke, the Lalliputian musician and actor, 
and Mademoiselle D'Jick, the it of Siam, who both 
‘appeared at the Atoh Street Theatre, which opened on the 
‘$0th of August, under the management of Archer, Maywood 
and Walton, with the “Bride of Lammermoor,” and “Turn 
Out ;” Hyatt and Kilner being added to the names familiar to 
oO a or te Pree a: opened the Chemut Street 

vis, of the French © Chesnut 
‘Theatre for a short season. 

‘Messrs. Lamb and Coyle made me an overture to enter into 
pertnership with them in the Uhesnut Street Theatre, or to 
take the stage msnagement, 1 recommended Mr, W. B. 
‘Wood for that situation, es I believed his namo sesociated 
‘with the theatre was most likely to command the suppott ¢f 
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thee tate which appeared estes, or theatrical roproente 
t taste, which ap] , for thents 

tions, waa cesarved for the ep: of Miss Fanny Kemble, 
at s later period, of whom hereafter. 1 declined their offer, 
‘but accepted an engagement in tho theatre, which opened on 
Mondny, the 18th of October, with the “ Hoir at Lim,” the 
“Lottery Ticket,” and the * Young Widow;” an address, 
written by W. C. Bridges, was epoken by me, of which } re 
gt T did not preserves copy. John Mills Brown and Mra, 

. Young were the only atrangers of any repatation who pos 
semed the charm of novelty, although the aeason commenced 
very prosperously. 

‘The oe masceennemetl which Ltt attention, waa the 
namo of Afr. Charles Kran, (gon of the great tragedian,) at 
the Arch Stroet Theatre, on the 23rd. of Replember, to per- 
form the part of Richard the Third. The house wae well 
filled, and I took my zeat in the boxer, with a fecling of re- 
gret that Mr. U. Kean had not selected the Chesnut Street 
‘Theatre to make his first appsarance. Old recollections, and 
the warm friendship I entertained for bis father, tondcred me 
anxious for his succes. I left the theatro with a feeling of 
disappointment, aud a eonviction that tho mantle of the 
father had not descended upon the shoulders of the ion. The 
performance was weak throughout, painfally reminding tho 
‘auditor of his father’s excellence, only to recal his own want 
of physical power to act rucl a part ax Richard the Third 5 it 
‘was a failure which no subsequent effort could eradicate. Anil 
had Mr. C. Kean’s pretensions to be ranked among the first 
actors of the British stage cevted upon his jirst visit to tho 
V'nited Btates, his claim could not have been reengaized ; to 
his nam: alone was toleration conceded. added to which, he 
possessed a rival in tho person of Ir. M. Forrest, a young mun 
of hia own uge, rapidly rising in popularity with his country- 
men, und between whom and hinusolf comparitona wero 
instituted on all occasions. It way therefore, » fortunate 
circumstance for hia reputation, that he pad the United 
States a second visit when his position os an actor was more 
definitively fixed, but he will nover prova an attractive star, 

lantic cities he played Richard, Sir (liles Overreach, 
Shylock, Othello, ‘Hamlet, ead Reuben (ienroy. On the 14th 
of December, 


Masezz BURKE, 


the Irish Roddtus, 3 for the Grst time in T’hiladelphis, 
at the in the character of Young N 


be Axch Btreet 7] ‘onng Nor 
in *] ” leading the overture of Guy Manneri 
Playing Dr. (Tools, in the “Irish Tutor.” The houte 





‘A new tragedy, from the pen of David Paul Brown, Boq., 
& distinguished member of the Philadelphia bar, was pro- 
duced at the Chemut Street Theatre, on the 14th of Decem: 
der, 1880, entitled “ertoriua.” Booth played the here in s 
manner mich would Revo, commended engome or any pleoe; 


the beautiful of this play, flowing from his Nps must 
bare ruined the hatdioes Tetth af any auihce-—how, than, 
saust if have delighted the audience. The play wanted ection 
sitet mas tao auch doclamation, | 1¢ wan received by & 
fashionable sudience with every mark of mcoess, and repeat 
several times, being withdrawn only by the termination of 
Mx. a i enather of the blessings ireland 
jem entailed upon managers, who are thus preven! 

Taping the harvest of thet clortiona, even fom a tooomefal 
play, fh _ oh ot sor serrgs Dereeming 
Poulbility of prelonging en . 

‘Richard Ponn Seth also produoed a new piece, for Christ 


mas Night, founded on ‘novel of the Water Witch, in 
which [had to piay Tom Tiller, Mr. Young, for whom the 


part was originally compiled, returning it to the managers at 
‘the cleventh hour, as too long, he being utterly unable to 
oormmit the words to memory. My facut 7 in that respect, 

notorious throughout the profession, it was useless to 
say [could not doit, and 1 was unwilling to say I would not; 
Dut after labouring ‘successfully at my tak, I could not oon- 
eal my mortification to find I was the only person in the 
Pieoe conversaut with the ofthe author. Instead of 
recelving help from those who had leas to learn, I was obliged 
to prompt and bear the whole burthen of 4 three act 
side-drema oa ‘It wes u fortunate cironm: 
stance that the holiday folks who composed our audience 
Were too noisy to observe our delinquency, or the piece would 
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have met a different fate. Jt pamea off with eclat, and then 
‘pasted on to the managers’ 

‘On the Sth of January, Charles Kean commenced an en- 

¢ at the Cheanut Strest Theatre, hut the error he had 

coromitted in not choosing it ss his first ground, was not to 
be repatred. His houses were woree than he attracted at the 
Arch Street Theitre. Throughout this season, tho stars wore 
continually running from one house to the other ; eo that, os 
Tack Falataff has it, “ you Zn w not where 10 hare then,” 

‘Mr, E. Forrest, aftor playing at the Arch Street Theatre, 
also came for fow nighta to the Chesnut Street Theatre; 20 
also Madam Fearon, Hackett, Finn, Mrs. Austin, and others, 

eo Be 10th of Jannary, 1881, 1 ear for my benefit, the 

comedy of the © Suspicions Husband,” and a new 
Lined ou son “Freo snd Easy,” beading my pley-bill thus : 





No Star, 
Baka hont of approved Reb-lights, 
Wemyss, 

Robert, J.M. Brown, 
Young, Green, 
Bra, Darley, ‘Mrz. Wood, 
‘Mra. Young, ‘Mrv. Willis, 
Mins Korr, Mn. F. Darang. 


Roshlights! Most of them better stars than those who 
race bills mia, with their names in letters, 
in the ar degenerate times, The play was jndici fy chowen, 
See paneer oes ety aoe eo 
‘manager the me to 
‘upon my friends to maka up the deficiency, by taking a aed 
benefit. This was the first time 1 ever knew the 
‘an actot’s benefit to remain unpaid; it had slways been naar 
sidered a trast, sacred in the hands of the manger. Mis. 
fortune may render s men unable to meet his payments of 
weokly salary, but to refuse to pay over the proceeds of an 
actor bene is ‘a crime, a breach of eee blackest 

Lom. eure piece inci] manager. 
ries lin hl Bloira ‘Sact eet 
eatre, in the character of 0, in the “ form,” 
which I had wane of oblige a very worthy friend . 
of mine, Ldapabacyd I do not foe! aut aie to 
whom I once stated I thought 1 could pla; 

Before the curtain rose, I would aly sy have oe £87 

dollars to have. escaped the effect aa folly 





BB 
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tragedy, requiring a broad Yorkshire dialect to afford even a 
Kpgrdr, ramming 9 ened T cpihire alent to afrd ore. 
make or mar an actor, 1 was successful, beyond my most san- 
gine expectations, 

‘The difficulty of the task onsured my triumph : the sudience 
expocted, and came prepared, to witness a failure ; hut when 
the curtain fell on tie second act, the applouso was » heart 
that T fol] was ture of succus, When J appeared again, 
‘was greetod by thre distinct rouuds of applause, aud waa 
offered, at the Hers of the perfurmanct, or one hundred dollars 
to repeat the character on the following Saturday night, 

So much was said out of the theatre about this mance, 
that when I was in treaty with Maywood and company, Ruw- 
Botham made 2 pouitive stipulation, thot I should open in 
Tyke, ‘rhich 1 agreed 19 do, on condition that he gave moa 
Saturday night at the Walnut street Thoatre for my benefit, 
and should not ak me to repeat the part. 

‘My second attempt was by no means en succesful as my 
first; six weeks bad clapeod, during which time oll my 
theatrical friends had beeu urging we to turn my attention tu 
what are termed tho“ Wenvy Countrymen,” uf which Tyke 
is tho best specimen, ‘Tho audience expected too much, and 
were disappointed. In the first instance they were agrocahly 

surprised, and in the accoud, riouate disappointed, al- 
though they warmly applandad 1 three times in ‘the 
course of my thentrical careor, 1 ‘save feceivel the markod 
approhstion of the sudienoe, for acting parts totally dimimilar 
ta my usual cast of characters, and frou which I axpectod to 
anything else than reputation, Dr. Cuntesti, in the 
EHypoctite," Tule, in the" School of form,” and Ole Silim, 
in * Jonathan Bradford,” will ever be remembered by 
characters which proved to the audienco 1 was cable ot 
affording them amusement ina more varied line of the drama, 
if I choso to turn my attention to them. 

‘Phe seventh of May, 1831, is deserving of rocord, as being 
the day which gre Birch to'the nm of Baywood & C4 th 
only managemont asst Wook brite ret ality since the 
days of Warron and We he Walnut Streat 
Molter renlaiag open age Ere 

‘alker,” rai ‘open ay ly, at wi 
time they obtained possession of the Cheanut Stroct Theatre 
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CHAPTER XXIL 


New Management. stars aunouned, Forrest aud Mo Gladlutor. 
‘Warren's Lit appearaper a1 an Actor, 


‘Tax season of 1831—32, was opened hy Maywood and ("s,, on 
Saturday, the 27th day ot August, xt ¢he Walunt sireet 
Theatre, with tho meta dramia of the “ Heart of Mid Lothian,” 
and the farce of “ Raising the Wind,” in which I per-ovated 
Jeremy Didier. 
On the Monday following, Mctars. Jones, Dully, aud Forrest, 
the Arch Btroct Theatre, with Sheridan's comedy of 
"The Rivals,” and  Bluck-Hyed Suan.” 

On the 17th of October, the Chesnut Mireet Theutre nev 
more opened ita doors for tho season, aunouneing ax rtara c- 
gaged, Mr, Sinclair, Mie Hughes, Muster Burke, Mr. (*, Kean, 
Mr. Andemwan, Madame Durtaload, Mr. Fun, Bly. Mavkett, 
‘Mra, Barrymore, Miss (larm Fixber, and Mr, Booth. 

Thoy say tho Grat blow is half the Little: but xbuntd (hat 
blow fail, what becomes of tho agyre-sur: ‘The firat star pro- 
sented to the public waa 














Mi. SINCLAIR 


who was announced tu play V'raxcia Ushaldistone, im tub 
yy” on the 17th of October, Ada singer, he waa once the 
pride of the London stage; the mucce-.fill rival of Brabam, 
whore triumph in English uiuic, in conjunction with Miw 
Stephens (the Countess ex.) in “ Guy Mannering” and 
“Bob Roy,” form tho subject of many a plewing reusinacence 
in the musical world, Thirty nights was announcod as the 
utmost limit to which his present to the! 
could possibly extend, (at leant +0 anid the 1 
like the newspapers, acer i). Tha prices of « 
Taized to the old standard, and public expectation wrought 
up to the highest pitch. | This uanatural excitement proved 
grave of his reputation: he full a victim tu bis own fama. 
‘Phe wreck of his former self, he wa: called upon tu realizo 
‘the most extravagant expectatiuns, and failed most lament- 
ably, sealing the fute of the Chesnut Street season, whose 
prospects ap; 00 brilliant. His voice hud fied; in vain 
the managers endeavoured through the columns of ihe news- 
papers, to persugde the public he sung a8 well as ever he did 
=the man was there, 'tia tras, but the voice, which could 
‘keep a crowded theatre in breathless silence to hear, “I'ruy, 
3 his climacteric waa 
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prepared you for something more stati yet to follow, 
le the third act, which immediately fol is the worst 
act of the whole play, as if the euthor had exhausted himself 
in the commencement of his task; and instead of rising 
dually to the point of excellence be here acquired, he ks 
balay modiceit, and, withthe exception of the description 
ot aa the death of Spartacus, he never aguin rises 
al 

It would be Amperfinous to say one word on the aubject of 
Mr. E. Forrest's ‘Spartacus: it was the 
fection of melo-dramatic firagedy, to the sresiionce ef 


plas 

the actor, by whoue liberality it, was presented to the public. 
It wes repeated almost evary night during Mr, E, Forrest's 
sogagem nat, anal retalna ita popularity undiminished to the 
‘present day . 

On the 14th of September, I had « misunderstanding with 
Maywood & Co,, which led to my retirement from the Chesnut 
by the manage shy far having prevented the lous of § 

© an Prevented (by a 
sata leap) the ocemity of their changing the an 
neuood far Performance. Withoat the Ere note is the 
Green-room, but on the mere supposition that I had played 
tho part, Mr. Rowbotham, the sagomanager, sent my name 
to the prow for Mandeville, in the “Young Widow,” not 
only a long bub a difficult part ; the first intimation I lsd of 
it was the printed bill, at half pest ten o'clock, on the even 
ing preceding, 1 told Rowbotham, at once, 1 would not do it. 
My ‘unfortunate (many might ink é fertenat) taoalty of 
committing a given of number of words to memory in the 
Shortnt space of time, wes too well known to the manager, 
who, after many kind phrases, and the “blarney” wi 


part, past 
‘when, with ibe prompt-book in my ponsesui 

Left the theatre, not to sock Piet to read thoeantly 
for three hour By four e'slock, Thad completed my task, 
and retired to bed, when in the ing I was summoned to 
attend & ten o'clock rehearsal. ‘Notwithsianding this was a 
violation of terms on which I cansented to study the charac: 
‘er, 1b was my inteation to hare boon there-—socldent alane 
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and © my grest satisfaction, found I was perfect. I 
BRowbotham the roason of my absonce, who langhed, and 
thanked me at the ond of the performanee, with the remark, 
that he did not know how the devil 1 got the words into my 
A eo 
where I wos enti o remuneration 
‘extro services; therefore, on Saturday, I was not only sur- 
uised, but indignant, to find » dollar retained from my salary, 
with the notice on a small piece of paper, explaining 
couse, which read thus abe Wem, dollar, keeping 
the pt book of the ‘Young Widow,’ from rehearsal.” 
I refused to submit to this act of injustice; the managers 
oemed to treat it as a good joke; but I had not inclination 
tobe joked out of my money. 1 made a formal demand for 
the restitution of the dollar, which being refused, I told them 








enforood in every case, without reference to persons; that the 
money could not be retumed ; that I was at liberty to adopt 
any course I might think proper. I therefore, forthwith, 
iamed a gummons against Msywood, Rowbotham snd Pratt, 


‘meannoas of the act ; but now, my character ax an actor, and. 
& man, required I should submit to no measure which could 
areas fe pics the managers io ee ee teres 
wrong, in a cause #0 oppressive and ¢; ical. refare 
this di orks it was termed; but the breach of 
contract, it act was; my engagement being for ten 
months, and not for one week—we tried this queation also, 
which was decided in my favour, by atbitration, I returned 
oe theatre, on Siiah they ha Go buy ox an samnoe 
‘woeks, during which, me my stipulated 
ingome, far doing nothing; until thelr Lanbllity to pay thelr 


in active operation for Considering Mr. Pratt bad 
1y partner : M: S Maywood, the acting manager of the 
Baltimore and Washington Theatres, on my account; ond 
Mr, Rowbotham was the stage managor of my creating, in the 
Chesnut Strest Theatre, I was, even if in the wrong, from old 
associations, entitled to some little courtesy. But when, by 
express stipulation of engagement, I was exempted from at- 
tending more than one rehearsal of a new picos, and not 
bound to attend an old one at all, oxcept at my own pleasure 
and convenience, I am ata loss to account for this tragsaction, 
It is troe, Mr, Bowbotham said he had sclected mo as an 
example, that he might say to others—“ Why, wa forfoived 
‘Wemyw. How then can you expect to escape?" 
this; but applied to a bad subject, when ho proposed to 
ako me a victim to frighten into the performance of 
ir duty. 
Early in November, I rocoived from Warron the following 
letter, dated Baltimore :-— 


Daan Wenves — 
++ What are you abont—ac youy a Walnut Street play-actor, or a 
‘Chesnut Street play-aetor, or no play! st all? Do wrlte, and let me 
‘hear the news. Do you think thero isa possibility of my acting at either 
‘of the theatres in your city, during the prevent season ? 
© Your, very truly, 
Gigned) — “ Wuaian Wannun,.* 


I ehowed this letter to Mr. Maywood, and the ravult wns an 
offer of an cut at the Chesnut Strect Theatre, tho last 
ho over faililed, commencing with Falstaff, on the 19th of 
November, 1831, and terminating on tho 25th of the same 
month, when, for his benefit, le appoared as Sir Robert 
Bramble, in the “ Poor Gentleman" played Frederick, and 
in the Inst sconos of the play it was evident that the old 
gentleman's memory was falling. In the beginning of the 

ifth act, he euddenly laid his hond upon my shoulder, and 
anid, “Frank, lead mo off the atazo, for Ido not know what 
1am talking about.” Ie finished the part, committing 
Munder upon blunder, until it became evident to the audience, 
who Kindly cheered the last moments cf his. public carear 
with their long and continued approbation, He never acted 
again—and thn closed the theatrical life of William Warren, 
ono of the greatest favourites, both aa a man and an actor, the 
Philadelphia stage ever 4s a manager, he long and 
ably dirseted the theatre in ite brightest days; universally 
respected, his misfortunes in the part of his life, met 
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to née the last two acts of “ Richard the Third? From the 
Yiotent isapprobation, os ventured to expostlate with Mr. 
wbotham tpon the attempting to procoed; " 
asked mo if 1 was afrnid—I said “No Tha the ladies are.” 
“Go on I" paid he. “ Up with the curtain,” maid 1, But no 
sooner hed we commenced the scoopd act, and the determina 
tion of the management to yroveod, in spito of opposition 
became manifest to the audionee, than rome gentleman 
Dlackguard, (aside) throw a large piece of plaster, extracted 
from tho roof of the pit pasar, with sume forco upon the 
» Té fell at the fect of Mite Charles Green, who was 
acting Peggy, and whose face miraculously escaped the con- 
tact. Har husband, who was on the stace, representing the 
character of Old Vlainway, in an instant seized the offending 
missile, and hnrled it back upon the audience with the em- 
phatic phrase, that the man that throw it, wasa blackguard aud. 
a coward. A goneral row ensued, in wi joves wore over- 
turued, hot coala distributed, aud the melee ended by leaving 
uotora and audience in the dark, tho lights being rapidly 
extinguished, Iow many blak eyes. and how many useless 
threata were uit: red I stop not to detail, That Mr, Creen was 
wrong in throwing a handful of ubbish among the andience, 
isnot the question, He was wnaoubtediy right, in protecting 
his wifo from insult; and his nublo expression, that he cared 
for no danger; he only wicked to be placed before the 
scoundrel who threw the plaster, or any one who would 
justify him ; and as far eartreugth remained, ha would pro- 
tect @ Woutau against the whole atwmbled crowd, one shar 
the other, gained him a host of friends, and saved the manager 
much future annoyance form his ill judged perseverance. 

‘Miss Hughes appeared at tho Chesnut Street Theatre, as & 
‘yooalist : her success was not toher merit. Blanchard, 
one of the glorica of the Britith stage, in its best days, also 
appeared on the 23rd of January, at the Che-nut Street 

‘heatre, which sas now opened; onc compauy doing double 
duty, playing at both theatres on thosamo niglt; very amusing 
to the sctars, not unprofitable to the manager», but decidedly 
deprecated by the audience, who could not discover why an 
actor, passing from the corner of Ninth and Wainut Street, to 
Sixth and Cheat 8: should be worth double the prics 
inci eae 

In ly part evening. 

Blanchard opened as Don Lewis, in “Love makes s Man.” 
‘To pay that i¢ was an excellent piece of acting, would only be 
to reiterate what every body, conversant with the stage, has 
already said; but it wanted actors of the aume school, now, I 
fam sorry to 2ny, faut fading from existence in the counterparts, 
x 
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, The in obsolete to the generation; and Mr. 
7 fallnre te skiench wen oving to no ‘want of merit 
on bis part, but s want of judgment to appreciate much acting 
by the andience, Tho prefer * Napoleon,” “ Zantbe,” or any 
dramatio seprenetaton 1, Where the eye can be gratified, to 
amart di and repartee, which form the exsmoo of 
comedy, Br th the old authors, therefore, Monsieur Gouffe, 
with his imitation of ‘the Monkey tribe, would fill the theatre, 
while an ofart “to raise the genius, and to mend the heart,” 
wo 
‘The 18th of February, 1682, should be marked in the dra- 
calendar with “a white stone,” having introduced 4 
young lady of superior talent, in the person 


‘Mus VINCENT, 


who mado hor frst 9 sa807 & at the Areh 
Btreat Theatre, in the ‘Dorncter of Clan not only sie 
nudienoe, but the actors, is of Cory ioe while oon; 
dating het 0 ne crite] snocen, felt thatthe 
bed seq of the highest order. To Mr, 
the 7 iio were indebted fof the introduction of 


H 





Wow York and Boston, sontretng the, opinion tho crits 
few Yor) hy @ 1o oa 

iphia, placed her, by jimous content, at the 
head of the arduous ‘the had chosen, Had her life 
‘beon spared, havo created in London as great s sen- 
cation to the world, as did Mis Fanny Kemble in 
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tions of rare value, I have been surprised that Mr, Price’ 
ishing the American stage with European talent? 


[ 


Ma G. H. HILL, 


hotter known as Yankee Hill, who, from a very humble posi- 
tion in the Arch Btreet Theatre, in which he was juently 
inruited by the derision and disspprobation of the audi 
good 3 toa. ‘Dinckanget i damacs f bis uitustion, for 
ons is from 
refusing to nasist as & courtier, in the coronation scene of the 
Exile,” glad to escspe from an audience who ridiculed him, 
deaperate in his circumstances, and reckless of consequent 





oe, 
he applicd to jimpson, of the Park Theatre, New 
York, for ion to attempt a Yankee character. His 





fmoosia at once ensbled him to enter the lists, as a star, 

to share the praise alrendy bestowed upon Hsckott in thit 

rics of dramatic character. Making the best of his 

time during Hackett’ absence in England, he proved & formi- 

dable rival to that gentleman, on his return, beating him on 
his own ground, in the very characters of his own ereating. 

There isa quiet, mstaral manner in bis acting the “ Down 


to his fame, than all 
have scoompli 


iplished. ‘ 
‘What an: thing it is for 4 manager to be compelled, 
agalnet hin Wi, to retain om actor, and whet. plowtant! the 
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notor leads di the period! Every dsy I experienced some 
an: Sead Poca nike ze tion emplact bat 
which I knew was done with an intention to promote mismm- 
derstanding. Mrs, Knight being engaged at the Chomnt 
Street Theatre, wished to open in Kate O'Brien ; knowing I 
wei a member of the company, and remembering the manner 
in which this piece waa received on ita first representation, 
uaturally wished me to act Charles Paragon. I hed caught 
8 severe cold, which, affecting my throat, compelled me to 
yemain in the houre, when J received & letter from Mr, 
Maywood, requesting 1 would make an effort to come outl 
upon the present occasion, 1 replied that 1 would do so, on 
condition I wax not requested to act any other part on that 
evening. as I did not feel auficiently recovered to resume my 
duty in the theatre. With this un ing, I suffered my 
name to be announced, Mr. Booth having arrived unexy 


usually acted Oatric, Munch to my mortification, I found my 
name in the play-bill, but was assured by Mr. Rowbotham, the 
utage-manager, it was & and that Mr. Mercer would 
act the part. “1 was not even called upon to rehearse it, and 
certainly should not have consented to stand upon the stage, 
‘an inactive spectator, for half an hour, with a bare neck and 
‘an wloeratod sore throat. But so good an. porenn ty to mor. 
tify me was not to be lost. At the ond of the third act of the 
tragedy, Hr; Maywood came to me to know whether J intended 
i ‘Ostric; I replied decidedly not ; when Mr, Rowbotham 
a] led to the audience to be suffered to omit the seoond 
goane of the fifth act, in of my ition, I 
San AOE erin, Nyse: Gal wick a eee bad made, 
until when discovered aa Charles Paragon, 1 was astonished 
to hear a few sharp hisses, perfectly unconscions that th 

‘were directed towards mo, until after the scene ‘wan finished, 





& 
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i 

pis 
; 


that I 
taken place, but that Z was certainly not the: fe 
Haring left the sek chamber to ak the manage 
ment, which had endeavoured to represent mo in s most 
offensive position before the sadience; that the Chesnut 
Street Theatre must indeed be reduced in respectability, when 
wach a request, as fo omit a scene with such an actor ms Mr. 
Booth, waa resorted to, to a petty of revenge 
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en actor, ‘This, however, wan the last scene af the con- 
1 to canoal my engagement, rotting my benefit 
the 0th of February, on which occasion I revived 
Goliamith's comedy of the “ Good-natured Man,” and leftthe 


Chi it Street Theatre, after service. 
Seeders s with 


Hoeac short engagement ata star (n the ety of Phila 
delphia—g-o-ed greci-o wa !—that I had the ef 
ing Cound Yate n o"Ohi of Naty 
of Miss Vincent, who represented Aramanthia with aie 
simplicity which hed already won the hearts of the audienos, 
in'the month of April, I paid a visit to Albany 
for ro nights, where {made my bow as 
in re, Knij the Kate O'Brien, 





howe 
did not choose should: interfere with his 
witness # littlefun at the circas, whore the “Greek,” » 
well-known billiard-marker in the oity, was advertised to play 
Bichard the Third. The theatre being closed, the manager, 
‘Mr. Forrest, and myself ropaired to the circus, without » com- 
ment from the disappointed few, who laughed at it as a good 
practical joke on a rainy night. 


** Thateueh a difference there should be, 
‘Between tweedle dum end twosdle dee.” 


lie soringht Topent in. Albany wr delight rernton 

Being’ forued A Troon ths Shaker Settle 

Brsat snd other plooos of intero in the immediate neigh 

bemthond, ore ‘ay after rehearsal ; and alth< i did not 
return to Philadelphia much siaher, l was gratified wi 

howplality displayed towards me by the 

vith plaarg on amy short visi to hel ot. 2 

curs a e Arch 

siret spay The poi on the 18th of June, 

when, for the fist time for several years, the actors ware re- 

paid, all demands honourably settled, and Mess. 

‘Jones and Forrest in high credié both within and with- 

‘the walls of the theatre. It was at the Arch Strest 





of ion, 
United Sigtes when Miss Fanny Kemble 


wee 
act the 
Tt was in 1932 that the Anderson Row took place at the 
Park Theatro, New York, wharo the worthy citizens made the 
‘unwonted call for Mr, Price, that they might hizs him. What 
fhe exact natare of tr, Anderson's offence was) hap never 


‘Mz, THOMAS RICE, 
Detter known us Jim Crow, made his appearance at the Walnut: 
Street Theatre. 3 


“ Dad you ne'er hear of a polly black diamond "Tow axn Janxy. 


proved the opportunity bis ity afforded, by collec! 
all the really IAAL aia'which the nogro slags ‘while pox 
his daily labour, and writing himself the “ libretto,” 

fe ania novel, species of entertainment with tho ln 
ing title of Ethiopian opers. “ Boas ” was an 
‘amusing affair, the music truly delightful, and ably executed. 
irginny Cupids,” although even {0 grommes, 
reception, ‘With this capital, Mr. Rice crowed the 
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Atlantic, and turned the heads of the chimney awesps and 

tnd f al dt Gor, host See ts ht, to 
about jamped Jim a morning until night, 
the anneyanco of their mastery, but the great ligue at tho 
cockneys. That his financial affairs have been improved by 
the trip there is little doubt, but his popularity in his native 
country has heen lost, by his endeavour to ingraft the English 
dandy with the American negro. 

In London, where p black man is scarcely seen, it might be 
remarkably “funny,” but the broad caticature of tho Ame- 
‘ican negro Was the attraction of Jim Crow at home, who, 
when converted into an English gentleman, was s most insipid 
creature, Aa an actor, Mr. Rice’s reputation ‘upon 
his black fave ; and how he contrives to keep it white, might 
be matter of grave debate, begrimmed as it has been for the 
Tast ten years, at least threo houra in each of the twenty-four, 

In private society, Jim Crow is a“ first rate” companion : 
fall of anecdote, possessed of vocal abilities, and agreeable in 
conversation, he makes a valuable membor of any aocial club. 

have pa him many hundred dollar, daring my manag 
ment, and am proud to sy, in usiness he is both just and 
liberal, never attempting to squoczo the last dollar from a 
manager with whom he may have contracted sn engagement 
which proved a losing speculation. Tis practice on such 
cocasions having generally been voluntarily to resign s. 
of his right, by good hi observing, in his negro 
alang :—Lookye here, my muster, this has been a bad. job—I 
don’t think you ought to suffer to this tune; live and let live 
4a a good motto—hand over —, and I will give you reoipt 
in fall, and wid& you better luck another time.” The few dol- 





Jars remitted, unssked, in this manner, have been with 
, by ita when he was not actually wanted, 
but always received by those managers who knew 


how to appreciate an act of kindness cleverly proffered, and 


He played in“ ‘Whirkgig Hall,” for the managers’ benefit, 
on the 28th of July, closing the season of the Walnut Street 
‘Pheatre with eclat, the last of distinction, to managers and 
actors, for many years. The fall of 1833 witnemed the general 
revival of the drama throughout the United States, by the 
arrival of Mr. Charles Komble snd his daughter, and a suc- 
ocesion of stare, of more than common brilliance, from Hingland. 

Asa specimen of the distress which aotora endured during 
these threo years, I give a copy of a letter written by one of 
the oldest, as wel. as members of the profession. 
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Directed) To Mz. Wzures, present. 


rel am in a state of mental agony, debating whether I shall 
**play the Roman,” or ‘* nobly Hive'and see my family starve.” Do, for 
‘Henvea's sake, reader ma a small pecuniary uilstance, any you think 
Feepee aes ae Atos ‘by no dolog you will gresty oblige your ld 


ot 
poem tir erst stat 
food hesoured a ‘he had never known an hour's 





CHAPTER XXIV. 


Commencement of the Season of 185235. Rivalry between the Arch snd 
‘Walnut Street Thestres. Mr. and Miss Kemble, Dr. Bird's Tragedy 
‘Accident, 


Management, 
eile by Dr. Ware and Joma B, Philips, Panny Beable and ber 


I wow approach the period of a revival, when actor: were nO 
Jonger to be seen lounging about without em ‘but 
when clever actors were sageriy sought for Tones, 
snd Forrest had contrived to pay their gerformers, with 

Maywood & Co., by their actors on two- 
rf their actual engagement, alto zeosived receipts in 
fall, and both parties commenced the season of 1832—33 with 
every of stocels. At the Chesnut Street they an- 
nounced Mr, Charles Kemble, and Miss Kemble, Mr, Sinclair, 
‘the Ravel family, James Wallack, Miss Vincent, Madam 
Fearon, Mire. Austin, as the stars), while ot the Breet, 
Somes Rows Mr, B. Forrest was chief attraction, Mr. and 
‘Mra. Hilwon, J. R. Scott, Mr. Til, Me OL Kean, Mr. Cooper, 
Prajented o formidable azay in 


was Arch Strest managers, 
on We 7 the bth of 1882, with the comedy 
op fete Sortie tata of * How to Die fee 
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slo of “Napoleon,” and thé firee of the “Lottery 

ticket,” in which Raberts—the true succectar of Jefferson. 

and the only one deserviny of that title, until the arrival of 

W. E Barton—pliyed Wormvood. Thus the meo was 

fairly commenced, cach strising for ascendancy ; the location 

of the Chesnut Streot Theatre giving it the pafereace with 

gers, because the Arch Street mud ail © be a feeds 

see a ye tk i fa ae oe if Os ber, 
struggle a ts eto 

when Sr cr Ghar Remble made his i 


Fbiladelpbio, in the character of ‘hale ue Cheat 
theatre, snd Mr. E. Porrest produced De. Bird 
tragedy of “Oraloou,” ot the Arch Stroct, With siinsetion 
20 equally balanced, the town was fairly divided. Every 
Dody was anxious to see Mr. Kemble, whowe reputation ax an 
actor stood higher than that of any performer of the present 
day, while Dr. Bird's great success in the “Gladiator,” ex- 
cited an no less degree of curiosity to witness his second at- 
tempt asa dramatic poet. The result of this exertion on tho 
part of the management of both theatres, was fall honses for 
‘a muccersion of nights, during the respective engegements of 
the Kembles and Mr. E. Forrest. 

‘Dr. Burd’s tragedy of “Orsloom” did not increaso his re 
| soma From the author of the “Gladiator” something 

ter was anticipated; while the present play fell below the 
provions production of the doctor's muse, Neither plot, 
incident, or dialogue would bear comparison with his former 
self, while the aume glaring error, of producing s climax atthe 
end of the third act, by the death of Pizarro, in the banquet 
hall, beyond which he could not rise, was again committed. 
he audience were evidently ited, and Mr. E. Forrest 
jadici strack it from The of his acting characters, 
shes the 8 i nessa, comaelaes it was na worth the es 

6 author, and would never produce anything but mortifica- 
tion to the actor. 

‘Tome the 10th of October, ond the tragady of “ Oralooma,” 
form no Penh aver remembrance, although they can never be 

ig caused me, in mimic ie te real for 


fa ‘the | me of two front teeth, itch Forrest, in 
furor of acting, displaced froxa th stron; ola 


Jnmy month, ty £ sheuat fom his eword at the head 
‘scoasioning some of the wags of the green-toom an 
cppertanti ST matinee bed poe, Url that Forrest 
eva iene ty in ae the name of 
is ing ms to 3} ag! -theyare-tooresir 
cuafom, Y could Soe little mat in this, but it sorved to 
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I never had the pleasure of ‘Mies Fanny Kemble 
the bat not! for s foy minty fn dl ot 
the “Hunchback,” when, in anticipation of a treat of no 


it for granted che was a . ‘That she revived the 
prostrate fortunes of the drama in the United State, admits 
not of a doubt; and tho namo of Kemble, 


mind of the ides of acting, and the reali 
Forgot Ha, Hemble and saw only before you the sarlent 
man of fashion he represented. Here he was without a rival, 
bué like oll—(managers, shall I assy, or)—actorn, vanity in- 
duced him to attompt Macbeth, Hamlet, and Richard the 
in Hitb partss protec & feling of dlajomtment, that 
‘ a ent 
hs pertck a his own walk of the drank should Sender 
‘almost ridiculous, by attempting the hero of tragedy, 
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beyond bis grup. In Romeo, Heeneys, or Lord Hastings, 
ry ay thaw i comet yond that te teed 
he a never attempt to soar, and whenever bs doas, 
‘fallore ia sure to follow. 


‘Wheh be arrived in the United States, ho perhaps did 
wisely to actas a foil to his daughter™ excellence, bat, with 
his Benedict, Mercutio, and Young Mirabel freah in my re- 
oollection, I experioneed 2 feeling of regret that he should 
have placed himvelf before the audience in such a situation a8 
to detract from the high position he justly holds aa a finished 

The de ¢ with which his performance of Mer 
eutio, on the 84 of November, was hailed, and the change of 
opinion it immedistaly produced in the minds of his sudienoa, 
46 to hie abflity as an sotor, must have proved to him that the 
Philadelphians knew how to appreciate what was really excel- 
Jent. 16 wns the theme of conversation throughout the olty: 
“Did you seo Kemble lant night !—you lost a treat! I never 
saw Mercutio acted before !—hope he will ropeat it.” This 
‘was enthosiamm, compared with the faiot praire reluctantly 
fielded to his Sir Thomas Clifford, and the downright abuse 

upon his Hamlet. 

On the 19th of October, wo received the intelligence of the 
death of poor Warren. ry Sones, and Forrest. alwaye fore. 
moat in deeds of charity, at once offered the theatre for a bene- 
fit to the widow and family, which took pines on the 27th, 
Booth playing Old Norval, to the Young Norval of William 
‘Warren, who made his first appearance upon the stage on the 
cocasion. The conduct of the managers of the Cheanut Street 
‘Theatre wae of w widely different character towards the widow 
: the one ego etrgrted the theatre in their pomenion, in 

it brightest days, laving in ion & pamphlet, 
pate Shag fal Samrat arta 

,, + the memory of one whom I called friend during lifo, 
wn recollection of one whose kindresi can never be ef: 
faced. That the insotence of those in power, received no re- 
‘puke from the andienco, ia another proof of the ephemeral 
‘existence of an actor's popularity. Searcely oold—and already 
forgotten,—farewell to thee, Warren. 


‘TO THE PUBLIC-STATEMENT OF PACTS. 


‘Having been advised by many of my Iate futher's friends to withdraw may 
mother's name from before the public, on the oceasion of a beneAt an- 
nouneed by the managers of the Chesmut Street Theatre, it beeomes an 
Senperious duty to shor that public, before whom my lamented father was 
for upwards of thirty years an approved actor, the reasons which forced mie 
tomopt my present course, 

As m00n as Toy father's death became known in Phiisdelphla, the mana 
grt of tho Arh Strect Theatre, in somplitmee with » wish exprawed 
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‘through Mr. Booth, in the kindest manner appropriated an evéning for the 
‘benefit of may mother; and in order to secore the ald of Mr. Booth, Setur, 
ay the 27th of October, was fixed upon, ‘The result a well known. I 
artived from Baltlmore on the Thursday previous, and on the following 
evening, Mr, Howbotham of the Chesnut fitrect Theatre, informed me 
‘that the managers intended to gives benefit atthelr house, ‘This was 
‘thankfuy accepted on my part, an {t was voluntarily offered upon thelrs- 
‘The success of Mr, Kemble and his danghter, suggested the iden of an 
pplication to the former gentieman, for his aid upon the oceasion. Mr. 
‘Maywood the acting mazuger, approved of it, sud advised rus to do 40. 
‘My surprise was, therefore great, on the reeeipt of Mr, Kemble's answer, 
‘whieh follows, to find that the managers hed thrown an insurmountable 
obstacle in tha way of my wishes; notwithstanding, it has since appeared 
that Mz. Kemble played two nights after the explration of his engagement 
on Thursday, the first of November, 


Cory oF 4 Lurrae andumarn to Mx, Kami, 
* October 29th, 1852, 


Bre iw=lt is with reluctance that I trespass ir attention, persou- 
lly unknown to you as 1am; ‘bat my motive wil, trust, ‘prove a hotter 
‘excuse than any other I could offer. 

+My father, the late William Warren, with whom I believe you wore 
once aequaluted, after s series of misfortunes resulting in a total ruin, be- 
tame through the fallute of his health, ineapablo of usssting his family by 
‘his professional easttions. His distresses accelerated the work of time, 
‘and after a long and painful fines, ho explred 1 few days since nt Balti- 
moore, lesving his family dependant upon the resourets of thove members 
of it, who in consequence of their youth and peeuliar situation during the 
sickness of their father, are now in some degree uniitted for the tusk of 
aitebly providing for therm, 

** The managers of the Arch Street Theatre, with the greatest kind- 
nema, devoted am evening—Saturdsy last—to thelr benefit; and the 
‘managers of the Chesnut Street Theatre hava made a similier offer ; but 
unless backed by some strong attraction, Ifear that it will not be esoen- 
‘Unlly serviceable, and therefore, I have ventured to ask, if it be not in~ 
compatible with your engagements, that you, sir, will lead your powerful 
‘sid om the occasion. 

“You will materially oblige me by leaving  Yine containing your 
decision, at the box office of the Chesnut Street ‘Theatre, 

«1am, Six, 
© Your's most respectfully, 
(Signed) + Waitin Wanmen.” 





Copy oy Ma, Krusax's Anowas. 


‘Mansion House, Oct. 50h, 1852, 
8m i—1 am fivoured with your letter, wud regret that circumstance 
‘Miould have madequch an application necessary. On speaking with the 
manager of the Chesnut Street Theatre upon the autject, he informs me 
‘that it ig his intention to appropriate 2 night for the benefit of your 
family; but that it exmact take place this week oa acoount of previews 
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amrmngements, My engegement m New-York, will take me from Phila 
dephia m a fiew days, so that rt will not be an my power to camply with 
your ‘Hoping that the public will be more mindful of the plos- 
‘suro which they have derived from the talents of your late fathor, than 
‘your letter seems to antuetpate, end fil the homse to overfiowing, on the 
imaght devoted to hua family, 
** Tam Sur, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) “*C, Kaori.” 
Cors of Ma. Waauxx's Larzxn 10 Marwoon & Co. 
© Thursday Nov. 1st, 1852, 

« GanriraEx —As previous arrangements have prevented your devot- 
ang a night for my mother’s benefit this week, I wuh to know defimtively, 
‘what mght nex. reek will be convement to you, and the termson which 
wtus your intention I should take the house. The earhest might that 
‘your arrangements will permit you to dupose of, will be the most agree 
able to me. Your answer earty enough to afford an opportumty of ad- 
‘Yerfuubg the result im the papers of to-morrow afternocn, mil oblige, 








Op Saturday, about noon, I waited upon Mr. Rowbotham, who verb- 
ally mformed me the benefit would take place on Tuesday ar Thursday, 
Dut which, be could uot ai. I then enquired the terms, to winch, be 
gave me np satisfactory answer, but merely replied, “Tha a for your 
Denefit, not sure, and you wan't lowe anything by ot.” I saw Mr. Re 
‘agam at the thestre m the evenmg, and be there told me that Tuesday 
was the mght determined on. I asked what pueces, and he enquired 
‘whether I mtended to play myielf, I told kum no, and he then wud 
somethung about ‘The Good Naturel Mau.” J told hum I sould not 
‘advise about the pieces, but to play any five act comedy which embraced 
‘the strength of the company. ‘This was tho last interview I hed upon tho 
mutyest. Although I wished my said to have appeared in the newspapers, 
of the aaty on Friday afternoou, their delay rendered it impossible to m~ 
tert one before Monday, which would have been useless altogether. Thus 
‘Iwas completely 1gnoceut of the entertammient selected, unt the play- 
‘all appesred :—"« Simpson & Co !"—',A Hormipipe ' ‘The Peasant 
Boy! 1!" As the terms of the might were abil unknown, t baame ob- 
‘vious to all my friends, that the benefit wan amtendcd mercly toproduoe 
the mightly charges to the managers, through tho use of my mother’s 
amne. 

A gentleman was deputed to wart upon Wr. Maywood, umier these c1r- 
cumstances, aud urge s a postponement, to which Mz. Maywood replied, 
such azrangament was impracticable, and Mr. Pratt added as an obyetion 
‘that there would not be twenty dollars 1m the house. 

Following the edvice of my frends, 1 declined the beneBt altogether. 
Mr. Maywood’, opinion bemg— Ibat the pieces were ai good as any 
thing that could beaune.’ Mr, Rowbotham's~e'¢ That I was badly ad 
vised.” Mrs Prattiest¢ ‘That I had no cleum, but xt was a maticr of 


chanty altogether," 
(Signed)  Wassan Wanzas." 
November 70, 





W.R.— made yo application to the managems af the Chant Stee 
ied prheciogieninaieeerai amas 


‘unneoessary ; but it is euxprising that » fooling 
of {pundgain at such wanton inmult didnot orarwhalat 
if a the fal fllovlng ‘compliment from the Nations) Gar 


zatte :— 
“TO Ma WARREN. 


«* Full moany an actor have Ise, 
‘Who ranted ti his face was black, 
‘But none, methinks, eer trod the mene, 
1 Hiked so well as thee=-Old Jack. 


‘To fret, and strut, an¢ fume and tage j 
‘Thou'rt worth a thousand such—Old Jncks 


‘Thy jokea are new, tho’ often told, 
‘Vhry merry wit is nover slack, 
‘Thy sterling worth, like wine that's old, 
1s betlor every yoar—Old Jack, 


To keep thy eredit up—Old Jack, 


I wish to view thy waggich air, 

‘To pee thee drlak thy fsv‘rite ssck: 
And, mug fn hand, devoutly swear 
‘Thom had'st not drunk to-day, Jack. 


L wish to see thee slay the dead, 

And gravely take him on thy back, 

‘And swear thst human valour's fled, 

Or only lives in thee-—Old Jack.” PEST. 


A young musician, named Allen, produced quite a sensation 

at ‘the Arch Street Theatre; sos cio deer mek 

nipi, on one string, As a boy, 

applauded, but did ook drew money ral prodigies rarely 
encesed. He was, however, deserving of euccte, 

‘The Kembles having made quite a sensation in the fashions 
Ho cirolea of society, ware nat long absent frum the city. 
‘They returned Sept. om the Sih of December ser after ap abeenos 
of iid more than four weeks. Charles Kean waa engaged a6 
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the purpose of the if not his own, 

‘Tt wes during the month of Jam received a letter from 
wy friend, A, Cooke, of Pittaburgh, requesting mo to 
fornish him « for the building of a theatre, to 
be erected in that city of amoke and industry : manage 
ment of which he me, when finished, to undertake, if 
Thad nothing better if view. I was too giad to sccept the 

ition, and applied to Mr. Haviland, the architect, for 


of Washington. Among other charges, the serious one of 


Hace hee wespon: of cence 08 wel 56 Cefenes;: west be. 
bridled, and not be permitted to wag in ridicule of any thing 


CHAPTER XXV. 


Je, Witkinson. Joumey to the West, Beautiful Geenery, Fine slitus- 
‘don of Pittaburgh. Dramstio Festival. Opening of the Pituburgi 
‘Thastre. Tyrove 


Jonzs, Duffy, and Forrest, st the close of the season, were 
gntod by the actors and others, with n iver aupy valued ag 
ae hunted dollars, for the honourable manner in whick 


tcummagemantr the Anh Seon Theos. cap wal 
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presented by Morton M'Michael, },in one of his happiest 
Prseehen: end reasired By ile, Tones the sentor pertuert Rite 
a suitable reply—nearly one hundred gentlomen being ap 
sembled on the stage, where na cagans ond ollaiion wee pre: 
pared; and the spng and anecdote enlivened the company, 
who dis about two o'clock, 4. x, highly pleased with 
the events of the evening. . 

On the 26th of Marc, my old friend, 


4. P, WILKINSON, 


made his first uppesrance in Philadelphis at the Walnut 
Street Theatre, as Ephraim, in the “School for Prejudice,”* 
and Geaffrey Muffincep, in “ Amateurs and Actors.” Oocupy- 
ing, as he did, in London, with Arnold of the English opera 
home, « igh station asiong his contem » for many 
seasons, and being known as the original reprosontative of 
‘Dr. Logie, of universal renown, it would have been reasonable 
to suppose a fall house would have assembled on the occasion. 
Onthe ‘contrary, the meagre ce of the audience was 
gufficient to damp the enexgy of any actor, ‘That Wilkinson 


representation of which made Wilkinsgn the magnet of atirac- 
tion for a whole season, in a London theatre, produced not 
the slightest approbation. The feeling of tho audience was 
one of disappointment, which must have been mutual, If 
Shey thought the notor Gull and prouing, he munt havo thought 
them cold end ungenerous. The dogged atupidity of the 
Charity Boy, kicked and cuffed by every body in » London 

house, was not appreciated by an audience ever roady 





tola air and amartnem of a Lissardo. 
‘ bore his diseppointment like a philosopher, 
ving proof of his judgment snd good rensa, by fuldiling all 


engagements, giving utterance to no compluints, and ro- 
turning to his native country—to forget the fully which in- 
duoed him to travel, aa Murtooh Delany sayh, ‘to neo fore 
arts"-—to enjoy hia reputation at honie, in the bosom of a 
appy family circle, of which 1.0 is uot only the bead, but the 
‘an honourable aud au honest man. 

On zee 5th of daly. 1833, 1 started for Pithburgh son 
panied by my way two youngest children, and their 
nurse, wisely resolving not to ubandon housekeeping in the 
city of Philadelphia, or to remove my family, until Iuaw whe- 
ther the prospects of succew, so brightly painted, would be 
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A journey to the West, in 1833 was not what it fs now— 
Farfonned in lage withoat a single Weoprage throughoct 
in @ single 
the route, which ‘was advertised to De porfermen in four days 
a 

‘Wo started rather in melancholy stodshakin hands 
with one, nodding adieu to another, and kiming the tears 
from the cheeks of the children about to bo separated for 
the first from their parents—there thought occupied 
our minds for the first few iniles. We had but two pay 
mangers besides our own party, who left us at Lancaster, 
CJ wo were undisputed masters of the vehicle until 
we arrived at Carlisle, reodering the first night's jour. 
ney comfortable. At Chambersburgh, where the two 
routes Philsdelphis and Baltimore joined, we ro- 
ceived an addition to our numbers, by no means pleanant, 
six grown persons and three children, increasing the party. 
Thus, with every seat ied, containing nino 
and the addenda of five chil tho remainder of the, journey 
waa to be performed. Thus crowded, we commenced the 
ascent of the mounteins. Fortunately ‘the weather was fair, 
and never shall I forget the grandeur and. beauty of the scene 
which met my eye, as I reached the summit of the Cove 
Mountain. The amphithestro of forest, with all ita rich and 
varied folis the farms in the valley beneath, ihe village at 
the foot of the mountain, made us all forget every annoyance 
in exclamations of wonder and surprise—our fellow-travellers, 
Tike ourselves, crossing the monntains for the frat time, The 
rapid desosnt, continuing for three miles, without interrup- 
tion, alarmed the ladies, but deli; the children, and as 
darkness began to ehadow the: ‘gt the close of the second 
day, the rain fell in torrents, continuing with slight intermis- 
sion to the close of our journey, banishing the prospect of 
further eomfort, and affording no opportunity of enjoying the 
mountain scanery ea we progressed, 

‘When wo arrived at Bedford, we were detained two hours, a 
moat seasonable relief to the ladies, Woe should have supped 
here, bat being heavily laden, and four hours behind our time, 
‘every body had ret to rest, but those whose duty it was to 
attend to the stage, on its arrival. A glass of milk-punch, 
and » cracker wns all that could be obtained in the way of 
refreahment; thankfal for that, I was too old » traveller to 
render a di situation: irksome by the i 


more: 7 ition 

af bad tempec, where I Knew there was no remedy but on 

lurance, », although mm 

ot overy thing with that happy disposition which enablod het 

to convert prevent annoyance into food for amusement to the 
Xu 
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whole party, and suffocated as we all were, she declared that 
never in her life did she Babold so besntifal a soane os the 
setting sup, in ‘Mount Pleasant 
pont maoaing of exe ah ay we entered the clty_ of 

ittaburgh, about oe ‘the rain rapidly, 
and pi to the ®irminghas of Fer ompy and 
drasry appearance, xpeaking any thing but weloome, 

We drove to tho Exchange Hotel, where the hoepitalit 
which we received at the hands of Mr. M’Quire, soon rest 
‘as to good humour, My friowd, Mr. Guonze Cook, was at the 
hotel we bad finished breakfast, maby 10 o'clock ou the 
morning of the 10th of July, 1 found inyeelf within the walls 
of the theatre destined to be the Seld of my futare operations 

‘Hore carpenters, painters aud gilders were busily employed 
upon what sp} to beashell, which would wesroely be 
ready by the first of September. ‘Tho activity and business 
habits of the contractors, Mecary. Boseburgh, Scott, Reynolds 
and M'Unilough accomplished the task in the given time, to 
the surprino as wall us gratification of tbe citizens of Pitts. 


burgh, 
Pistaburgh, at this period, was at the height of prog 
revemabling’ & ‘beehives where ro trene fenton peed 
‘The roaring of the furnaces, the clank of the hammer, were 
unemaingly heard, day and night, while the activity on the 
banks of the river, and of the canal, the constant train of 
draya laden with merchandise fur the West, moving slow!; 
along the atreets, furnished a novel and pleasing sigh’ whi 


ppreware steam engines in the boat, as they arrived and 

}, gavo the bost assurance of the prosperity of the city, 
and the business enterprise of its inhabitanta. 

‘No city in the United State is more romantically uituated, 
or can boast of finer soonery in its immediate neighbourhood. 
Situated on the banks of the two rivers, the Monnogahela and 
Alleghany, whooe joncrion at this point form the Oblo River, 
‘the City of the Three Rivers, clouded ait isin endless smoke 
from its faotorics, possessor advantages not often met with in a 
manufactaring town. A walk of @ quarter of an bour inany 

i places you above the smoke, so much complained of 
by strangers, and presents to the view landscapesin which the 








prosched the opening of the theatre rapidly ap) 
On Wodneaday, the 21st of August, I reosived 

he Gicoaters see tieeireicrmsyany, to mess them ak 

Ee ashspenre Hows; to corumenetese ‘che completion of 

shale labour, I cannot give » better description of the 

f than I find in The Beetermen of af the tk ot Aneel, 


reagan, and the flow of soul.” ‘The company retired at a late (early) hour, 
‘outuaily pleased with each other's company. The following regular 
toasts were given from the ehair, on the oceation :-— 

‘Tux Deaxa—tts agency in exerting a salutary inftuenoe is tobe extl- 
aed ec seamen feeb, et by that which is incorpar 
tod with its design. 

Winssia Suactrnane—~Thechild of nattiro—he representa her an sbe is, 
without often marring the chasteness of het colouring, or the simplicity af 
‘hex imagery, 

‘Tun conraactona oF Tax Nrw Taxarne—The skill and promptitude 
{iieS completed it rein good Rneplg with cha tato whieh furaished te 


hak Wasrexx Dasa—May crofect the warmth of genuise feeling, 
‘united with radiation’ of classic taste, upon the emporium of arts and tho 
‘workshops of industry. 

Mz. Wanves, ras Persexe Manors ov tau Prreencuos TuxsTas— 
‘With pleasure we greet his preseuce, and trust that bis urbanity and ansiety 
to please, will mect the reward due to his individual uné profauiosal 
merit, 








‘After the applause with which this toast wae received had subsided, 
‘Ma, Wetyss rose, and ina neat speech, af which we can only give the 

thanks as follows :— 

Guexrianse.—In risiog to acknowledge the favour you have just cane 
‘ferred upon ma, parhapa the best mechod of returning my thanics, would 
‘be to assure thosa gentlemen, many of whom I see around roe, {to whowe 
‘undaunted porseverance in the good cause we owe the erection of s theatre, 
‘which I may boldly affich, in point of elegance of structure, decoration, 
convenlenee, and comfort, both to auditor and actor, fs not rurpassed by 
‘any in the United Statess) that ao lang ax it remains under my direction, 
no exhibition sll aver take place within its walle, ealoulsted to cause » 
‘ealing of rogret ta amy individual who may have contributed a slnglo dol- 
Jar towards its erection, 


+ Gentlemen, as fer as one raan's efforts ohn be directed to reader your 
amusement & sours of gratification, mine will be devoted to that and. 
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‘Overtured will be made to every actor of superior talent, who may be at 
paesent, or shall hereafter arrive, in the United States; and I doubt not 
that many, if'not all, will be induced to vidt your busy and prosperous 
ety. 

"Jor the kind manacrin which you have bem pleed to recive the 
‘toast of cur worthy Provident, relating to my humble self, I oxn hardly 
‘thank you as Fought. 1 will not longer trespam on your tims, bat wil, 
‘with your permission, proposs the health of the ‘President und Direc- 
tors of the Pittsburgh Theatre,’ With all the hanoury, drank w:th threo 
times three, and one cheer mote, 


‘Tho following volanter toasts were gtren on the occasion. 

Enocanos—The only moral steam that will work without frictlon ; the 
‘engine of theworld. 

"Tam Lancxs o Pretsvonan—Waere they take the lead, who will fear to 
follow. 

‘Mg. J.R, 6mith, the Scenic Artist of the Pittsburgh ‘Theatro—In this 
instance he has demonstrated by the touches of his akill, that tho warmth 
‘and sapirations of the youthful imagination caa be transferred to canvas. 
4n tho Innguage of Shylock to Portia, ** How much older art thou than 
‘thy Tooke 7" 

“Fan Naw Tuwaxax—The clogunce of the structaro and the raphity of 
st completion, proves that Pittsburgh, in point of taste, skill, and anter- 
‘Write, is not surpassed by any gity tn the Union, 

‘Tux Mancuor Respomasyt ay Liosnarry—We bail those lovely har 
Dingers of a “* New Era,” eve anald clouds of smoke and tho fulmina- 
tans of intolerance, 

‘Tax Paxs—As connected with the drams, the devil is sald to bo in 
‘both, but is harroless so long as he is bound by boards. 

‘Tax occamox of oun Mrwrma-—May we all continuc to be stoekboldera 
in fellowship und good feeling, and ever ready to psy Our instalments on 
each share of the good things around a. 

‘Tua xxoousAcEmaxr o FRE Duax—Tho strongest evidence of a re- 
‘fined civilisation in every age coincident with the progress of lteraturo 
‘and the arta. 

‘Tux avrucairy or cerricisx—When prompted by spleen, though it 
‘nay slightly wound, the missile generally rcbounds upon the hryper-critie 
Dut when guided by selonce, taste ani impartiality, it exertea salutary 
fore in meliorating literary society. 

‘Prrmapunex—Her moral force, without classic taste united with prac. 
‘Heal exhibitions of it, would be deficient in an important fellow-lever, 


‘The theatre being finished, was opened on Mondsy, the tnd of Sep. 
tember, with an addrew, written by N. R. Smith, Esqr., of Pittsburgh 
and spoken by myself, " 


‘Whea Genius, hovering in his native sky, 
O’er climes untutored cast a watohfuleye, 
Asyet, while thought was emailed by the Nino 
‘And fauned by sepbyrs Som Olympus’ shrine, 
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Ho sink at length from his empyrea? height, 
‘And shed o'er Greece the rays of clastia Tight. 

‘The Muses triumphod and the Graves ntalled, 

‘As Brightened forth the dawnlags of their child 5 

‘The plastic power af Genius entortwined 

Sirongth, fervour, beauty, in the infant mind ; 

And reason, memory, judgment, formed the skill 

‘To curb the passions, and control the will 

‘Still as the urchin Thought grew up, he knew 

‘No art to bring men’s foibles into view, 

‘Not yet thelr virtues, that this moral plan 

‘Might meliorate, exalt immortal mux. 

‘Yo givo perfection to the akill their muse, 

‘Thalia and Malpomenc infuse. 

Grecee rose in splendour as the lambent flaine 

‘Which Genius kindled, blazoned forth her fame; 

Arta, science, arms, possessod the axpiring soul, 
‘And the bright Drama erownod the boundlews whole, 

‘The Nino survived the ravages of time, 

‘And waved thelr trophlos in another lime. 

Rume eaught the Grecian spirit, and her pride - 
Coneolved new honours, spread her laurels wide, 

And triutaphed long the mistresw of thewphere, 

‘Till ruthless ruin checked het high earcer. 

‘The tarch of Genius, though its flame had waned, 

‘Was not extinguished, for the spark remained, 
And fanned by breeses from the Musey’ bowet 
‘Relumed at length with renovated power. 
‘To Gothic night succoeded all the fame, 
And mote, that gave to Greece and Rome sclamie names 
‘Ths crest of Europe rose as Scienco spresd, 

‘And o'er the world its Hight and Iustre sheds 
Shaksposre appeared the Drama's claim to try, 

Gave itnew worth, and fixed its destiny, 

At lkngth, when Froedom planted hero tho rer, 
‘And ealled our soil the Home of Liberty, 

‘Bencath its shade sho xed the Drama's scat, 
‘Where oil tho kindred tles of Natura mect, 

Hall to Colurabia, free and unoppressed, 

‘And hail the rising glory of the West! 
Queen of tha West, we traco thy rapid risa 

From forest gloom beneath inclement akict. 
Prophetic vision did not ken this ago— 

‘Ho—on enthuslast—madmap—to 

‘That thirty years would throng a ‘wide waste 
‘With wealth and pride, with fuhion, beauty, tanto. 
‘Taste and ref'uement here have Jolned to rear— 
Adorn a Dome, that pleads yewr guardian care, 
‘Taste shall unfold whet taste alone imparts, 
Enlightened intellecta and generous hearts 

‘And here the Drama shall display confessed, 

‘The Nino still vigorous, the Muses blest. 





- 
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The play was the “Bury Body,” and the efverpices, SOF 

! pany consisted of Mr. Addams, ¥ 
John Sefton, ® Chatien Green, Mr. Fherle, Mr, 
George Smith, Mz. William Smith, Mr. D, Mr. Hub- 
bard, Mr, Bannister, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Wallace, Mr. M’Dougal, 
Mr, W. Sefton, Mr. Gifard, Mr. Parsloo, Mr, Hathwell, 
Ho Gey Mew Toon 3 ae oe height 


b 


Hathosit” There were alee engaged, who never made their 
aes in fulfilmant of their contrast, Miss M’Bride, Mr, 
Mas, Btickney, Mr. Milliken, Mr. Milor, and Mr. Cuddy. 
had made my arrangements upon s scale much too large 
for the poptlatien, Wal the nunbar of sotoae word have 
Deen sugicrent It is therefore, not surprising, that the first 
seaaon was by no means ive; and wy Pittsburgh friends, 
(who are numerous) will excuse me for the declaration, that 
their judgment in theatrical matters was most singular. The 
‘company would bear comparison with the best in either of the 
Atlante cities; yot they nelected the worst actory (with the 
exception of Mr. jams.) as their especial favourites, and 
even histed poor Spence (who afterwards perished with Fan- 
ning, like & heroin Tens) from the otage, becouse he dresed 








Tike a gentleman, and would persist in weariag white kid glover 
in the street. Another amiable trait in their character, was 
‘a practice they had of himing the 


Forrest they did not support 
several yearu afterwards oended the Thestre i mtlyt0 to 
witness the performance of both these gentlemen ; although 
apigeereging wreerrrnogac ory by appearing in “Hamlet” 
in a state of intoxication. pha tong when I became 
soquaiated with the taste te the sitizeny and experience 
it ma how to mansge it, proved the best und most pro- 
fitable, ever under my ee 
‘The receipts of the ras aight sumoended to 208 dcllizs 63 
conta, whiot fel so 101 dollars, on the second. Forrest's 
night was 894 dollars 25 cents; yet he was the firit actor oe 
repute, who played. ‘under one hundred dollars, (“King Lear,” 
the character, illo Me, Booth’s first night was 348 dollars; yot 


: ‘Mr. Pores rz night was 353 dollars, his second, 

to dollars 35 conta An fact, the worth; gouge arg 
of the malay vith one ove geod 
grees benefit, on tho bystem—one 
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‘The fing letter of Booth’s deserves » place from ita 
singularity. Tt bears the Baltimore post mark of the Srd of 
December. 
{oorr.) 
 Topway Nat, 
*” Gtage Office, once more. 
+] am, as the French say, ox route, and hope to reach Pittsburgh tn time 
to begin on Monday nightebar sicknews, my lord judge, and older delays, 
Ment Manager of the West you are party the etuss of —=——. | Had 
not announced Mr. ‘as being eugaged in Pittsburgh and Cin- 
Tana, Hamblin never would have eeteued te bare sa he did.” Tea beat, 
in my humble opinion, not to announce until the beast arrives. 
* Your's ay in duty bound, 


(igned) 141. B." 
** Good t—~cammenee with [ sm—conclude with J, B--he conjugster— 





To F, Wamves, Kap 
Theatre, Pittsburg, Pa. 


During the time the theatro was building, tho stockholders 
‘were anxious that nothing should be left undone to render it 
as perfect a8 posible, Aud entering into this feeling, I re 
solved the arrangenents of the interior should be made 
worthy of imitation by larger eatablishmente. Every dreesi 
room waa carpeted and furnished. The green room Tarnished 
in the style of u modern drawing room, with piano, ottomans, 
chairs, louking-glauces, &c. The whole vosting upwards of & 
thousand dollars. 

During the first season, from the 2nd of September, until 
the 8th of January, upwards of four months, the receipts 
amounted to seventeen thousand six hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars and thirty-seven cents; to which is to be added, 
one thousand dollars for season ticketa; making in all, 10,327 
dollar, Out of which the atars received $291 and the 
‘actors from their benefits, 846 dollare. 

Notwithstanding one or two unpleasant occurrences, I was 
enubled at the clae of the season, to state, that during one 
hundred and eleven nights, not « single change had taken 
placa in the pieces announced to be portarmed, which for 


hall; competition. 

Oe hs loth of Jemuary, 1834, I took the oom down 
the river for aix weeks, to Wheeling, where we to an 
average of seventy-five dollars a im @ large room, mix 

@ thestre. Buseol Smith painted some pretty 
soonery, and I eecaped with « loss of three hundred dollars, 
which enabled mo to oop the com together, until my 
Tetum to Pittebargh on the 2ind of Fobrusry, for the pur- 
‘poss of presenting to the eitizans the inimitable 
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TYRONE POWER. 


Who that ever saw his laughing face, but must rogret his 
lamentable end, an one of tho “ill starred” passengers of the 
leat ntoamsbip Prevident—the ovean for a grave, When I 
first maw Power act, he ms considered @ o lp t comedian of 
medioore talent, erat much yatokailver, that it was 
impouibleto ewph uiet in sa oy one pot of the stage fertwo 
ousecutive wounds, he never entirely divested 
himeelf of; it was et inthe “Irish Ambassador,” in 
Kiatler, in How to Pay the Reut ;" or in Pat Booney~an- 
nuying tw every actor who had to support a character in the 
Placa; bt not unpleasing to the audience, 

him us the Irish comedian when poor 
comor diel te middenly. lis succew at first, was by no 
aneuns extraordinary; it wa» tolerated as a good natured 
eMfurt of att actor, to aid the management in dilemma, II 
rosa in public favour slowly, and it waa not until his return 
from the firet visit to the United States in 1833, that he bo- 
came an actor tf consideration in Loudon, where, prior to his 
death, fame and fortaur were struggling who should crown 
iim fastest. Ie was a noble, gencroushearted fellow, alwaya 
willing to do a charitable actiun without making a parade of 
Ut, to form theatrical capital upon, 

‘Mis career in America was brilliant beyond comparison, 
reldum playing to a bad house; frequently crowding tho 
theatre to exocsa. An universal favourite with sctora, mant- 
gem and the publio; good humoured Vaddy Power, his con 
nomen behind the scenes us well ax before His 
Inn appearance but ono, ia Pistaburgh, was marked by one of 
thowe disgraceful scenes which render theutres, and all con- 
nocted with them, a bye-word for the finger of acorn. In the 
play of the “ Irish Ambacaudor,” Mr, Gruen and Mr. Hubbard 
‘were both so intoxicated, as to render it uccessary to remove 
‘the Sie named from the the the ‘theatre; and the Tatar baoaly fell 
upon the st ing 08. ir, John 
Ree thar cae dana rhe Thad te oflate in a 
rimilar manner for the other. 

Power boro the mortification with remarkable good natura; 
having been in s great measure to blame, for diamiming the 

at 12 o'clock with one of those com; tary 

speeches yclept “ blarney,” which he knew so well how to wo 

on all proper occasions, | Whether he felt what he so neatly 

cep oF wished himself to take the tide for amusement 
Tesommended to the actors, is a matter of no im] 


K Ghoc and iiebt ad Mr. W. Sefton, Mr. 
ds bard returned to the oy, ooh Logie would 





THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY. 1% 
may, in prime order—the consequence of which has been 
marral 


ted. 

"Phe theatre was filled with ladies, which T nocd scarcely 
add, did not ocoar agais. daring the eeason, It was n death- 
blow to our reputation, and resented us every jar exhibi- 
tion should he, by every reapectable citizen abrenting bimeelf 
from the theatre; although, a5 the managcr, | was the inno 
cont sufferer. 1 bowed with reepect to the decision which I 
felt to he just, and recommended the course adoptrd by the 
Pittsburgh audience, as worthy of imitation ; it is the only 
one to prevent a repetition of insult, It should bate boen 
carried one step farther, by a marked determination never to 
permit the offenders ngain to appear upon the stage of the 
Pittsburgh Theatre. 

Thad ased every endeavour to induce lower to vinit Pitts. 
burgh, had teased him into compliance, and wax sorry to part 
with him on such terms, just as the audience were beginning 
tu appreciate his merit." He agreed to play one night moro, 
tw prove ta the public that he sequitted me of all blame, and 
pubes aocasod Eimse =i us the author of the evil shi ‘thus 

jrought hia engagement to a premature close, He alludes to it 
jocmely in his Rooollections of America, Poor fellow, his 
Jame is cherished in the old ax well as the new world, and 
many o heartfelt sigh has been breathed to the memory of— 
Poor Power. 

‘He commenced his engagement on the Stat of March, with 
Bir Patrick ('Plenipo, in the “TIridh Ambsmador," und 
finished Wi ty O'ltafferty, in “Born to Good Luck.” 
He was delighted with the theatre, and makes honourable 
anention of it in bis acount of Pittsburgh. 

Toubjoin his letter, upon the subject of his engagement :— 









(oory.) 
“Mr Desa Ma, Weave 
+ T perceive that you purpove re-opening the Pittsburgh Theatre, in 
February, Now, [shall be bere in April, and {f, about the end of that 
‘Toonth, or in May, you think # vist from ime to my evuntrymen thero 
‘wil anes ct our mutual en@ 1 shall be most bappy to meet you onthe banks 
of the Ohio. I congratulate you on the Lerma you spear to part with your 
comtituent>—and im the way of news frum England, have only to toll 
pon Dunn & Co. are gove to the devil. Never way failure in quackery 
Joore abwiute than tus attenspt tu «* gag” the prolesion, by jomrog the 
tho thestres iw one. Utloa amt te Dey an early reqly. Fact bere wotsl 
the 7h of February, and on the {7th open im Boston. Wath best wishes, 
beheve me, Truly Yours, 
(bigned,) + Tanoe, Powis, 
* Mason Hous, Phu 
Sammary 93, 1351." 
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TYRONE POWER 


‘Who thet ever saw bis Isughing faoe, but must regrot his 
lamentable end, o# one of the “il tarred” pamengeraof the 

lost steamship "President—the ocean for = grave. When I 
firus saw Power act, he ‘vas considered & it comedian of 
‘mediocre talent, 


it albteto key rule in a aa seal setae Tes 
on any one 8} 6 at wo 
cotavoutive neounda. ‘This wy ho never oatirely divested. 


himself of ; it was conspicuous in the “ Irish Ambassador,” in 
Ratler, in “ How to Pay the Reut ;” or in Pat Rooney,—an- 
ezing (over acto who hd to tuppet «characte the 
Piece; but not um iene 

‘Chance inst him’ as the Irish comedian when poor 
Connor died so suddenly. His success at first, was by no 
means extraonlinary; it was tolerated a8 a good natured 
effort of an actor, to aid the management ingdilemma. He 
rose in publio favour dlowly, and it was not until bis return 
from the fit visit to tho United States in 1833, that ho be- 
‘came an actor Of consideration in London, where prior to his 
death, fame and fortune were straggling who should crown 
him fastest. Ho was a noble, nee ianed fellow, always 
willing to doa charitable action without making a parade of 
it, to form theatrical capital upon. 

His career in America was brilliant beyond comparison, 
scldom playing to a bad house; frequently crowding the 
theatre ¢o excess. An universal favourite with xotors, mana 
gers, and the public; good humoured Paddy Power, his oo 

omen behind the scenes as well as bafore the curtain. 

int op uppearance but one, in Pittsburgh, was marked by one of 

those disgraceful scenes which pnts theutres, and ‘all con- 
nected with them, a bye-word for the finger of scorn, In the 
play of the “Irish Aml 5” Mr. Green and Mr. Hobbard 
‘wore both wo intoxicated, as to render it neoamary to remove 
the oe Samed from chs te theatre; and the Tater setually fell 
upon the stage performance, fohn Befton 
read the part of one pet aestin Thad to officiate in a 


Power bere the orleatn with able good natura; 
‘ower 8 2 remar! lo 
having boon tn a. gr to blame, for dismining the 


Faleasual at 12 oflock with one of Erase entary 

spesahes yolept “ blarney,” which he know so well how to uso 

on all proper occasions, “Whether he felt what ho so neatly 
i, or wished himself to take the ride for amusement 

he recommended to the actors, is s matter of no im 

Tn fe ‘his advice, Mr. W. Bottom, Mr. A. * daa, 

Green, and abberdteturaed tho et, ad Bob Eeglo would 
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say, in prime ordar—the consequence of which has been 
narrated. 


‘The theatre was filled with lation which T need wcarosly 
did not occur again during scasou. It was a death: 
Pie is Sar reputation, und retented an avery similar exhibi- 
tion should be, by every respectable citizen absenting himeolf 
from the theatre; although, as the manager, I was the inno- 
cunt sufferer. I bowed with reapeot to the decision which I 
felt to he just, and recommended the course adopted by the 
Pittaburgh audience, as worth; of imitation ; it im the only 
one to ay ee af ine. itahould have bean 


pero the dundee er Sins to appest agen the alage of the 


‘had Used every endeavour to induce Power to visit Pitts. 
burgh, had teased him into complianos, and was sorry to part 
with Lim on such terms, Jahan the anienoe were beginning 
to appreciate his merit. "Fe agreed to play one ni hepa 
to pevve to tke bie Shas be ted mo of all 
Drought hie ws eller Snr wh 

ught his engagement to clove, He alludes 
fconly in his Recollections of America. Poor fellow, 

19 id cherished in the old as well as the new world, and 
Pog heartfelt sigh has been breathed to the memory of— 
‘oor Power. 

fe commenced his engagement on the Stst of March, with 

sit Patrick OPlentpo, to the “Irish Ambagesdor,” and 
finished with Paddy O’Rafferty, in “Born to Good inci.” 


Pittabur; 
T subjoin his letter, upon the subject of hin engagement :— 


(oorz.) 
«My Deas Mn. Wanves— 

‘* T perceive that you parpose re-opening the Pittsborgh Theatre, in 
February. Now, I shall be here in April, and if, about the end of thet 
month, or in May, you think « visit from me to my countrymen there 
‘will suswer our mutual en@, 1 shall be most happy to meet you on the banks 
Of the Ohio. I congratuiate you on the terms you appear to part with your 
constituents—and in tho way of news from England, have only to tell 
{ou Bunn & Co. aro goneto the devil, Never was failure in quackery 
‘more absolute then thus attempt to «* gag” the profession, by Jolning the 
two theatres in one, Allow me to beg an early reply. { act here until 
the 7th of Febvary, and.on the 17th open in Boston, With beat wishes, 
beheve me, “Truly Yours, 

(Sigued,) «« Traows Pows.” 
+ Mansion Hovsr, 
January 95, 1804." 


g 


1 wn alll & iF POC He iH 
le deat Tear ial eh way b | 
He ea Bh 
afi re qe ody re 3 
Hit tile bad a se Hits ny 
HY ie nih Fe et a 
Hy fH iaciy gis ae Bit a 
jin He ele Hi tell iuayt Hl 
i i i al HIVE aE adel 


to the town of Erie. We retarned by this route, pre- 
ing it to the Lake conveyance, during a high 

and as We D slong the margin of that ahest of water 

we beheld 20 ‘a fow days previously, we beheld it lashed 

into fury by the wind, exhibiting one vast crest of turbulent 

foam on \d san. 


this 

After a delightful trip, wo arrived in Pittsburgh, from 
‘whence we proceeded in @ few weeks to Whesling. On my 
return, Cay ‘Wemym took his departure for the West 
‘Indies, and left, for a time, a void in ‘our family circle, which 

hed Coan ating [mers 8 panied 
wi the little stranger accompanied me 
on a visit of business to Louisville Kentasky. In oar pamage 
down the Ohio, we enjoyed the beantifal scenery of that splen- 
did river. At Cincinnati, where wo remained one night, [ of 
course paid « visit to the theatre, then under the direction of 
‘Bumel and Rowe. of Now Orleans, The proud Queen of the 

Blant Weet is 9 Philadelphia in miniature; the same roy 

rity of building, the same clesuliness of appearance, and the 
came industrious popalation. ‘The citizens who fonuded such, 
‘a place may well proud of their handi-work. Loutaville, 
although s mora active place of business, is far behind Cin- 
ti in what may be termed the piotareeqne and besutifal. 
‘We remained there one week, and ascending the Ohio, returned 
itaburgh to make preparations for the fall season at the 
theatre, which commenced on the 8th of September. The 
company, Mr, John Sefton, William Sefton, Oxley, 0. Porter, 
J. @ Porter, Schinotti, Kent, Lewelleu, De Cordova, J. Reed, 
O, Green, Harris, and Wells, Mrs. 0. Green, Mri, Kent, Mrs. 
Roper, Mra. Lewellen, Mra. La Combe, Mrs. J, Sefton; new 
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“School for candsl,” an the third Attempt, failed to 
of the committee Ives, who gare 
up any further attempt in despair, Jeaving me for the futuro 
to masnage the thentre in my own way, with the promise of 
their future support in any effort which should not be cansi- 
dered ag de ng to a temple dedicated to the muses. 
‘attempt to make one decent house each 


not be relied upon for a longer season than six weeks or ¢wo 


Sinoe my departure from Philadelphia, strange changes had 
taken @. Dnffy and Forrest had *bandoned the Arch 
Btreet Theatre, which Maywood and Co. had taken, leaving 
the Walnut Street withont a tenant, which being advortii 
to let, 1 was deliberating whether to return to the Fast, or to 
bend my couree still farther to the West, towarda Cincinnati 
and Louisville, where the theatres leased by Rumell and 
Rowe, were offered to mo for the winter asazon, when my 
friend George Cook, unexpectedly made his appearance at my 
house, and during dinner, on the Sabbath day, imued his or- 
ders for my immediate departure for Philadelphia, thus:— 
“¥rnok,” said he, “I bave been thinking over your affuirs, 
and I am afraid the Western theatres won't answer your pur- 
pose, you must go over the mountains this eve q at 
‘once secure the Walnut Street Theatre; this city, it is evi- 
dent, will not by itself support a company of actors, and ae I 
brought you here, I feel in daty bound to ses you placed in 
a8 good 8 position aa [ foand yon, whon you adopted my ad- 
vice to try your fortune in this city of iron and smoke.” 

To eight houre I found myself comfortably seated in the 
Pittabargh mail cosch, ‘en route” for Philadelphia, to pro- 
spose for the lease of the Walnut Street Theatre in that city. 
Bo suddenly are resolutions taken, which alter the course of 
events in man’s 

‘When I acrived in the city of brotherly love, the first per 
aon I surprised by my unexpected appearance, was my w 
friend Louia A. , who had become a “ ‘Bonediat™ eine 
‘we parted. I at once communicated to him the object of my 
vinit. He did not seom to think very highly of the specula- 
tion, and even dicanded me from making an offer; but a 
Tetter from Pittaburgh, with orders wll but peremptory, de- 
OS totyelght hous after ival, oll the preliminari 

forty-ei vars wy crrival, gy ive 
wore agreed to. Ment four thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars per year, exclusive of the rooms occupied as bars, 
which, on scoount of & reoant law, prohibiting the granting 
of tavern liceuce to theatres, I to have anything to do 
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with, and an Hocoremranas seco vod ond poet 
, for breaking « law which the manager thonght 
Proper to obey. More of this hereafter, 4 
Tagreed to pay ono thousand dollars in advance upon sign- 
ing the lease, and the stockholders agreed to re-decorate and 
nt the theatra according to a plan furnished hy royaelf. 1 
left them to prepare the lease for signature, while I proceoded 
to New York to complete my arrangements. I remained 
there two days, whero homes Fiynne on behalf of Mr. 
Hamblin, promised many things ch his proprietor after> 
‘wards failed to ratify. 
1 getmmea to Pittabargh on the twelfth day ae my do- 
with my lease in to re for openint 
Pp ek by PM eg Seb nol reg 


ladelphia. 

‘While T was ia Vhilsdelphio, I visited the Arch Street 
Theatre, where Power was performivg as usual, to good 
houses, and J learnt that Mr. Maywood was hourly ex; 
with reoruits from England, for the stock company. There 
were Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lindsay, Mr. Branton, Miss Pelham, 
‘Miss Hiphinston, and Mr. W. E. Burton. The last, the only 

ed to add to the resident talent of the Amerfcan 
although, on his first appearance in Philadelphia, ho 
meet with 2 very favourable reception, No sooner 
had he played Guy Goodluck in “John Jones,” than the Phi- 
Jadelpbians discovered they had acquired an actor worthy to 
‘succeed Jefferson ; and he rapidly rose in estimation, assuming 
at no distant period, the proud title of a auocsssful star; 
rather an nnsual honoar fo a stock actor on the American 
mage. With him originated the Gentleman's Magazine, whic 
he sold to Graham, the present proprietor, to turn managar ; 
an unfortunate in @ pecuniary point of view. 
However, his pride might have been fistt in converting 
Cooke's Circus in Cheanut Street, into the most splendid 
theatre the United States could boast, where for a short 
period he was preeminently snccersfal; but finally ssnk 
‘ander an effort to sgstain = fourth theatre, where al. 
ready established were rapidly changing handa for want of 
support. Mr. Barton as an author, possess talent of no 
‘mean order, and whether as manager, sctor, or author, is alike 
indefatigable, His industry deserves that mocew which the 
‘writer sincerely wishes may ultimately crown all his efforta, 
As an actor, he is entitled to the first rank in his profession ; 
however public opinion may vary upon some points, all will 
admit his title to be just, when pronounced the best low 
comedian of the American 
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Known In the amanls of fama.) to Philadelphia, to decorate 
the tnterior of the theatre, And well did he execute that 
work, The design wm formed thua- cach tier of boxes was 
decorated with painti some celebrated battle 
in the history of the United Btates; around the drom circle 
‘wore placed medallions of the heeds of the Presidents; around 
‘the second tler, the heads of celebrated generals, and around 
fhe hed ter, ‘the hone of the naval heroes; betwoon en 
modattion and ite corresponding painting, was 3 large bor- 
tnished gold star, tho whole forming on a pink ground, the 
ot plowing interior I ever tay, I have seen them more 
gandy, but never one so chaste, 

‘Phe time for opening was fixed for the 22d of December, 
1886, the Mondsy previous to Christmas Day, giving me 
ample time to bring mm season to a successful Seni in 

‘ittaburgh, and to make the necomary arrangements for te- 
fering the olty of Phil after an sbeence of 
eighteen montha, during which Dnify and Forrovt commenced. 
‘tho cumpalyn of 1833 and 1034, at the Arch Btrest Theatre. 
On the 28th of Aurest 1853, with the “Iron Cheat” end tho 
“Young Widow;” J. B. Scott Sir Mortimer, 
‘The stare announced, boing ‘orrest, Master Burke, and 
Mra, Conduit, who afterwards became notorious as the osute 
of Mr, and Mrs. Woody fracas in New York, and this may be 
the mott appropriate place for the following remarks. 


Ma. axp Mas WOOD, 


‘Thun deiaguabed sorallas made thelr Gt eppearanes in 
the United Btates, at the Park Theatro, New York, on the 
10th of Beptember, 1833, us the Princo and Cinderella ; 

at rub Street as above 

fit nt was not a profitable one. It wes not until 
‘the following season, when they produced “La Sommambals,” 
that the thaatro was nightly crowded with delighted anditors 
Tho lady, as Miss Paton, had long enjoyed the reputation af 
alng the best singer of the day, How well she de- 
served that title, let those decide who have beard hor in 
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Gidbelei, Mis Poole, &c. The only thing now wanting to 





is porsecutors. 

‘to act for the benefit of the poor, in 
hint itive rine of Thiledelp ia, during a winter of more than 
common severity; but nobody dreamt of hissing bim from 
the stage, or forcing him to retire from hi profession, becanse 
he denied the right 6f any committee to dispote of his ser- 
‘vicen as they thought proper, or to exact from him two bun- 
red dollars, (the compensation he received for acting nightly.) 
for the namo purpose to which they generously proposed to 
contribute the price i ale . kris ticket. Asa matter of busines 
he refased his profesional cerviees, which nobody premmes 
to my he had nof a Tight to do; but he offered publicly, 
through the nowrpspers, to dowile any sum that either of the 
gentlemen who were x» claworous on the subject of bis refusal 
would give for the relief of the poor, from onr hundred to fee 
kundved dollars; but they declined thia ‘Just modo of testing 
the sincerity of ther charity, designating the proposal sa an 
insult froma purie-proud actor. Much undeserved obtoquy has 
been cast upon Mr. Forreat’s name for the want of feeling he 
exhibited in refusing his professional aid for this benefit; but 
Troan sce no evidence off want of fecting in the proposition 
which scoompanied the refusal, It waa a dctermination to 
maintain the right of control over his businev capital (i. ¢, 
‘his talent.) at the same time that ho waa willing to contribute 
generously to the wanta of the poor. 

‘The demand made upon Mr. Wood was of n similar nature, 
but the exercise of the same control was refused. It was in- 
tended as charity to an individual, a member of the 
feasion, who had not the rlighteat claim upun his caller: 
ation tha¢ abe should ex) and her friends demand, the 
gratuitous services of Mr. and Bra. Wood on her benefit 

me Ldn _ Conduit the Leow sepcista of Mra. 

jaruredly not. They possemed not! common 
the anenviakle title of actesn The attack made upon 
Mr. Wood wan followed up with the terosiey of crsge, sal 
iagracefal to a civilised community. He was, perhaps, 
wise, for he might easily have turned the tide of ‘aler 
fadignation into admiration, by st once acceding, in 
terms, to the wishes of thoeo amembied for the othe srored 


Eid rn Wood Sor tke ads’ beads; bet be pretrred hs 
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independence to hia interest, refusing to yield to threate what 
he had already declined to entreaty. His subsequent con- 
duct, in spitting in the face of the reporter of the Courics 
and Exyvicer—the newapaper which produced the mischief— 
admits of no excuse; but it was a nnnly feeling which prompt- 
ed tho aot, 2 was too young and powerfal to attack an old 
man, for the purpose of” caitigation, without a charge of 
oowardice ; to have challenged him would only have been to 
have subjected himself to a column of abuse in the news. 
papers, on the audacity of an actor, whose lon, it 
‘would have been aatd, exotudes him from the title of gentle- 
man, daring to seek the redress of one. He did it, therefore, 
to provoke from the reporter » demand of that eatinfuetion, 
for an inwalt no gentleman could brook, which he was anxious 
and willing to afford him. But these wholesale assassins of 
reputation always shrink from the responsibility of 
enoounter ; in a court of law, and not the court of A 
Be ag hi rico renting ere Sora, ale i 
venting Bir. ly pursuing his profemion. 
Fier sentence this, for an salt tind by violence, 
iad the er or, the judge, I am in- 
clined to think, would: have Rronouneed no such heavy 
Penal ‘The courta of New York fined Bennett of the 
‘eraid five hundred dollars for libelling a judge, and Wood, 





‘the actor, thousands, for in the face of “one of the 
gentiemen of the pres,” who had not only libelled him, bat 
through the influence of the tor which he wrote, 


fomented n conspiracy which drove him from the 7 
4 The sober second thoughts of {he people convincing them 
that Wood had been most hardly dealt with, and wishing 
onge more to hear the syren notes of Mrs, Wood, he waz in- 
vited to cross the Atlantic, with an ammurance that the part 
tata to yale the Cation Slats tobe oie vawaied, witbont 
i wit 

having given any cause of offence ; but Philadelphia, not New 
‘York, was the soene of his last degradation. 

‘The Opera of “ Norma” had been produced at the Chesnut 
Street Thea ba opera alone can be rendered effective, with 
a full band of instramental 
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and himself agreed to bring what they reprermnted to bo a 
losing engagement to the theatre, to a termination, no allusion 
was made fy either party to the fact of the following night 
being the one appropriated for the benefit of Mr. Bailey, 
Bre Wood at once volunteered her services far a concert, 0 
te given by Mra Bailey, at which Mr. Wood was not 
mitted to sing; he pradently declining to appear when 
rumour pointed out “a row,” without an object, Thus the 
‘Woods ware, a second time, dtiven from the shores of America, 
victims of unjust persecution, Kean, who had offended, was 
severely, but erhups just} r, punished ; Anderson morited hia 
fate, and courted it; but Wood was the victim of newspa} 
violence and misrepresentation, and, to crown all, he had in- 
vested the greater pert of his professions! earnings in the 
stock of the United States Bank—lost—all loat; so that hia 
recollections of the United Btates must be very agreeable; 
and if the notes of himself and his wife were now considered 
aa of little or no value, those he received in return proved 
more worthlest. 

‘The death of Mr. William Forrest caused the Arch Street 
"Theatre to close for the sesson as early as the 4th of February. 
On the 1ith of June, Mr. produced Dr, Bird's new play 
of the “ Broker of Bogota,” written for Mr. E. Forrest. Whyit 
hhaa been so seldom acted, might well be asked; for a# an 
effective soting pay it is any to cither the “ Gladiator” 
or “Orslooma,” from the pen of the same author. 

On the 23rd of August, 1834, Maywood and Co. commenced 
their season, in the Arch Strast atre, with the of 
“ Man and Wife,” and “Simpson and Co,”" Maywood having 
visited England during the vacation, sent over, a recruits, 
Mr, Burton, Mr. Hamilton, Miss Pelham, and Elphin- 
atone, who made their first 8] in the United States 
thus on the 25th of August, Mr, Hamilton as Sir. B, Back- 
bite, and Miss Pelham as Lady Teazle, in the “School for 
Roandal ;* on the 26th, Miss Eiphinstone as Juliet ; and on 
the 3rd of September, Burton, as Dr. Ollapod, in eee re, 


Gentleman,” and Wormwood in the “ Lott ‘icket.” 
Power and James Wallack each for a few ita; and 
‘on the 18th of October, the Btreet Theatre opened 
with “ Romeo and Juliet,” 

‘Mus PHILIPS 


woting the part of Juliet. This young lady's fe in the 
etl wend rf very end dat, and ltengh o 
Ported by Wallack, always a fevourite with the 

Publi, engegement was not an attractive one, 
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managers hed raised the prices—to one dollar, boxes, and 
‘fifty cent to the pit, which, might bave caused the failure, 
more than any eet ot tent thin Philips, who is univer- 
willy respected for her private worth; and having retired 
from the inge, 18 scarcely a fair (yet ake is a very fair) nub 
ject for criticism. 

‘The stara announced were Matthews, J. Wallack, James 
Sheridan Knowles, Mr. Torna, Signor Lens ‘snd’ pupiis, 
‘Miss Philips, Miss Fanny Jarman, and Herr Cline, 

‘On the 27th of October, 1834, 


JAMES SHERIDAN KNOWLES 


played Virginios, in his own play of that name, We had al- 

‘ways supposed Virginfus to be a Roman ; but to wo a Httle 

Iriah slang on this ‘occasion, he was “a Grock"-—what a de- 

tfal {rish brogue he had, ‘This was not tragedy upon 

i Se a Pe oe eee pa Sar aca, 
rma 0 present era of the 

i determined ¢o 


betieg! ealy pak tan § cmidel i to exhibit 
° ly , im to 
himself in a position which his vanity made him fancy ho 
“was fitted for. 1 will not do him the injustice to follow 
through the career of antics he was permitted to play; but 
turn with pleasure to the record of the reception given to his 
Uterary talent, leaving his acting where it is, and from whenoa 
no labour can remove it—the theme of laughter to those 
‘whom he has made his brethren of the sock and baskin—the 
On the 8th of November, 8 public dinner was given to the 
dramatist, at the Masonic Hall, by many of our citizens, 


at which’ Matthews was prevent; and where justion was 
rarded to one whote playe bad for year delighted his hosts, 
‘Upon this occasion, and in such « scene as this, Knowles was 
at home—bis humonred blarney making every one 
present pl ‘with himself, and consequently pleasing 
body. Whoever had the good fortune to be prerent at 
this dinner, will remember it with feelings of plessure— 
where the foast of reason and the flow of soul imparted 
‘warmth and hilarity to the dullest te 

On the 10th of November, Mat after an absence of 


4 


W 
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" word for word, beforo sn American audience, and 
pe han to Judge on ther their own soil whether he hed dor 
fy misrepresented them. His expected acquittal was 
bis ent of his jury: and the result aided. the 
ation which followed his return to England. It 
eee oe of egret to me, that I arrived from Pittsburgh 
twenty-four hours too late to shake hands with him. 
tarted for New York the very day I returned to Philadelphia, 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


Return from Pittsburgh, Eelipsc of the Sux, Opening of tho American 
‘Thoatre, Walnut Street. Gratifying Reception. Mr. Ouley. Mr. A, 
Zante 





thefirst Season. Introduction of Mr. Hadawsy tothe Walnut Street 
‘Theatre. 


On iy 29th of November, 1034, the Pittsburgh Theatre 
closed its third Seqson, having been open seventy-five nights, 
during which Gouffos, p (the lonkey man) Miss Mary Jaf, 
Mr. Charles Mason, ‘Mr. Cooper, and Miss Pris. 
cilla Gooper, (re Robert Wyler,) dir. A. Addams, and Mx. 


On ike it of December, I started with my family in the 
Good Intent Mail line, for Philadelphia ; and in our progross, 
‘witnessed an oclipse of the sun at the top of the Alleghany 
mountains, the most beautiful and sublime sight over sem 
from such’ position—the shadow of darkness on the trees, 
looking indeed like the shadow of death, as described in the 
Pilgrim's Progra, 

On Monday, the 22nd of December, 1894, ncoording to mgt pre 
vious announcement, I opened the American 
nut Street with the following com; anys ohn Be Sefton, 
‘William Sefton, B. Connor, John Mills Brown, Charles Porter, 
J. G. Porter, Charles Thorne, A. Jackson, W. Kont, Schinotti, 
‘De Cordova, Lewellen, Rodney, Caldwell, Mestayer, B: 
Fenner, Forreat, Wemyss, and Barrymore; Prompter, Mr. 
Huntley; Miss Mary Duff, Mrs. Daff, Mre, Kent, Mra, Thorne, 
Mrs. Conduit, Mrs, Cooke, (Mra, Roper.) Mra La Combe, 
Me. Brown, Mrs Jackson, Miss Charnock, Miso Bath, 

im Pearce, fias Gillespie, Barrymore wes the stage 

+ Clemens, the lesder of the orchesira; the fie, PI: 
‘Wild Ota," and the faroe, the © Diath Belle 
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as Rover, my reception was most gratifying to my Pro 
poten ‘Rucmiat with the usual demonstration 
the appearance of an old favourite, a8 the curtain fell ing 
the last act of the ras us loud talled for, and received 
by such applame 23 lot of anactor, Tho 
farce of “Dumb Bal? inteodoead John Sefton, after an 
absence of some years; it was admirably acted, and at the 
close of the performance, I was: called before the curtain, 
and while bowing my peat paler an auditor propoved 
three cheers for the mucoess of Mr. Wempa and the Ames 
Theatre; which were given with a hearty good will. 

‘The firat drama I produced, was “The Golded Farmer,” in 
which Mr John Sefton laid the foundation of his theatrical 
fame, To him this part, which he at first refused to play, 
‘and to the last moment grumbled about, has put more 
into his pocket, than all the catalogue of parts ho aver 
put toge “At the Franklin Theatre in New-York, under 
‘the management of Dinneford, he played thia part one hundred 
Genes, Ceelig tho Arsh soul, 6 dkieg Withoed precoden} in in 
She aanals of the American sage, itr blar or ne, Mr. 


Safton had in his articles at vill, no, by 

wich be had the sight te choows his'pest 

‘persons, ie hme at nor han ow i omedy part 

‘ piece, and be insisted on Harry Hammer ; but Bar- 
more insisted that he was only man ja the theatre ft 
his “ thief” in the “ Golden Farmer.” It was finally loft 





i sdmitted 
ight of having ha namo placed ix lrge Tetier on the plsy- 
"The “Amazon Sisters,” followed the “Golden Farmer,” in 


Ms A. ADDAMS, 


after eo long on abeuce from PhilnJelpbin as to have boon al- 
most forgotten, made his bow tv a crowded house, in the 
gharacter of Haunlet. Had he permitted mo to choose, it 
‘would have been either Damon or Virginius, He pleased hin 
audience, but in either ot the latter characters he would hnve 
carried them away with him triumphantly, Why Hamlet 
should be selected by so many clever young men to try their 
power, is a subject mpon which pares might be written, Of 
all the characters of Shakspeare, the melancholy Prince of 
Doumark ia the most difficult to attain excellence in. John 
Kemble, Charles Young, Edmand Kean, and Janivs Booth, 
are the only actors who have, in my wind, appruached the just 
conception ot this part { do not like Mucruady, with ail hie 
study—he ia too eold and constraimd: and although A. 
Addams’ sereaeesice is on a pat with E, Forrest's, yet the: 
‘both want that finish vo requisite to complete the picture, ne 
ther of them having spy pretensins ubove mediocrity in this 
character, Addams played twelve nighla, on each eucoenive 
performance rising in favour, until he was Saed so firmly in 
the good opinion of the audience, that nothing has Leen able 
to destroy his popularity, and no man has laboured harder to 
effect t~—disappointing his audienos frequently, yet alwoys 
forgiven, aud always received with kindness on his return to 
reason, ¢o offend in a aimilar manner on some occssion when 
bis services were most needed. 

Gifted by nature with a commanding person, not only a 
handsome, hut an expressive countenance, a voice capable of 
being modulated to the tones of the softest flute, yet power- 
fal enough to out-rant the loudest lungs of any actor wlio ever 
tore a passion to rags, Mr. Addams should have distanced all 
competitors. He is the only one who ever had a chance of 
Hs sidh of ("par excalonge) Atmeriaan trogedin, The 

itle of the (* par o: . The 
genius of ‘Adama ia superior to that of any American actor, 
atthe study and applcalton requisite to make that genius 
available, was wanting. While Forrest, by tact in the manage- 
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ment with me, which should have been profitable to us both? 
‘was of no service fo Aim, and a positive loss to me. No one lav 
houred harder than myself to reclaim him. That he bas 
chosen to throw away such advantages is a source of regret to 
all his friends. 

‘On, Tuesday, tho 27th of January, took place the first 
benefit in aid of the Fand for the Support of Disabled Fire- 
men. Tho louse was filled; A acting Damon, end 
Oxloy, Pythias, ‘The following Address was written by Robert 
'T, Cunrai, on the occasion, and delivered by F. U. Wemya: 


ADDRESS, 


oThe city shumbers : o'er sts silent walls 
‘Night's dusky mantlo, soft and silent, fells s 
Sicop o'er the world slow waves its wand of lead 
‘Anil ready torpors wrap each sinking head 5 
‘SHILA Is tho stir of labour and of Ufo, 
Muah'é le the bur, and tranquillix'd the strife 
‘Man fa at rost, with all bis hopes and fears, 


Andalamber mnlles upon her tranquit brow; 

Bright are her dreams—yee, bright as heaven's own biue, 
Pure ns ita Joye, and gentle as is dew ; 

‘Thoy lead ber forth slong the moonllt tide, 


‘When, bark { ch, horror [what « crash is there !— 
‘What shriek is that which lls the midnight air? 

'Tis Sre~'tis fret She wakes to dream no more; 

‘The hot blast rushes through the blasing door, 

‘The room is dima’d with smoke, and, hark, that ery 








‘Along the crackling stairs they wildly play, 

‘And roar, exulting, as they selze thelr prey ; 
«Help! help !=teill no one come ?* she exn no more, 
But, pale and breethless, sinks upon the floor, 


‘Will no one seve thee ? Yee, there yot is one 
Remains to seve, when hope itself ie gone; 
‘When all have fied, when all but he would fly, 
‘The fireman comes to reeeue, of to dis ! 

‘He mounts the siair—it wavers ‘neath his tread, 
Ho pooks the room, flames flashing round his heed, 
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Ho bursts the door, he lifts her prostrate frame, 
‘And turns again to brave the raging flame. 
‘Tue fire-blast smites him with Its stifling breath, 
‘The falling timbers menace him with death, 
And sinking floors his hurtied stops betray, 
‘And ruin crashes round his dosperate way; 

Hot smoke obscurea, ton thousand cinders rise, 
‘Yot still he staggers forward with his prisos 
‘Ho leaps from burning stair to stair—On! on ! 
‘Courage !—one effort more, and all is won ; 
‘Tho stair {4 passed, the biasing hall fn braved, 
SUI on—yet on—once more! thunk heaven, she'y waved ! 


‘Tho hardy seaman pants the storm to brave, 
fortune woos him from the 
‘Tho soldier battles “nosth the smoky cloud, 
For glory’s bows ls painted on the shrouds 
‘The fircrnan also dare each shape of death, 
But not for fortunc’s gold, or glory’s wreatt 
‘No selfish throbs within their breasts are known, 
‘No hope of praise or proft cheors them on, 

‘They ask no meed, no fame, and only sock 

‘To ubield the suffering, and protect the weak + 
For this, the howling midnight storm they woo, 
For this the raging flames rush fearless through, 
‘Mount the frail rafter, head tho smoky hall, 

‘Or toil, woshrinking, * neath the tottering wall ; 
Nobfer than those who, with fraterual blood, 
‘Dye the dread Seld, or tinge the shudd'ring floods 
(O’er (heir firm ranks no crimson banners 
‘They dare, they suffer—not to slay, but sav 
At sueh a sight, Hope amilcs more heavenly bright, 
Pale, ponsive Pity trembles with dclight, 

‘And soft-eyed Mercy, stooping from above, 

‘Drops a bright tear—a tear of Joy and love. 











And should the fireman, generous, true, and brave, 
Fall, a» he tolls the weak to shield and save? 
Shall no kind friend, no minist'ring hand be found 
"Fo pour the balm of comfort in his wound * 

Or should he perish, shall his orphan sy, 

" He died for them—but what for us do they?” 
Bay ia it thus we should bis tolls requite ?— 
Forbid it justice, gratitude, and right : 

Forbid it, ye who dread what he endures, 

Yorbsd it, ye whose alumbers he secures, 

Forbid it, yo whose hoards he toils to save, 
‘Forbid it, 111 ye generous, just, and braves 

‘And, above all, be you his friends, ye fair, 

For you were ever his especial care ; 

Give to his cause your miles, your gentle ald— 
‘The fireman's wounds are heal'd, the orphan's tears nro Mayed. 
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At the close of the performance 1 was called before the 

gutain, to return thanks on behalf of the committee, which 
i 

On the following evening, I produced “ Zanthe,” founded 
upon Kenney’s tragedy of “ Hernani,” which had failed at the 
Chemut Street Theatre, with Mr. Charles Kean fur the Hero. 
‘The seoret of this wplendid drama, which is now vivid in the 
recollection of the audience, wor simply this:—I was pre- 
paring “ Goxtavus," with o Boll Musqué, to surprive the citi 
eng, when by some meuns Maywood & Co. were apprised of 
my movements, and endeavoured to forestal them. Much to 
my annoyance they announced “Gustavus,” and prodnoed it 
‘on the night of my benefit, Barrymore, whose fertile genius 
Jn « theatre was nover os lous, came in and perosived by my 
face that something more than common was the matter. 
handed him tho play-bill containing the announcement of 
what we intended to be our great card, and for which Russel 
Smith, Landers, and the wardrobe keepers, had been working 
inoessuntly from the night the theatre opened. He burst out 
into w hearty laugh, a1 ing me upon the shoulder, said, 
# Never mind, governor, we will give thom a Roland for sn 
Oliver; let thea have ‘Gustavus, we will give them B coro 
nation a8 well as a ball masque, and not lose an hour either. 
Yo trinmphe !"—and away he went. In something less than 
an hour, he returned in high glee, “All right, my master, 
and Wednesday aball seo us in a new style ‘this audi- 
‘onee, or I will forfeit my head." Wednesday did seo us tri- 
cumphantly snocaaful. For eighteen nights “ Zanthe" crowded 
the theatre ; but all is not gold that glitters, Notwithstand- 
ing we received in four nights, two thousand two hundred 
and sixty-five dollars, yet the a1 was unequal to the ex- 
penditure, The extra expense nightly, rasa band, 20 
dollars, four drummers. 3 dollars, one hundred and twenty- 
five snperumerarie, 26 dollara 25 oents, wax candies, eon 

1s every three nights, ny 7 dollars, two poun at 

3 dollars, 50 centa~7 dollars; in all, 63 dollars, in addition 
to the dresses and pro] ich were in Barrymore's 
‘usual style of extra And if “Zanthe” was found at 
the ond of the season in debt to the treasury, it bad given us 
& reputation for spectacle which has served the Walnut Street 
for capital, over since the memorable 28th of January, 1836. 
Ta ancocus was perfect, and taught the managers of the aristo- 
oraticsl theatre, “pradence.” They never attempted the 
same thing again ; but quietly suffered me to enjoy my repu- 
tation ae a minor tl 

‘The favour with which “Zsathe” was reosived, induced me 
to revive “Tom and Jerry” with new scones, and. ‘pre 
party on the same scale sa when firet produced at the 
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‘Stroct, in 1823, under Warren and Wood. The 9th of Feb- 
ruary saw the curtain ready to rise upon a houscof 482 dollars. 
Every thing promised a rich harvest; all wan marred by the 
misconduct of Mr, William Sefton, who was the Jerry of the 
cvoning. is brother John first called my attention to him 
during the opening chorus. It was evident he was in such 
aoetate of intoxication, that if he got through the part, it 
would be a miracle. My piece wes evidently sacrificed, and 
rand up my mind to endure the mortification aa best I might, 
rosolved that in its person, such an occurrence ahould never 
take place again, At the conclusion of the second act, while 
I was giving rome directions to the waster carpenter, belng 
dremed at the time for Palsteff, in the “ Masquerade" one of 
the carpenters in running across the stage, slipped and fell 
Fetwoon my lope In endeavouring to rise, he brought mo to 
the floor with him, fulling on me and twisting my leg under 
him. This accident lamed mo for life, For twelve months 
1 was unable to walk without the aid of s stick, and never 
perfectly recovered the ue of my knee, Therefore, I have 

vause to remember, “Town and Jerry.” 
On the 23rd of March, “Tho Last Days of Pompeii” was 
Ersiend ‘with twonty-two vew scenes, painted by Ruasel 
ith, ‘The design of tho Jast suone wae truly maguitiont ; 
but whether by accident or de }, failed on the firwt night. 
I was present at this rej for Burrymore had ES 
mised to outdo himself: and he certainly kept his word. io 
three first acts had procueded much to the satisfaction of the 
‘Audience, when Barrymore came forward and prepared them 
for a failure, by stating that his last act had never been re- 
heared. Blunder succeeded blunder, until, to crown tho 
whole, the quick match which should have fired Vesuvius, 
‘was ous, and passing backwarda and forwards on the traveller 
like = squib, waa the only eruption which was to bury 
Pom Down came the curtain amid the jeers and Jaughter 
of the audience. Barrymore, balf crazy, aelzed one of the 
nide lights, and, at the risk of having his cyes blown out, held 
the lamp until the powder iguted. A most brillinnt display 
of fireworks mecocded, , snd determined that the 
audience should see what effect his last xoene had been in- 
tended to produce, ie insisted upon raining the curtain; but 
the carpenter, whose duty i was to attend to this mutter, 
had left bia poat. Up went Barrymore himself, the fire- 
worka biasing away all thiv tie: und very well worth 
peeing they were—but powder won't burn fur ever. Just 
as he succeeded in raising the curtain, the last upark oa- 
ploded in a puff of powder, und all was durknem. Such # 
‘roar of laughter, and such a shower of hiuses followed, thet 
ore an out of the thestre to avoid the ahame sad 
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mortification of mesting ‘of ibe actors, Of course the 
fato of the “ Last of bompell™ was scaled. It cost 
fenty three hundred ‘and wat played six nights only, 
duced me f+ harry on the benalits aa fast a6 peeble ; 
and the soason closed on the 11th of April, with Connor's 
benefits you: coy Dae who, from this very failing Piece, ia 
mbich ho zeted Glaucus, became one of rhe mort most popular 
stosk actors over known in l’hiladelphis: thus ing thet 
it x indeod an ill wind that blows nobody good, The receipts 
of the weason amounted to twenty-seven thousand nine hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars, which, for ninetyaix nights, 
gives an in average of 201 dollars per 
Tho th entre again on t May, with Yankee 
‘Bill, who ios vgn bd homer followed by 
Mr. ind Miss © ‘Sheridan Knowles 1 played Icilius, for 


inis ; torerey, it rs the kindness = the author's heart, 
‘iss Emoia Wheatley and Master Bowers, Mr. Charles 
Eaton j and finally, Coney oe Blanchard, with their dogs 
fector and Bruin, and Jim Crow Rice, This season 
diadieioun Hat snoceeded in establishing the Wa *Walnat 
Street ass winter theatre, I should have been content ; bub 
footie raga ‘been looked upon heretofore ae 


fhe ci nich at mo eleven or twelve hundred dollars 
during the fifty-six nighta it wa open. and is only remarkable 
for hoving introduced Hadsway to this theatre, who became 5 
reigning favourite during the whole of my carcer as maaager. 


Fe 


CHAPTER XXVIIL 


Madame Celeste, “Tho Bhod Beggar of Bethnal Green.” Sheridan 
Knowles, Entma Wheatley. Mr. Austin’s Farewell Benefit. A tad 
Misappotntment, Mus Booth. Abbott es “Hamlet” Balls. John 
Reeve. ‘Actors, aod thelr Imitators. Complimentary Benefit to Mr. 
‘W.H Wood. Brough. Mr.and Mz, Wood, Great Sueceas of “La 
Sommambula,” 


J wore now proceed to trace the progress of the Chesnut Streat 
Theatre. from the time of my opening. On the sume night, 
Dee. 22d, Celeste, whose career in Europe had added to 

previoudy acquired fame, played in the “ Wizard Skiff,” and 
the “ Wept of the Wish-ton-wish.” Elliot offered tu come to 
the American atthe omctasion of Mi proseat t. 1 
‘unfortunately declined the proposition, because I considered 
the terms exorbitant, thus losing a good auxiliary, and, what 
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ld have been of far greater consequence, d May. 
and Co,, a the sequel proved, of their Ricaptredb pd 
alwaya to bo relied upon, star of the season. Un tho 
‘Mins Philips was annonnced to play Mra, Beverly, bat 
ot arrive, in consequence of some accident on the rail- 
the, however, appeared the following evening, On the 
January, “Qustavus” was produced. (n the 12th, 
Vheatley, and on the 1ith, James Sheridan Knowles, 
wonderfal Diavolo Antonio, and hia equally won- 
. On the 20th, Knowles produced his own pay 

ind Beggar of Bethnal Green,” playing 1 
himself, Emma Wheatley supporting the character 
‘Bess, The play made no great {mpresion, and was acted 
analy 4 few nights, After this, Knowlen gave a ncrien of 
Tectures on dramatic literature. Hero “ Richard waa himself 
spin in such a sphere he moved without a rival, and those 

heard these lectures were warm in their expremions of 
edmiration ; but I doubt if the author realised much money, 
however he increased by them his litcrary fame. Mrs. 
Austin’s farewell! benefit, and lant appearance, was announced 
for the 16th of Febraary, the playing Ariel in the 
Tempest,” and Zulims in “ Abou Jiawan.? Tho house waa 
& very indifferent one, the weather very bad: und the mana- 
gers announced ancther night for that parpore, Feb, lth, 
when she made her last to tho Philadelphia public, 
wa the Princess in “ Mi nd * Cinderella,” after & 
residence of eight Zam in the United States, during which 
time she laboured hard, and succesfully too, to srtablish a 
taate for English opera; and her reception induced others, of 
higher talent, to cross the Atlantic in search of fortune. The 
Cheenut Street Theatre closed for the weason on the 2lut of 
February, with Mrs, Ternan’s benefit; the pieces, “ Fazio,” 
and “The Young Wido purpowe of closing, the 
avowed neceasity of reducing tho price of admimion to the 
standard of last year, 

I must now travel across the Allophanies, and bring my fall 
season in Pittsburgh to w clove, which commenced on the 
17th of October, 1835, with A. A, Addams ay amon. He 
‘wus always a sure card with the citizens of Pittsburgh; and 
started the neason with a houso to tho tunevof 259 dollar; 
his benefit 313 dollara; after which 1 dexpatched him ueroex 
the mountains to play “Jack Cade” at tho Waluut Strout 
‘Theatre, Murdock made bis first attempt as a “star,” aided 
iy Me ‘Vos, Hill, and afterwards by Conner and Miss Mury 

+ he was not considered of sufficient importance. He 
had two benefit, neither of them worthy of a stock actor in 
cogunon favour with his audience. Aided on the occasions by 
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other wlars, the firt hones amonnted to 18h dollars £0 cents, 
and the second to 158 dollars 7h cents. 

Music being the order of the diy, ( made on arrangement 
with John Phony: on Norton, Hfont, Teast and Ciofli, on their 
‘way to New Orleans, to stop fonr nights at Pittsburgh, A 
smbsoription paper was well filled to insure ime from lom in 
this attempt and on the second of November my box-sheet 
presented the unusus! apectacle of five hundred places secured : 
‘aven what are termed the “ flies” were taken, Night a] 

proached, but with it eame not the stars of the evening; the 
aot beat t bringing me the very consolatory information, that 
in despite of warning, had insisted on taking Leech’s 
ioc of Boats instead of the Expres line, and that is all pro- 
bability the gentlemen would arrive about four o'clock on the 
following morning. The practised by this line often. 
‘a. eource of annoyance from which there waa no redress; 
it 1 had cautioned Mr. Norton in Phitadelphia, and he there- 
fore sinned with his eyes open. I had to call upon Mardoch 
fo aid me by playing Dick Dick Deshall in “ My Ant,” and re- 
turned between ti ised preter ingent cg enti freegers 
Nor was this the worst of the low: ‘at least half of those wi 
ee Tagore for the four nights at once withdrew thelr 
were so much offended as to abstain from 
vidtivg a theatre the season; it was not, 
‘therefore, in the best of humours Imet the bah iemorig 
wt the breakfast table. performed on the second of 
‘November to 280 dollars, on the fourth to 11 dollar, and on 
tho fifth to 232 dollars. The three houses scarcely yie] as 
much as the first would have done, bey one dg yd but of the 
four lost atogether. For ‘Teovived only 
‘an allowance of fifty dollars from our original engagement. 

On the 7th of November Mr. and Mra. Ternan aj in 
“Fasio” and “ Persoustion.” On the 20th of November, Mire 
‘Booth (now Mrs, Charles Burke) took her first Denefit, "This 
young lady improved rapidly in her profession, and at this 
‘early period of her career gave of her fature popu- 
img 'S She was a great favourite with a portion of the audi- 
ence, although her style of acting was by some considered a6 
coarse and vulgar—wanting the refinement necessary to per- 
sonata a lady ‘apon the stage, and spprosching in soramy i 
of character nearer to the manners of a chambermaid. Logan 
boat mu all chs soason in the roosipis of bis benefit; und’ on 
the 28th of November the theatre closed, a ural, with my 
Denefit, Miss Ann Alin Von Hl, Revi, In six weeks 

Addams, Maniock, Mies ‘Norton, Hunt, ‘Trust, 
Cici, Mr. and Mra Ternan, Mr. Couner, and Mie Mary Dat 
a] ‘so that the worthy citisens of Pitteburgh aot 

ith justios complain of the want of attraction. 
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On the 19th of October“ Tall it not in Oath, publish tt 
not in the streets of Ascalon!" Mr. Abbot made his first 
appsrane atthe Cheat Sexe Thste at Hamish, “On 
ae 

Deshe actore in England muppose that Americans wre 
totally i of the position they ocoapy in their 
teak, Socie own country? ‘et, in 7 bt dy Tere 
mepited to even, second ae 
eer ce eemeneeen 
jonging to the British stage, jo of better thin; 
beveg retenaions as s genteel of repute, Weoould 


drama; but as trgedian,cepeble of playing Hamlet, it waa 
impossible he could succeed, and thor ‘may 
have met in this oateer is ete atbuid to hs own lak 








orally agrecsble, 
fist of hee ao “cir, laced bayod the sphere 
As ya sompene ll mit i bm hl fl op 


+ He war fellow of Infinite worth.’ —Swannreaan, 


qriiis Bae Wheatley was the next lat, flowed by the 


succosafal Colette, producing with great effect the 
S Devil's Daughter,” ae Donraaeet the announcement of 
her one bundred and one (more ror ln farewell bolt, with 


* Viotorie,” and the “ Spirit 
Balle rade his first teoeoraeee in in Philadetphia on the 16th 
of November, as Vspid, in the “ Dramatist,” and the Three 





the 17th ef December, 1836, one of the drellast of all 
eomedians appeared in the person of 


Ma JOHN REEVE, 


and s bright viotim to conviviality. From an actor 

and merriment did keep his audience in » reer, 
to the besotted buffoon, uttering his own conre 
gat jokes to make the million langh, and the judicioat 
ve; rarely treating his audience to the words of the 

, bat by hia rare comic powere, retaining pouession of 
Kindly feelings to the leat moment of his career, Nature 
hhad endowed him ‘with such rich powers of mimicking, that 
hho dared to enter the field sguinst the Matthews, on his own 
and with succes, in u piece called “1, 3, 3, 4, 5, by 
vercigement," in which he soted on his firet appearance in 


zy & 


rte 


‘As an aotor, he was a epoilt child. From the night of his 
first appearance in the English Opera Hones, he gained a 
place in the good graces of his audience; and aa a “droll,” 
‘was little interior to Liston, the great buffoon of the English 

Reeve never knew the excitement or privation of the 
Mrolling aotor’s career. His first attempt was made in the 
‘metropolis ; 
Saat of is pi diminished 
favour of the andience at the Adelphi Theatre, When he 
Razed Bob Acres, in Sheridan's play of “The Rivals,” in 

*hiladelphia, he found himsalf charged with the high crime 
and misdeweanour of being an imitator of Burton, whose 

rity had been acquired by s close imitation of the best 

ina in Rootes ating. Thi a nt an ogee 
veatricals; first impressions, if favonrable, beating 
‘weight in the minds of auditors. Miss O'Neit is said t bave 
formed her style of acting from Miss Walstein, who was 
ejected in London, as an imitstor of Miss O'Nei!—Biliston, 
fo is ees etc 

o jrown, who, in oomedy, 
ite rhsintios supa le Spine a 

ic. jen 0} 6 
Bison ‘were rejected as grt 3 bat Reeves 
failuce in America was owing more to his intemperate habits, 
‘than any other cause ; increased, perhaps, by the mortification 
of finding bimself considered second to an artist whose greatest 
seats staat he ala imitate such an sotor aa John Reovo 


mi re 
‘On the 18th of J: ‘Mr. and Mrs, Wood appeared in the 
t id of Zdab,” aided by 


i 








opers of * The Maid of 
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Mz. BROUGH, 


who mado his first sppearance on the Philadelphia atage, in 
thia opera. 


There was a jolly miller ouce Inet on the River Dee, 
‘Be drank and sang from moru to might, no one more blythe than he; 
And this the burden of his song, forest used to be— 
‘Teare foe nobody, no not 5, ance nobody cares for me,” 


Here is at once a character of my good natured friend Brough, 
a better companion over # boon or a hottle, than an actor upon 
the stage. Asauinger, a valuable adjunct to Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Wood, and like # satellite, deriving Insre from theit superior 
fame, Ho bas travatled throughvnt the United States, roapected 
wherever he went, and his abvence rezrettud ax the Inas of & 
capital good fellow, over ready to perform a generons action, 
qeeking his reward in the cunsoiowness of having performed & 
Pisssing duty to one of his fellow beings. Long may his jovial 

igh ring over the hoard of fintivity, and success crowa him 
‘wherever he goes, Il1s name in thesiricalmust be a-socinted 
with “La Somnambula,” aud will descend to posterity, so long 
aa the charming muvic of that opera retains a place in overy 
lady's musical port folit. 

“La Somnambula” was acted for the first time in Philadel- 
phia, on the 11th of February, 1836, and for fifteen conseontive 
Rights held possesion of the town—the Chesnut Streat Then- 
tre closing on the 25th of February, for the esason, the engage- 
ments of Mrs. Wood elsewhero, preventing « longer stay ; hay: 
ing acted in Philadelphia, from the 16th of January until the 
‘26th of February. 





CHAPTER XXX, 


Discoveries in the Soon, Sol. Smith ex, the Memtmonkey. “The 
‘Spirit of °76." Coney snd Blanchard. ‘The ‘infernal Machine.” 
‘Oponing of the Theatre io Washtugton. A Drunkrn Ghost im ** Hem- 

he Jewess.” Mr. Murdoch. +A Curious and Interesting 

Beene. News of the Capture of Saute Anna, Closo of the Walnut 

Street. ‘The Wilnmgton Theatre, Indifference of the people of Wil- 

mington to Theatricals, 


‘Tue American ‘Theatre in Walnut Street opened for the sea- 
fon on the 22nd of Au, 1836, with “Richard the Third,” 


Booth playing Bi. to 556 f 
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a fellow 

Who langied arly ax why of the audience, 

On the 15th of February, James Wallack commenced a short 

and very unprofitable 1 T 

8 grt trap x obtaining bi Linown what 

iE tRarwards—that in concluding this engagement 

I was enabling Maywood & Co. to continue, for twelve nights 

;, their tmcoemfal career with the Woods, which Mr. 

‘Wallack’s tine would have interrupted, Ishould not have been 

Sool eel as en. Feehan ee 

ning for themselves, 

‘the Annual Benedt to the Firemen's Fund took 

iace on the 18th of ror, and even with the aid of Mr. 

being all the a the monk Vid Tyg vert tht care 

over 

ear rd Sgaubiadn he 

ars 1y 68 dollar, He never on any engage: 
8 Seat as fo me 


Prosenting every nation on the face 
an im nature, that I boldly assert, ‘pomne has 
never equalled in Amerios, or a anywhere. The 
beauty and variety of costume, a tableaux on which 
eye rested with feclings of delight, ‘Tho far-famed 
*Naind Queen” bed no single scene that compare with 
the Soona of the Tete” althoogh as x whole fy far 
murpamed it, having something like 


‘withdrawn to make room for 


an Se eee Ta art ach night's 
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Fer doch, with whom I had entered into an engagement te 

yy him 275 dollars per month, for three months, and take 
Bn? proceeds of his benefits, made his frst appearenee at the 
‘Walnut Street Theatre, under my management, a Rover 
Wild Oats." on the 12th of March. Hie told some ove, in 
Lene confidence, and that uaSody repeated it to 

that fe had no iuterest in the Teoeipte on his benefit 

ta, 80 that all the advantazs | expected to reap from the 

wartenct ‘was lost, and at the expiration of the time T dee 

clined renewing it, or making him any further offer, but euoh. 

sone as I made to Hadaway, Conner, and others Togulety ie 

in the theatre. ‘Thus terminated, on the 2nd of y, 
attempt to make a “star” of Mr. James E, Murdoch 

hia native Pciey—not zauoh to the ratisfaction of either party, 

‘That pear was not ripe. 

On the 25th of May a soone occurred of such a charnoter, 
not often witnessed within the walls of a thestre. The per 
formance announced was “Othello,” and “ Perfection ;” 
‘proceeds to be appropriated in aid of the people of Texts, the 
public fe ermpaty eo ing deeply ‘excited by the fall of the ‘Alamo, 

and the inhuman butchery of Fanning and his associates 
News of the capture of Santa Anna arri feed in the city, am 

‘Mr. Coffee, of the Exchange Reading Room, knowing the. 
Colonel Childers of Texea was at the Walnut Strect Theat 
‘with the Texan Commntiiog, came direatly to the thontre wit 
@ lip received from Nvw York. Colonel Thomas Florence, a 
member of the Committe, read it from the boxes, flicittng & 
most enthnsisatic cheera. Colonel Childers ad the 
audience in o complimental striin, and alluded to the threat 
made by Sante Annt, “to place his blood-red banner of Mextoo 
on the dome of the Capitol of Washingtan;” and reversing the 
picture, adverted to the period, when it was not improbable 
that the Star Spangled Biauor, aiding the Lone Star of Texas, 
woutd float from tho gilded domes of Mexico, asm sign tha 
the tyrant had fallen—thut the people were free. 

‘The theatre closed on the 4th of Jniy, with the “ Boston 
oe Pitan sree Bret Games ad of April fer the 

e Pittal uy -atre opened on the 21 April, for 
pring soon, ted closed on the 14th of May. The stars who 
wine with the exception of Herr Cline, presented not & 


brilliant array 

°Ga the 20th of May I opened the Theatre in Wilmington, 
Delaware, » very ite, snag afar, bat ont of place in mach a 
city. Notwithstanding Conner, Miss Mary Daff, Mardosh, 


0: and Mis Terman in six week 
the Wie reupia eountnd only 66 dallas’ an ate of 








CHAPTER XXXI. 





tation, superior even te the Bowery, in 

Re stage relaid. Of two evils I chose the least; and, at a cont 
of one thousand dollars, Mr, Sanders, and hie asaistanta, com» 
we srittcalty nes Miss Waris insion, 

new difficnlty now arose, ing, upon perm! 
bed nee Boting for ix baer ae ee Mr, Ham 
in the music composed ir, Henry Alien, expressiy 
for her voice. I now wanted her assistance ; sl fosed to 
retnrn, and falfl her engagements. Mr. and Mra. Muzzy, also, 
having had overtures from Mr. Barry, also violated their cone 
tract. Mr. and Mrs. Houpt, who were engaged, sleo rofnsed 
to come to Philadelphia, having made their arrangements 
with me the means of obtaining their own terma with Polby, 

‘Mr. Collingbourne, and Mr. and Mre. Wataon, 1 had volunt 
Yeleased. Mrs, Willis waa engaged at the Park Theatre, New 
York: and to her kindness in foregoing, under these ciroum- 
stances, a more cligible situation, was I indebted for the 


pening at the appointed time, but not with the ap 
mt 
dbat 








means of o 

pointed picos, ‘The “ Broose Horse” was not produced w 

the Sis of August; and is the first piece upon record 1 

ever ran ity nights in one ecason, in the city of Philadelphia 
on Betnrday, the 27th of August, with the * Bato 

of and the * May Queen.” The money eaved by the 
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to state your sentiments, Nor did he consent to make another eugage- 
‘est ll the Wednaeday following, and then only after eoneuting Wich 
- Slenpece, 


«* You admit that the failure of the mails was the exuse of his not re 


duvedful I ever encounterd=-two nights oul, in an open board box, balf 
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‘tress to death, tind nearly buned a mow—becsase they were the first, 
though severe panamees, for commuittag « most glaniog act of folly. I 
took exception to what seemed a capricious movement without ruticlent 
motive, because the time mbsequent to the expurstiot of the first week 
wea unfilled by any one else, and had, (apparently, at lesst,) a wish to 
exclude me from partorpstmg im the next, for the mere purpose of ex- 
elumon, Ibave no reson to complain of Pittsburgh; bed as it was, at 


power of 

#* Mr. Jackson told me the whole of your eommuntostion about myself, 
also the words, until you bear from me sgain;' but this did not alter the 
pontion m which I was pliced, beceuse we hed no reason to enpposs that 
at would bem two days, as you did not atate when. It s# evident there 
‘waa n conspiracy of the elements to thwart onr prospects, im which I was 
‘s material sufferer 1m mind, body, and estate; and wo can only fall beck 
upon the melancholy consolation afforded by the proverb, ‘bed now, 
Detter another tirses’ Dat that other time must be the better by being 


jer, 
“Yours over (December excepted), 
©" Higway J, Prow® 


Fyndered meanziows to Spr 
a meege ae 
coor brad be ‘Batler’s Oompan ys at the he Hay. 


ot Dato, oe be wasthe riginal Thomas 
In ths “Bloop Walkes and by hisceoullant toting of an 
nificant part, sided materially in the muooow of the pieos. 
then returned to his native country, (for Finn was an 


E 


this engagement, he , Paul Pry, Pats 

tale, taeeora Hap wd Hard Bas Bo at 
whe Tar ben ete Mernan playedshart 

ang profitable engagement, roving that it sy adyantage 


no 
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ous sometimes to descend from the stilts, and ebange your 
in thesame city. No one understands this better than 
Forrest, who tries the market all round, and sometimes, 
although rarely, refuses a detler fora ‘worse offer, by thia meant 
eopl up the excitement that adds to his popularity. 

~» Mrs, and Charlotte Barnes, layed threo or fonr nights, 
and now the “ Bronze Horse” wax ~uffered to 1est, to make way 
for “ Lafitte,” the niere which cin-ed the destrnetion of the 
Bowery Theatre, New York, in 1336, and the annouoement 
of which here created more thin t-nal excitement. It was 
first acted on Friday, October oth, the audience leaving the 
theatro with a determinaticn to bins it on the fullowing night. 
Bat a few jndicioua alterations, the obief one the arrangement 
‘of the Pirute’s Ietand, alt-red the s.atence, What failed so 

ly on the previous aivht wes received with cheers on its 
second representation and kesps pumewion of the stage to the 

st hout, aa s favouritedrama, It was played for twanty: 

‘one nighta: Conner, Bir. Willix, and Mrs. Preston, not for- 
getting Woodbull, gained much credit, while Percival, by 
Sihom lt waa patched together, as Cadjoc, made quite a favous: 
able irapresiion on hia andience. The music was well sclected, 
and what is of more importance, well sung; and no piece 
be more satisfactory to the management, after having no nat 
rowly escaped total damnation. 

On the eventfal 7th of November, the night, the Pennsyl- 
yania Thestre opened, “Lafitte” was played at the Walant 
Street to 628 dollars, a proof that tho audience who support, 
it, do not come in such numbers aa suppoved from the northern 
Liberties; a little tact and better judgment in the building, 
would have rendered a Theatro of their own profitable. I waa 
vary sanguine in wy hopes, and felt the disappointment : it 
crippled my resources, But the general crash,—tuepension of 
bank Parairaty, dewolation and rain in the commonity —not 
the building of this place, from the los of which I had per 
fectly reoovered,—caused my future difficultios. 

On the 13th of December, Mr. Denville, a gontleman whom 
I had known with Mucready under the nume of Stuart, sp- 
peared in a well written drama, entitled “Minerali.” In what 

sion to place him as an actor, would puszlon Philadelphia 
wyor at One moment he would strike out aume point 80 ax- 
gollent, that the audience testified their ion in a 
‘burit of genuine applause, the sound of which had scarcely 
subsided, when he dosomething so totally ridionlous, af 
‘to raise doubts as to his sanity; and so laughed at, and so ap- 
pisnded, he continued to act {or six nights, when Richard the 
third ané Shylock convinced the audience he was nen compos 
ssenéia, in which opinion, however relwotantiy, I em compelled. 
to sequience. Bann got up “Manfred” for him and Mimi 
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Clifton wt Drury Lane, which hed a most succesful ran, and 
there ended his reputation a8 “a star.” 

‘After e short interval, daring which hammer, patat, and 
naile were busily employed, ‘Thalaba” was placed before the 
audience on Monday, the 20th of February, producing in al 
nights, 3285 dollars, the greatest average of any piece I evar 
played at the Walnut Street Theatre. Ic did not cost one-third 
‘af the money expended upon “Zsuthe,” bringing a return, as 
compared to that much-talked of drama, into the treasury, 
during the run, of more than double the amount of money, 
On the 20th of March, David Paal Brown's play of “St Paal 
the Prophet,” was acied for Conner’s benefit to 728 dollars, 
How the accomplished author, who was present, bore the 
butohery,—for it was worse than murder,—of this his seoond- 
bora, lites in his own recollection. Whatever he thought, he 
uttered no comptainta; but 1 wili entrust him with o secret, 
whieh, if be continues to write for thest may atone for the 
mortitication he must have endured, and prevent the possi 
billty of « similar occurrence: Naver permit a play to be 
brought forward for ax actor's bereft might,—it never docs te 
osive the w ‘attention, either of scenery or dresses, added 

Ne performers caldom Know the words of thelr parts, 
and more than two rehearsals oan evr be obtained. The 
managor feoling no interest in the result, beyond reosiving his 
nightly charges for the incidents] expenses of the theatre, will 
not lay aside his own business to promote the advantage ex 
clusively of one member of hia Company, 








CHAPTER XXZIL. 


Sorpension of Specie Payment, Mint. H. Lewis, “The 

Conner, as Richard the Third, Mr. Walbourne. 
His Failure. ‘The Pavel Family. An Amusing Declaration. Ke 
Forrest. Mr. and Mra. Keeley. Miss Zien Tree. Mn. Gibb, 
Cooke's New Clreus in Philndelphis. Mr. Vendenoff. Pubtle Dinner 
to. Forrest. Nomattendance of ths Profession. 


On the Bist day of Joly, 288%, my fir Sense of three years ex: 
pired. The gas was to be introduced at the Chesnut Theatre in 
‘the fall, Taleo wished the stockholders to introduoo it in- 
to the Walnut St, Theatre at the same time, Whether it was 
fineme on the part of Mr. H. G. Freeman, who, slthough only 
the treasurer, was in fact the sole director of the place; or 
whether it emanated from the board of directors, of 
‘Movers, Montelius, Wickersham, Peddie, Lajus, Donaldson and 
‘Freeman, the proposition made to me was, torenew my lease at 
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= teat of one thousand dollars, for one year only, 
introduce the gat Liberal encod 
Sit my: chertion for al che improvements 
Thad made ff els property nef an unl on ish 
Jandlords, and amocisted 


‘companies are the worst of landlords. 
‘You can fix the evil upon the shoulders of no one individual ; 
but every act of sg rr ny rot 
it not at that time have snswored my yw 


up the theatre; but if Thad done a0, aa the, 
would have saved me from ruin. Mr. Cooks whe ea cai 


permission of the board of agents, ney it to 
Peerais those gatenen, ‘Mg, Cook's offer was = moat lil 
one-—thres thousand dollars, for three months, with ‘alle: se 





by the leave the property in the same oon- 
ition he should reosive it.—The conditions of my lease, re 
quiriog an. 1000 dollars, and 200 dollars 
per week the first payment oom: 
‘menoing at after the opening for the 
winter advance payment 

months, from the 5lat of Js . Unfortunately, all the rent 
‘waa paid before this ofter was: ; and, not ant witha rent 


would “Wave bocr 1000 Geller thoy refused thei srat, v un 
Yeas T to pay them 1000 for it, An they had al- 
handa, I stating 


a. I apprised Mr. Henry Gi. Freoman of the fsot ; he was 
still obstinate, reminding me of the lawyer introducing his 
olient : “T vend you a fat him, he will bear it.” 
Bat was Grd ot bing pfoced in so barefnced & manner. 
Tha stockholders of the Walnut Street Theatre, or their agents, 
‘wero the pole cause of the erection of Cooke's cirens, sinos 
altered by Burton, and now pomemed by Welth and 0o., Mr. 
Cooke wat anxious to ‘the Walnut Street Theatre: the 
fhne of is New York exci ad made the itisens of Phila. 
delphis anxious to see The avarice of Mr. H. G. Free- 


i 
: 
i 
i 
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Fesizionytesoromens re mae fe Mt Sook ak 
were 
‘the city. on pest recal, the agents told me they would. 
give their alsent if I oonld ‘on Mr, Cooke to stop opera- 
. tion. Tle, 1000 dollars | had denied, they were determined 
to have, and 60 proposed and so obtained in inoresse of rent 
for the year 1837, with the fact of a new circus staring me in 
the face by way xy ofa pleasant opposition. ‘This was my punieh- 
‘ment, fool that I ‘way with a balding ia the city, of my own, 
which might have answered my purpose, until I could obtain 
abetterone. I should ha 
1400 dollars outlay in gus Sitares the nockholders 
‘en interest of 1000 dollars per 
anager should have boon ruiaed ) "Ho omght to hove beens 
‘wiser'man, and said, “nor She gus 1 must have, but J will pay 
2a mare rant} or, Bt moat, the oe ee She cos of inte 
incing it”—and Jwexld Aave got it. But, throughout my W 
‘with the ‘oud of hg i 





meat et Birect Theatee tas for the pe 


ing to Pittsburgh, I adopted the resolution of 
havlag no ‘Stars; bot taking my whole Walnat Street Com- 
pany fe produce, Jn rapid euconsion,thoae pisoa which had 

‘sucossful in Philsdelphie; and Russel Smith and 
Bs brother were start of, ne month in advance, to prepare 


wo fh vil, T opened to 200 dollars. Me, Conner 
acker's Daughter was changed to 
Béranger ; tod eo well s 


‘Well deme, h—this, too, without the aid of a Blar, 
ee ee ie omits 3 lide grambling 
bat the first nights receipts 423 dollare $7 cent, 
next was “Lefitte”—houe, 461 dollars 87 conte; s grest 
Bit. Ficased came y= Horse” bat, anit from pergere 

ity, it was oman “s hun 
‘tle In shusnguenoe, at Rhy per ene discounts fe was ex 
cellently done, Bat the xecret, it must be told: Madame Co- 
leate, on her way to the West, had arrived, wanted to play, 
and herservices weredeclined }!! She, or rather her husband, 
Elliot, went grambling on his way. leaving me to meet all 
sorts of  biearinge” for my refusal. But I had determined no 
Star should aot during this vonaon ; for I wall knew, if took 
tidca Thad doa ror) ouly peste of my segenentr made 

‘at a very early period of my ent, 
Khowa toulthes Scasteeeribas, ‘as my time in Pittaburgh. 
‘Was always limited to 9 certain number of weeks, announced 
at the beginning of the season, they must make their \ 
menta with me IT left Philadelphia, or make up tant 
Soaks” without Elttaburgh. To this rule rigidly adhered 


and to that, more than any other 

Pittaburgh indebted for the visita of tho brightest Stars, while 
Uheie fame was at ite height. Serjeant Zalfourd's play of “on,” 
brought one good honse snd “ Norman Leelis," four j—quite 
compl limentary to my ‘2 ap author, 

«he Jewem,” on the 18th of May, brought 358 dollars 
63 oonts, with en excellent box aheot for Monday ; but here 
8“ roalignaut star” crowed my path. On Sunday, the 14th, 1 
first heard of—amu Suspension of Srecta Paruerre; and, on 
the 15th of May, actually turned from the doors ovar 200 
dollazs, for want of change, Such a row—such. swearin 
some uf the banks, others at the theatre,—all declaring 1 
specie enough snd would not pay it out I might have had 
specie for 300 dollars I hed deposited with Mr. Cooke that 
morning, which I oould have had, and as much more, for ask- 
{ngy hat I was vo amused by the quaint spoecheahalf fanny, 

thrtening, thet I hesrd at his counter daring the day 


bad 1 

by the ising silver i to partion of 
Rigrormme, Hatie's Bent bench, Under tha anzagecent 
—during the panio—I might have filled the house every night 
at the alight coat of © thirty dollars dissount,” ‘Two hundred 
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snd Aft dollars of epecie, nightly, would heve meeured me 
five hundred dollars: readily w mistake may bu? 
se etern ther tae lin becsare Sore ee eee 


parent to oun, It 

War a decided mins; for the eftizens had the theatrical masts 

so strong upon them at this time, that, spevie or no specie, 

they were determined to come, baying two tickets, one for 

present, oso for future use, when they could not obtain change 
for thelr notes, 

‘Mr. Jamea Wallack was permitted to pees through without 
being allowed to play, declaring it wan the first time in his 
life a manager had ever refused his’ proffered services, in @ 
city in which he had never acted. My worthy friend, Finn, 
alo used his rhetoric, to convince me I ought to relax in his 
favour; and, when { would not, “then,” said he, “I'll relax 
in youre—dine with ms, and { will make yon drunk, if I can, 
‘out of spite.” £ don’t know whether he kept his word: but 
Taaw him comfortably seated in the stage, at four o'clock in 
the morning, on his way East. 

“ The Jewess,” wis below B, “Thalaba” mustered only 
250 dollars: aud the “ Last Days of Pompeii,” 218 dollare; 
“TheStar! . -ngled Banner/*257 dollars; and“ Abon Harcan,” 
for my heuefit. ou the 3d of Sane, 1837, only 175 dollars. Norm: 
They did not hiss ma this suson—this accounts for the badness 
of the Rowsed 17 

Thus was the mors brilliant season ever anticipated out 
short, by # circumstance which could neither be foreseen or 
provented, in which I had not the slightest agency; but, like 
Many more, was finally engulphed in rain, without even sym- 
pathy, ‘while the course of the Banka waslegalized, or galvanized, 

ay were suffered to proceed with their business, without 
interraption—no charter was declared forfeited, 

‘This season, with the disasters of the last eighteen nights, 
prodioed ten thousand seven hundred and fortyaix dollars, 
making an average 223 dollars 75 cents per night; but at one 
time the average wae over 300 dollars, and a prospect of con- 
tinuines: but I had only seen the beginning of the end in 
Philadelphia, I bad the prospect of a season which would 
Fequire mucrif_oos, which, havingso ately excaped from the dif- 
Seales of buildin ig the Pennsylvania Theatre, 1 was not pre- 
pared to i. 

‘To prapare for the continuance of my season, bo 28 to avoid, 
if pookble, thesuccess which ody anticigsted to attend 
‘the opening of the New Circus, Smith and Landers 
had been preparing the “Vision of the Sun,” with which we 
‘were to have opened: but delsy—excitement out of doore— 
always apathy within—the pice was not ready till the 30th 
ofJane, 80 2 opened the Walnut Street Theatre on the 
‘Ufth, persuading Conner to attempt Richard the Third t ! 


Bhado of Shakepeare, He did it—and “did it 
ot ao pt bya wine roeteoce In thelr jaa 





‘had 472 on her benefit night, 
‘the thermometer was ranging at 82°, & 
‘good proof of muooens. 

“the Vision of the Bun” had been looked for and expected, 
as the opming pisos: the scenery, machinery, ko., could not 
be |. Bat the disappointment—always throwing oold 
ater apon any piooo showed me the ootipi of one hundred 
and Afipfour dollars, os the fat retura of » plese, the last 

‘which oost nearly thre times the money, The 
night-"Setarday nip, io, was twenty dollars worm, 
On the th of Jaly, it'was to 456 dollars, and the following 
night 97 dllare it was playod altogether ten nights, two 
ry 
73 cents, 
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oalohrity, exclsimed—"' Good heavens | is it pomible—do not 
eee Scodive mat ‘Moet certainly, it is. real duiman 
they bave got mpan the Tam very sorry the 

‘haa descended eo Jow as to cess petal Se resect < a 
to procure & om, tai, 
chalaoter.” He left the house tn or wos ¢ until 
would believe it wasan actor. Further praise than this is 


a 
played s few night, and then with J. BR. Soott.. 
Henry G, Pearson, of Philadelphia, now of the New 
Gtlosa Thentro, sso played with Goott ; Dut his acting 

peared to the audience an attempt at husleagee Te vuck 
‘was his motive, he was most succemful; but reason for 


derived from somnery 
of all, the travelling 
 Thalaba,* “ Norman 





fice was all shat was received during forty-aix ighta of a winter 
seaton, at the doors of the Pitteburgh Theatre! Unfortanately, 
the Walnnt Street Theatre could not return the compliment 
of » cash remittance, to make good the deficiency; the 
seazon in Philadelphia being almost equally disastrous di 
the sereliy “of more than usually sevore winter 
‘The Ohemut Street Theatre |, for the fall season of 
1886, on the 20th of August; Mr. Robert Hamilton, Mr. 
Branton, Mr. Lindsay, Mrs, Broad, and Miss Morgan, wore 
announced ss additions to the regular stook sompany with 


trou 
General Harrison visited the Cheanut Btrest Theatre, te 
‘witness Power's fireé appearence for the season, in the “ Irish 
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Ambamador.” On the 1éth of October, Power's engagement 
‘dosed ; the ector more popular and as attractive as ever: and 
oa the following evening 


Mz. amp Mas. KEELEY 


i, the former as Peter Spyke in a “ Loan of Lover,’ 
and the latter as Lucille in s drama of that name, and Ger 
trade in the farce. Littte Bob Keeley, and his still lees wife, 
(Hise Goward.) wore a pair of turtle doves worth caging. He 
is uot the ovly actor who owes hiv first approach to famo to 
“wm and Jerry.” His admirablo performance of Jemmy 
Green was onv of the gems of the piece; quickly bringing the 
Tepresentative before the audicnce, es an actor of 
more genius than heretofore conceded by the public, He was 
transplanted to the English Opera House, where he became & 
universal favourite, Mra. Keoley was there received nightly 
with amiting faces, and applanding hands, ax the soubrette, 
worthy of a place by the side of Miss Fanny Kelly, imparting 
such a vigour of colouring to every part xhe unde , as to 
win the bearts of all, both male wnd femsle. The popularity 
of the Keeleys in London induced the offerr, which for a time 
placed them before au American andience ; where, if ina pe 
cauiary point of view they were not benefitted an largely as 
they should have been, they have left « reputation whick, 
should they again vixit the United States, will make them the 
most profitable stars manager can engage, Unfortunately, 
it was not until they wero on the point of leaving us, the 
audience hegau to appreviute their value, and utter nsclew 
regrets that they had not availed themselver of the oppotta. 
nity offered, to witnem the performance of theea talented 
artists, who must have returned to England with no very 
high ides of the jadgment of our citizens in theatrical affairs, 
‘They cotinued to act during their first engagement in Phila. 
deiphia, uotil the 29th of October, when they were followed 
by Mr. James Wulluck and Mias Clifton, 

‘The Bowery Tnestre in New York having been burnt to 
the ground sfter the second performance of “ Lafitte,” on the 
‘23rd of September, a dramatic festival took place within the 
Nations! Theatre, (Thoms Flinn, the manager.) as a farewell 
benefit to Mr. Thoms Hamilton: and no one ever better de 
served such « compliment, for his integrity in all business 
transactions; the 16th of November the night sclected—the 
yolunteers on the occasion, Power, Dowton, Hackett, George 
Barrett, Miss Clifton, Miss Wateon, Madame Celeste, Hamblin, 
Dinos Heney the Fourth?" Woptot tho Woptom Why" 

et Wept - 
efter Marriage.” g 








On the 28th of Ni t, Celeste inoed “Za Bayadera,” 
under the title of “The Maid of ” which bas re- 
tained its hold in the affections af the from that date. 


‘On the 17th of December, Celeste took another 
Dena (Qury—hat monber was thie} 1 have ost coun) 
and on the 20th, the Bavel family, with the immortal Qi 

& career in closing the year 1836 in 
Py ‘laze of theatrical succes. The lat of January, 
43847, Gall pon, & Bunday, and the Rew year Snizodeoed 8 


poraries 
Tree, (Mira. Bradshaw,) wl formance of 
Zaide, in the “ Law of Java,” plaood her so high in 
say entination aa a tragic actress, that I forgot her fame an & 
Singer in, my suloginm upon het eoting—may rendor me en 
ir judge of her merit; her best points painfully bring to 
Bay recollection * the Light of other dsya.” I have never teen 
res the numerous 
harsotars she talon, that [oR ask an impresion pos my 
mind, a6 to make me desirous of witnessing it a seoond time. 
Bho Game fo the United Bias heralded tho best serom of 
stage, (yet strangely enough faruo in 
England, muired after, and not previous, to her fimmt visit 
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the me alate to 3 Band emeng my mate it 
ay Oe as a ition wl ty 
esis Se ented nas Une ar Oe Bn, 

ore ae 
Bice, gay Ele ren bares Hor, Bedouin Arabe, 
Mie orton, Mr Brough, and Mr. and Mrs, 


Wood, 
Te offered the clowns, 
ga oppose tl this galaxy, was horses, ponies, A 


COOKE'S NEW CIRCUS. 


which on the 28th of August, 1837—the most perfeot 
Mar of the kind yet offered for support in Philadelphia ; but 
an the Yankees never sew anything upon which their inven- 
tive genius oonld not improve bo the style somew to them was, 
before Cooke's entirely in toe shade "a 


‘had opened the eyes of Welsh, Raymond, Bancker, other 
ot hs , and dissovered to them mine of wealth, 
which they have been ever since. No 


Inga dagen over opis compet i themofe sed 
be; na tials eberpeins Sot energy deserve the sacoess they 

a Fried the circus was the rage, the 
fashion, the everything, Yt continued open until the 2st of 
December, when, followed by the good of the commu: 


bliahment, proceed to Baltimore to reap fresh honours. 
‘Horton was the first star of the season at the Chesnut 
1 Ginderells on the 50th of 
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Ei, the best of all ‘Yankes comedians waa shenant; 
thea James Browas, « genteel comedian of the first rank ; 


ye 


tinct—great praise, Mr. Browse, from such asource. I noveE 
hoard a fault fonnd with Mr. Browne's acting by any 
the city; but 1 do not recollect ever to have seen him ve, 
except ttpon the occasion of some actor's benefit, to a tolerably 
house: indeed it was one iaktot account of empty 
boxes sncoceding another, each night of ble eugagement-—a 
striking proof that Philadelphia, has receded from the high 
and honourable post she once Poccupied, which induced actors 
to look up to her decision of their talent as the password to 
moose, Alas! the same educated class of society rarely 
darken the doors of the thoatro; and I fear the reed of the 
audience, as well aa the actors, is fact becoming extinct. On 
the 28th of September, Miss Ellen Tree played 9 round of her 
favourite characters, and on the 9th of Ootober one of the most 
extraordinary men belonging tothe stage appeared among we—- 


Ms. VANDENHOFF. 


This gentleman for many ad a high tation an 
pradan ip Liverpool Gol Manchester, te au orl hour 
anxious to increase his fame, he accepted an a cpaguaes at 
ovent Garden Theatre, where he made his appearance a 
‘King Lear, The presa treated him with much sererity, but 
‘with more civility than the audience. The manager, disap- 
fe in his ex] Ppoations (sled every sunoyance to indian 
te senda his comsta Traauber socleg Mi in 8 
Tay, indifferent melodrama, founded upon Scott's novel of 
"alien, 7° in which ho acted the prict Lelomter, the 
audience hissing regalarly as he loft the atage, is 

‘also waa a managerial deviog, ie failed ; he had evidently made 





waited 
Ris abeoaoe Mr. Salter hod oo well sapplied his place, that the 
wadienoe would not the managers to discharge himgor 
fo plac him again in s second-rate positon, to make an opear 


feta of old never catried their feuds to grater length s blood 
flowed, drawn by the fist instead of the sword, of the opponenta, 
‘In 1822, every dead picoe of wall in Manchester bore an in- 
ecription : Salter for ever—Yandenhagt for ever—No rejected 
Actors—giving the town an appearance of an election, during 
‘the discomion of some popular ition, In Manchester, 
Walter was the favourite, but in Liverpool the odds were as 
decidedly in favour of Vandsnhofl, ‘The managers were com- 
to retain both the actors—at Liverpool Vandenhoff 

the lead, and in Manchester Salter was to be the hero. 

After a short lapse of time, Vandenboff roturned to Londen, 
making now the Haymarket the scene of trial, with no better 
success : but with the iron nerve of s man of genius, conscious 
of having heen unfairly treated, he made the third attempt, 
and mocesded, being considered ona of the dest tragedians of 
lish atago—indoed we may claus him next to Mr. 

. Not baving been announced at the commencement 
of the season, he appeared without the usual preparation of 
pe. pf, puf. Aa an actor of cold declamation, he stands 
‘aprivalled—his Cato, and his Adrastaa in “fon,” may be 
quoted ae specimens of excellence. He made his first bow to 
Philadelphia audience in Cori: r, producing neither won- 
der nor displeasure. Mra. Flynn supported him throughout 
his engagement. Jim Crow (T. ‘Rios} was the next star. The 
traitor! the deserter! the black varmint !—what induced him 
to go to the Chesnut Street Theatre? Poor Gumbo Cuff! thy 
fame has gone—perished, broad humour: converted into 
«Bond Street dandy—Jim turned aristocrat !! At the 
‘Walnut Street Theatre, a star of the first magnitade—on the 
boards of Chesnut Brreet 0 thing to frighten the audience 
from the boxes, Mr. Rics found this secret out too late: after 
one good engagement—the reward of his Rnglish fame—he 
‘was consigned with diminished attraction, and almost anni- 
Allated popularity, to the minor theatres, which he should 
mever have left. All the new farces he brought with him, 
were formed for the meridian of London: too genteel for 
American negroes, and, conseqnently, tronblesome only to the 
actors, and unproductive to the treasury. Rice's excellent 


(eet has redeemed 
xepatation. Why don’t he associste himself with Palmo's 
Hthiopsan Oper Company?” His eplandid voice and businoss 
fede create for him, under such an arrangement, 
8, 
On the 15th of December, a public dinner was tendered to 
‘Mr. %. Forrest, by bis fellow citisens of Philadelphia, for the 


oe ne ee oh ha Bad sogulited Bicnslf vive, begs 
stage, iming aa mstropolia 
Beisah empite, she right to be enrolled as an actor with their 









ity commenced. Mayor § ns 
first sttempt of Forrest to act in public, under the influence 
Gotior pum: fees the Tivoli Garden, in Market Street, 


caused ¢ roar enter, in which no one joined more heartily 
than the tragodian ‘Forrest's had in the de 
Livery too much of the Metamora style about it, but the mat- 
ter was decidedly good; and h ing that he waa 


Bo olor here, (cf the fastiva board) yet he never acted so 
‘well in his Bfe, as during this reply to the oompliments pro- 
only showered upon him, 
jen & public dinner is given in honour of a naval or s 
itary hero, their brethren are sure to muster 
in their strength,—nothing but de‘y cam induco them to 
‘themselves : the same “'exprit de corps” governs nator 
‘masa, lawyers, and politicians; but dinner to an actor, as the 


that the and is, » profession 
TP lcang tight Bal Prot te oabcaen 
Asa it to Mr. EK. Forrest, this dinner was a 
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that he wag to be found as the esteemed of those gentle- 
Frey, Eig tothe actor a lia fo the peace ogni 
Ft 18 a s 
Bg oalety toclety of gentlemen, m terms of tied 
ae it Wihas Duos cirted, Het tho soodust of 


is faat approaching when afl your sotors will be Americans ; 
Stee en, An inducement 1 elevate their profeion — 


wr thom that the doors of ihn on ey 
me cager to pipe out ihe nts of woqubondn 
be One, stain 
unjustly Ree their brow for eges. 
OHAPTER XXXII. 
‘Opming of the ‘Theatre. ‘The Destruction of Jerusalem," 


(Idth of November, prt opened the 
by in Philadelphi Booth as let, ‘ilowed by ey 
the farce eof the “ Waist Gist Girl ;” receipts, 844 dollars, I had 


hoped, in Pi to have escaped the run 
of bocous whigh Cosho commnndet with his Now Gites; my 
company, too, had undergone » change not mach for the 





surpomed earthing I had seen foe offck, Unfortonately, 2 
Batan an angel of light; had I sepresented a devil, 
‘with horns, hoof, and tail, the piece would have succesded ; 
but a bue and ory was raised that it waa the apirit of trath 
and not the spirit of evil [ raised, This proved fatal; pro- 
fanity, sacrilege, contempt of religion, and a catalogue of un- 
heard of crimes’ were laid to my charge, ‘Tue Press thought: 
Jeasly joined the foolish ory; unl after the wixth night, the 
Picco wan withdrawn—yieldiog, in aix nights, 1161 dollars to 
Py ‘2700 dollars, a loss, in the second week of the season, of 
(589 dollars. On the following Monday, by bard labour, a 
new drama, the “Demon of the Desert,” was produced—fasled. 
‘Mr. Booth was sent for, arrived on the 11th of December, 
and played Richard—Ae also failed. By the six nights 
engagement I lost 356 dollars, a very pretty beginning of 
waeason. Marble played three nighta—worse and morse; the 
reoeipta of the engagement, including his benetit of which he 
reosived half, amounted to only 321 dollars. Christmas night, 
another now piece, 196 dollars; but“ Threnba” was not more 
fortunate than its predewors. A host of benefits followed, 
most of them Zoss ¢fts—Proctor’s and Mra, Kent's the ouly prov 
fitable ones, pow tried Porter the giant, and Major Stephens 
the dwarf—no vse. On the sixtieth nig'it of the season I an- 
nounced “Scotch Clans and irish Chieftains," in which Mr, 
Anderson's stage arrangements were admirable; but the 23d 
of January fzed their doom. Nothing could succeed; the 
% Destruction of Jerusalem” had, indeed, xpread a blight npon. 
the thoes 8 5 8 dollars, 40 dollars, and 50 dollar howeo ve 
more jacnt than lea. 6 firet glim 

Fama vhs my couslineate beoadt, tho errangecents for 
‘which having beeu completed on the 8th of Febraary, I had 
Pleasure of secing 1,084 dollars in the house—the pieces 
belng the “School for Scandal,” and “State Secrots” The 
‘voluateera on the occasion were, W. B. Wood. R C. Maywood, 
ELS, Conner, Mary Anne Lee, James Howard, W. 0. Brough, 
'W. B. Barton, Thomes Faolkner, H G. Allen, Goorge Taylor, 
Mre. Hamilton, Mr. Walton, and Mr. Pearson. On this occa 
elon I had the pleasure of an introduction to Captain Marryatt, 
‘who, be his faults what they my, is an exoollent companion, 
‘Who brought him behind the scenes I do not know, Bat he 
did not leave the back of the house as straight as he entered, 
sandry glaxes of champagne having elevated him to a stato 
Of bappy forgetfulness for the time being, This sessonable 
to the fauds of the treasury, although not as large as I 

xy friends had calcalated upon, was most serviceable, 
the 3d of Febraary, a most appalling calamity took place 
dn Belttznary, the, Seetroction, by qf Ooakan Amphi- 
and ali his splendid of forty horses—not one 


F 


J 


saved! In éwelve hours reduced, from comparative wealth, 
to want and misery in s foreign country. .A meeting of the 
citisona was held in his favour, snd resolutions passed to open 
‘books of subscription in his bebalf; to apply for the use ofthe 
Holiday Theatre fora benefit—prices of tickote to be 3 dollars 
each; and a circular to be addrewed to mauagers of the dif- 
ferent theatres, to co-operate in measures for his relief. 

‘Msnogers needed no prompting to auch a deed. Before = the 
resolutions were pasud, Mr. Cooka was in ofa 
from me, placiug the Walnut Street Theatre at his dispel 
for any night he chose to name, without reference to my em 
gagemente, which 1 undertook to regulate, so that they ahould 
not intertere with any action for his immediate relief, 

Hamblin, of New York, presented him forthwith “with bis 
original theatrical horee, ; which induoed others to 
offer him aplendid horses ; so that the great burntout was 
shortly on his fect again, and able to open his Circus, in 
Philadelphia, on the 6th of March. Ho met Jittle or no en« 
‘couragement; even the benefit at his own theatre was a 
failure. Ob, Philadelphia, this was not thy usual mode of 
treating misfortunes |—where the sufferer, too, waa admitted 
on all bunds to be worthy of thy sympathy. 

In anawer to wy letter, 1 received the following: 


February bth, 1639, 
“My Dram Fuze, 


“Tam requested by Mr. Cook to say that the anguish of his mind, 
and bodily wines, have jomtly been the cause of hisdeley in answering 
your kind and welcome letter. 
“Mz. Cooke accepts your offer, and wilt be happy to hear when the night 
isappoluted. If** Monsieur Tonsou” will give you no additional trouble, 
come over sud act Mousleur Marbleu, ss Ihave never sppeared in 
Philadelphia. Mr Cooke sckvowledges your kindness most gratefully, 
‘as the fly st manager who has stept forward, snd will always acknowledge 
the real oblegation. He kind enaugh to reply us early ux posstbie, and pro- 
‘bably I shall set off on 2 














receipt of your answer, to make whatever tn- 





+ Your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) «3, W. Anceamer.” 
+P, 8. Address Mr, Thomas Cooke, Gay Street, Baltimore, 
“To Francis C, Wemyss, Eoq., 
“Walnut Street Theatre, Philsdelphis,” 


‘The benefit took place at the Walnat Strest Thestre, on the 
Bist of Bebruary, (Wednendey). The Battle of F 

Herr Cline, and ‘the Woathercock :" receipts 660 dotlacs, 5 
canta, Mr. and re George Jones acted three hts, and 
Booth once more—three nights, 184 dollars, 56 4 


benefit—2! 
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did to me, as his earthly one—and, above all, let him remem 
ber he cannot serve God and Mammon 11! 

Here is a letter a Bun 6 peatlenses rindying theology, with 
a view to being ordained 


(oorr,) 


4 My Daag Wasrvin:—Mre, Shaw's engagement, 80 go. First nighl, 
105 dollars; secoud night, “Lady of Lyons,” (26 dollars; third night, 
“Ton,” 40 dollars. What do you think of that? This place of Pitt 
‘burgh is not worth the attentions of any manager. 1 am dixgnated with 
it, and never again in my professional cliavacter, will I visit it. Amonkey 
show, at a fip a head, ix equal tn their deserts, and fully adapted to thelr 
Antelleetuality—more 1s beynad thelr concept 
most sick of the ways of management, if suck 
think you wit] agree with me too. Tharefore, i 
to you, for Baltlmore, { should, I think, decline tho whole matter } bat, 
anit is, { will do all I can to make things go right. 

“Please write me by retara, and give such Instractlons as you may 
think proper. 

«Yours traly. 


*« Perrangnan, Nov. 26, 1834." (Signed,) CB. Panson"” 


On the 18th of May, 1838, Halwer's play of the “Lady of 
Lyons” was acted, for the first time in tho United aise at 
Prdshurgh—fur my benelit! Mors. Proctor (Ara, Willis, Mi 
‘H, Warren) was the Pauline, und Bunnister the Claude Mol+ 
notte, Jim Crow Rice was the last star of the season, which 
‘olosed on the rents of eae: I 1838, with Mrs. Kent's eit, 
"The Rent Day,” "ot af the Petticoats,"—amount 
of houre, 306 piton 1 Ternced to Phitadelphia and opened 
the American Theatre in Walnut Street, on the 234 of Juno, 
1888, commencing « season which lasted for three hundred 
= sits ere, consecutive nights, or sixty-four weeks and 
comer i oe soma. ‘theatricals—onco 
more rising to the belg ular favour as 8 manager, 
Ob, fai feconl low. svmoacast i Tes The Comedy of 

Erron’” sad “Jim Crow in London”—the houses very bad 


id 
On the 10th of August, in face of remonstrance from all 
arters, I produced a pagent, entitled “the Coronation of 
Stove Viste was stomesroi, |] followed, at neatly ot 
reonllest, the arrangement Linton’ 4] 
of the “Coronation of Geonge the Fount, Sa 
ah were 














memory from ths London 

The socunts of the coronation’ of Beta 

It taught the andience once more the laut 
‘Theatre, which they sppeared to Eats irgutten; yet, 





MADAME AUGUSTA 
house of 877 dollars filled with ladies, wherever 
srofenion,” Thora 

‘under such circumstances, created 
atupidity of Mr. St. J 


the services of 
as the Unknown; 
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when he so misled me as to his intentions, 


«Mr pain Winraie mA prem of business prevented my answering 
your latter yesterdey, 

«As to 5. R, Soot, I have stale which forbide my playing for ny bene- 
{ft but the benefit of the Thestrical Fund.” I shail be most hrppy to pay 
‘him, out of my own pore, fifty dollam 3 week daring the 
4nd I heve no doubt that s like rum peld by you, would secure his services. 

“In answer to your qustion, why I have not performed at the Park 
‘Theatre, Usten—Mr, Price, to mit his own poxposen, chow to infer that E 
‘would quit the profession this year, and so engaged the best of the seasom, 
to foreigners, and to the exclusion of all native histrions, 1 alwsys take 
pleasure in welecming to our shores any exotic talent; but certainly not 
‘to the entire cactusion of that which ia * mative and to the meamet bora.” 
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OHAPTER XXXIV. 
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‘tow. Forrest left Philadelphia for New York, on the 80th of 
October; rr the blak Ysoeaieed shan tote? 


Mv Deas Wenrves :-Simmpeou bas promised me the words, music, &a.; 
‘complete, of the opers of «* Amtlie,” with this provision, thet I pledge 
aayseit that what ho lends shall not be copied, or used tu much # way, that 
‘uy other theatre joay appropriate it to rts use. have pledged myself to 
iis, and T expect’ tho aaine pledge fram you. Mr. Brough will be the 
Yesrer of '* Amilie” to you. * Yours respectfalty, 

‘4: New York, October 32, 1838. (Signed) Ewin Fonaner.* 


This was, indeed, quick work. Brough returned to New 
‘York to engage Bishop and Mr, Charles Horn ; but some mise 
understanding abut terms with this Iady, whore husband first 
demanded one thing, and then anotber, nearly overturned the 
Whole arrangement. I proceeded ta New York, and succeeded 
in obtaining Bishop and Madam Otto, engaged several choras 
aingors, and returning, commenced active preparations, Tbe 
‘Walnut Stroct Theatre preconted the appoaranoe of a large 
academy of mutio—every room had piano going; Mr. Taylor, 
‘Mr. B. Crows, Mr, Allen, and Mr, Bishop, each plied the chorua, 
froma nize in the morning, until four in the afternoon of oack 
day, while Brough and Madame Otto, with Bishop, devoted 
every hour to acquire their parts: the painting room was all 
aotivity, and the wardrobe ively acene; and at. 
hhalf-past eleven o'clock, on ight, the 19th of Novem. 









best to nid the offorts of the oth 
‘was excellent; and, the great object effected, the 
of novelty was gone, snd the lovespell which held the 
clty of New York captive so long, wae broken before it was 


HEEL 


the otty of Philadeh shia, 

‘The Front Btrost Theatre and Otrous, in Baltimore, having 
sprang, pheenix-Iike, from its uhee, tho stockholders under- 
taking to rebuild it for Cooke, whose misfortunes had induced 
him to return to England, the lease was offered to mo; and on 
the 8rd of December, 1288, one of the most beantifal theatres 
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sivgal ges: commencing the 
2ard of June, 1838, the middle of October found a deflowncy 
Of over five thousand dollars; the 20th of March fonnd the 
whole loes retrieved, and a continued gain to the terminat va 
of the senson, on the three hundred and elghty-fifth night, 
4th of September, 1839; the best, and, in fact, the on! vere 
yesaon I ever bad in the Walnut Street Theatre, which was ti 
Sink that awallowed up all the gains of Pittaburgh, and oom 
tinually cried mort, mors/_ The equestrian drama ‘produced, 


was “ Forty ‘Thieves, ” “El Hyder,” “ Timour the 
“Cataract of the Gan; erage? 


ane oc eel Bee nial 

Tiger eo” 

carpenter, Jamot Lander, Jeft me Be to bela the stage of the 
Bonory Tha eatro; bo was & loss, indeed ; he ia the beat 
qhestri ‘sod machinist in the United States. 

‘The Pusha n Theatre, ‘this mpring, opaned on the 13th of 

1830, wi “ th “Lang, wh when You Gin.” and “ Raphael,” 
Bale pia Gouamer. The citizens of Pittsburgh ‘almost 
killed ii with kindness out of the theatre, if they did not 
unrerr hie expectations behind the curéain ‘his head was not 

enough to attempt the game he nearly fella rr to; 
times Blaureh ee sent mater te le mind 
attempt who know them, and fewer succeed in accompli 
‘My friend Balls was a obild at thia game, and they lat aed at 
him for his folly, until an attack of manta-a-pots ti 2 joke 
into earnest, and both parties withdrew from the contest, 
ashamed of having participated in it, 

Qn the 22nd of May, the Bedonin Arabs astonished the 
natives, while Miss Mason, Mr. and Mrs, Sloman, Jobn Befton, 
and Mr, H, Forrest, kept up the ball moat euccessfully; the 
neason closing on the 29th of June, with * A Lemon for Ladios,” 
and “Cramond Brig,” for my benefit; a little hissing, aa usual, 
and a aplendid botle of Champegne to weah it down after 
geese this was my last visit profeslonally to Pittebu 

Mr. Parsons superintended the following season, and i 
sTasnon Bslahod pms Eatigee y Joe of font thonsend 

in seventy two nights, the greater portion of which, 
‘unfortunately, remained unpaid, 








CHAPTER XXXV¥. 


‘The Welnut Street Leased to Cooke, Opening of the Chesnut Rerest, 
‘AGalazy of Stars, Madame Vevtru, Mr. Seginn. ‘Mus Sharif. 


On the 3d of April, 1888, by permission of the board of 
agents, I let the Walnut Street Theatre to Cooke, for the pro- 
auction of horse pieces, This consent, gentlemen, twelve 
months sooner, would have been worth several thousand 
dollars a-year ta yon, prevented the building of the Circus, 
and saved your tenant from ruin. Now it was a matter of 
indifference , and ylelded by you for the sake of the inooma 
derived from the bars, the theatre being closed at the tima, 
‘He prodnved “ Mazeppa,* in id atyle, followed it with 
“4 Napolean,” so well done by re, which failed; 
‘on the 25th of April, the “ of the Ganges” sharing 
similar fate, he closed his doors on the 25th of May, never to 
open them in in America ; returned to his native country 

ith blighted prospects and ruined fortune, to commence & 
‘new career, at a time when should bave been renderod 
comfortable in retirement. left behind him s name res 
pected by all with whom be had the slightest business trans: 
‘sotions, May suorese attend his future movementa, 

On the 28th of April, Mr. Vandenoff appeared as Cato, A 
new pisce entitled “Sam Weller,” from the Pickwick Papery, 
teams to have been very succesful at the Chemat Street 
‘Theatre, rather an unusual occurrence there with that style 
of dramatic literature. On the lst of June, Conner played 
Richard the Third, to how many spectators is not recorded ; 
and on the 26th, Mr. W. B. Wood claimed the honoar of being 
the Bret representative in Philadelphia of Claude Melnotte, 
in" Tho Lady of /—ixty won't do for twenty-six years 
of age 1 Why did he not try Col. Daman? 

the 25th of August, 1848, the Chesnut Street Theatre 
‘was announced to open with a hort upon host of various at- 
traction ; but one damper to the whule—ths prices were again, 
to b¢ raiacd, of course to be again lowered. ‘The list of stara 
ran: Mra Matthows, late Madame Vestria; Mia Sheriff, Ma- 
dame Celeste, Mademoiselle Stephon, and 2 corps de ballet 
ire Power, Charles Mutthews, Wilson, Segain, Mons, 
fazard, Bedouin Arabs, James Wallack, and Hackett. The 
leces on the first night, “ Wives as they Were, and Maids as 
are,” and The Lediew’ ‘Man; a very good house, 
the Sth October brought before us 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


‘The Seascm of 1850-40. Increase uf the Prices of Admistion, A Diset- 
tuous Step. A Compliment from 0 distinguished source. Forrest, as 
“ Richelien” Retura tothe Old Prices. Baraum, Booth in » Crasy 
Fit. A Latter, bot no Answer, Mn. Fitswillisme ‘Blue Vendenof. 
ase Kowa, Mudemolsie Fenoy Eucer, Colate, Deuih of er 
Beshan 


uu Into season at the Walnut Street Thoatre having in some 
saeasure retrieved the losses of the previous one, and my ar 
yangementa for the campaign of 1889-40 giving me confidence 
of » continuation of sucosss, having secured the services of E. 
Forrest, Burton, Hill, Mr. and Mrs. Seguin, Horncastle, and. 
Tatham, Nichols, and his horses to commence upon, | Mr. 


fenry G. Froomsn, after these on ents wero made, gave 
monotion that the board of agen come to the conclusion, 
et fo ey my etc eee torsise the prics of ad- 
mission te the Pit (the support of the house, that Jothing but 
Sik api eeven ment could drive away), to thirty-seven and 

‘ever having previously charged mote then 
feentys Sore ents and having argument of 


Porrest Ha, ahd other, to arper with the prices, I 


une rho, er ‘their own business, might, at 
iven me credit fraderstanding mine, after, with 
care and labour, having raised their theatre to «reputation 
ft had never, since Blake's tims, enjoyed,  Remoantrance, 
Sorument, ali was vain—tho alternative, eave the theatre 
‘ould to heaven I hed done so, But throughout my whole 
Dasiness connection with Mr. H. G. Freemsn—(for the other 
gentlemen of the board ware but his satellites : they mi; 
mk viowa, bot, on the system of freedom of election, if 
id, naxt year they conld not retain their seat in the 
boca kt overwhelming vote and interest placing aay 
bo'shoeo to nominate in'the pastion of en beens tie aoe 
Yields, the more be demanded, w anti af a ‘sora oat hy he 





Positive in, the insolent contempt 
with w! . sider Mijdeooed to the board of ite Wee 
treated, Tronlved to give up the theatre, F to drive 


may tllostannch eupport ofthe house by levying an advanoe 
of fifty per cent. on the admission, for no other reason than 
that the Chemat Street Theatre had advanced thelr prices ; 
sad Mr. H. G. Freaman also. member of the bowrd of 
Serets of thet theatre, me. What was the Ohemut 
‘Theatre, or its "rargeenent of pelase fo 386, orto my 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


‘The Season of 1830-40, Increase of the Prices of Admiuion. A Disae 
trous Step, A Compliment from a distinguished soures, Forrest, as 
« Richellew” Return to the Old Prices, Barnum. Booth in a Crasy 
Fit A Letter, but no Answer, Mn. Fitewillisms ‘Miss Vandonoft. 
‘Charlea Kean, | Mademoleelle Fauny Eisler. Celeste. Death of her 
Fudand. 


‘Tum late season at the Walnut Street Theatre having in some 
‘measure retrirved the losses of the previons one, and my ar: 
rangements for the campaign of 1889-40 giving me confidence 
of a continuation of success, having secured the services of Ki, 
Forrest, Burton, Hill, Mr. and Mrs, Seguin, Horncastle, and 
Hetham, Nichols’ re his horses to hcpetronazond upon, Mr. 
Henry G. Freeman, x these engagement 3 were made, gave 
‘me notioo that the board of agents had come to the conclusion, 
‘not to renew my dense salons I ngzeod to ralee she price of ad- 
mission te the Pit (the support of the house, that nothing but 
this stupid arrangement could drive away), to thirty-seven and 
‘a half cents. Never ha’ previously charged more than 
twenty-five cents, and hay every argument of 
Forrest, At and others, to tamper with the prices, T 
was compelled to yield my j ent to the dictation of 
itlemen who, understanding their own busines, might, at 
it have given me credit for understanding mine, after, with 
gare and labour, aving rained their theatre to « reputation 
it had never, since Blake's time, enjoyed. Remonstrance, 
sequent, all was vain—the alternative, leave the theatre. 
‘ould to heaven I had done so. Bat throughout my whole 
‘Dasineas Leyva toy Mr. pony riper gag ork 
gentlemen of ¢ ware is ratellites : they might 
his views, but, on the system of freedom of election, if 
did, next year they could not rotain their seat in the 
‘board, his overwhelming vote and interest placing any puppet 
‘he chose to nominate in the position of sa agent)—the more I 
yielded, the more he demanded, until at last worn out hy the 
‘Ponitive injustice of his demands, and the insolent contempt 
with which a letter sddressed to the board of ta Wee 
feeated, i rr. dane Aye hover For ee dare 
away thesteunch sup; house, by levying an advance 
of fifty per cent, uron the admission, for no other reason than 
that the Chemnt Street Thestre had advanced their prices; 
eed Mr, HG. Freaman being also a member of the board of 
pemnis of that theatre, me. What was the Cheenut 
‘Theatre, or its arraugement ef prices to me, ot to my 
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wndience! They had i trifled with the ofed- 
rene arene 
to uence was, WI 
as it had alwa: heppened, Chesout Street managers Te. 
Guoed their prices &e the old standard, 1 was ¢ seventy: 
thirty-seven and a half cents, the same 
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‘own course. 
Forrest commenced the season with “ Virginius,” to 398 
dollars; played the “Gladiator,” “Damon” twice, “Metamora” 
iri and “Olbl fod.“ Carwin” for hie benefit. On 

xy, Beptembar 24th, 1839, I produced “Richelieu” in e 
style that surprised everybody. dresses cost me six hun- 






the play , 
ght were only 385 dollars; second, 868 
$42 dollars; regularly 
i. The blight of the prices had 
, and every star engage- 
furonghout a season whick Ps 
much. Forrest's benefit was 852 dollar, but at Atty om, 
and twenty-five cents, he bad last scason 862 dollars, 
851 dollars, instead of 578 et increased prices, Ide 
olined ” ted “ Metamora,” 





fifty-six nights during the ty left the 
of bout fovea hendied dary 


ollara, ine 
prodacing the play of “Richelien.” Of ‘Mr. Fornat's per 
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ut ton ins tots of peregytebetore You ned Consloed 
jour pen into s fore you had com) 
Tait a dozen sentences, by the discovery of a fash of genios 
so brilliant;as to make you doubt the correctness of your 
judgment, and pronounces the fault you had determined to 
‘expore, a nece-sary fuil to the excellent effect which followed, 
He evidently devoted no time to the study of character, but 
committed the words of the part to memory in a hurry; ap- 
peared in it before the public in » hurry; before them, to 
polish Lis crada ideas of the author as chance might direct; 
giving full scope to his imagination—an effort no one but a 
great actor would have dared toattempt. That Richeliou was 
not in years.an old man, even at the time of his death, history 
informa us, but having been a roué in youth, his impaired 
Sigur of thowght minds" Fort presto’ hun ¥ 
Wi it and mii ‘orrest ted him as @ 
feeble, tottering old man, thus availing himeelf of stage trick 
to give greater effect to his outbreak of passion, und the 
anal pronoonced on Banides at the end of the fourth 
sot, waa equal to any of Edmund Kean'’s best efforts, of a 
similar nature; taking his audience by surprise, and charging 
onward, antil their admiration broke forth into an involun- 
tary acknowledgment of his excellence, continuing several 
seconds after the full of the ourtain hid the actor from their 
view. His sudden sppesrance before the king and the oon 
apirators, who are congratulating themselves upon his death, 
and the overwhelming agony of his tone and countenanes, 
when refused the pardon of De Mauprat, by his sovereign, 
was the perfection of art—but his Ac, ha, ha, Cownt Zaredas— 
ha, ho, in the last scene was not deserving of the applause it 
received, and unworthy of Forrest—in my opinion the greatest 
blemish in the whole play;—bat ax a whole, Richelieu will 
never find a better ay rey iia Macready and Vandenhott 
both fall infinitely below Forrest, by comparison, in this 
‘The former gentleman shows the effect of long 
application and intense study thrown at once into the shade 
genius; yet it is strange, that while every body admits 
iichelien to be one of Forrest's greatest fforts, the receipts 
of the troasury when he aote it, fall short of hie average 
houses, ‘The cate of this must be in the play, which is 
devoid of interest to a common observer, and too classical to 
suit, the taste of that class of society who form the majority 
of visitors to the theatre. 
Barton, on the 5th of Ootober, played “Paul Pry and 
Billy Luckaday.” For six nights his houses averaged 
165 dollars ; hia benefit was 653 dollars, Hill followed wit 
no better success ; two hundred people in the pit, which sed 
{0 average 600 dollars nightly, was the result of the opprestion 
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Lelie sry the stockholders, and forced submission to it, 

‘upon, On the th of November Mz. sad Mn. Reguin 
and Mr. Horncaatle, appeared in “ Der Freischutz” 2 

‘Mr. Seguin's written testimony, that out of London be had 

never von the somnery of this opera o well put upon the 7 

‘lars. Mr, ‘a 


the second night produced only 170 dol ‘ 
Pesadt only 247; Me Horacastle’ 158 dollare: 2, 6 
194 dollars, and Mrs Segnin's 401 dollars, “ Damn all stock= 


them on the former cocasion. Tho horses, to whote exertions 
Iwas so much indebted last season, commenced on the llth 
of iber, and alt! jh “The Forty Thieves,” “Marmion,” 





qmpty benches —and why don't you lower the prices}—whaé 
Hd yon raise them for?—were the only objects that mot my 
eyta and ears. The let of January, New Your's night, 

69 dollars : instead of an overflowing pit, three hundred 

twenty-four tickets were all that I could sell, with two new 
pisces, in which the horses appeared, Seven bevefite, to Sire 
companies alone, yielded the amount of the nightly expenses, 
up to the 25th of January, 1840. Nover was a bright prow 
pect so otnelly killed, murdered, a8 my arrangements were 
{his seanon. On the Sd of February, I announoed a return to 
fhe good old pris, and a new pie, © Sadah and Kalasrade” 


alteration at my own ‘was again made, and gas intro 
duced to light the theatre, from the borders i of the 
old plan of wingladders. ‘The Amorican Theatre, in Walnut 
direction, was the first face this 
method, now 20 universally approved an in 
United States. ‘To alterations the Board of Agents 


liberally contributed one hundred dollars, leaving me to 
ght hundred, in making an effort to escape the 
of Serponds im which they had plunged me. All would not 


do and ” all its beantiful soenery 
and dremes, failed ; the first jing only 277 dollars, 
109 dollars, of which was in ts but my pit customers 
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F 
: 
if 
i 
EF 
i 
rif 


it 
i 
eH 
He 
i 
F 
i 
at 


| 
: 
l 
i 


a5ee 
ilk 
i 
Ff 
if 
i 
au 
BER 


i 


Ba, 
it 
: 
ap ERE 
nati 
irr 
ral 


Ht 

J 
i 
ui 
ah 


ashy 
ae 
Pall 
Hilee 
jek 
Pie 
ese 5 | 
seat 
rate sei 


Philadelphia, Joly lst, 1840, 


"Tha present position of theatricals in this city, snd the very 
\seavy love of the present season, beving placed me in » situation to require 


at 80 dollars, 1,100; thirty-three weaks for the fourth year, at 50 
1,650 dollars; Siry-two weeks for the Sith yaer, at 70 dollars, 5,640 
dallags; Sorty-tight weeks for the sixth year, st 70 dollars, 5,360weTotals 
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13,250 dollars. Thirty thousand two hundred and fifty dollars in addition 
to the 27,900 dollars, rusking the gross amount of 41,150 dollars for the 
five years und seven monthé, nearly Aftoen per cent. per year, reckoning 
one huncred and seventy-five shares at 273 dollars each. 

* The house has been twice decorated by me since it was done by the 
stockholders in 1834; moreover, half the papering and painting of the 
Jobbies. 

+A mutake of my own, not dircovertd until too Late to roctity it, 
caused me to pay five months’ rent before the theatre wm rondy for 

5 and although I can make no complaint upon that subyeck, 
it made to we a difference of 3,700 doliars in any expenditure during the 
‘first year. 

«« Low proceed to state what I solicit you to do, and what I trust you 
will accede to, 

«+ Im the first place to require from meno paynient in advance for the 
following year, but to receive the 200 doltara per week from the usual time 
of opening. ‘Thus making a difference of five weeks in the time for the 
payment of the whole reat. Sccond, to paint and paper the lobbies aml 
‘veatibule, 3 new dome if you think proper,) and alo the panels of tho 
Boxes, according to a design which I will submit for your xpproval. ‘Thus 
giving to the house x fresh appearance to enable me to compote with the 
other theat 


tree. 

“4 Having laboured industriowsiy for five years and seven montha, to 
make the theatre what {t is, 1n point of scenery and machinery, 1 trust 
you will not think 1 bave wade any wuressonable demand on your 
‘courtesy: and by your early answer to this letter, euable me to guide my 
fuvure movements secordingly. 

There is one subject more to which I would direct you, attention 
ths police. Yt is necessary that at least onc balf of this burden should bu 
borne by those who recetve the emoluments of the bars, from which, (par 
eularly the third ticr,) all the disorder in the house srisct. 

“© Yours most respectfully, 
(Signed) <8. C. Wemvas” 


This letter remained unanswered, Mr. Freeman mot me in 
the street, and told mes committea would be appointed to 
wait upon mo;—none came. The Arch Street Theatre was 
Prewed upon mé by many of my friends, at half the rent I was 
aa fe toe Walnut Theatre; and o# Mr. H Freeman, Mr. 

Mr. Wickersham, Mr, Peddle and Mr. 








ogee 
a the caver, which had become too irksome, to the will of 
these gentlemen, and sent them notice of my intention to 
realgn the theatre om the Fist day of Jaly, when my Leto ox: 
r "These consistent gentlemen sulfared. Mr. Dinnefurd 
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fact, making them rent free. Thank you e thousand 4 
gentlemen, for your FTindnes You cought hald of & fork 
when you got ioid of mmc, and beving me in your clutches, 
‘inde ine pay the price of my folly. Not eatisled, Hike 
Bytock, to have your pound of fle-b, you continually de 
manded more chan your barguit. Your Incky stars, in my 
ingolvency, saved You sanch ip: mvenience, Could I have 
provecuted the ~nit comuenct, for justice, Thave no doubt 
the resalt would have beon srui y nz to me, but mortifying 
to yoursolvos; aud thit } suculd Lave received some fow 
thousand do! -alvo for all you made myeelt and family 
suffer, The rich man aways will oppresa the poor man; bub 
retribution sometimes, though rarely, overtakes him : power- 
fal friends arise when leeet ex . Tleave you to enjoy 
the honour of the money oblained fur bar ront, and the know: 
ledge that you. and not the masager, should have been indicted 
for permitting nightly the laws to be ret at defiance within 
those roome fur your exclusive henefit, The theatra closed on 
Returday, the 25th of July, for Isdaway's benefit, “ The 
Floating Beocou," avd the * Turnpike Gate,” never to be 
opened by me again, In leaving it for the ‘Arch Street Theatre 
T may have committed an error; but in six years, two only 
yal ay any profes the other four entailed ‘upon me severe 
‘deen left to follow my own judement, without 
the ices ‘of the ntockholders, or rather their committee, 
Lehould have contrivod to have redeemed ell mishapy Pot 
tered in all my movements, I rank beneath the pressure, 

On the 30th of September, Mr. Charles Kean appeared in. 
the Chesnut Street Theatre, as Hamlet. It is fortunate for 
his reputation he has paid as a second visit, for the Americans 
did not admit his claims to rank as e firstrate artist when 
amoug ws a few year azo. Ho bus evidently improved in his 
style, but there is mnch room for improvement left. His 
dathor's namo is 2 chzrm around his career which opens all 
hoarta in his favour; the recollection of his excellence wnst 
act us the strong inducement to prove himself worthy of his 
tire’s reputation. The best part he aie, during bis present 
engagement, was Claude Melnotte. He looked the part better 
than any representaive I have yet seem, and that is st least 
feos hope y i i Oaobe, Mi ioreraity, 

envers, fartyn, appeared in “ Cine 
derella.” Miss Poole was decidedly the Pfavourite Mis 
Tnveraity a w ly in perton, makes horrible faoes when 
signe sad never be a favourite in Philadelphis. They 
jnced a new opera, entitled “ Fideli sJeuccees, 

im the 4th of November, 
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Mss, FITZWILLLAM— 


Little Panny Copeland whom Thad ten 4 child in Dover, 
‘whom J remember in ‘as the Madge Wi "ldfire—alome 
capable of aucceeding Mra Egerton, the omence of fon and 
3 Git rea mow BE le Peggy, in the 
“Country Girl;’ therein showing her judgment neat, making § 
andience believe she was nothing more 
aetrony until in Widow Wiegins, she sont th a; 
ited, to talk of nothing else until ‘they could 
coma to return to the theatre apohgl 
er fre tnd nighly abe eontineed © 
on t 8 wnee, and ni cont vin 
the favour of panes In twelve nights ahe acted Pe en 
Fg ity ae ogee ee 
fen Wor ie 
Toute Lovetrick. In broad farce sho is irreaistible ; 
and then a little touch of pathos fale Toautifelty fee er 
Tipe but in elaguat oumedy therein too muuch ofthe chamber- 
Helen Worrett was too much for her ; and even Albina, 
‘Mandeville would havo been a4 well let alone; but itis unjust 
to ind fault or quibble about one or two parts, where #0 zuy 
were acted in a manner to her sationee anxious for 
return, Mrs Fitzwilliam will make more mee ie tee 
United Statos than any lady who has ever visited it, with the 
exception of Mis Fanuy Kemble, 

On the 20th of Decemhor, R C. Maywood announced hia 
intention of amine from the firm of Maywood & Uo, 
und leaving his partner, Mr. 1.. T. Pratt, alone in his Slory 

Maywood had been becuming daily more and more unpopular, 
‘but that need not have forced him to lay down the sceptrs be 
had wielded so long. Every manager is popular or unpopular, 
avoording sa the breeze of pablic favour sets in; and if tha 
stock holden, drove hime from the helm, at least he had a sweet; 

ange, for they sent for him to cross the Atlantic and taka 
charge of the Theatre, as the only person capable of stopping 
ita downward course, 

Mr. Prats senoend | ‘paper W. 3B. Wood, in Bie act 
manager, jarvis, a3 0 Fienager, a 
the price of admission Terherentyfve conte, exes, and thirty- 
hes See tae prateets of of the theatre, wm being en enone 

an _soknows 
ledgment that alent of 8 superior order mest always be 
charged for ats higher rate; consequently, when the 
are seventy-five cents, it is generally admitted there ia nothing 


trary, Yo dessanded for sdmimioa, it is’ paid uawil- 


eeele 
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Danefit tack plane on the Oth of arch, when Mx. Wilson, Mr. 


retired manager their ad, 
jn “Somasmbals” he playing. Jock Howieson, written by 
Lockhart, the son-inlaw and biographer af Walter Scott, far 
Mackey of Tdinborgb, to whom the great uoknown fire Fe 
vealed himself, st che “Theatrical Fund Dinner,” in Edin- 
burgh, as the author of the Waverley Novela. 

‘On the 23rd of March, » novelty was offered for the benefit 
of Mr, Pratt, in the shapo of “Der Freischats," i the German 
Janguage, by s company ot German actors. On the 20th, 
Hervio Nano 9) 39 the “Gaome Fly,” to » very good 
house. Oa the 40th of april Charles Kean? and on the 20th, 
Wilken, Ginbelsi and Miss Sherif produced the nsw opera 
af the Boatilion of Longjames.” Mrs, Fitewilliam, 
Cline and Balls terminated the list of atara, and the theatre 
losed for the season, on the 18th of Juno, with “Langh when 

A. Good Rest.” 





an gn attempted 'Bruption of Mount Veanviug” plann ed by 
as Macias, wha e ently did not know wha he ‘was about; 

was straining to produce an something wl e 
had soon or beard of, but which he knew not how to ‘@ccom- 


‘once annihilated all hope of future success. Unpaid bills, 


consed 
gulled, This failure 
‘was mcoveded by a euccem aa extraordinary, On the 17th of 


Mavxxomsiuzs FANNY ELISLER, 


the divine Fanny! the glorious Fanny? the astonishing 
Fanny { of ‘ie gh Tht fantastic too—who turved the heads 


alltte ladies and the hearts of all the gentlemen, who ined 


s perfect mania for dancing, until the citizens of Baltimore 
dxaoed into the traces of het carriage, proud of ths honour of 
the immortal Faony from the theatre — 
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de ballet 
eaten cere cent set 


to every theatre. It is not 
to prodiot that a theatre to opers, Italian, as 
ts Rnglish end French will be found rising up 


atnong us, annihilati: species of dramatic amusement 
which attempts to rival it, Why the preas should bave assailed 
the private character of a Young fady whowe career bad not 
been marked by frotiguey, editors alone can an- 
swer, However their paragraphs may have wounded a delicate 
and sensitive mind, they had no effect upon her power to 
attract crowded audiences. So brilliant » career, in Amerion, 
has never been recorded. Her price, five hundred doliars 
per night, preveuted the possibility of a manager making 
Toney who had a company of actors to pay at the samo time; 
‘but it wound up Mr, Pratt's seazon with an eclat that 
anised to benefit bis Elliot had in New 
played off the admitted attraction of Coleste with good effect 
against ber all powerful rivst, and made an engagement with 
me for her to play on the same nights at the Walnut Street 
that Hllsler appeared et the Chesnut, This was the first en- 

ment between us ever concluded, but destined to remain 
‘unfolfilled: in the middle of ions for her reception, I 
reevived a note from her husl stating, she had abandoned. 
him, and it was out of hie to comply with the terms of 
his contract, Sick, and deserted, appealing to my forbear: 
snee, and asking commisterstion, I could not ind it in my 
heart to oppress 0 man #0 stricken, I returned the sgres- 
ment, cancelled, and never saw Elliot but once again. 
‘Deep muat have been the provocation that could have induced 
@ woman 60 devoted as Celeste to be to him, to cast 
him off for ever, and on a bed of sickness—yer, of death, for 
he did not long survive the blow. Abandon husbend and 
child and fortune, to seek protection in a lund of strangers ! 
Many ramonrs injurious to her reputation were ciroul , 
but not one received aredence from thora who knew the par 
ties intimately, She returned to the United States, on his 
death, to claim her child, and left America, #0 long her home, 
heart-broken, to think her dearly beloved deughter—whom 
to claap once more to her heart, she bad braved the perils of 
the ocean—had been taught to harbour thoughts derogatory 
to her mother’s honour, and refused the ion offered to 
her by her father’s relatives, Poor Celeste! thy case was in- 
deed a hard one—thy last farewell, » fol one, May 
Your future career be happy and prosperous. 
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CHAPTER XXXYIL 


‘The Season of 14041. W.E. Burton. Charlotte Cushman. Het 
perseverance. Buchitone. Opemng of the Arch Street ‘Theatre. 
Difficultic. upon diftculties, Me. Joho Braham. Power's last eagege- 
iment ia Philadelphia, The Ions of the team ship President. The 
Manager's last Koch. ‘The Upera of +* Norma" produced m splendid 

Unjust treatment of Mr. Wood. Thus letter to the Bitor of the 





“Hanaun” The Walout Siret Theatre, under the wmuagement of 
Dinnefont and Marshall, Horvio Nano, Mitohell in Philadelphia, 


Tan season of 184°-"41 is one which will never be forgotten. 
What hopes, what fears, what wishes, what. threntecdid it 
xive rise to—to crush in one short year the wholn of the con- 
tending powers, each voice of whom, at the commenooment, 
declared for open war—four Richmonds in the field, and all 
annihilated. Burton had been activel; coreped in altering 
Cooke's cirous into o theatre, te be christened Tho National, 
with the avowed purpono of ruining the managers of the 
Cheanut Street ‘Theatre, little dreaming that his own rain 
would bse their own downfall, Adan actor, Mr. W. E, 
Barton hus no superior on the American stage; bat it is mot 
always the best uctor who makes the best manager ; his faulta 
here ate : firet—want of nerve to fight a losing battle; in sne- 
com he is a great general, to be dreaded by all who ‘ome in 
PE sition to his interest. 
lis theatre, on the opening night, Monday, the Sixt of 
Angst, 184, presesented a scene ef splendour never wit 
neseed in America. In decorating a house for the amusement 
of the public, if any fault could be found, it was of ornament, 
the gilt moulding on a pure ground of white being too much 
crowded ; the oagles sapporting the drapery of the proscenium 
boxes, were the most obaste wud beautifal things I ever saw. 
Mr. Foster, who ome among us with Cooke, and whosa ex- 
porience at the Adelphi Theatre, in Loudon, gave him al} the 
requisite knowledge, seemod to have bent ait bis energy to 
this one purpose, aud succeeded perfectly. Burton was for. 
, too, in seonring the aid of SIaviland to superintend 
the alterations, His picoes were the “ Rivals,” and 
“4 Roland for gn Oliver” company, Mr. r Richingy 
tage munnger, 1. E Seott, James ‘Thorne, Sha , Whiting, 
Graham, Neu, . Tiacige, © Porter, I Becket, Brooke, Onasle, 
Herbert Or Boulard, W. fy Manis Tees 














i noe Ferrans; ree 
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case ae dita gv al semeny» Game 
strength Jo company 8 fair chance. 
rover ansiogy to no dtarring eyatem, ho chockod 


thal log po Soy Hacket ‘was the first star—the weak- 
he have yaa Abbot, who followed, was 


Sa Oar as attraction, wns ‘was concerned, no star at all, 
cohen a tioeiey bis bow spon & var have i no Seennble. mint 
mmnity to nd, 
sibel that Sen Pose dealt moat rare in actors 
x actors new to 2 to the Philadelphia 

pabllo, wh whom a a 


Mus OHARLOTTE CUSHMAN 


deterves more than » pasing notion Thie young lady is a 
proof of what perseverance, steadily directed to one ol et 
more especially whera genius, giant-li 
prooeeds handdcrhaad along with it. She commenced her 
theatrical career as a singer, ennounced as 9 pupil of Mr. 
‘Maeder, her voios pronounced to be of # most extraordinary 
nature,’ rarely pouested by female, She failed, whothor 
From lom of voice, or d in her musical education, or 








were, Not yrange th this second failure, if it is not 
Joo hharah to term iteo, I find a har descending from the stilta 
of the Bowery Theatre, under Hamblin—oorupying the 
humble sat of a walking lady ab tho Park ete, & 
few Yor! jeerfully an to her 
the r, at the same time ‘Scecly studying the maneer’ 
and ities of ali the actors, male or female, 
igh whom ar postion mag sn arith 
juently appears, carefully hoarding knowl 
hor art thus acquired for fature action, yet not advancing 
‘with rapid strides in the favour of the audience, by whom she 
Fis tolerated, but not supposed to mens the: tales ra 
afterwards became proud to Her mascuiine 


dramatic At We ke, fa“ Ol , 
Bevo harap OPpOCTaRhy peers phate yes opablo XC 
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withost say clsim to grestnam, © valuable maber of & 
theatzical Ass star, he hes no protensions 
notice, and wisely joined his fortunes to Mra. Fitzwilliam, 
‘who found in him an able assistant, and thus maintained & 
poaition which alone he never could have held with snooens. 
On the 7th of September, I announced the opening of the 
Arch Street Theatre, under my direction. Hielge had re- 
decorated the house; the gaa had been introduced ; scenery 
Fulnted for » now pices, eatitiod the “Provost of Paris} 
ndawny had boon appointed stage manager, and every thing 
‘wore the aspect of a prosperous commencement, Mr, Thomas 
Newton marred all my prospects ; he kad promised me faith: 
fully, if I wonld permit him to take of dhe hands emploped 
at the Arch Btrest Theatre for two days, to enabl 
Burton to open, whose ges fixtures he was also making, bo 
‘would kring down all the force from the National Theatre on. 
the Tussday, and be ready for mo in time. 1 awented; but 
the gan fixturos were 20 incomplete, on the first night, at the 
National, Burton would not permit a single hand to Jeave hie 
pitce,unfil all waa aished. “In this he was perfectly right 
the two days lost on my work were attended with moat 
ible consequences, At six o'clock, on 





any managerial career I had ever appointed certain night 
for any coviaia event to come off, ad failed to sooomplish it 
If Mr. Newton had been an actor, euch an occurrence would 
have been imposible. Why he deosived mo, who had ob- 
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job from Burton, and also the alteration of tha 
fchies of the Walnut Stroot Theatre, ie 2 protiem £ have 
tempted to solve more than once, but itia inexplicable to 
me. The consequence was ruin. My resources had been 
crippled by my last seston in Walnut Street ; the aid of xy 
friends taxed "Yo the utmost, to enable mo io prepare for a 
fich terminated, aa far a6 I was concerned, with- 
wore.” ‘On the fe night, the gas waa very im- 
footly lighted ; and it was half an hour after the time of 
fee nite fore tho lamps in front of the theatre oould be 
iStete’ Hose tnt we could not bo. ready for por 
ideas tl 

‘the at ‘Sth of September yielded 152 dollars, the Oth, 61 dollars, 

the 10th, 93 dollars, the lsh, 98 dollars, Bioos’ benefit, em 
the 12th, 195 dollare—the receipts of the five nights, 601 
dollars; ~ of greens be by contract, = receive 260 
m1, On the  & Rew pies, and a very good 

entitled “The Sixes; or the Devil ws in the Dien, 
laced only 90 dollars, Tuesday 48 dollars, Wedneedry 
dollars, Thureday 18 dollars On Friday morning 
T amembled the company in the green room, told them 
that « contest like thie must be useless, ontailing misery all 
round; that at Chey had better, before it was too late, provide 
themel ves tuations for the winter; and thus ded 
‘thove who were willing to depend upon Boy exertions They 


in 
bar perleces ai otiee farther attempt 
18 00% a attempt to 
tuch'a cramoncomeut. ‘The ladior and gentiemer dowsrve 
2 tinal which ‘am proud thus to tender them, for thelr 
kind intentions. On Friday, I did not attem 88 on the 
doors; end scrolling into Burton's theatre, f much 





ought that: 1, who felt myelt strong ix tho affections a 
‘ortain portion pis ‘commanity, 70 
boon the fiat to ram, ‘before 2 thot from the ‘cneagy hed veached 
me, & victim to the treachery of s friend. I went to Balti- 
more, where no better fate awaited me. ‘There politics had 
tamed the heads of the whole population, who were them- 
selves nightly enguged ms ator in large proceons, best 


Janthorns bane, and seulinapring ot 
Yan Buren night the minds of ither 
wactive ed 


tors, admiring the splendour with which each party strove, im 
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hes npaere tor gbgndicer wi Theakres, or wy 
public amusement, were superfiuons ; oven those w] 
The right of free’ admision would not honour 


| 
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4 

i 

i 
lt 
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feet 
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stockholders to release me from all engagements, canool 





THEATBICAL BIOGRAPHY. 


gma withont ana cent, cruhod, bear braken and degraded amy 

eatimati ‘aitomshing procent 

compelled ry wander T have never the same ~— 
My 


3 


EE 
a 


children. of the few comforta which years 
bad placed sround them. For the attempt, he has not bees, 
or he be, forgotten in our many plessant recollections, 
he ever bo placed in a similar situation, may he meet 
10 urgent creditor. As a foil to this, t! 
in one bright spot which cheered me in 

id the carpenters of the Walnut Street Theatre, 
‘when they hoard of the distress which existed in my family, 
‘entered into » subscription from ‘heir hard-earned wagos (ai. 
though they were also my creditors to a larger amount than 
a mechanic ought to lose by his employer,) and tendered it to 
me, (thong did not the ig, the kind feeling 
which dictated it is iro ‘upon my hesrt; and to those 
men I feel grateful for the first really pleseant hour I ex- 
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= season. ih ron natn fa tgs opiate 
Barton announoes in large 03} e 
seengest of Mi ln, ‘Mr. and Mia Vanden 
Backstone, Mr. Braham, Mrs. Hitewilliam, Mi Mr, agnhot, i 
Guibelel, Miss Poole, Me, and Sire, Seguin, Mr Hackett, Mr. 
Bowne, and the promiee of an ‘opera, ‘The steam 


was evidently rising fast—boilers aring for expansive 
hos, to bumt with's terrible explosion, avattering dismay 
onallarvund, -Rither these ennounosments ware a 








sleep, or have been 
‘Wrong counsel, to looge thus their hold upon these star, 
tio move: 
pests oftheir younger 0; t. On the 10th of November, 
Fanny Biller and Alona. Bilvain, followed tho Woods. Half 


iy 

of Fann} sto greta good, but not great 
“abe treasury gasping {s agony, ‘snd the fheatre evidently tx 
artvelo mort, Ging nly four nights wesk, not, opening 
She doors the 2 yhts om which the gracefal Fanny did not ap- 
oar. Forrest comes once more to the reecuc—a pownfal 
ally, bubunable tocomprand mcoeat "hen Le Gonpte end 
a compe de ballet ; and, and finally, an announcement 
theatre will he cloeed on the 4th of January, to prepare for 
Belliny’s opera of “Norma.” No want of amusement in this 


gue  Quaier City—four theatres, open: the Chemat, the 
‘National, the American, and the Ato ; Reymond and 
Waring’ Circus, with Le Fort and Otto Bat ; Promenade 


Concerts a¢ the Mureum a le Masard, by Frank Johnson and 
and his celebrated band, to usher in the year 1841. 

On the 16th of November, Tyrone Power, wo long the able 
wupport of the Oheanut Street ‘Theatre, deserted Old D: 
for the newly erected National, where he appeared as Sir 
a O'Plenipo, and Doctor O'Toole, Whether he profited 


0 change in s perualary ‘point, is not the question if he 
ined credit for indefatigad je exertion to 
souiniees Pratt and who seem, in Murdoch, inex- 
as he was in mas it, to have placed the reins 


My. JOHN BRAHAM, 
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been undisputed : the “litte boy was received with 
scclamation wherever he went his ame enffedent to All the 
largest theatre, and festival was celles 5 = 
attending where Braham was not. Cathedral, concert-1 
or theatre, he was the of attraction. Who that heard 
anita ‘Rash Vow" ever forget the volume of voice 
which issued from that diminutive frame, or the coxtacy with 
which “ Watt her Angels through the Skies” thrilled every 
nerve of the attentive listener} He ought to have visited 
the United Brates twenty years sooner, or not have risked Lis 
feputation by by coming ae ‘sll Like Incledon, he wan only 
jericans when his powers of voice were to ici 
eetrad oy to lave thea oe onjechore het he had been, and 
aourn the wrook that all had once admired. His very ‘fame 
spared hit mnation, and he committed no fatal error 
selecting 9 concert-room ‘for his bebut in North America; 
thus dulling the edge of crioity vibe would have filled 
the theatre to overtlowin, ee. Then, in 
‘visiting the city or Phiisiclpita, he hho should have gone to tho 
Cheanut Strect, which, like the Pork in New York, can alono 
give an sotor lasting reputation. ‘This every atar has dis- 
sovered, who, in thei eagerness to secare better terms at any 
other place of public amusement, dig the grave of their repu- 
tation, No failure to attract an audience was ever more sp- 
parent than while but one opinion—that of disappoint- 
Inent—was heard from every body. Whatever sum Barton 
‘Promised to give hige was intended to be fully paid; but the 
artist failed to draw the crowds anticipated, and the manager 
could not fulfil his contract. He took his beneGt on the 14th 
of December, as mach dix at the result of hia engaye- 
ment as any auditor with bie efforts to amuse. Braham, aa o 
‘composer, enjoya a reputation which will survive even the re- 
collection of his American failure. Some of his ballads, for 
simplicity and beauty, have never been excelled. 
On the 19th of December, Barton produced, under the di- 
reotion of Foster, “the Naiad Queen, ' a.” thp micoess of which 


mole public was directed pightly to the doors of the National 





‘Theatre. As a spectacle, never nny in the 
United States; but but the charm was “the Femalo 
Warriors,” Charlotte Cushman aad Eliza 
Petrie. bath Pentre hey of Indies’ legs, no mortal man could 
prirennity of Sate was crowded 
prvi in the the of 
his exertions ‘artune lay hin Bat the dogged 
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aside, to produce “ Norma,” on the 11th of January, for ich 
he waa not either in: or drewes, In 


Flown in which tae hit ot Sitare of! NoPeat the ruperna- 
Iaratios, taking the battle chorus for their oue to attike, and 
pit the these in an uproar, caused shouts of naghter, and 


it. 1G waa ne blow, white ho 
Bee Me is dveracies too kad Serr kecae wrectianie 
Hows they were 


On the 25th of February, 1841, Tyrone Power commenced 
‘tho lat engagement house over’ doomed to net in Philadel- 





tage, mourns 
dre 10th of A i, iced “Tippoo Baib, or the 
of me co wich th hich 


tite in New York, being no long with hin, as Eis ald-de 
few me a 

tad loft Foster to brotuoo tha « Bevex Champions of 
Gioktendom,” 


W. B. Barton's management in Philadelphia, not much 


the lith of January, 1841, Mesa Pratt and Dinmore, 

td is Brooghy produce the oper of * Norte wg 
J "ing 

iperior Pig re the feather from the cap of so able 


Me. Wallack, tit this day, could boast 
T'dunllte” ta tho only ope hich bad’ boee sopsenten wo te 


ey 
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American public, as an opera shonld ba ted; but 
iladel phia now took the lead. ‘The chorus, sixty in number; 
the orchestra equally fall and j the dromees, soenery, 
ies; and lastly, the singors, the best the Eng: 
could boast. “Norms,” as produoed at the Chesant 
Strect Theatre, was & dramatic representation to be proud of, 
‘What s pity it should have involved all concerned in diffi- 
calty. For seven nights the Theatre presented an array of 
fashion, pleasing to 


was 

the 20th until the 25th of January. On the 4th of February 
it was played for the last timo, for 8 complimentary benefit to 
the translater, J. R. Fry : tickets of admfasion on the occasion, 
‘two dollars each. The whole affair exploded in a grand row. 
It appears the receipta nightly taken were not sufficient to pay 
the nightly ‘expensliure, and Metre, Pratt and Dinmore 
wished to make the Moods the last party to be paid, while 
they ‘and insisted upon being the first, The theatre 
clooed ptly, and a toumpost in 0 tee jot followed; the ma- 
a came out ip a print statement in the Courier and Jn- 

r, from which J quote. They go back to trannactions 

had previously taken place, that in former 


Urged upon Mr. Wood the’ of giving op the note ad 
nee frit the af a in the lobby of the 
me cee op katie cre 

PY are and frame. 
SEP Wood deal consents to this ran ygement, and bore off a 
‘YViaywood & Co., whon “La Samnapibula” waa 
i to be placed in the met eouspionous part af tbe te 
in 0 ther 

z set Of meeleadicn Sez Che (elon of Mn Wood, ad 

mem at muccem. Now 

ten, had. you spared yourselves thia abject plooe of ‘uttery, 
You would have excaped the martifioation which followed, and 
the proof you gava to Mr. Wood of the high value you placed 
‘upon the work of art, you so anxiously pleaded to Mra, Wood 
for the privilege of being allowed to have painted, at your 


Tn onder to excite public resentment against Mr, Woo the 
managers farther stated, in previous engagements, (wi " 
mentioning how many,) they hed promptly paid him 21,377 
dollare—a large sum of money; but, upon mercantile princi- 
ples, certainly no reason why Mr. Wood should lose by defal- 
cation upon present payments, becayse he had made money 

oY 
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previous dealings between the partion, They acknowl 
Mili duet ae ‘Wood of 421 but ot ooaidee 
‘this a eufficient cause for the opera, which on their own atate- 
ment, it appears, does not pay. ‘Tho leng and short of the 
matter is—they agreed to give Mr. Wood for the services of 
hia wife, and ober artists, one half of the reosipts each bight 
one Sees Eat was mek mato to core te sete: 
‘an opera, produced upon ao large 2 scale, and in 60 a 
manner. They ‘wished Wood to redues | his terms, and if he 
refused his ament, they had no objections to reduce them far 
him, by an unpaid bulsnes, which he retated Tt appears far- 
ther, by acard from Mr, J, Besse Fry, that the oomplimentary 


sequence ofthe unexpected stoppago cof the oper, after th fist 
g representation. ‘The proceeds of tbat benefit have all 

Boon Sutzreed for such purposes, “Neither myself, nor any 
gne in my interest, (oo writes Mr. J. Bs ry) ocatved ay fax 
ther reward from the production, than the delight shared by 


fhe publio in witnessing the Proper performance of the woci 
ee cerns resentation, attacked 
xe ig oe maastin fonder former experiance, in a 
itleman belt re pees oe roughly, 
re to aie gp the cont nad all for Eapend "Hers 
in the letter he . Bonnett of the New York 
$Tertaon leering the shores of the United States. 


At sen, ehtp George Washington, 
«* Februsry 8, 18th, 
Dean 5m, 

"1 cannot leave theto shores without expressing the sincere respect 
end cstoem which Mr. Wood snd myvelf entertain for the American pub- 
Jie, while at tho aame time 1 make known my senthocuts towards those 
‘of roy own countrymen, who have been the cause of the prinelpal anxiatice 
‘and annoyances which we have suffered in this country. I can assert, and 
‘with the most heartfelt satfafuetion Tdo so, that some of the warmest ond 
best friends I have om earth, exe Americans, sod beg that It may be dis- 
finetly understood, that had my intercourse and bualnews transections been 
oonfined to them alone, no diseulty, I feel assured, would have ever 
taken place between myself and any portion of the public. Every per 
plexity in which 1 have been ooncemed in this country, has originated 
‘with my own countrymen, and Tam sorry to edd, with Englishmen bee 
deaging to my own profeion—a,profewion, unfortunately Sopraded BY 

‘many Yelonging to it—who, instead of astog the houest means which they 


oblia have sagaredly uo more right to interfere than. with the privatg 
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traseantions of & merchant, It appears to me that much llbfeciiag, an 
eon sequent mnsoyence, might be spared, both to the public and the siage, 
Af those who profess to be friends of the latter, would pay Ira attention 10, 
the stories circulated by the envious and dissatisticd of cur professions 
and that the press itself would not hecome leas dignified by criticising. 
Jusily, without fear or favour, the perforinances of the stage, mul by com 
pletely discerding from thelr cmplay the services of such reperteta as ems 
tirely neglect, or totally destray the prosperity of an xctor, because he i 
not Inclined 10 pay for extra put, ut to play gratuituusly for the benefit 
of their favourites, or by any other method to conelliate their good-will, 
I have lived long enough in the world, to entertain the convictivn that a, 
plain, straight-forward course ia the bert, and will not, on compablan, 
bbe forced into singing gratuitously for every complimcatary beneft which, 
afew diataterested commtttee-men think proyer 10 patronise, by come 
‘pelling all performers who may happen to be in the country 10 “poben 
teer* thelr services, or suffer thelr high displearure. 

¢ With many thanks to all my friends, I reapcetfully take Jeave for the 
prevent, without ever intending again to attempt to pursue may profession 
Sm thls country. I hope to return, after a bref period, with Mim. Wood 
(omhose health 1s at present too feeble to allow her to exervise har ort) end 
shall bring with me several new operts, with one or more singers of 
eatablished reputation, to support Br Wood, who have not experienced 
the displeanare of any oue in Amerlea, profetsionally, ur otherwise, 

rs reepeetfully, 

Signed) * oust Wooem 


This may be somo consolation to you, Mr. Barton, If 
bam proved tow tong fr ew poe, Norman and 
the Wont wipatthe 1th of Febeaasy, the ‘Chesrat 8 
» On the of 0 Chesnut Street, 
‘Theatre ‘Biche for the benefit of Miss Alexina Fisher, when 
‘W.R. Blake, who bad been unceremoniounly ejected from 
the Walnut Street Theatre to make room for Tom Flynn, 
played s short engagement, Houry Placido eppearing othe 
fame nights. What shame the theatre should bo deserted 
when euch an actor plays—all proved useloss—and the Chea. 
But Strect Thontre quistly expired, until the Smt of May, 
when it onco more atemapted ta ran its ead, with Bichings 
as stage manager—a bad doctor in a desperate cue; but with 
the aid of opera, Mim Poole, Mrs. Seguin, Mim’ Marshall, 
‘Mowrs. Manvers, Giubelei, anc Seguin, Mr. and Miss Wells, 
he contrived to mas open until Leas of June, closing with 
« Norma,” (which fiad revived with Mm. Seguin, Mies l’oole, 
and Guibele:, with a reduced orchestra snd chorns) ang 
* Paint Heart never won Fair r,” for hia own benefit. 
must now say 2 word or two about the American Thestre, 
‘Walout Street, ‘which since I retigned the leave, when the 
exactions of the agents became too onorous, had been taken 
by Memra, Dinneford and Marshall, Mr. 12. (3. Freemen aliow- 


‘+ Publlabed in tho New York Herald, of Thursday, February 11, 1841, 
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them to the theatre, with the upper boxes at twenty- 
Ancona hop srelyecnde bl onan mA 
of low prices from New York, not required by the state of 
theatricals in Philadelphia, but to which even the Cheennt 


[ 


thus it an ;—Under the sole Di ; 
BR, Blake, manager, Howard, 
W.H, Williams, J. Barnes, Hadaway, 'N. Porter, 
wing, Cartis, B. Willismes, Henry Colvin, Wella; Miss 
Mitchell, Mrs Flynn, Miss Bock, Mrs, Ohar 

Mire La Forres, Miss Murrey, itias A. Kinlooh, Miss J, Kin 
loch, Mra. [yors ; ‘rompter, 
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and The Old Welunt, as the newly-created rulers of the pit 


termed it, steadily—now now 
bad, until’ the end of Jano, when ‘phinefid ant Manhal 
closed their first xeason, cordially hating cach other, and de- 
termined toseparate, each endeavouring to procure the theatre 
for the following seaton, without reference to the other. Now 
it was I wes impostuned to make an offer, which my frienda 
assured me would be accepted, to reume the reins of ma 
meut. I refused stoudily ¢o listen to any overture which did 
not come directly from the Board of Agents; und even then, 
hinted that 1 did not think we should agrce twelve months, 
1 felt wy grievance at their hands, and smarting under it, 
should have pursa.d 9 course so diametrically opposite to my 
former one, that it is fortunate we did not come together again 
at this time, We can now maintain an armed neutrality, 
‘which proposals may hereafter isme from either party, with 
the certainty that, they would be rempeotflly rooived, and 
‘ally considered. On the 7th of July, for three weeks, 
I amumed the stage management for Dinneford. Here I met 
Graham, from Mitchell's Theatro—a very good actor, whom I 
should be heppy to have with me, While here I' lost my 
fetherin law, Me. Jaoob Btrembeck, placing my family in 
mourning, and gladly closed the theatre, under orders, on the 
Dive of July, for Dinneford’s benefit—“ Luke the labourar,” 
“ Don Giovanni,” and “ Tho Village Lawycr.” 

On Wedneday tho 24th March, 1941, William Jones and 
W. RB, Blake opened the Arch Strect Theatre, with “ Wives ax 
they Were, and Maids as they Are,” and “ Of Age To morrow.” 
Mr. Zones hed been of age long vnongh to Keep out of euch a 
apeoulation, even with the powerful aid of Forrest's talent, 

chief inducement. He seems to have forgotten ono thing, 
that this talent has at all times to be powerfully paid for. In 
this, Forrest makes no distinction to friend or foc—if any, he 
trosta his foes in business with more consideration thau' his 
frionda, Henry Placide, Rice, B. Forrest, Murdoch, Mra. O. 
Tones, and even Judge Conrad's new play of “ Ayleamere,” 
which should havo been acted by agreement during his last 
engagement with me at the Walnut Street Theatre, and was 
now played at the Arch Street Theatre on the 14th of June— 
nothing oould save the management from dissolution, which 
on to the 25th of June, when, in spite of all the cure 

all the attraction that could be offered, ite doors were onoe 


morte closed. 

Mitchell, of New York, resolved to try the National in Phila- 

delphis See month or six weeks, Hie injadiecny dacbled 
Price charged ut the Olympic Theatre, and gave it up a 

the very time the citizens of ia were beginning to 





parted from the city not favourably impressed wit 
Fadgaent ox taste aye " 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


Tiosbange Ia the Inelvent Const. Sage Manager o€ (he Matos 
‘Theate, New York. Mutiny among the Stage Carpentery. 
‘Diemms. Mr. ‘Pack Bowen ‘serees tam Piiidelpbin Crition 
‘Burning of the National Theatre, The Bowery Theatre clowd by 
‘Order of the Chancellor. ‘Thomas S, Mamblin's Address to the 
Pobfle, Hanbtin's Generalahip. 


Having bee wy discharge and protection. from 


Ju Tnsovent Court, on the 6th of Ay Bare 
whee ake taken the National Theatre from Wi ‘Wilbon io New 
York, offered me the s1 
led to New York, 0 10th, 
OF al the earvpon T over as placed night at 
National tre was tho moat dffonlt and The 
theatrioal carpenters there was © that Philadelphia 
managers had bolter elay at homethey had uo Tusaes in 
‘Now York. Every order hs gramble; and, 
finally, while Burton, who had observed this, was speaking to 
me y She saben, om im, when he 
meas one 
Mine tne men their minds not to be 
Tntrare He told He 
ssid he would, and take too; on 
‘which Burton called for the mastercarpenter, and sxid—* Mr. 
Xe Pay these men whatever to them, and 
tum them every one out of the walked 
into the Toom, when we both burst out 1m at 





Qn Wetnssday momtog the rehoraa was got thavogh ine, 
Her way ts fhe thantw unl Twas deapathed in wat ring 
her there in otyle—wishing her, in my hear any whare bu 
bothering me. Hero a new dificult ares: tina Potrie, 
‘who had bean sent for from iphia, had not arrived, and 
Shore being now no possibility of woeing her befure five ot six 


i 
: 
t 
E 
! 


ot 0 Sraneperent alae 
for bath hung on s truck either made or mounted, Burton 
now came to me with s face fall of anxiety : “ Can we open? 
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‘to run below to see every ready, ive the cus. Nixen, 
ie jepie vated a ae man aid another ag 
thin occasion. The awful bath scene 

without sbation—for most scandalous affair it was— 
but that over, I felt assured that sll would go right. After 
Burton had finished his part, with a banner, he headed the 
‘on the stage, acting as the fugleman. Charlotte 

Bren slaneatle method of vummanding her female war- 
Tore, whose dreses and muceusze+ made the theatre resound 


ppear marvellous, ‘but itis not the lem true, 
in the 29th of April, I mado my fimt bow in New York, ab, 
the National Theatre, (since the summer if 1824, when the, 


‘oca,) 
aman playing Hart it, and Eliza Petrie, pete aed 
Be dpe airy oth sa, te oung ladies 
emacles wi mY expense ; ‘over Teed thelr 
parts it oartainly was not will ay fata den of committing 
the words to memory. Bofore an audience with whom I was 
familiar, such an occurrence would have ben of no conse 
quence, but on this occasion, I not only felt mortified, but 
exprested my mortification in no very measured terms,” My 
reputation ot an acter, having tome character to uphold, was 
Flnoed in Jeopardy by way of joke! and if was not stil L 
played Flexible, in “Love, Lav and Physio,” T hed an oppor. 
funity of proving my pretensions to histrionic fame were Well 


The next ditiecty, in management, wus thet Barton, al 
my ote koa novel and taf, definoe of the 
ald side the “"Naiad Queen,” to eee eaten Bony : 
Howent to Puindeighia; stot os i ie es "antag 

on on Sa 
fo Fuinalphla on end meming, my rom, at the 
= Sete = 
‘on 
‘him to romain in New York, ax he wat here, ant if 





‘to cause 


which 
irik 


Ce 
Eo be s 
adi iy 
Haas | 4 Ht 
Hipage 
gfe tan 
dite are: 3 
Hear Hace 
=P 
igi 
Gian Fitie 


by in a part, which, if it hed been 
written for her le, scarcely have hit the 
mark as well : to this part is she indebted for all the repute 
tion ahe shortly gained shout the United States, ‘Thia 


mounted, 

woe the brrded May, acemniramnis Le Pipeatag eih and 
” was which ever place 

‘Hike’ the wala"of the ilteted National ‘Taeatra” In the 





the theatre has been on fire?” 

akieation to ad on equnining the poopniere 

cn 7 

box, I found tise tick mm of Sr in many aierent 
tions. While thus MA 

tho dnterior’of the hoase, Wiik hs torde nat 


ing now.” You go one way, Il go the others with a striae 
may fod hin” We id neither of aa icion 

ger. We at the room, a 

ceeding to the fog T slop suddenly and said, “Burton, 1 
mnell fire hare he replied, “That’s nothing : it prooseds 
from the scorched wood in” the prompter's Dox just below 
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@iacovered ; making in all seven fires, which, in afew minutes 
Ionger, would have rendered all aid to the Nationa! Theatre 
‘main. Mr. Smith, who kept the refectory uoder the theatre, 
‘brought me some matches, which, he stated had bean thrown 
froma window, This led to another search; and marks of 
fire which hed smouldeted aud guns ont, were found in the 
Toom next to Mr, Rusell’s bed-toom. I went by Burton's 
deaize to the police-office, when an officer, on hearing the parti- 
oulars, questioned Shiere closely, who denied having any key 
that would open the door leading to Mr. Wilson's rooms; but 
‘upon. trial, if was found the key he used opened those doors 
readily, On this Mr. Shiers was taken into custody. The 
08 _ went on as if nothing had hay sdouble 
watch was placed upon the premises, and all supposed to be 
sofe. Burton and myself left the theatre together, resolving 
city watchmen, awe pamed, to Lemp bright look owt for any 
city watchmen, aa we to keep a bry an 
paipicions charscter that might be’ seea lurking around, 
Botween one and two o’clook we returned to the theatre, and 
found the watchmen and Mr. Rusell on the alert. They 
all safe, and retired for the night. 
ween six and seven o'clock, Mr. Shaw came to my cham- 
Der door, and desired me to get upas quick as pomible, the 
National Theatre was in flames. 1 ordered a cab, white I hur. 
ied on my clothes, and arrived at the corner of Leonard Street: 
and Broadway with Shaw, just in time to hear, not see, the 
fallin. The xa] of the flames had boon such, that 
Ho bulding be desaresevoitlag was nog Yorke hed sot 
le was anf ; 
rocoodod ts roadway, when culooking towards the thosi, he 
saw flames immaing from the artist's private room, the last win- 
dow in the upper range. Mr. H. Lewis was tho first actor on 
the spot belonging to the theatre, and on rocking admission at 
the stage room, he was prevented by Thomas Hurd, or Heard, 
man in no way attached to the theatre, from entering; and 
thus Barton’s property and my own, in the manager's roomy 
which might have been saved, was doomed todestraction, On 
‘the examination, at the police office, this Heard, was oom- 
mitted to take hia trial, Why these two men, Shiers and 
‘Heard, were permitted to escape without trial, is a 
‘Hod I been placed in Mr. Burton's eituation, the most soarch= 
ing investigation into the causo of the destruction of thix 
‘$heatre, should never have been abandoned by me, until I 
had lost all power + farther. It now remains en- 








TA GE IBe ree 
iG LE Ht a ‘| 
cH pest arn 
iui aie He te ale ine 
ju ial es 
it ate il dial 
ui cau iif He 


a unge penttale atte 


Legitimate Drama, represented, 
roaln 


iu the New York Theatres only ; und on this law I heve already paid up- 


ct prhoney Maaco aioe ot to amounee 
‘the Bowery Theatre's closed, in obedience to a mendate fram 
‘wnivermal depression, I ain unable to meet this demand om the lostent, nor 
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Stat Tsou salt the Iodalgwoce urully ranted a the payioent ot 
‘the geotleneen 


may 
Jeaty of the law, although ‘1 cannot kiss therod that amites me,’ 


‘Will designate as uncalled for, waprovoked, impolitis end opprealrs, 
'Sigued,) © Tromas 5. HAMBLIN” 
«Bowsar Trarax, May 18, 1841." 


years. The Notional down, removed the dangerons 
Hivalahip of Burton, whe compelled him to 
Flos and gore Mim once more s far fel of exertion, which 
he won improved, and placed himeelf again in a position fee 
ecuniary emberramment, 
ing adi onoe more to Naw York L leave it with @ 
hope to zetarn some day end take up my residence ther, My 
jndioss in favour of Philadelphia heve been Temoved, 
am compelled to admit that New York is the first city in 
‘the Union for busines of every kind. Different expressions 
thewo to thoes that may be focad in the earlier of this 
pape bata wits mie: eoenials’areor,|ehtla s perishes 
Om bouti the boat, which oaried me to Philadel T 
found Miss Cushman; the burning of the theatre, and the 
etedings of th provious day, were of omne the topioe of con- 
versstion, Her uspicions point-d to ty as yet unim- 
Petehed, but who contd have no wutic aah « diablical 


“Sa my arrival ic Philsdelphis, Mr. 2 ce tendered me the 
Azoh Birest Thssee, fo « bases in tho watne of Ringalf sod 
his partner, Jones, Mr, Lowis Pratt offered ma the Chee 

a 
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mut Street for the same 3 and lastly, after much 
Dinneford offered the Welnut, confess, 1 


‘moment to give them to me; I lost money by benefit of 
oondolence. On the 17th, Miss Charlotte Cushman, with the 
ald of a committes of at the Cheamut Strost 
‘Theatre, did not fare mach ‘and Burton also on the 
‘19th, at his own theatre, was made to feel how little sympathy 
misfortunes of or actors mest from the great 
body of our citizens. It would be difficalt to find 
actors standing higher with the public in profewional repu- 
tation than Miss 0. Cushinan, Mr. Burton, sud Mr, Wemyaa; 
rn this occasion ali were mortified that they should have 
induced to make attempta which proved 90 abortive. 
Fanitas, vanitatis, ct omnia oanitas? 





CHAPTER XXXIX. 


‘Opening ofthe Front Street Thestre, Baltimore. Adidam’s Engagement. 
‘Charles Katou, another Temperance Man, “The Manager in Distress.” 
A Good Joke, Liberality, characteriatic of Sailors. Booth and Adame 
in the mame plece, Suckstone and Bry, Fitewillism, ‘London 
Amuraace ‘The Presw, its Assumptions, and Treatment of Actors, 


1 peepee my lamp Eee Front Hite [Thestre, is Bald: 
more, on Monday, the 61 1841. ‘The directors 
Jad thongui proper tole ie to Air, Ward for s short season, 
‘who suffered sad havoc to be made among the scenery and 
Properties; to replace which put me to much troubie and in- 
‘convenience, and the stocklolders to womeexpense. Tho open- 
ing pisces wore, “ Carpenter of Rouen,” and “ Simpson & Co.” 
=the company, Wemyw, Matthews, Philips, Thorne, Ash, 
Eddy, Beittenham, Kimbor, Newton, Brennan aad Bowora, 
‘Mra Philips, Mra D. Anderson, Miss Matthews, Mie Helen 
‘Matthows; to whom were afterwards added, Harrison, D'An- 
Belis, Mr. and Aira Smith, Weaver, Lyne, Clemens, Williams, 
Sytinge, Gourlsy, and four ballet giria The first atars wore 
the Hangarian Singers, followed by A. Addams, whom I had 
not eeen for three years. He played an excellent engagement, 
butin tne renewal, his old failing rained our rising repatation : 
would it were ‘without benefit of clergy, for an actor 
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bo appear the stage drunk. On the 2nd of October 1 per- 
patrated a dool of hobor, in attempting to alter Sakspesre’s 
ly of Macbeth into 3 melo drama, under the title of the 
bd Witches of the Blasted Heath.” Ifit did not sucosed, 
at lenst it gave mo an ides of what might be done with the pla; 
by the judieions introdaction of the pageantry, by which 
protit hereafter. On the 7th of Uctuber, a new play, on- 
ae 4 ibe Back acne poeuing vome merit, und: bane 

«gentleman fing to the press, was produced. What 
ite fate might have if the citizens PP pultenore he 
given it a fair hearing, cannot now be guesmed st. So little 
curiosity, or 20 little inclination, to support an American 
author, was exhibited on thie ocoasion, the receipts taken 
were only forty-four dollars and fifty cents damping the 
apirits of suthor, actors, and manager—the worst house of the 
seston. On the following night tho receipta ware doubled, 
the audience sppeared much gratified, and the anthor’a night 
might have produced a tolerable house, but the first night 

hia ardour, und he declined the risk of farther mortifi- 
cation. On thu Sth of Uctober, Booth and Addams played in 
Othello ;” after which they ap] in “Venive Preserved,” 
“Jano Shore,” “ Pizarro,” “Douglas.” Charles Eaton, 
another temperance man, played a very good cogngement 
kingly, beating the two great tragedians who preceded him. 
Baton wes always popular with a certain class. Poor follow, 
he went from Baltimore to Pittsburgh, where he ended his 
mortal career, having, in « fit of intoxication, walked over 
the ballustrading of the Exchange Hotel, fulling eighteen or 
twenty feet, and being picked up s mass of bruieed and 
broken bones; be breathed and lived a few hours, but never 
spoke after the fatal accident. 

On the first of November, for my benefit, I raiused 
“Zanthe,” to 360 dollars, with “The Manager in Dixtress ;" 
during the performance of which, many persons, imposed upon 
py the seeming reality, vacated their seats, in compliance 
with my address, and applied at the box office for the return 
of their money, to be Jeughed at for their credulity, losing 
good seats to take their chance of catching a glimpse of the 
stage from the dresa boxes, as best they might. The joke had 
almost ended in earnest ; it wae come time before tha officers 
gould restora bumeur. I¢ is almost incredible that, in 
Baltimore, where theatres have existed for fifty years, the 
citizens could have bean so prastised upon: the joke must 
remain in force for wany years: and none enjoyed it mdre 
than the dupes themselves, when the firet feeling of angor had 
aubsided. A celebrated slack-wire dancer, Madame Romanini, 
Added to the attraction of the Bal Masque, in “Zenthe,” 
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tutoniahing the good people of Baltimare by the agilty ot 


Mids Ware petgon of wonders, in Baltimore, While 

“Jane Bhore,” an unsophisticated son of the Lentil’ 
‘ap in the 7 that an Mra, Philips lay down to die in 

the last sone, of want, suddenly Her cues ae 

ith the activity of » cat, Placed himee ‘et her side upon the 

qtoge, saying he would be if any woman shoul 

fetal ideted Upon forig 8 SEE case 
y upon upon cont 

‘purse, An explanation ensued, and he was conducted back 

to hix neat in the boxes, where the wudience gave him three 

bye snd 1 ohell neve Socget the Rene enlio (hat Egle 
his weather-beaten fa0e. the magnet of attraction 

fot the remainder of the evening, aithoug yh he had turned the 

last. aot of the tragedy into w faroo highly relished by the 


audience. 
On the 18th of November, A. Addams attempted Cardinal 


e 


the mind of the actor is gone; he is incapable of committing s 
new pact to memary: ‘was not even an attempt to pro- 
diuge eect; sachool boy whe should have read the play as 
teak, and read so badly, would have been whipped. At tho 
conclusion, the feeling of the audience was not one of pity, but 


of contempt; few of thove present, hiwod ; but respect for 
what he bad been, the ajo from joining in 
i slender consolation, his 
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stall I it fourtem nights, ten of which were in suc- 

comion ; weather waa very inclement, ba ‘il, ran, anow and 

frost, yet the honse waa 

weuthanefice had bagn my fend enone ‘would have boos 
tomy expectations | To my friend Tam Fi an L 

faaebred i the copy, all ina fow days 

Jeoeived « marked Landon Book, from Mr. Meadows at Gavent 

Garden, Mr. Samuel Butler was the next star, and then the 

Bockwood and “ 


hornes in. 

Hiss Clifton took the Holiday Btroet Theatr, which baa 
during {he wiater been without 3 tenant, and on Manday the 
Bist of January, snnouneed to open it in oonjunstion wi 

W.E Bi To Mr. Barton. the speculation at the Hal, 

dey Street an tho Rou! actin the diame of of his management, 

been open one hundred and twenty-toven nights, on tho 

diate Seay, , 1842, when I hed contrived to fall all my 
;ands—not by 


frgngemen ig tat aid in fall of ail deme 
recell St eect, 
ae 7] 


but rosiving their money—all 

the season, out of doors, discharged, when Mr. 
Burton, ‘rho ‘had promised me every wrery amisiane, en refused 
every request for picots, Ko, thet (1 T made to him, appeared in 
Baltimore to oppose me as In the first week, with 
the ald of Miss Charlotte and Mr. Chippendale, 
I received only 403 dollar; Chippendale's benefit amounting 
to 54 dollars, and Miss Charlotte Cuahman’s to 105 dollars: 
this was a hard blow, but the week that followed was worse, 








ee ae ced Gener Wah 6 my a sd 
ie tags Beth Depo the‘hted of ba. 
obour ‘B on the 22n¢ el 
Uf Burton bad cutee for exaltation in the comarenoesent, 
hhorees had the power to draw a all bis customers but those 
tented by that carve to all theatres, the eookbolder’ 
Ho retreatod trom Baltimore, 1Buted and diama} 


Iearag hb eclrs ott ray oto he yin 
manner they could, his own fortunes completely erateated, 
only to be relieved by the benoit of the Insolvent Court, or 
the Brakrapt Act. on ie of April, the Jonas Raving 
macoeeded vanq Tagsin entre. 
Bir. Proctor, whom T onght never $6 have axnomnccd ae 8 
star, fixed the fate of the season. On the night fixed for his 
Denefit he was so intoxicated, I was compelled to dismiss the 
assembled audience. Even the grand cnoumpment, which 
commenced on the 16th of May, was by b by bad weather, 


Gor Governor Thomas apd acise of Maryland, ould aa ral ood 
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Jedies to tam out through torrents of rain, and the encamped 
soldiers looked tike so many half-drowned mud-larks. I closed 
on the 23d ot May, but cannot now aay all the bills were paid, 
Printere, sectors, officers, even musicians, wore in arrear. 

‘Mr, Thomes Wildey, Colonel Myer, Mz. Hyde, and Mr. 
Banderson, form « pattern worthy of imitation, as members of 
aboard of agents, alwasa willing to aid instead of crashing 
their leaaee. In any d-ficulty in which J was placed as the 
manager of the Frout Street Thentre, 1 never asked tor either 
advios or pecaniury ald, thet ft wax not given, and cheerfully. 
To those gentlemen, and the other members of their poard, 
T return my gratefal thanks, not only for favours recetved, 
‘put for others of greater mangnitude, offered, but declined by 
me, because T oould not see the juste of placing these 
gentlemen in a position which might have compelled them 
to umume many of my debts, a3 a reward for their kindness, 
and the good opinion they entertain of me both ass man and 
manager, It iva proud satisfaction to me, in surrendering 
the theatre into their hands, to know that they appreciate the 
motives which guided me in that determination, 

T have now arrived at the time when my friend Joo Cowell 
informs the world he found me in e “cellar,” (and a 
comfortable basement it was) selling pills and periodicals, 
where, could I have commanded a little mére m to 
have continned my system of advertisements, I should have 
done wel! enough, but the funds did not come in fast enongh, 
and the moment I ceased to advertise on cale, a very 
small parse would contain sll my receipte. This leads me, in 
a theatrical point of view, to the influence of 











THE PRESS. 


Generally upon. all mbjecta connected with the daly afhire 
of life, I know that I here spprosch a tender subject—one 
which, like s hornet’g neat, the more you ruffle it, the greater 
nuwaber of stings will be inficted upon you. No man has 
been more indebted to editors of newspapers for kindness 
than I have, and fow havo hed more sbue lavished upon 
them from similar source, or have been of times more 
harahlytrested, My object therfore, ia to direct the stan: 
tion of my readers, most of whom I preenme are visitors of 
the theatre, to the manner in which the preas in subsidized to 
deosive het; bat at them speak pom tis ebjet fr them 

ves, 

‘This circular bears date, Philadelphis, April 2nd, 1885. 
Here it is — 
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(corr) 


«With a view to avold some of the inconveniences which renult from a 
diversity fn the charges of advertising in the several newspaper ortablish- 
ments in this clty, the publishers of the dally papers have recently adoptod, 
‘aacale of prices by which it is their intention hereafter to be regulated. 
Ithes, therefore, been thought due to you, as well ne to themeel@, to 
present for your consideration the following Itera which relates to theatres, 
clrenses, und other piscce of amurerncnt ; and we take the liberty of 
suggesting, that the first of the preseat month presents a suitable period 
for commencing this arrangement, 


BXTRACT FROM THE REGULATIONR: 


** Amusements —On bill of performsnee of theatres, cireutet, &e., mot 
exceeding one square per night, shall be charged two dollar per weeks 
and uo enrd of any person shat} be inserted on amy other terms than those 
of the regular rates, All px ff communications to be charged the mms 
auadvettisements, by the square, et the ame prices. 


JASPER HARDING, WM, FRY, 
MUFFLIN and PARRY, EDWARD CONRAD, 
N. SARGENT, Z. POULSBN, 

JOS. R. CHANDLER, PEER HAY and Co, 


"To Me. F.C, WEMYSS, Manager.” 


At this period there was en agreement with those news 
pepers in which I advertized, to insert the daily advertiement 
of the Walnut Street Theatre, for sixt; delle ‘per year. 
Bat these gentlemen, in the plenitude of the power, fix a 
day for 3 new arrangement, one day antecedent to the date of 
their printed card, Mr. Joseph TB. Chandler, being the onl} 
‘one who qualified the notice, so as not to involve aby Preach 
ok previews cantenee Instead of the first of the 

his notice ran—at the expiration of existing contracts. 
‘his was honestly done and like himeclf, aout he sane: 
tioned by his name and influence the ney 

‘The continued puffing fostered by ths ayeter eo tar had & 
most malign influence upon the interests of the theatre, and 
a Btill worse one upon tio paivate oh character of the actor; it 
ete managers to place Se pebtio @ class of persons 

in former times would not have been tolerated beyond a 
fee appearance. 

‘There was a time when Pau jinton of a well-educated man 
(whose refinement of taste sic literature rendered him 
capable of writing a citldae both en the merits of the 
anthor and actor) was reoeived by 
sem wl rr Ce out, inds indoeed His, tg sppiy t 

ier ented 
juent 


‘cxortions. ‘The pit, then frequent 
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Judgment the actor most relied npen—whose oemaure 
ee sn a ee eT 
‘their merits, during the oo of & 

cohoed, rarely modifying, and 

confirmed, the actor hed no appeal. 
lost over the mind of the actor, who 
that for s few dollars he can have his own opinion of 
in the newspapers, to procure fame at a 

6 classed. 





‘wherein, 
jed him ‘a thing” 
fo sinoerely ask his pardon, and thus publicly inform oar 
readers, that Mr. —r of tho Chestnut Street fa No Thing.” 
The wit of this is no apology for ita baseness ; bus it is a fair 
specimen of such redress a8 sctors feel for such offences. 
| There are found low minded men in all trades and 
sions, am meets a low-minded editor, hia inna- 
Ionce is intolerable. “I can ‘an instance in which an 
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‘he Was refated : he would show the arbitrary r, that 
“the Liberty of the press” was not to be cantrolled by bia 
oaprice or pleasure, 
‘he preas, politically, should be free as sir; it in the safer 
guard of liberty, defending at the same moment the righta of 
governed and governors: but the moment it enters the 
domicile ot a private citizen to destroy tho peace of his family, 
it should be bound with chains of adamant. What right hos 
& man, who, mote fortunate in pecuniary circumstances than 
his neighbour, can’ command money sufficient to publish « few 
thousand printed sheets daily, in form of = newspaper, to 
utter expremions therein as items of news, calculated to pro- 
voke a breach of the peace, and which, uttered in the pro- 
sence of the ag party, would subject this eame editor 
fo personal chastisement? { ask, what right hes euch s man 
to shield himself from the consequence of such an act, under 
“the liberty ofthe press?” Bah | This ia the tyranny of the 
preu—a woree tyranny than any despot over exercised, the 
fear of which is felt in the jury-box and on the bench. The 
Jaw of libel is no protection to the citizen from such an assanlt 
an I have described. The jury cannot agree, legal lone 
‘are expensive; and if, ll these dificultiesacitizen 
obtains a verdict, the judge inflicta the mildest sentence the 
Jaw permits him to i, to shield himself from columns of 
abuse, which he has no desire to see Jaunched against him for 
the diacharge of an unpleasant duty. The convicted editor, 
in the firat sheet w! follows the sentenoe, triumphantly re- 
cords the result, in which he probably states with truth, the 
character of the proseentor ‘was valued by the court and jury 
at one cent, which we (Lord Byron saya, these gentlemen al- 
‘ways we we for Z) paid, and wieh the ‘gentleman joy of the 
opinion his fellow-citizens entertain of him. This is the re- 
drees the law affords a defenceless man against one armed 
with a y pres to renew the arault. Teak any one who 
has been bold enough to tell these self-constituted cenvors of 
‘his morals and all his actions, that they should not aseall him 
to the law to sup] roms the negres, 
not « true picture of the reault}) But 











who wish to prosper; but why the of & popular 
sheet for thia nic sk By A right, by virtue of she 
Uderty of the press, to regalate all places of public amunement to 
spblok iiey demand tres adenienict, omar tha penalty ot refusing 
to notice them in the rea matter, and sometimes even re- 
fasing to insert the paid-for feetnent, unless socompanied 
‘by tickets for the editor, ia a practice ubversive of the com 
rection the press should exercise (if at all) over these very 

of amusement, oll of which arc eal ‘until some un- 
fortanate cannot pay lis advertising bill; and then his place 
of amusement, already tottering, is doomed to certain destruc- 
. Now let me show the amount of money which the 
ets demanded and given by a theatre would produce, if 
pai Laity ‘they should he, if the editor charges for his adver- 


tisement 

‘The proprietor, a soason ticket, valued at the minimam 
price, ia 15 dollars; the reporter, ditto, 15 dollars; the editor, 
ditto, 15 dollars; an order to admit four persons every Satur- 
day—this is to treat the devil and the journeymen at the 
manager's expense. All this has been submitted to, rather 
than provoke the fre of an editor. And these orders, which 
in the year amount to 104 dollars, have actually been sold at 
the doors, stopping the money which would have been paid 
into the treasury for admission. I mst do the proprietors 
the jrstice to nay, this last arrangement met with their de- 
cided disapprobation; but the evil to the theatre remained 
unabated —the sma request for orders was made on the fol- 
lowing Saturday. I have now shown that each peper received 
one hundred and forty-nine dollars in the course of the your, 
over and above the two hundred and eight dollam for puffs 
and advertisements, with the extra cards for actors’ henofita, 
amounting to at least fifty dollara more. Now as twelve news. 
papers, some daily, some weskly, enjoyed these privileger, and 
Jour theatres open, it follows, thatthe enormous sum (exolud- 
ng the fair business part of the transaction, in paying for the 
advertisementa and paffi) of seven thousand one hundred and 


Siintwe cae Coes 
6 ry wi x 

&e., mount to nineteen thousand one handred and 

wo dollars, A great deal has been said about black 

mail: this is « private affair, altogether independent of the 

+ if it exist, the sotor or his friends pay that; 

but, certainly, nobody will doubt the fresdom of the press, after 











reading this ohapter, in its e7y of public amusements. 
The Silloning, wenn by Leigh Hunt, of the London Ez- 
miner, nearly 20 good & glomary for 


reporters thas I geauiot avoid fransoribing them i 
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A crowded howse-—A theatre, on the night of « performanos, 
when Ud the beck sate and upper bozes‘are ampere” 
4, goad acor-—The general term for an actot who given 
inners 
we {ine acor,—One who makes a great aves: a latarde 
ion of passions: w clap-trapper: one inten natare 
re play—A play of id 
A charming play.—. y of dancing, music, and scenery : 
ia Play in Which be gutbir has ite bouw @9 do the bakers 
Great applause-~Applanee, mixed with the hisses of the 


pit and gallery. 

Cnbounded and unicorsal applause—Applause mixed with 
hisses from the pit only, This is frequently to bo 
found at the bottom of the play-bills, declaring the reception 


@ new piece hax met with, 
Leigh Hont must cortainly have hod before him “the 

vision” of the present newspaper critics, making 

for progremive improvement in the art of puffing, 


CHAPTER XL. 


Opening of the Pittsburgh Theatre, by Dimmeford, A failure. Burton, 
Forrest, Mr, Tasistro in Hamlet, Fanny Elster, Muss sane Slomaan, 
Tom Yiyan, Risley and Sons, A Wanton Act. End of the Beason of 

3841448, 


Dumusvnn, who bad become Jauee of the Arch Strest Theatre, 
opened the winter campaign of 1841, on the 7th of August, 
with “Pizarro,” and “Simpson and Co.” His buaines for 
sovorat months very good ; hut, aa uenal with the Arch Street 
perty, il was a promiro of euocess, to he succeeded by 
Biltare ud abandonment, Ta produced “Rookwond,* the 
“Bronze Hore,” &e.; finally departed for Pittsburgh, where 
the last seta bad been 40 duestrous to me, notwithatanding 
the Siomans, Mr. Jones, Brough, Madame Otto, Miss Lee, (wit 
1a Beyadera) Baton, H. J. Pinn.—all put forward claims tothe 


‘treasury reoni bout: dollere. For the first time since 
fhe theatre wes bulls the tctors retamed to Pailadalphia and 


: 


Baltimore, with o balance due to them for salary, which wan 
afterwards paid ; at least one half the oompany were arrested, 
‘and batled by my friend, George Beale, who started them on to 
me ea another batch of chased actors from the Pittsbu 
Theatre, This was the second losing season at Pittsburg! 
‘The weather, and my own folly in yielding to the wisbes of a 
fow, in converting the pitinto a parquette, (which the gallery 
‘ware detarmined ahould not be so occupied in peace, 
‘who took a eat in ft, until $¢ waa repleced ui a pith 
farewell to the theatre, 


the i 
son nmoEy palace “the Bitobargh Theatre, to which, and 
i ator, E. Simpson, I wish suc most sin- 
thst St meg rear te Hien 31h Lome: 6 haa ama 


of August, disappointing the audience on tho fimt night, 
Conner being unable to ‘with the play of “Money.” 
Twas called upou to act Which I did cheerfully to 
oblige Burton, On Monday, the 28rd, E. Forrest commenced 
on it. _ How he runs from one theatre to the other, 
Uke the for, doubling, until he reaches bis, sarting groand 
ine 


sttreoti 
Seton exprieny,which his popularity alone enables him 


to the other at of and and thus 
closed the year 1641. es ee pete 
‘Tho Cheanut Street under the 
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‘Mr. Trsiatro, and they will be more lenient in their strictares 


upon you. 

‘On the 8rd of September, the “ queen of danos;” Mad. Fanny 
Hilsler, appeared in ‘La Sylphide,” and then La Bayadere ;* 
bat all'in vain—the novelty was over, ‘The attraction which, 
oould enable a manager to pay sach exorbitant terms, had 
consed ; this last engagement, brit the Chesnut Street 
‘Theatre nearer to the crisis which sll could now predict. 
Richings attempted to rovive soveral of the vary old comedias; 
‘ut there is now, alsa! no audience in Philadelphia to appre- 
ciate such plays; and it was a waste of money, for no 
purpose. + Baraaby Badge” was next tried; but melo-dmame 

ly waccseda at Tas theatres and’ neve’ ae the principal 
i : ft befecs iy this, esnnger eae aes ith 
improvement , manager oan compote wi 
the Walnut Btrest ‘Theatre, where thi qn perfect for 
uch plenes On the Bthoof October, Mias Jane Sloman apprated 
asa pianist; she ‘produce the sensation ex; 
theatre is not the place for such an exhibition, which, b 
to the ooncertroom, Mr. and Mra. Sloman performed on 
tame evening, but the house was not worthy of the occasion : 
her benefit took place on the 9th. On the 2ist, the Ravel 
Family failed to attract even ‘enough to defray the our 
Tent expenditure ; and on the 27th of October, the theatre 
closed for the esason—a very short, and very unprofitable one 
ith Richingy’ benefit. Alas’ poor Chamat, Barton has 
sealed your doom, dragging himself down in the rain he has 
created around him. 

On the Slat of August, the Walnut under the ma- 
uagement of Thomas Flynn, Marshall the lewee, with » new 
pleoe—a mixture of “Undine” and the “Neied Queen” 
See era Semkeiree tis 

sea y yore in 
ieoe ; tiring the audience, until their patisnos was exhausted; 
and half of them left the theatre befdre the great, soane, wad 
tt before them. If Flynn failed in this, he shortly oon- 


Queen,” 
a noise about Piece, he was quiet); 
*fondon i” and 100k both Bartod and’ the oty by 
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ensure sucoeet. Burton, with all his could not recover 
from this blow, the stock company of the Walnut Street 
returning more money to his treasury, than bis five utars, in 
the same play. Ax to Mr. Pratt and Mr. Richings, they secm 
to bave gone to sleep; and after both Burton sd Marshall 
had mrfeited the city with the name of “ London Assaranoe, 

they announced the Obesnut Strest Theatre to open with this 
Play, throwing away some hundreds of dollars, without the 
cbance of any return to the treasury. 

‘The Arch Street Theatre opened, under the management of 
‘Mr. Charles Porter, as The American Theatre, in contredis- 
tinction to the Walnut, which leaves out the article; but soon 
tired of each fully. Mr. Portor resamed the old title of Arch 
Street Theatre. He commenced on the 28th of March, and 
Tingered on till the 4th of July; the seston only remarkable 
for having introduced upon the stage Mr. Risley and his sons, 
sinco 40 well known to fama and Europe. The performance 
‘was here merely tormed neat—so neat to him, it has produced 
® fortnne nett. Ha has imitators, but no succesful 
competitor, His performance is both pleasing and elegant; 
the ease with which the boys scoomplish most astonishing 
feats ea to tho pleasure a well as the amusement of the 
andienos. 

‘Tho Nutional Theatre, nader Barton, closed on tho 26th of 
January, 1843, never ugain to open os “ his” theatre. He pro- 
ceeded to Bultimore, where the last nail was driven into the 
coffin that was to bury all his ambitious hopes of being alone 
the director of dramatic taste in the city of Philadelphis, 
The besatifal Roanery Was ‘wantonly destreyed ; chopped to 
pisoos, to, provent it falling into othor hands; and. whether 

lone by Barton or Newton, or by both, Mr. Burton's repute- 
tion as a man suffered xeversly, without atta’ iz the objeot: 
for Welsh and Manh converted it into splendid Circus and 
Amphitheatre, in a short time after the destruction, intended 
to have been complete, ted. Welsh and Maon 
have reaped the hurrest Burton planted; to them his 
Yuin hes been the source of emolument. There is also a story, 
which was rade the sabject of judicial proceedings, in Baltl- 
more, against Hiel, artist, of wantonly deetroying the 
nowly-painted scenery, at the Holiday Street Theatre, Balti- 
more, by priming it over with smudge, and also against Mr. 
Newton, for 0 carelewly ripping ont certain gas fixtares 
underneath the stage, as to tho safety of the house. 
The artist escaped by pleading arders received to prepare the 
ganvas for repainting in some new piece, which never made 
ita appearance, and the manager’s conduct beoume the mbject 
of disouwion. Mies Clifton also, who, it spears, only Jent 
her name for the purpose of obtaining the theatre for Burton, 











FHEATRICAL SIOGRAPAY, 48 


but who was never interested in the proceeds, was 
to snawer for certain unpaid bills, which it ‘ato be B 
will teach her prudence for the future. Marshall was 
suaded to unite his forces with Pratt at the Chesnut an 
and, by acting iu concert, torave both theatres. The amount 
of money agreed to be furnished by the former gentlemen, 
‘yan speedily swallowed up in the losses eustained; and Mar- 
shall, frightened from the wune, witely resolved to devote 
his attention entirely to the Walnut Street. Dr. Lardner 
cotamenced his scientitic lectures, with great suooan; and 
Pratt annownced,onthe 2nd of March, 1842, that he bad formed 
a coalition with W. E. Burton, and with a double com; compan 
would open id Drury, with the play of “Money.” and the 
farce of “State Secreta.” ‘Thisalliance offensive and defensive, 
betwen the belligerents, doth ruined im the contest, was made 
too Sate. Nothing could save either the managers or the 
theatres, which were both in the sgonies of death. Hackett, 
E. Forrest, Mies Clifton, Signor de Begnis, all lent their aid in 
vain. The theatre closed its short season, ing out of the 
Rane of: Mes, Deptt, whol bed beet a manage- 
ment from the commencement of the partnership of Maywood 
and Co, in 1833; and thus ended the eventful sesson of 
1841.2, in which all the theatres supported themselves longer 
beged the aid of any Earopean yt {oer imported) than 
ud happened for twenty years, To this oxtance in to 
ie — ated the downfall of the Chomeet Street Theatre, and 
failure of Burton at the iret The Walnut oan 
ae do without this foreign aid,and the Arch Strest 
nover will do, witl or without it, for a longer period than ane 
feagon, under sy one mansger. 


CHAPTER XLI. 


‘The Era of Petticoat Government. Mr. and Mr Brougham. Concerts 
ala Musanp at the Cheat Street. Charles Thoroe at theO iympic. 
‘The Black Raven. The faiture of the Lady Manageross. Pills and 
Perlodical. The author opens the Olymple. Forrent amd Macready, 
Letter of Forrest to the Editor of the Lomnon Tues, ‘The Right to 
Hiss, 


1 wow record the era of government ; jae as see 


world is now govsmed, directly or cadirectly, dea wy ike 

Trent: sould nck be placed et costs 
eatrea Bl not w e influence 

ie oi: sex, The Chesnat on the 


of September, 1842, by Miss Mary ‘Mary hnywosd es lowoe; 
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and a the stockholder: had attributed the 
their theatre to the of Mr, Rol 


this lease, a8 the only’ patson they could think of to redeem 
Ghul intent, Ho wisely declined all ssponebiity, placing 
ia daughter at the head of tho estabiahment, be securing 
0 acting management a performance under 
he ne at me ‘wat tho“ “Map of the Work,” and 
“« ® the company — Richings, manager ; 
Pat's, Wood, Mcdrors, Matinee, 


i, A; Helen Matthews, Jones, Thomp- 





tember, announced that the Walnut Sirest Theatre wo 
, Under the direction of Mis Chstlotte Cushman, with 

ie * Belle'a Stratagem,” and “A Nabob for an Hour.” I 

T have no list of the company. 

tho first effort of the rival queens was Dr. Lardner, at the 
Chemut Street Theatre, with “ Historical Skotchos of the 
Revolution,” and “ Tablesux Vivants;” and John Sefton with 
“Sixteen-string Jack,” and the “Golden Farmer,” at the 
‘Walnut Street Theatre. On the 17th of October, Miss May- 
‘wood received the powerfal aid of Madame Coleste, while Mina 


Cashman ‘on the same night, in ition, Mr, B, 
Sey ea eS 

r, Mr, je their fist 2 e 
Indy aa Tady Teale ie the © School for Beards)” and Mra, 
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have given him 7 Which will for ever render him a 
most valuable ‘of & good stock oompany—while in 


Bhrivall, commenced the sesnon ever continued 
by an. Engliah company, d which 
Israelites in Egypt,” and 





noyanos, She published a very foolish 
Flating the rum Tooalved by the oper troupe, end the shisant 
Joatby the theatre. | If the object waa to excite sympathy or 
commiseration, it failed to produce either, Could 
done better, she would not have pursued the engagement, 
fow atars, (Booth and Jim Crow only can I call to reoollostion,) 
they nny Talay Dut to which, when doe engages ale 
may ruin, w engagements are 
formed, they are expected to attract not only money enough 


to pay their it, but to a han 0 surplus to 
the treasury. If they fail todo this, the public will only Iaugh, 
at the for any complaint he may be foolish 


to utter, either in the play-bills or the newspapers, 
apa the 19th of ri Min Maywood attempted to retrieve 
a ay, 
lost , by fitting up the Chennut Street "Theatre as 
grand Promenade, d ring Concer « fa Musrd, Tho 
fotos, the shrabber ios fountain were all in good taste; 
orel slaced centre stage, destroyed. 
all the effect, It Prove the charm of the scene on the very 
threshold; and, in attempting to a s lady and. 


contrivance. The ‘wae under the direction of Mr. Wat- 
son, Bellini Smith, Mrs, Watson, Miss Clarence Wells, Mr. 
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the Mian Cumming, and last not the Hoa 
panes ‘Wallace, AN faflures; ‘ns tabionabien 
Inade their appearance an the first. night, and, to speak tech- 
nically, the thing did not take. Mim Maywood Kept it open 
thirty bree nights, the band diminishing every resk, pnd 
finally closed, to resign the theatre, on the Slat of July, into 
such hands sf he ot should dictate. 

On the 9th of January, 1843, Mr. Charles Thorne, of the 
Chatham Theatre, in New York, opened Welsh’s Olympic 
‘Phentre. (Inte Burton's National,) with “ Boots at the Swan,” 
“Hell Upon Barth,” and “Kill or Cure.” The very title of 
tho seoond pioce was enough to startle the citizens, and raiso 
uhne und ory shout the morality of the drama, | However 
clever the piece might be, It was su injodiclous selection for 
an ight. Burton here as aster, ight— 
at my friend ia the proper way to redeem your fortune, 
Your talent as an actor te appreciated and dought after; 
abandon all thoughts of msnagement, and Vive yearn will find 
you in a better condition than when you commenced 
alteration of Cooke's Circus, Whether the atmosphere of this 
houte rendered him petulant, or Mr. Thorne did not yield 
that courtesy which avery mapaget should show to a brother 
manager, in distreeasd and broken circumstances, or Barton 
rally neglected bie rehearsals, aa alleged, he refused to go on 
‘with hia engagoment, and on the 18th of January, I find him 
announced st tho Walnut Streot, with Booth and Hill in 
“Town and Country.” in one week, abandoned the 
city, leaving actors, carpenters, to ahi for, themealres. 

Obarlotte Cushman, like Miss Mary Maywood, dis 
covered that they were out of their proper sphere of sotion ; 
that the of a Madame Veatris, the only female who 
over suoceerflly conducted © theatre, did not belong’ to 
either of them. W. R Blake relieved Miss Cushman, at the 
Walnut, the following season; and, divested of the caro and 
annoyanos of management, surpriset . Macready, 
the vigour of her performance in the Queen, in “ Hamlet, 
Lady Macbeth, &, which opened to her present good fortune 
and high reputation. 

‘Whet has become of the Arch Btret all this time, is: 
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iid, he ia the wisest man who ever entered the doors for— 
4b refusing to pay his actors ‘One lady honoured his 
shoulders by the appli of a cowhide, for the deficiency, 
bat i did not hear that this castigation produced the desired 
effect, ‘The money he retained as liquidating damages for 
the eaeauit apon his person. 

‘During this time, 1 was quietly occupied bebind my counter, 
selling my pills und periodicals, furnishing my friouds with = 
capital cigar, and refusing offers of the most advantageous 
Kind to aseume the manigement of various theatres; one 
from my friend Simpeon, of Pittsburgh, eo liberal that 1 fear 
to record it, not only because my veracity might be called in, 

juestion, bn ‘every would exclaim—what s 
question, bnt that body ld exclaim—what 8 fool! 
if he refused such an offer, be deserves every evil that may 
hereafter fall upon his head. Bat I was determined never 
again to place my foot upon the stage, while there remained 
@ pouibility of obtaining a living by any other method. Day 
by day, laaw the amount of my sales decrease, for want of 
means to maintain the system of Pavertising 1 had com: 
menced, and which proved so successful ; yet I despaired not, 
until I found that the profits, so far from supporting my 
family, were so small, that we were eating up the goods be- 
longing to other people. Then | came to 8 full stop, while 
the deficiency was within the power of control. 

My old partner, Lewis T. Pratt, now made a Propowal tome 
Mhoete, hie, afar the file cnon, ender Min Maywood, 

‘tre, which, 2 ‘season, under 
advertised to let. Macready, ‘and other stars of name and 
talent were known to be engaged for the Park Theatre, New 
York, and with such aid, Old Drury generally had been suc- 
cossfal ; withous it, for the last twenty years—anever. Wo mado 
the application, which was favourably reosived; but hefore 
Jreod sgencuciy of toe peyment of fhe rent Mr, Maral 
as security for the the rent, Mr. 

Tithe Walnut Btreor Thoetre, mado an offer, which by the 
pormens of a few hundred dollars in advance, Ao: the 
lease. So ended that; but as I never suffered mytelf to be 
defeated in any project my mind was bent upon, when perme 
verance could secure the object of my wishes, I st once deter- 
mined to obtain the National Olympic; and turning over in 
my mind the best means of obtaining pomseasion of a theatre, 
which, aa such, had failed under Burton, Thorne, Amberst, 
and Richings, Mr. John H. Oxley preannted bimaelf suddenly 
heforn me, to ssk my advice upon the subject of business. [ 
told him I had made up my wind to take the National, He 
proposed joining me in the ion, and in three days from 
‘The difficuity was, to obtain s company st so late & 


i 
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d Wes Ted Wem Oc, Macteers hav ie vps, Winans, 
ner, Flemming, Becket, fervi, ¥, Myers, 


Bawarts’ Goines Brown, Bowers, Horn rm Neal; ss 
age Saison, Abbots, Ontor; ‘Mimson Thompson, 
Horman, E. Moore, Downs, Porter and Smith- wer ped 
amr of names. We seemed on the ain Sepimter {s Mad 
‘the Honeymoon,” and “ Perfection.” 


Wala F 





DE Pen ih wher wo ought tal ve commenced 
pa feeepic i wn ‘pray fo opps Maca, 
at the Oheanut, was to Sree pas eet tran 


fhe same night the mmo play, but ta follow cach erformancs; 
if Macready played “ Hamlet” tonight, we acied it the follow. 

ing night, ko, By these means, ied in creating 

extitement to witness the differant atylo of two actors, anche 


head of their profession, in the same partz, Wo had the bett 
of tha contest, until the of Mr. Rorrest's temper upon 
Ariflea, indnoed bim to leave hastily for New York, and 


him the a ef running awey from a conta in which 

Premed ‘nizaet troaly pou 5 subject, repenting st Tanase 
ay re a 

ion of '« moment, vor breve et” Uae 





‘the hurried 

te be a copy at school for Latin beginns 

do well to tranals: ser erp rig it would bave caved him 
from the very tion he cocupied in the mind of 


eve thinking man, ae malevolence which, for in- 
itd sf posed, he eokibived in biveing Mr. Macready, 
vibe Edingurgh theiine Lat ame ack oy Acnerioun edocs 
what would havobeen the fate of Mr, Maoready, if he had dared 
4o his Mer. E Forrest inany theatre in the United States? He 
ould hare bean sored ont if sot otherwise maltrentod 


certainly never have been allowed to act again in America, 
notwithstandin pierced ph hci anes ae 
tor to ex 


it was for Mr. B. 
hat Sohn Sa Prey aroublor himtelf about these 


Be 
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‘riffing matters. ‘The quarrel of two bufoons is of no conse- 
quence in Great Britais to any but themselves; and he wes 
ob oven sble to make capital oat of it for hia native Amerion 
srbieh, in chac Tam compelled to «upy saat have 
own good sense savures 

Br having failed to produce even # newspaper "Sauenesy 
beyond » pasting paragraph, he is ashamed of the littlenem of 
Bir conduee ‘What a pity great men shonld thus expose thelr 


I ony py tho following letter from the New York Spirit of the 
‘Times, of the 9th of May, 1848 : 


FORREST any MACREADY. 








‘orme Eorron op tay Loxpon Ties, —S1H,—Uaving seen ma your 
Journal of the B2th mstent, an arucle headed “ Profesuonal Jealousy,” + 
part of which orginally appeared in The Scotsman published im Edin- 
‘Dung, I beg leave, through the medium of your eolumns, to state that at 
the time of its publication, [ addressed « letter to the Editor of The Seote- 
‘man upon the mutject, whieh, 94 I then was sn Dumfries, I sent to a friend 
an Edinburgh, requestsog turn to obtamste insertions but as was anforeaed 
‘The Scotrman refused 10 recerve any communication upon the sulgeet, { 
‘need say nothing of the injustice of thus refuaal. Here then I wasdiyposed. 
to lot the maftor rest, as upon more mature reflection, I did not deem it 
‘Worth further attention; but now, as the matter has sumed aquestion- 
able shape by the sppearsnos of the article m your ournal, I feel called 
upon, although reluctantly, to answer it. 

‘There are two legitimate modes of evinoimg approbation and disap 
yrobetion in the theatre—one expressive of approbation, by clapping of 
‘hands, and the other by buses to mark dusent; andes well trmed nod 
hearty applause, is the just meed of the actor who deserves wall, 20 also 
1 hisemg, a salutary and wholesome corrective of the abuses of the 
stage; apd it was against one of these abuses that my dissent was ax 
pressed, and not, aa was stated; ‘@nth a view of exproenng his (my) 
duapproval of the manner » which Mr. Macready gave effect toa par- 
tucular passage’ ‘The truth u, Mr. Muoready thought to Perera a 
fancy dance into his performance of ‘ Hamlet,’ whieh I thought, and 
‘shll think, a desecration of the scene, and at which I ovimced that dump- 
probation, for which the pseudo-critis is pleased toterm me an ¢ offen- 
der end thas was the only time duung the performanes that I did 10, 
although the wniter evidently seeks, mn the article alluded to, to convey © 
‘different impression. ft must be observed also, that I was by no means 
‘sohtary’ um this expresnon of opmmion. 

‘/+That aman may manifest hus pleagure or duplourure after the recog- 
nilzed mode, according to the best of his judgment, actuated by proper 
‘motives, and for justifiable ends, u a right, which, antil now, I have 
never once hear’ questioned, and i contend, that right extends equally 
ton sector, im bis capacity ss 2 spectator, asto any other mm, besdes 
‘from the natare of hus stadass, he w mach more competent to judge of a 
theatrical performance than any sefdisant antic, who has nev er himself 
‘dem an actor, Tha writer of the srticle in The Seetemen, Who hes Inost 
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unwerrantahly eiagled me out for public enimadvertion, has cutefully 
‘uaiteed to notice the fact, that I warmly applauded several paints of Mr, 
‘Macready’s perfomsnce; and more then once I regretted that che audi. 
fence did not seaoad me in eo doing. As to the pitiful charge of profes 
sional Jealousy preferred agumnst me, I dismiss it with the contempt It 
itn coeniy pag pon alte of the profenion wih whom I 
Ihave been anociated, for x refutation of this dander.” 


** Yours, respectfully, 
March, 1846, Epwmt Founest.” 
Times, 4th of Apri 
Did ever man oon] the position of Mr. E. Forrest, 
Pen 30 many lines of ‘and egotism, as are here pe- 


Faded. for pablication. ‘The audience of’ the Hdinbargh 
Thestre are fally able to appreciate the talent of Mr. 


Macready, without their cue from Mr. E, Forrest; or 
can his opinion of Mr. ‘a acting, alter the 
he now holds of the first delonging to the daglah 


Mage, any mare than ovald Mr. Macready opinion of 
wrest from Forrest the ‘proud distinction he justly 
roars of being the Arse “Tragedian of the American oie 





ate sufficient! tie ae to the pride and ax and 
of any man, ye” in w foreign lan 
can, bat he can win no station than he ole yuh 


his own countrymen. Mr. E. Forrest is evidently amsrting 
‘under the hiases directed towards him at the Princess’ Theatra, 
a his first appearance thore. His vanity forbids bim to place 
fadguoat of Han whe creed gh Pa vey dvubtfal ous) 
mnt of those who a right (a joubtfal one) 

uo tu expross their opinion. But Mr. Macready was nove 
in the newspapers of having paid persona to inmult Mr. E. 
Forrest. Mr. Forrest believes no such nonsensa, but appears 
to have been over-anzious to 9 a Macready » 5u) debt 
of this kind. As a stage director few pomess the tact and 
Judgment of Macready; and if he did introduce a fancy 
‘dance in “Hamlet,” (in what scene we are left in the dark,) 
Xe msture judgment no doubt could give 1 sufficient reason 
for the introduction. If it was on the stage where the tra- 
gedy is enacted before the Court of ‘Denmark, I can, as astage 
Manager, tos nO ctfoction such dence, as the prelude to 
the performance which allows Tather tending to remove sum 
picion of tho trap he (Hamlet) bas design: mal $0 “catch the 
Conscience of the Be it as it may, Mr. Forrest, as an 
actor, was wrong in the theatre to exprem an opinion at all. 
He is too old an artiat not to have witnessed more than onge 
‘an auditor or several auditors, turned out a the mandate of 
1 hisses to the 
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ho has nover once heard questioned" Why, in the Chemut 
Btreet Theatre, in 1826, during the performance of Kean in 
“Othello”—"Mr, Wood told the audience he had despatched 
ffioars to axpel such as disturbod the wudience, aud thut they 
should be prosecated to the utmost rigour of the law, The 

officers did theds duty, and the play went off without the 
alightent nolge, It be generally red that the disturbance 
waa cooasioned, b a tod eon boya, who were hired to 

express thi their employer was fearful 
of Tanibiting himself ~Cated States Gasctte, 


Piste provooding was correct, what becomes of the right to 


Mie Uhdu it ran tty atrongly questioned, although | agrea 
with Mz. E, Forree, that ibis the best corrective of the abuses 
of the atege, and od judicionaly exeroised, of service to the actor. 
It ie the only censure he dreads, and is most sensitive upon ; 
put should never be exercised by one actor towards unother. 

“We have reosived the followimz uote from our fellow. 
citizen, Mr. Haoket aye the Courier and Hayuirer of May 
9th, 1646, “to which we give place with pleasure — 


«To tue Entrots or tax Counee ann Ex 
mothe medium of replying to various inquire 
‘learn whether elther of my old editions of Shakspeare's Hamlet” eon+ 
tains any wuthority for Mr. Macready's having iotroduced a ‘fancy 
dance? before the play-scone in that tragedy, 

+ Iurarata—I presume curiosity upon the subject tohave grown out 
of the republication here of the foliowing paragraph from a British 
journal: 






«1 Ma, Macamapy xp Ma. Forarar:—Mr. Cdwin Forrest, the 
American Tradegiag, bas written to the London Timer, justifying bis 
‘couduet in histing Mr. Macready during his performance of ' Hamlet,’ 
et the Edinburgh ‘Theatre, He states, he frequently applauded parts of 
whiah he approved, and had an equal right to hu at passages which he 
thought erroneous, ‘The truth is, says Forrest, Mr, Mucremly thought fit 
to interne ster, Sener nto See parfrmance of ¢ Hamlet,’ which 1 
it, and still think, a deseor.tion of the woene.? 

++T will venture to explaso, what I suppose, Forrest meant by a“ fancy 

dance.” 


** Hamlet, affer bis instructions to the players, and bis confidential te- 
marks to bis friend, Horatio, Just before the play-acene commances, ob- 
serves to him—* They are coming to the play—I must be idle—get yau & 
place." Consequently, I have always understood Hamlet to mean by the 
‘yord tau, ns dusdtion, that he must sem to haveno fixed motive 
‘of industrious object, toring the performance of the play about to be Te- 
presented, pollcy dictating the expediency of his appearing listless and unoo- 
cupled, in order that hus guilty unele, the king, might dirregerd bis pro- 
‘sence, attend closely to the play, and become antrayped into some exhibi- 
(Wons of compunetion and remove, 
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sc Mt Macsoady, however, when I saw hm act < Hamlet of the Park 
‘Thaste, to 1685, eppenred to consrue te word idle very ciently; 
the reason that he Tmawdlaisiy assumed the matoet of # ally youth, 
‘toaged his head right and left, aad skipped buck and forth, nerows the stage, 
five or alx times Defore the foottights, st the same time switching his 
lundkerchiet, held by a corner over bis tight and left shoulder alternately; 
indeed, maklag gyrations not unlike those fire-ribboms, which I have seen 
dle wd thoughton clas out in tbe ae, with tick barat to lve coal 
‘tone end, until the whole court have had mufficient time to parade, and 
be seated, Until Harnist finds himself addreased by the king, who enquires 
‘after his health. 

“+ therefore subanit whether this manner of Mr. Macrtsdy’s rendering 
‘the soons upon the stage, ts not what was only referred to 
as tw fancy dance,’ by Mr, Forrest, being elsewbere, also, alluded to as 

At all events, I bog to state, that in no edition 
of dhakapeare which Lown, of have ever seen, is thare any peetent for the 
fntroduction of « dance before the play-seene, or upon the stage erected 
tor the performance hefore the king snd court of Denmark. 
+" The public's obedient servant, 


“las, Hi Hactrre, 
“ Astor House, April 20th, 1646." . 


Who mado Mr. Heckett “sole judge and umpire” of an- 
other's thoughts?" He has no pretausion to be admitted aa 5 
dian. His attempt to act a fow characters written by 

Bhakspeare, always give rise to a snesr anda mile by the 
setore; bilo contempt would be a better word to ex- 
preu the sudience, who wre rarely numerous 
‘upon such Tn his own sphere, Hackety in an actor 
medicerity ; but a8 a tragedian—good lack | good lack ! 
"yorhe waites wif he would tay with the immortal Dard— 





+ ——em I am Sir Oracle, 
‘When I ope my lips, led mo dog bark.” 


‘He knows enough of the business of pe », to know that 
‘two actors rarely pls fhe same part ly the samo way 
, nobody think of ‘ing Mr, eles Kean for 
the grea improvement he has presented to the public, io the 
aiplay inked i into tho ged of Richard the 7 
Hackett will in vain at his two old dition i 
Shakespare, or bis twenty ‘modern ones, if he pomestes 
them, fe tha sa pathorit for sach melodramatic display. Every 
th station claimed by Mr, B. Forrest 
orate, Mac Macready, Kae al ays been allowed to tegutate theatage 
Dotiness of thoee scenes in which they are engaged; and unless, 
while all around is progressing, we are prepared to let the 
seen ead lh ere tears ot. maniee aad alth as 
‘be succesful, ia worthy of a fairdrial, and 
predecked from all wuvulls fron the profeedsn, jeslous saoun my 
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always have been of tho smocess each obtains over the other. 
Forrest's caloalstion no doabt was, that, ss in America, af 
Boston and Baltimore, they drove Mr. Kean from their stage, 
for an inpertinenos they would not brook, so the Edinburgh 
BPocpls would chatting hi inscienos as artist. If they 


and he would have his career, {if such reall; 
ihe rp, ace aad a Dain) ina pv buase of 
e Tat me now leave England, and return fo the National 
Theatre in Philadelphia where after Forrest's departure, the 
“Mysteries of Paris,” dramatised by John Sefton, F. C. 
‘Wemyss, and James Gann, was placed upon the stage with « 
Po rt aol ‘Smith, a "0 Pipers Red ae 
ag La erery mite! ies Kies cf 

on the 28th of Deoember, we had recovered leet and 
appeared to havo the tide of euocess fall in our favour, with 
the Virginia Minstrels, &o. 

Booth bat I confess I_was afraid of him; be 
tad been playing dis anual ants in Boston and New York. 


Twas decidedly opposed to making an attempt, which, if fal. 
Joved by «ales would have agua rained A chan’ of tho 
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who derived any beneSt, Oxley retired from the manage 
ment, and I made preparations to re-open on the 11th of May. 
‘Teont fur Landers from New York, and with the aid of Jubn 
Wiser, the artist, produced *Fortanio” in s style which, 
under euy other circumstances, must have snooseded, The 
unfeftunate riots in May, 1844, when bloodahed and murder 
rosmed throughout certaia portions of the districts, placed 
the city under matial law. ‘Toe peostemation to that ‘effect, 
‘waa iasued on the vory day —the conse: 

jwance—nobody could attend the theatra for thicteon nights, 

‘struggled on, to close without a hope of fature effort, The 
thoatre was surrendered to General Welsh, who determined 





pital he possosos, must «noseed. "Welsh and Mann's aimphi- 

‘theatre in the city of Pailadelphia, is destined to become s 

conapicuous place of pablic amusement, whore fame will re 
sound through every ay in the Union. 


CHAPTER XLII. 
‘The Cheenut and Walout United, Miss Cusbman Resigns. J. M, Field. 
ai ‘Wallack. 


‘Tut Chesnut and Walaut Street Theatres being once more 
‘united under the same management, ‘Marshall opened the 
Old Drary on the 7th of ber; W. RB, Blake announced 
as exclusive stage manager; Caxhooan acting manager — thu 
giving the lady an opportunity of resigning her digaity with 





ous wounding ber profesional reputation.“ Man and Wife,” 
and a “Lover by Pro: which J. M. Fi 

‘whose reputation cepa ‘more upon 

writes for a uewspaper—(bolonging to the corps editorial, 





‘Wo must support him)—than dramatic tact or oni played 
Charles Austoncourt and Harry Lawless, He smoug 
‘Bh and departed again witheat an enquiry made, On the 
Lath of September: the Walaat opened with “Laugh when 
a Can,” aut * Woman's Life"—here peace the error aay 
7, Maymood yg Cu. of changing seventy-five cents aad 
Raat of the Obesnut Street theatre, to see the same ny 
ho, Ja como ring from the comar of Ninth ead Walnnt 
fereet, ware only worth fifty oonts for the boxea nail twaaty. 
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five cents for the pit, was committed. G. Vandenhoff was the 
oy ae ‘The Chesnut Street was oocny by the Fresch 
company until the 2rd of October, when Macready 
Overs as Macbeth. On the 13th of ‘November, the Tealian 
Company, under Vattellini, played Bellini “Norma” in the 
original language ; produced * Bellieario.” “Il Paritani,” 
Lucia di Lammermoor.” and "Gemma dt Verey.”  Wallack 
played on the °9th of November, followed by Jackett on the 
‘Tub of December. Ore Bull actonianed the audience by the 
wonderful execntion of hishow. On the 18th Macready re- 
turned, Playing ‘The Bridal,” and the theatre clesed for the 
season on the 26th; minur, how many dollars, Mr. Marshall? 
This i theft tale you ave had o the bitters of manage 
ment; your actors unpaid; your credit ont of doors for 
the first time sallied; your ‘etme wphere of faction, the 
Walnut Street Theatre, oocupied by Howes aa and 
the folly demonstrated of one man atrempting to conduct 
ie theatre sin the same city at the same time. 
be Me Darton, not contented with the succes: which crowned 
hia efforta a an actor everywhere, again crane i tronche"n 
bch bad fallen from the hands of Rossell and Deverna, and 
mes the management of the Arch Breet ‘Theatre. on the 
ido of f June, 1844, fisace threw into his hands some excel- 
lent actors: George Barrett, Burke and wi 
returning from the south and west, enabled him, after the 
first wook or two, to carry on # war with some Bronpeck of 
success; and where mccer attenda him, he is always indefa: 
ible in his exertions, Finally, he obteins the theatre from 
ir, Lovatt, and opens for the fall neazon, on the 9th Septem- 
ber, with Mr. t Macready us Hamlet : E. Forrest playing on the 
same night, at the Walnut Street, whore season he commenced 
on Saturday, the 7th, as Damon, determined to havo one night 
to himself before commencing the contest a necond time, in 
which he wae nm saccestfnl before—the chance had fled. 
Mrevendy, at the Arch Streot Theatra too, had the best of the 
battle, it heing announced as Lis farewell engagement in Phi- 
ladelphis. Thronghont his tour of the U1 States, be 
encountered M. E. Forrest, either on the same night, or inme- 
Gintely preceding him, or announced in the bills to follow 
him, “Mr. Macready uttered no complaints upon thir deter- 
mulned dogging of bi track, which proved detrimental to. his 
purse, if not his reputation. ‘Then es should Mr. E. Forrest 
or his friends charge Mr. Macready with uufsirnem of conduct 
tohim, in England? I do not believe Mr. Macready suffered 
the movements of Mr. FE. Borst, in London, to engage his 
attention for an instant, although the course of conduct Mr. 
Forrest pursued towards him, in the United States, miight lead 




























Gianged, eal bee honerlons ott "vas the Toraiga is 
i was the 

‘Tho season 1843-44, was noted for the number of musicians 
of talent who visited America, Ole Bull, Vieux Temps, Wal- 
lace, Nagel, &o., ks. Ole Bull was the only fortunate ono; 


Pookots, while the Conosrts of oll the other were bat thin 
wi ie certs: ot ‘were 
Tetended. 4 


Ma. ANDERSON, 





in his denunciation of Burton's treatment, as to publicly de- 
clare nothing could induce him to act in any theatre over 
which Burton had the slightest control Burton's good eck 
enfending fr. Ate Hstnoy eogogod hint to act at che Hall 
“cont a - 
day Btrost jn Baltimore, bus ovnld prooare no actor; 

wo nights promise a brilliant engege- 
yaent, that wien Rodney ean unable to keep his theatre open, 
‘he was induced to bury the hatchet, end act with Burton, at 
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a great one, 
act et which Theatre he may—the Arch, the Chesnut, or the 
Walnut, 

My old partner. Pratt, having obtained the Jose of the 
Chesnut Street Theatre, after delays which rendered success 
alt but hopelew, made me the proposition to try our fortunes 
once mora together—anrl ou the — day of Ootohor we opened 
with “Simpson and Co.." “Love in Humble Life,” and “The 
Blue Domino,” John Sefton, stage manager : the company-— 
‘W. Chapman, Jamieson, Charles Howard, Wemyss, C. Smith, 
Jordan, Byrne, Meson, Forrest. Stefford, Dawes, Matthews, 
Branton, Anderson, Grierson, Kemble, Solomon, Sullivan; 
Miss H. Matthews, Mra A. Knight, Mra Jordan, Mre. Kemble, 
Mra, Smith, Mins M’Bride, Mra. Forrest, Mra Hautonville 
the Misses Wagstaff, Miss Archer, Miss Sinclair, the dancer 
Petite Gertrude, and Madame Celeste, In the commencement 
we ware doomed to dissppointment; Mims Neleon, who was 
@ to open the theatre, did not arrivo; the Saturday 
night was lost, and the bill announced for Monday, which wo 
determined, Miss Nelson or no Mim Neleon, should commence 
the season, was changed from “La Sylphide” to the three 
fareea named; and on Wednesday, when the lady did appear, 
she played to  bepeatiy nconunt of exapty boxes_yet inlated 
on playing the six nights, which vielded her nothing aud kept 
the people ont of tha theatre. Jim Crow Rico was the next 
ster, and the admirable manner in which he acted the bure 
leaqae opera of “Otello,” made his engagement profitable to 
imeelf, and of course accoptable to the managers, His re- 
engagement was not eo successful ; but thus far, despite of all 
opposition, we were socomatel nthe main polnt—that i, in 
payi 19 actors pA Mr. Li was publishing » 
Fos hed ba oocyst 

|, Tig] 9 i of the rich and pow- 
erfol, and the poor and worthless of the city of Philadelpigia. 
By the advioe of niy worthy friend, Auhbell Green, at thet 
time one of the Deputy Attorney Generals, I procured an in- 
tarviow, and he drew up a contract, for which, under certain 
considerations, Mr. Lippard agreed to dramatize bis own work 
for the Chesnut Street Theatre, and to furnish mo with » 
copy of the play in fourteen days from the date of our ugros- 
ment, The scenery wat the properties arranged, and 
bf woe sunounced for representation, No sooner had the 
‘Bilt been. placarded, than young Mercer, tried and scquitted 
for the murder of Peberton, assaulted the bill-poster, some one 
turing told him thet be figured oonspiouomaly in ft. Judge 
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qy excitement—everybody was of belief that there must 
be a flog ot them—some laughed-—othem swore-—whilo some 
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to to 
him : he afterwards purchased fwenty-fve / and when the 
‘was withdrawn he actually hed tne feratence to request 
‘return of this money. My friend Green, now with me, 
looked over the play, itd on Baturday night cove mo bison 
inion that there was nothing that could reasonably be objected 
to fm it—he and those connected with the theatre alone had 
cal soon the manuscript. Threats of tearing down the theatre, 


sree 
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and repaired with a play bill, at the time stated, His honcur 
met mo with bland courtey, informed me that my play- 
BALL wan belt te toes Mr. Green, (lepaty 
attorney-general,) with whom he had a conversation on the 
subjpet, and to see him again at his office at nine o’clook on 
Monday Away I hied to my friend Green. What 
could we do? Wa both # Well,” said he * this isa 
ir—I advined you to 
T may be called 

Bo 
Powerto pre 
cooler upan this subject 
upon the advice he will 
moreover, guided 
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$d be had bean to my friend A. Godey, to request he would 
tee mo upon themubjoct—theexcitemmt every hour. 
Goday would not ‘me one way nor the other, after hear- 
ing my story, but left the matter toa night's refiection and 
the interview with the mayor in the morning. 


oe 
I met the mayor, to appointment, and offered 
him the play 40 ad; She he decinegY iT then propeaed Ghat 
he should walk up to the theatre and soe the rehearsal, that 





Gentlemen, as mayor of the city, T have to request thatthe exhibition 
Of the piece called the * Quaker City,’ sdvertived for this evening, st the 


Chamnct Strest Theatre, may not take place, for reasons I have verbally 
‘comumuniented to Mr. Wemyas. 
«© Hespeotfally your 


obedient, 
+P. M'Cans.” 


“Novies.—-In obedience to this request, the public is respectfully tn- 
formed that the performance will not take pisce, The entertsloment for 
the evening will be ‘ Grandfather Whitehead,’ the ' Predent Ineog./ 
and‘ He us not a-Miss" + Peart ano Wax 

Chesnut Street Theatre, Nov. 12, 1644. 


I onoe more repaired to his office. 1 proposed to him that 
the ourtain should rise, and the pe pecformano be suffered to 
proceed, noone by rcons; that on the lightest opposition heing 
manifested ty dhe audience to stop tho play the cartals 
should instantly fall, and some other plece be substituted. 
He replied, that woald be just as had as acting the whole 
play ; the mischief, if any wax really intended, would by that 
fime be fally accomplished. | He eated, that this young man, 
Moros», had purchased, tickets, he “ informed, for, the 
avowed purpose of down tf! Dea 7 a 
Sey ale temas hin, and ind hiss over to keep the peace 
‘Become, Mr. Wempay I really think you have struck the 
first blow in your play-bill.” we parted, I yielded the 
Point, and coosented to withdraw the play, on the condition 
that he would give a statement to the public, which should 
exonerate the managers from all blame. “Grandfather 
‘Whitchead” was substituted for “The Monks of Monk Hall;” 
and now the difficulty was to provent a row, because the pleoe 
was not performed. An exoited populace filled the whole 
square from Bixth to Seventh Btreet ; all the police of the 
city cold soarcely keep order. ‘The play bills on the boards, 
in front of the building, had to be torn off before any thing 
like quict was obtained; the doors of the theatre were ol 
dy eleven o'clock, and not till then did the crowd gradually 


‘haa never bean changed upon this subject. Had 
the ‘been acted, no row, or at least no more teker 
piss en any favourite sctor ints an audience, would. 

oocurred. Tho play was ‘& good 3 on 
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of the suppeeon: ng opinion wan over mare ely adopted 
: me ‘was ever more 

‘Having complied with the request of the city authorities, at 

a sacrifice of pecuniary interest, at least the thoald 

hare ‘from the’ slime and filth of the press, 


Teason was over given for the request to withdraw it, I 
yielded e point of right to a request from the authorities of 
the alty, and what was my rooompense !—abuse and slander. 
T have Inid the whole of the before my readers, yot 


obscenity. ‘The mayor never read nor saw the play; no wich 
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‘good. 
theatre, and the “Bohemian Girl” was played thirteen nights 
out of an ment of eighteen, and afterwards revived in 
the spring. 6 bitter hostility of the Spirit of the Times, 
and the succemion of libels, day after day, which appeared in 
its oolumans against the Ohesnnt Street Theatre, induced Pratt 
for Hibel,—the first time in my 
theatrical career J ever {roubled myself to notice legally she 
Mr, Hill followed the opera, but with 
no attraction, In order to induce the faabionable circlea to 
continue thelr visita, we made an arrangement to produce the 


Sean oa eee ete 
7 fr. Me, 
pA lenry ‘Mrs. Duvensl, Mra. Dyott, 


pany; and it will be scarcely believed, they could not play to 
an average of a hundred dollars per night, benefits included. 
It therefore hecame obvious, that the heer plan would be to 
gto the dvors firet trying Mrx. Shuw, aud a portion of the 
Bowery company: Mr. Clarke, Mr. Milnor, Mr. Dyott, Mr. 
John Fisher, and Mr. Crocker,—ail wonld not do; and the 


worth one hundred dollar per night; but the Bowery, the 
Park, and Oheanut Streot—all these, with the aid of Mra, 
Bhaw, the best actress of the American stage 





and is 
sudienoo of tho Chonaut Strest Thestro, Pulladephia, While 
we wero to ince & piece ie 
Bex or Hib face Ey Ger Fiiatian, the news of the 
April foeched wa Tat 
Street Theatre at the of Hamblin, if nothing better 
fhe present Bowery Pheeere, and: brought toocomfally 0 8 
t entre, t 8 ite 
pretont condition, ie, enawaseh this etter aealteioe for the pre- 
tent. Hamblin issued proposals for a large Theatro in Broad. 
‘way, but failed in bringing his project to bear. This last 
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snisfortune seemed to have pai all his energy, and ho 
wisely resigned to younger hands the task of fatare toil. That 
Mr. Jackson has himself worthy to succeed Hamblin, 


his spirited career bears witness, in the face of ali difficultios: 
hs has placed the new Theatre, which he opened on the 25th 
of August, 1845, as firmly in the affections of the audience, as 
it over was in its palmicat.daya Long msy he continue to 

enjoy his good fortune. 
On the 4th of June, 1845, an opera, by Mr. Fry, was placed 
‘the public, i a siyle of which Momra, Pratt and 


‘Weanyss sve reason to be proud: every soane, every drem, 
every property, wai perfect ; sixty chorimers, and forty two 
musloiane; the principal oh cterw snpporte? by Mr Pruser, 
Mr. and Mrs, Seguia, Mr. Bichings, Mrs, Brenton, aud Mint 
noe; the subject of the libretto, the * Lady of Lyons,’ the 
thle ofthe oper “Leonora” grat daa Bas written 
about plagiarism, and want of originality of thought 
and execution ; but I tomy sigan, whether tech 
an be not a creditable performance to a composer. Had 
Us. Wry acteoted New York, instead of Philadelphia, for the 
first field of his operations, the whole United States would 
have teemed with praises—praises, long and lond, would have 
ed the eye of the composer irom all quarters, The sin 
committed was daring to present the fimt lyrical drama , 
ever composed in America to the citizeus of Philadelpbia for 
judgmont, before the New Yorkers had an opportunity of 
paming upon its marita, Should it be played with muoooss in 
iarape, how altered will be public opinion in its favour here! 
Mr. Fry may plumo upon it as @ of art, to be proudly 
cherished, Iw no grester tion, a# @ manager, than 
having bom the means raf P is balero his countrymen. 
‘waa ac jean. although the expense st 
wach @ eons tendered it unproductive both to the 
author and the managers, the Seguins reaped both money and 


e, 
‘Of Mre. Soguin’s performance of Leonora, I can only say it 
‘was the vanet taste ‘thing I have ever seen, since hime o 
Tree's Zaidé, in Coleman's play of the “ Law of Java,” and I 
can hardly ‘magnify such ‘ngaalised praise, On the last 
with s silver pitcher, bearing a 
suitable insoription—a well deserved compliment; » similar 
‘one should have boen made to Mr. Chubb, the leader of the 
orchestra of the Park Theatre, to whose aid much of ite 
success was dus, 
The theatre closed on the 6th of July, never to open again, 
under Pratt and Wemyss. Our application for a renewal of 
Jease received no answer from the yenilemen, Mr, Evans, 
Gen, Cadwallader, Dr. Lehman, and Mr. Philips We walked 
out, and Burton walked in, but to this moment we hsve not 
heen informed by the gentlemen of the board, whether Mr. 
Barton was or was not their tenant. 
Gentlemen are not bound by the common courtesioa af life 
in their dealings with ragabond actors ~and why 
thoy be? "They don’t object to doclve the player's money to 
swoll their fortunes, by way of dividind, but treat him in all 
other reepecta like an outcast from socisty. Neither Mr. 
‘Pratt nor myself would have oocupied the theatre at all, had 
‘we not expected the lesss te have been renswed for the fol- 
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Finis Coronat Opus. 


‘H. Ly M'Lane, Printer, Gleagow 


